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Executive Summary  

This report scientifically evaluates the disappearance in March 1967 ƻŦ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ όάW¢έύ, ǘƘŜ ά{ƛƭƪ 

YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΣέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ ό/Iύ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΦ  JT was on vacation at his 

friendsΩ Moonlight Bungalow, apparently went for an afternoon walk in the jungle surrounding the 

bungalow, and was never seen again. This case made headlines around the world, since JT was one of 

the most famous Americans in south-east Asia at the time, was a decorated former intelligence and 

military officer, had resurrected the Thai silk industry, was a millionaire, and lived an amazingly 

glamorous lifestyle at his house-museum in Bangkok.  His disappearance resulted in the biggest search 

for an individual in Malaysian (and perhaps south-east Asian) history.  Not a trace was ever found.  

Four non-fiction books, various novels, and hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles have been 

written about the case.  (More are expected in 2017, the 50th anniversary of the disappearance.) But 

ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ W¢Ωǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ scientifically 

evaluate the search effort itself.  Aƭƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎƎŜǎǘέ 

ground search ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘΦέ  

This report identifies 25 possible causes for the JT disappearance mentioned by the police, press, and 

other sources, or identified by me, analyzes these, and concludes that eleven causes can be reasonably 

eliminated from consideration.  Two of the 25 causes (murder or manslaughter by a friend or associate 

in the CH, and death by various jungle elements) are new and have not been identified previously, but 

are unlikely, and twelve other causes must be considered still possible.   

Of these causes, the simplest and most likely appears to be that JT just got lost in the rugged jungle 

ravines and/or had an accident (e.g., broken leg, foot or neck) there, and his remains are still there.   

However, there are reasonable arguments against this scenario, the main one (reported here for the 

first time) being that three bloodhound-ǘȅǇŜ ŘƻƎǎ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ W¢Ωǎ ǎŎŜƴt all over the grounds of the 

Moonlight Bungalow, where JT was last seen, but could not track his scent into the jungle or down the 

access road away from the Bungalow.  Therefore, early on, the Malaysian Army officers leading the 

search in 1967 concluded that JT probably left the Moonlight Bungalow in a car, and thus searching in 

the nearby jungle was not likely to lead to a find.  They continued the jungle search for eleven days, but 

were not sanguine about results.   

This report and my interviews show, however, that bloodhound-type dogs do make mistakes, and 

humans using scent material must handle it very carefully to avoid errors.   

The report also contributes the following new work to the case: 

¶ Interviews several still-living individual searchers from the 1967 SAR effort, including one search 

leader, to understand the strategy and tactics of the search teams.   

¶ Evaluates the JT search effort from the perspective of modern search and rescue/recovery (SAR) 

methods.  This includes the application of approaches used by the (US) National Association for 
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Search and Rescue (NASAR) and the approaches and statistical analyses used by the well-known 

analyst Robert J. Koester in his seminal Lost Person Behavior and in email correspondence.   

¶ Provides a detailed and systematic analysis of the subject (JT), in the terms that a modern SAR 

leader would want -- photos, physical characteristics, state of health, medications, state of mind, 

knowledge of the terrain, interests, finances, etc.  

¶ Provides data that would be collected or evaluated in a modern search, including terrain and 

vegetation conditions, weather and time information, and sidereal and lunar data.   

¶ Provides a timeline for JT for the several days leading up to the disappearance from the initial 

planning point (IPP).  In this case the IPP is also the last known point, the LKP. (See the next 

bullet.) This is established as the Moonlight Bungalow (MB), atop a steep hill near Tanah Rata, 

Cameron Highlands, Malaysia (lat/long: 04.492663 N; 101.377597 E, elevation 5118 feet above 

sea level) on Easter Sunday, 26 March 1967, at about 2:30 pm local Malaysian time.    

¶ Evaluates all the eyewitnesses who reportedly saw JT after he left the IPP/LKP.  This evaluation 

includes locational and distance analysis, using GPS locations and the distance between the 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŜȅŜǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ W¢Ωǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Exact GPS locations for all major sites and witnesses in 

the search are provided, so the reader can place these locations on Google Earth, and analyze 

the case himself.  This section concludes that most eyewitnesses after the IPP/LKP are, 

unfortunately, of fairly low reliability, and seriously impeaches two witnesses as being too far 

away from JT to be credible.  Because these supposed eyewitnesses are of low credibility, the 

IPP and the LKP are the same location and time.  

¶ Estimates the total number of person days of searching contributed by all the searchers; this 

number is quite large, at about 1448.  The primary search lasted 11 days, much longer than 

typical SAR efforts, which usually conclude after one full day, and searching went on sporadically 

for months.  The report also provides various scenarios for the search tactics, and this analysis 

contributes to estimates of the size of the area actually searched.  

¶ Calculates the approximate total area that was deemed in 1967 as the area that needed to be 

searched.  This was about 17.7 square miles.1  The analysis concludes that it is likely that all of 

the entire area that reasonably needed to be searched, was not in fact searched.  The actual 

searched area is estimated based on the tactics reported, the terrain, and the number of person 

days delivered, at roughly 11 square miles. (However, there is a very wide spread on this figure, 

depending on the assumptions made.)  This estimate is apparently independently supported by 

Henry B. Thompson, the brother of JT, who stated on 10 June 1974 under examination at the 

New Castle County, Delaware wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳōŜŘ ŦƻǊ мл ǘƻ мр ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘέ (see annex on the will and administration of JT). If by this he meant square miles, which 

he probably did, then this figure is in the same range.  (My estimate was done before having the 

Henry B. Thompson statement in hand, and thus was independent of it.) 

¶ Discusses the fact that the 1967 official search tactics assumed that the subject was within 200 

yards of any trail searched, and this led to large areas further off the trails not being searched at 

all.  This was possibly a major error, since JT was known to hike cross-country, off-trail. 

