
The Search for Brian Boru: 

High King of All Ireland  



Today we will cover five topics 

¦Family  

¦Overview of life 

¦Dromoland Castle 

¦Sites near Killaloe 
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¦Family of Brian Boru  

 



Legendary Giant 

Finn MacCool 

Dalcassian  

Tribe 

Kennedy 

  Mahon Brian Boru  



From  

Brian Boru  

to America 



Some of Brian Boruôs Descendants: 
 
 
ÅEdward IV, King of England  
ÅEdward V, King of England  
ÅRichard III, King of England  
ÅReynold West, 6 th  Lord De La Warre 

(1395 -1450)  
ÅChristopher Branch ñThe Immigrantò 

(1600 -80)  
ÅCol. Robert ñKingò Carter 
ÅBenjamin Harrison ñThe Signerò 
ÅPresident Thomas Jefferson  
ÅQueen Elizabeth II (thru her mother)  
ÅPresident John F. Kennedy & clan  
 
 



ñThe Strong Hand Uppermostò 
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Coat of Arms 
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Ireland at  

the time of 

Brian Boru  
 

(941 -1014 AD) 



Brian Boru  

was the only 

true High King  

of Ireland  

 



His achievements  

were numerous: 

ÖUnified Ireland (almost)  

ÖEjected the Vikings 

ÖBuilt roads & bridges  

ÖImproved education 

ÖIntroduced surnames  

ÖBuilt a navy 

ÖBegan trade with Europe 

ÖRestored plundered churches 

ÖRestarted the great fair at Tailteann  
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Brian Boru & wife Gormla at   

legendary Rock of Cashel 



Images of Brian Boru  



#QH@M #NQT½R G@QO HR  

the symbol of Ireland 



Objects from the time of Brian Boru  



Architecture & art from the time  

   of Brian Boru  



Current sites  

related  

to Brian Boru  

Cliffs of Moher  

Dromoland  
Castle  

Battle of  
Clontarf  
(N. Dublin)  

St. Patrickôs, 
Armagh  

Killaloe  

Rock of Cashel  



¦Dromoland Castle 

 



Dromoland Castle is now a luxury hotel 

 



Dromoland: 

Home of the  

0½#QHDM BK@M 

for 900 years  



Dromoland 



Fanciful painting of Brian Boru  

at Dromoland  