                                                           
1
 Miles are usually used rather than kilometers throughout this report, since that was the measurement system 

generally in use in Malaysia in 1967. 
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¶ Discusses the άprobability of detectionέ (PoD) in the primary search area (around and NW of the 

MB), and the concept of the άprobability of areaέ (PoA ς the likelihood that the subject is in the 

segment that was searched, rather than in another nearby segment(s)).  This report concludes 

that the overall probability of finding JT (the άprobability of success,έ or PoS), calculated by PoD 

x PoA, was considerably lower than thought at the time.  The rough estimate of PoS (overall 

probability of search success) determined here for the 1967 search is in the range of 30% to 

43%.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛŦ W¢Ωǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ the CH, that the 

search effort missed him.  This is in stark contrast to the official opinion and attitude at the time, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ  (Such over-estimation 

of search efficacy is a classic error in SAR, even down to the present day.) 

¶ Identifies possible errors in the 1967 SAR effort, from the point of view of modern professional 

SAR as described by NASAR.  A number of likely and possible errors are identified.  

¶ Identifies likely communications and management problems inherent in the large and complex 

nature of the search.  This section includes the mathematical estimation, using reasonable 

assumptions, that if the JT search was, say, an order of magnitude larger (ten times larger) than 

the next largest search in Malaysia, then it was perhaps 150 times more likely to encounter 

major communications and management problems.  This would, of course, have reduced the 

effectiveness of the search effort.   

¶ Provides the best maps available at the time, as well as other maps of the region. 

¶ Provides photos of all the major sites in the JT search, including photos of the jungle in the area, 

so the reader can estimate the difficulty of the search and understand the terrain.  

¶ !ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ άōƻƎǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣέ όǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άōŀǎǘŀǊŘέ 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŀƴ άƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘύ meaning that JT had voluntarily or involuntarily left the CH 

area, so that searching there could never find him.  The report evaluates and provides a copy of 

the most original account of a possible sighting of JT, in Tahiti, two months after the 

disappearance.   This account was previously classified ŀǎ ά{ecret,έ and was circulated at the 

time from the US Department of State to ǘƘŜ /L!Ωǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ .ƛƭƭ /ƻƭōȅΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

a famous Director of the CIA (US Central Intelligence Agency).  The present analysis concludes 

that it is possible but not likely that this was an actual sighting of JT.  

¶ Provides over 580 pages of original, primary source material, never before provided to the 

public or compiled in one place.  This material includes interviews, contemporary and later news 

clippings, photos, maps, secret but now de-classified memos and reports from the US 

Department of State, items supplied by the CIA ƻƴ W¢Ωs career in World War II as an officer in the 

Office of Strategic Services (OSS: the predecessor to the CIA), excerpts from a 1953 in-depth 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ W¢Ωǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{, undertaken by the FBI, a summary of 

the search efforts undertaken as described by the FBI in 1967, FBI memos describing interviews 

ǿƛǘƘ W¢Ωǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ мфстΣ and information on the wills and estates of JT, his 

sister and nephew, etc.   

¶ Resolves the matter of the so-called άōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣέ which are purported to be the 

bones of JT that came from a burial after JT was accidentally hit and killed by a speeding truck, 

and his body buried far north of the accident site.  Here the finding is that some bones did exist 
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in the Tanah Rata District Medical Office, but disappeared during an office move and are now 

lost.  It is not certain that they were human bones, and there is no provable connection between 

these bones and Jim Thompson, despite assertions, stories and rumors to that effect.  The most 

reliable person on this matter, the former, highly respected District Medical Officer who actually 

examined the bones and had them in his possession for a time, stated in an interview for this 

report thaǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ άŦŀǊ-ŦŜǘŎƘŜŘέ ǘƻ think there is any connection of the bones to the JT case.    

¶ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻƴŜǎέ ōȅ /ŀǇǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ wƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜǎ 

were likely the bones of Jim Thompson.  Provides my interviews on this important matter. 

¶ Interviews various current experts on and observers of the JT case. 

¶ Re finding the body of JT, scientifically analyzes the decomposition of bodies in a jungle 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ W¢Ωǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /IΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ Ǉƻssibly spread over an 

area of one to four square miles, due to predation.   

¶ Reviews a previously unreported but significant cache of letters from JT to Elizabeth (άLisaέύ 

Lyons, his lover, friend and associate in art collecting, and provides copies of all the letters. 

¶ Obtains and reviews information from previously unreleased FBI files and reports on the case. 

¶ Describes sources tapped and other possible sources that might be fruitful for future 

researchers. 

¶ Discusses the possible reasons why many of the US Department of State, US Department of 

Defense, FBI and CIA records which should exist and now be available to the public are in fact 

missing or still classified and inaccessible.  Notes that of 126 pages of material on the JT case 

that could have been released by the FBI to me, only 99 were in fact released, and many of 

these were partially redacted.   

¶ Provides relevant excerpts of the will and administration of the estate of JT, in Delaware, which 

ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ W¢Ωǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{!. 

¶ Provides relevant excerpts of the wills and administration of the estate of Katharine Thompson 

Wood, in Pennsylvania, the sister of JT.2  She was beaten to death in her home in Pennsylvania 

just a few months after JT disappeared. This case is still unsolved.  She made three wills, and her 

final will (treated as a codicil by the court), was a hand-written note drafted a year before she 

was murdered, and it made a dramatic change to the disposition of her estate, and substantially 

reduced the capital portion going to her son Harrison (άIŀǊǊȅέ) Wilson Wood.  According to 

press reports, the county coroner, and the Pennsylvania State Police, he committed suicide four 

years after the murder of his mother. The analysis of this murder case in this report lists several 

possiōƭŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ όƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ άǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ ς POI), including the son, some of whom were 

not previously publicly identified, but concludes that there is no real proof against any of these 

people, although some are more likely than others.  

¶ Provides relevant excerpts of the will, codicil and estate administration of Katharine Thompson 

²ƻƻŘΩǎ son άIŀǊǊȅέ ²ƻƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ by shooting himself with a hand gun in 1971. 

¶ Notes that the FBI now admits in writing (but does not explain) to destroying (in 1978) files on or 

which may have pertained to the Katharine Thompson Wood murder case in Pennsylvania. 

                                                           
2
 W¢Ωǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ άYŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΣέ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ мфру ǿƛƭƭΣ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ Řeath, the 
ǘȅǇŜǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǊŜ άYŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŜΣέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ    
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¶ Provides the reader with all the Federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests made, and 

their outcome.  (No foreign, state or municipal FOIA or similar requests were made.) 

¶ Provides all interviews on the JT disappearance and the Katharine Thompson Wood murder in as 

word-for-word form as possible.  

¶ Provides a άǊƻŀŘ ƳŀǇέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ undertake a more in-depth scientific analysis of the 

Jim Thompson disappearance mystery, and perhaps even solve the case.  This approach would 

involve using the standard modern SAR techniques of probability theory analysis, Mattson 

scenario-building and voting, and human remains detection dogs (HRDs ς άŎŀŘŀǾŜǊ ŘƻƎǎέύ ǘƻ 

search the high probability areas in the Cameron Highlands identified during the Mattson 

process.       

Hence this report does not claim to solve the Jim Thompson disappearance mystery, but does advance 

the case, opens a new line of inquiry, and offers an approach which might lead toward a clearance and 

resolution.    

Good hunting! 

Lew Toulmin 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Moonlight Bungalow in the Cameron Highlands, 

the last known point (LKP) for Jim Thompson 
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CH Cameron Highlands, a small resort in the high jungles of north central peninsular Malaysia 
CIA US Central Intelligence Agency 
CTs Communist (or Chinese) Terrorists (term used during and after the Malay Emergency) 
FBI US Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FOIA US Freedom of Information Act (or requests under that Act) 
GE Google Earth 
HRD Human remains detection (dogs), ƻŦǘŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άŎŀŘŀǾŜǊ ŘƻƎǎέ 
Helo Helicopter 
IPP Initial planning point 
JK Joshua Kurlantzick (author of The Ideal Man, a biography of Jim Thompson) 
JT Jim Thompson 
KL Kuala Lumpur (capital of Malaysia) 
LAT Latitude 
LE Law enforcement (personnel or agencies) 
LKP Last known position (or point) 
LoC US Library of Congress 
LONG Longitude 
MB Moonlight Bungalow (in Tanah Rata, CH, where JT was staying when he disappeared) 
NASAR US National Association for Search and Rescue 
OMF Overseas Mission Fellowship (bungalow in the CH near the MB) 
OSS Office of Strategic Services (US agency in WW II, predecessor of the CIA) 
PCV US Peace Corps Volunteer 
PoA Probability of Area 
PoD Probability of Detection 
POI Person of interest 
RAMC Royal Army Medical Corps (a division of the British Army) 
SAR Search and rescue/recovery 
US AID US Agency for International Development 
USD United States dollar 
US DoS US Department of State 
USG US Government 
WW II World War II 
WX Weather conditions 
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Purpose and Format of this Report 

The purpose of this report is to assemble the scientific evidence related to the 1967 Jim Thompson (JT) 

disappearance case in Malaysia, and the possibly related 1967 Katharine Thompson Wood murder case 

in Chester County, Pennsylvania, in the way that a SAR investigator or homicide detective would put 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƛƭŜ ƻǊ άmurder book,έ but with the addition of various analyses, theories, scenarios and 

probability assessments.  It is not intended as a best seller.  The narrative consumes about 100 pages, 

and then annexes with original source material, including interviews, constitute the other 570+ pages.  

Footnotes are used extensively to cite sources, so that these sources can be evaluated ς sources on this 

case vary from reliable eyewitnesses, to persons who allege Jim Thompson was kidnapped and killed by 

a vicious gang of Chinese secret society members and Rotary Club thugs!  (William Warren, The New 

York Times, 21 April 1968, copy in the annexes.)  Many of the footnotes refer to the four books written 

on W¢Ωǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ the case; full citations are provided on these for readers wishing more information.   

Interviews, pictures, maps, latitudes and longitudes of key positions, are all provided, so that future 

researchers interested in a scientific examination of the case can use this case file as a reference and 

starting point.  Two versions of the report were prepared: a full version and a redacted version.  The 

latter has the phone numbers, emails and addresses of the interviewees removed.  The full version may 

be made available to serious, qualified researchers, law enforcement, or SAR staff, on request.  

This report does not try to delve deep into the life of JT, or the politics of his era.  These topics are 

discussed at great length in the four major previous books on the disappearance, and hence are only 

outlined here, to help reviewers decide if the searŎƘ ŦƻǊ W¢ ƛƴ мфст ǿŀǎ ŀ άōƻƎǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ƛƴ {!w 

ǇŀǊƭŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  ! άōƻƎǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘέ όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άōŀǎǘŀǊŘέ ƻǊ άƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘύ is one 

in which the victim has left the general search area, either voluntarily or involuntarily, and hence SAR 

resources used in the search area are being wasted, and searchers are being put at risk for no reason.   

The annexes provide original source material that may be useful regarding the case and its main subject 

and his character, including information on JƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ h{{ όǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

CIA); documents showing that he was supplying arms and war materials to rebel groups in SE Asia in the 

1950s; declassified letters and memos (mostly from the US State Department) on the disappearance; 

news clippings on the JT case and on the murder of his sister; a cache of letters written to and by JT; 

information on his will and administration in Delaware, etc.  None of these original source materials 

were presented in any previous books or articles (although some have been footnoted and/or 

discussed).  The annexes also provide detailed summaries of all interviews, as word-for-word as 

possible, that I conducted regarding the search, disappearance and murder cases.   

Introduction and Summary of the Disappearance and Murder  

The Jim Thompson case is in essence very simple.  An important, wealthy and creative man was on 

vacation at a small resort in the high rugged jungle of Malaysia, apparently went for a Sunday afternoon 

walk, and disappeared without a trace, despite a massive search.   
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All previous analyses of the Jim Thompson case have focused on his exotic life, and have treated the 

search for him in the jungle as a philosoǇƘƛŎŀƭ άōƭŀŎƪ ōƻȄΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴanalyzable.  

Furthermore, all previous analyses have generally taken as likely or certain that since the search was 

άǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣέ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ 

history, and that there is no point in questioning this assertion, and no way to dispute or even assess 

this assumption.  Most writers have explicitly or tacitly agreed with H.G. Torbert, an Assistant Director of 

Congressional Relations for the US Department of State, who reviewed the situation and stated in 1969 

in a letter to US Senator Edmund Muskie that the JT search haŘ ōŜŜƴ άǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜέ  

(Galleher, p. 162).  

Yet most writers on the case would acknowledge, even if wedded to a conspiracy and murder theory, 

that there is at least a one percent chance thŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ƭȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǳƴŦƻǳƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Cameron 

Highlands (CH) jungle.  And even the most adamant advocate of the idea that JT just got lost and died in 

the jungle (and there are very few of these advocates, except, perhaps, William Warren), would 

acknowledge that there is at least a one percent chance that he left the CH, either voluntarily or not, 

and his body is elsewhere, far outside the CH search area.   

So there is a wide range of possibilities, between 1 and 99 percent, ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ still inside the 

general search area.  It is the goal of this report to use modern SAR techniques to derive a more 

accurate and narrow percentage estimate for this range.  It is also the purpose of this report to advance 

the case in a scientific way, to eliminate causes for the disappearance that are not credible, to 

scientifically evaluate all alleged eyewitnesses, and to suggest fruitful ways in which additional research 

could further refine the estimates and even perhaps solve the case.  All of this is new work.  

Katharine Thompson Wood, the elder sister of JT, was murdered in her home in Chester County, 

Pennsylvania a few months after JT disappeared.  She was bludgeoned to death with a blunt instrument 

in a vicious and very bloody crime, yet nothing was stolen, she was not molested, her two guard dogs 

did not protect her, and not a clue was left at the scene.  According to the Pennsylvania State Police cold 

case officer, the case is considered open and unsolved, as of 2014-5 (see interviews).  With regard to this 

case, it is the purpose of this report to review the information available (which is unfortunately rather 

limited), and to establish the likelihood (or not) that this murder was related to the JT disappearance.  

This report does name possible suspects ƻǊ άǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ,έ and provides analysis of arguments for 

and against these persons being POIs, but concludes that there is not enough evidence to point 

definitively to any particular person.   

Previous Major Research and Theories 

Books 

There are four non-fiction books specifically on JTΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ disappearance (and there are also various 

novels inspired by the case).  Most of these four focus more on his life than on the disappearance or the 

search tactics.  In order of my ranking of their reliability, these four non-fiction works are: 
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William Warren, Jim Thompson: The Unsolved Mystery (Singapore: Archipelago Press, 1998 (2nd ed.); first 

published in 1970 as The Legendary American).  Warren was a close friend of JT and concludes that JT 

was kidnapped, did away with himǎŜƭŦΣ ƻǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ άǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘέ in the jungle (pp. 234-5).  However, he 

states that none of these theories is really satisfactory.  The book is well written, has a neutral tone and 

credible detail, and contains some useful, but short, information on the search effort.  It should be 

noted that Warren was not at the scene during the 1967 search, but rather was located in Bangkok, and 

used interviews and secondary sources in his write-up.  His book came out originally just three years 

after the JT disappearance.  

Joshua Kurlantzick, The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson and the American Way of War 

(Hoboken NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2011).  Writing very recently, Kurlantzick seems to think that JT was 

likely murdered by Thai ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǊƛǾŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άŜŀǎȅέ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

modest price (pp. 202-3).  He offers no proof, unfortunately, not does he explain how the assassin knew 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /I όƪƴƻǿƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ W¢Ωǎ άŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ŀŎŎƻrding to Galleher) or engineered the 

ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƘƻƳŜ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪΦ  Nor does he 

explain why such an assassination should take place in the difficult-to-access area of the CH (and an area 

where almost every stranger was noticed), rather than in easy-to-access, anonymous locations such as 

Bangkok, Penang or Singapore.  Nor does he deal with the difficulty an assassin would have in figuring 

out when to make his move, how to observe the MB, and how to dispose of the body.  Reading between 

the lines (see page 153), it seem likely that Kurlantzick thinks that the true culprit was the wife of Field 

Marshal (and deceased Prime Minister) {ŀǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ ŀǊƳȅΤ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άǾƛƭŜΧǊǳǘƘƭŜǎǎέ 

woman and business rival of JT.  The book is more a biography of JT and an analysis of his turbulent 

times than an analysis of the disappearance, but it does have much useful and excellent information in 

terms of profiling JT as the subject of the investigation.  

KǳǊƭŀƴǘȊƛŎƪΩǎ volume is well written, analytical, and generally properly footnoted.  It relies on unnamed 

CIA sources for certain key items, and some important assertions are not footnoted.  It focuses on 

documenting, analyzing and criticizing the CIA, the war in Vietnam, and various Thai political figures, and 

only has about a page on the actual disappearance timeline and clues (p. 184) and a few pages (186-9) 

on the search.  The book allows little chance that the cause was an accident in the jungle.  Surprisingly, 

the book does not mention or analyze ǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ   

In email correspondence with me, Kurlantzick (a researcher/writer at the Council on Foreign Relations in 

Washington, DC) stated that he might have some Malaysian police reports re the JT disappearance.  

Naturally I requested copies, and said ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άIƻƭȅ DǊŀƛƭέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ.  He 

stated via email he would look for these items, but eventually and unfortunately went silent, did not 

respond to emails, and never produced these important documents.   

aǊΦ IŜƴǊȅ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ ƻŦ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ YǳǊƭŀƴǘȊƛŎƪΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

ǎŜŜƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŀ άǘǳǊƪŜȅέ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ.  (See annex.)   He did not 

elaborate on this judgment.   
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Martha Galleher, ¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ ¢Ƙŀƛ {ƛƭƪ YƛƴƎΥ  ! bƛŜŎŜΩǎ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ (no publishing location 

cited, but probably Baltimore, MD: self-published, 2007).  Ms. Galleher, a niece of Jim Thompson (who 

had no children) feels that the most likely explanation for the disappearance was that JT was still 

involved in intelligence work, left the MB to go on a secret mission to China, and there tried to get China 

to reconcile its differences with the US, and then get China to put pressure on North Vietnam to end the 

Vietnam war.  Unfortunately, she offers no proof whatsoever for this opinion.  She also pursued various 

lines of inquiry for many years, including the theory that JT went to Cambodia.  She approached Prince 

Sihanouk, the ruler of Cambodia, about this possibility, and even got responses from him and got him to 

άƻǇŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ,έ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ  IŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

State Department and other reports she received in 1967-8.  (Almost none of which are now present in 

the US archives or via FOIA from US DoS.) 

Edward Roy De Souza, {ƻƭǾŜŘΗ ¢ƘŜ άaȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎέ 5ƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ¢Ƙŀƛ 

Silk King (Tarentum, PA: Word Association Publishers, 2010).  This book concludes that JT intentionally 

disappeared, exited the Cameron Highlands in one of two black cars with Thai license plates that were 

traveling together, was spotted in these cars by several witnesses, and two months later was seen in 

Tahiti.  Thus JT intentionally disappeaǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ 

lack of proof, lack of discussion or identification of real eyewitnesses who could be examined, lack of 

detail or critical analysis, and its rather poor writing, reduces its credibility.  

De Souza does provide helpful information on the size of the search effort and the personalities 

involved.  He does not allow for the possibility that JT was the victim of an accident and ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ body 

was missed by the searchers in the jungle. 

The quality of the analysis and writing should be taken into account in evaluating assertions by the 

various writers.  

Other Researchers or Actors 

Capt. Mokh Ta Mohammad. He participated in and was a leader in the 1967 JT search, as a Lieutenant in 

the Malaysian Army.  He was interviewed in detail during this analysis (see the annex on interviews; he 

had never before been interviewed on this case).  He feels (as did the other search leaders) that JT 

voluntarily left the MB compound in a car, and never entered the jungle.  This attitude was based on 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘ άǘǊŀƛƭƛƴƎέ ŘƻƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ three bloodhound-type dogs searched around the MB, and 

would not leave the MB area and could noǘ ǘǊŀƛƭ W¢Ωǎ scent into the jungle or down the only access road.  

(This search dog evidence has never before been described by any other writer, journalist or analyst.) 

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǇǘΦ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘƻƎ ǳǎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ 

ǿƘƻ όǇΦмосύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ άƻƴŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ōƭƻƻŘƘƻǳƴŘέ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ search ŘŀȅΣ άŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǎŎŜƴǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǇŀŎƪέ ŦǊƻƳ LǇƻƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƻǊ ƴƻƴ-

availability.  This contradiction is unresolved, but I lean strongly toward the Captain, since he was very 

present and active at the scene, and Warren was not. 
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Capt. Phillip J. Rivers.  Rivers is a researcher and former Singapore police officer who lives in the CH and 

has taken a serious interest in the case.  He was interviewed at length during this analysis (see the 

annexes).  He presented a paper on the JT case in 2010 at Ipoh, Malaysia (his interview contains a copy 

of the paper).  He feels that JT was hit by accident by a speeding truck, and his body transported by the 

driver to a location north of Tanah Rata, and buried, where the bones were found many years later.  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ άōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƴŀƘ wŀǘŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ 

Office.  (However, my interviews with District Medical Officers in the CH show that these bones have 

now been lost, and that there is, unfortunately, no provable connection between JT and the now-lost 

bones.  In fact, the bones may not have even been human.)   

Capt. RiversΩ views on the case are of interest partly because he states that he once had possession of 

the original or copies of all or part of the Malaysian police file on the JT case, and he used these 

documents in drafting his 2010 paper.  (The local police and the Police Museum in KL do not now 

possess any relevant files.)  He is not sure where this file is now, and thinks he may have lent it at his 

2010 paper presentation to a lawyer (name now forgotten by Rivers) who attended the meeting.  These 

files, if found, would be extremely valuable in advancing the case.  

Donald Smith, West Kingston, RI.  Mr. Smith is researching the JT and KTW cases, and feels they are 

closely connected to the Nugan Hand Bank scandal, in which an Australian merchant bank was 

fraudulently created in 1973 and allegedly conducted numerous criminal activities through 1980, when 

one founder was found dead of a gunshot wound (perhaps a suicide) and the other disappeared, along 

with $50 million.  (See Wikipedia for more details.) This bank reportedly had numerous connections with 

the CIA and US military, including (according to Smith) General Edwin Black (a friend of and searcher for 

JT), and is part of a 30-year-long conspiracy reaching up to the Iran-Contra scandal.  Mr. Smith thinks 

ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ άŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣέ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƘƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿas secretly 

driven by Dr. Ling to a clandestine meeting the next morning.  Then JT disappeared to start another life.  

Smith is planning a book on this subject.3 

Psychics, Mystics, Nessie, Bigfoot, Etc. 

Probably because a substantial reward was offered, and mysticism has deep roots in Thailand, Malaysia 

and SE Asia, over 118 psychics and mystics came forward in 1967 and 1968 to offer their advice on 

ǿƘŜǊŜ W¢ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ  όά/ƭǳŜ [ƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƴŜǎΣέ The Star, 30 March 

2010.)  None of this advice led to any concrete or verifiable results.   

Surprisingly, no-one suggested that JT was abducted by aliens.   

Such involvement of psychics or mediums has no place in this scientific report, had no input into it, and 

little or no reference to these many theories or visions will be made in this analysis.   While scores or 

even hundreds of pages in the previous books on the disappearance deal with the responses of these 

psychics, there will be no such discussion here.   

                                                           
3
 Phone interview, March 2015 and email transmission, April 2015.  
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It is interesting that the FBI in files (revealed here for the first time) states that one of these prominent 

psychics in the JT case was a known charlatan, but that the FBI was careful to not alert people outside 

the Bureau to this fact, not even a US Army general very closely involved in the case.   

The Subject of the Search 

Images of Jim Thompson 

 

Jim Thompson during World War II 
(Time Tunnel Museum)  

 
 

 

Jim Thompson shortly before  
his disappearance 

(Time Tunnel Museum)  
 
 

 
 

Jim Thompson shortly before his disappearance 
(Time Tunnel Museum)  

 
 

 
 

Jim Thompson with spindles of his Thai silk 
(Tio People, of Malaysia) 
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Background of the Subject 

¶ Full name:  James Harrison Wilson Thompson; ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άWƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴέ  

¶ 61 years old in 1967, born March 21, 1906, in Greenville, Delaware, USA, to a prominent family.  

Youngest of five children.  Father was a wealthy textile manufacturer. 

¶ Graduated from Princeton University in 1928; then studied architecture at the University of 

Pennsylvania but did not get a second degree.  

¶ Practiced architecture and interior design between 1931 and 1940.  His annual salary rose from 

$2400 in 1931 to $8000 in 1940 (OSS/CIA FOIA4); this latter was a comfortable sum but did not 

account for his later wealth.  

¶ Was a liberal in politics, and switched from Republican to Democrat shortly before WW II 

¶ Spoke and read French fluently 

¶ Introduced during ²² LL ǘƻ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ άtŀǘέ Maury ThravesΣ ŀ άōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƳƻŘŜƭέ άму ȅŜŀǊǎ his 

ƧǳƴƛƻǊέ whom he married and later divorced.5  JT was introduced in 1942 to Thraves by Edwin 

Black, the US Army officer and later Brigadier General who participated in the search for JT in 

Malaysia in 1967.  (Galleher, pp. 1 and 35.) 

¶ Joined the military (Delaware National Guard (DeSouza, p. 3)) as a private in November 1940 

(OSS/CIA FOIA), then a year later was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant.  Served in the United States 

in the US Army Coastal Artillery Command (CAC; from OSS/CIA FOIA). Transferred to the OSS 

(Office of Strategic Services, the forerunner of the CIA), in the fall of 1943, later serving in France 

(from a base in north Africa), the Balkans (apparently from a base in Italy), Ceylon and Siam 

(Thailand).  This service almost certainly included training and activities in hand to hand fighting, 

evasion and escape, jungle warfare, explosives, and spying and sabotage behind enemy lines.  It 

is documented that he was certified during the war in the use of a Colt .45 pistol and a machine 

gun (OSS annex and CIA/OSS FOIA), but he was likely expert in many other weapons.  (No 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǿŀǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘΦύ  Iƛǎ ά¢ȅǇŜ ƻŦ 5ǳǘȅέ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ h{{ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƴ άŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊέ όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΤ h{{κ/L! ChL!ύΦ  

¶ When his niece Martha Galleher (p. 45) asked JT about his activities in WW II, JT told her to read 

the non-fiction book The White Rabbit, by Bruce Marshall, about F.F.E. Yeo-Thomas.  Thomas 

was a British Special Operations Executive (SOE) agent and saboteur, who parachuted into 

France during the war to undertake sabotage missions, was captured, tortured, and sent to 

several prison camps and concentration camps, where he tried unsuccessfully to escape. 

Thomas survived the war and eventually lived in France.  JT did reveal to Martha that he (JT) 

άǇŀǊŀŎƘǳǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ CǊŀƴŎŜέ ƻƴ ŀ άǎŜŎǊŜǘ h{{ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴέ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ рфύΦ 

                                                           
4
 This reference is used when material was obtained in hard copy via FOIA from the CI! ƻƴ W¢Ωǎ h{{ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

material is not included in the annexes for reasons of space. 
5
 According to various sources on www.ancestry.com, Patricia Maury Thraves was born on 29 August 1920 (or 22 

February 1920) in Virginia.  She married JT on 30 June 1943 at Ft. Monroe, Virginia, and divorced him near the end 
of 1946.  She later remarried and had children but separated from her second husband and died in California in 
1969.  (Galleher, p. 35; Ancestry.com) 

http://www.ancestry.com/
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¶ JT was trained in jungle warfare and survival in Ceylon, for a mission to parachute into Thailand 

to help the Thai resistance movement against the Japanese.  But this parachute mission did not 

occur, since atomic bombs were dropped on Japan and the war ended just before he was to 

jump into Thailand. (Warren, pp. 42-43).  JT flew into Bangkok instead.  JT won five Bronze Stars 

for his OSS service and exploits. (JK, p. 33, and FBI annex.)  

¶ Late in the war but while in Thailand, JT άǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀέ ό5Ŝƴƛǎ 

Horgan, The Bangkok World (West Hartford, CT: Bluefoot Books, 2013, p. 57).  [Note that this 

timing contradicts the time line immediately above.] 

¶ By June 1946, JT had attained the rank of Lt. Colonel in the US Army/OSS (OSS/CIA FOIA), thus 

rising from private to Lt. Col. in less than six years, a terrific achievement.    

¶ During the war, JT was promoted rapidly and generally received good evaluations, but one very 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƻƴ у !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпрΣ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ƳŀǊƪ ƛƴ άŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΧƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦέ (OSS/CIA FOIA). 

¶ After the war, JT served as the top OSS officer όǘƘŜ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǘǘŀŎƘé;έ see annex) in Bangkok, 

apparently for about 10 months (February 1946 through November or December 1946; the 

service records are not clear), working closely with Thai political leaders and various resistance 

leaders around south-east Asia.  He was thus for this period the equivalent of a modern CIA 

Chief of Station, a very powerful position. 

¶ JT resigned from US intelligence (the OSS) on 1 January 1947 (JK, p. 91; US National Archives; see 

Annexes for a copy of the resignation letter) but reportedly continued to work with the 

intelligence community as a CIA asset and agent (but not officer), setting up key meetings with 

his many contacts.  (JK, p. 91.)   

¶ An OSS personnel memo from ф 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпс ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Σ άŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǘǘŀŎƘé at 

.ŀƴƎƪƻƪΣ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻǎǘΧΦIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ƛŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ  

Interestingly, the next sentence is completely redacted -- after 70 years! (See annex.) From the 

context of the first sentence, it seems possible that JT was immedƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άƛƭƭŜƎŀƭέ 

upon his resignation as an OSS officer ς meaning that he would return to Siam and work for US 

intelligence as a private person, not under diplomatic cover.   

¶ A week after he officially resigned, JT was invited by an OSS official ǘƻ ŀ άŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

h{{ CŀǊ 9ŀǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ άŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǳǘŦƛǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΧȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ [ŀƻǎΣ ŜǘŎΧΦǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ 

John Carter Vincent and all the Far East ōƛƎ ǎƘƻǘǎΦέ6  (OSS/CIA FOIA.) 

¶ JT was accused in writing in a formal protest by the French government in the 1950s of 

smuggling arms and supplies to the anti-colonial forces in Cambodia (National Archives II, see 

annex).  He was more influential and certainly more famous than most American diplomats and 

intelligence officers in Thailand.   He was described by Secretary of the US Navy Paul Fay in 1963 

ŀǎ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛƴ Southeast Asia ǘƻŘŀȅέ (Galleher, p. 156).  

¶ Although JT is thought by many observers and press writers to have been an important figure in 

US intelligence as late as his disappearance, Horgan (Bangkok World, pp. 60-61) disagrees, and 

                                                           
6
 John Carter Vincent (1900-1972) was a distinguished diplomat and China hand, who was Director of the US State 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ CŀǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ό²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀύΦ  
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ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфслǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ²ŀǊΣ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

crowd sailing that shipΦέ   

¶ JT formed the Thai Silk Company in 1948 with $25,000 USD in capital, and owned about 25 

percent of the shares (JK, p. 93.) or 90 of 500 shares (Warren, pp. 67-68).  Through this 

investment and through an inheritance, he was a millionaire.  In fact, even after his company, 

house and antiques were given to a foundation, his residual wealth, distributed to eight 

nephews and nieces, was reported at $1.1 million USD (O. Wells Foster clip file, see annexes).  

(This amount would be worth about $8 million USD in 2014 (www.usinflationcalculator.com) or 

between $6 million and $21 million (www.measuringworth.com)).  (Note, however, that the 

estate administration papers on file in Delaware (see annex) show that the JT estate in the USA 

was considerably smaller than reported in the press, about only 10-15% of the press figure.) 

¶ JT was decorated with the very prestigious Order of the White Elephant by the Thai government, 

in recognition of his development of the Thai silk industry (Warren, p. 121).  

¶ JT later apparently became opposed to US involvement in Vietnam, and by 1967 had supposedly 

turned against the CIA and US government policies (JK, p. 200).  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ W¢Ωǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

biographer William Warren (pp. 226-тύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ƘŀŘ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ǿŀǊέ ŀƴŘ άǊŜōǳƪŜŘέ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ   It is not clear if JT was still helping the CIA in 

the middle 1960s, or if his assistance was no longer wanted since he was (or may have been) 

questioning the wisdom of US involvement in Vietnam, or (per Horgan) was simply no longer a 

real player.  

Physical Description of the Subject 

¶ άMedium heightέ (Warren, p. 19); 5 feet 9.5 inches tall (OSS WW II service record from 1945; 

see annexes)Τ άǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜέ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ нпύ; about 5 feet 10 inches tall in March 1967 (Horgan 

interview).  In a 4 May 1967 FBI letterhead memorandum (LHM), an unnamed (redacted) 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ рΩфέ ǘŀƭƭ όǘƘƛǎ [Ia ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴŜȄŜǎύΦ  CǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

this respondent is very likely Martha Galleher.   

¶ Blue eyed (Warren, p. 19)Τ άōǊƛƎƘǘ ōƭǳŜ ŜȅŜǎέ όWYΣ ǇΦ пύ; blue eyes (FBI LHM of 4 May 1967) 

¶ Grey hair (FBI LHM of 4 May 1967) 

¶ Soft spoken (Warren, p. 19) 

¶ Deeply tanned (Warren, p. 19) 

¶ Large nose, wrinkled brow, balding, deep voice, intense stare (Galleher, p. 24) 

¶ Somewhat overweight in 1967 (Warren, p. 19); 150 pounds in WW II (OSS service record).  

Horgan (interview) states that he estimates that JT was about 175 pounds in March 1967.  In the 

FBI LHM of 4 May 1967, the redacted respondent (likely Galleher) states that JT weighed 155 

pounds.  From examining photos of JT shortly before the disappearance and photos of him at his 

ǘǊƛƳ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ²² LL ƻŦ мрл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ IƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ 

at about 175 pounds in March 1967 is closer to the mark.  

¶ Right handed (Capt. Mohammad interview and Horgan interview) 

¶ ά{Ƙŀōōȅ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊέ ς from a redacted FBI informant in Thailand (FBI memo of 3 May 1967 on the 

JT case; see annex) 

http://www.usinflationcalculator.com/
http://www.measuringworth.com)/
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¶ Blood type: AB (ŦǊƻƳ άLƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ WΦIΦ²ΦΣέ OSS/CIA FOIA). 

Unfortunately, no sources found give his exact, certain height and weight at the time of the 

disappearance, or whether he had ever had any broken bones or unusual dental work.  Medical and 

dental records would be useful to locate and preserve, in case the remains of JT are ever found.  

Physical and Medical Condition of the Subject 

JT exhibited the following physical and medical conditions in the 1960s: 

¶ Unusually susceptible to bronchial disorders, had been in the hospital with pneumonia twice in 

the previous three years (Warren, p. 19) 

¶ IŀŘ άǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ōƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ ǇƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀέ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ  years ago [before 1967] (Galleher, p. 104) ƻǊ άƘŀŘ 

twice had pneumonia in the last two yearsέ (Galleher, p. 64) 

¶ For the past year (before March 1967) had been subject to painful gallstone attacks; was 

prescribed pills which he was to take if he felt an attack coming on; had reluctantly accepted 

advice that he must have a gall bladder operation soon (Warren, p. 19).   

¶ W¢Ωǎ Ǝŀƭƭ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΣ ƛƴ ŀ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǊƻƻƳΣ 

ƘŜ άǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜέ  ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ мфύΦ   

¶ ά²ŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƻ ǎƛŎƪ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊέ (JK, p. 150; 

this was apparently not long before the disappearance). 

¶ ²ŀǎ ŀ άŦǊŀƛƭ см-year-ƻƭŘέ όIƻǊƎŀƴΣ Bangkok World, p. 64).  Horgan knew JT well and visited his 

house regularly in the company of Brigadier General Black. 

¶ Despite all the above apparent problems, on 8 May 1967 (about five weeks after the 

disappearance) ǘƘŜ C.L ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ W¢Ωǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ wƛŎhard B. Capps, MD, and 

Capps stated that he had examined JT on 6 October 1966 (about six months before the 

disappearance).  At this examination JT reported that he had had gallstone attacks about every 

six months and these caused pain, nausea and vomiting.  Capps also stated that JT had had 

amoebic dysentery since 1962.  Capps found no indication of heart disease or hypertension, and 

doubted that the gallstone or dysentery could be related to the disappearance.   (8 May 1967 

FBI report, see annex.)   

Medications Taken by the Subject 

JK took the following medications for his ailments in the 1960s: 

¶ άDŀƭƭ ǎǘƻƴŜ Ǉƛƭƭǎέ ŦƻǊ a gall bladder malady. (JK, p. 184.)  

¶ ά!ƴǘƛōƛƻǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƴŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǘƻ ƴǳƳō Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

the Bangkok Nursing Home [a major hospital in Bangkok]Χto clear his body of dysentery and 

ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ōǳƎǎέ (JK, p. 149). 

¶ Galleher (pp. 5 and 54ύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ άǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ŎȅŀƴƛŘŜ Ǉƛƭƭǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ōŜŘ ƛƴ 

Bangkok [as late as 1961 and perhaps later]Σ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊǊŀƴέ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ  

This she felt was proof that he was a CIA asset and hence he felt he could not be taken alive.  



20 
 

¶ W¢ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ άǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ ǾƛǘŀƳƛƴ .-мн ǎƘƻǘǎέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƳployee at the Thai Silk 

Company (Galleher, p. 68). 

¶ ά!ǘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфслǎΣέ W¢Ωǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƘƛƳ άƎǳƭǇƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊǘȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Ǉƛƭƭǎ 

ǇŜǊ Řŀȅέ ŦƻǊ ŘȅǎŜƴǘŜǊȅΣ ƎŀƭƭǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ ǇƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ άŀƳƻŜōŀǎέ όWYΣ ǇΦ морύΦ 

Clothing and Possessions of the Subject 

When he departed the a.Σ ǘƘŜ άƭŀǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘέ ƻǊ [Yt (or IPP), JT was dressed as follows and had the 

following possessions with him: 

¶ ²ŀǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ άǎƘƻǊǘ ǎƭŜŜǾŜŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜȅ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎέ όwƛǾŜǊǎ ƳǎΦΣ ǇΦ у; annex). 

¶ ²ŀǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ άƭƻƴƎ ǎƭŜŜǾŜŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀȅ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎέ όStraits Times, 30 March 1967) 

¶ ²ŀǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ άŘŀǊƪ ōƭǳŜ ǎƭŀŎƪǎέ ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ мотύ 

¶ ²ŀǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ άǎƘƻǊǘ ǎƭŜŜǾŜŘ ǎƘƛǊǘΣ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƛƭƪ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŀŦŜǊǎέ ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ номύ 

¶ ²ŀǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ άǎƘƻǊǘǎ, ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǎƘƻŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άƭŜŦǘ Ƙƛǎ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ verandah 

ŎƘŀƛǊέ ό/ŀǇǘΦ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿύΦ   Horgan (interview) states that in this casual holiday 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ W¢ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƴ άƭƻŀŦŜǊǎΦέ 

¶ 5ƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ άǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀƭƭǎǘƻƴŜ ǇƛƭƭǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ƧŀŎƪŜǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǊƳ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎέ όWYΣ ǇΦ мупύ 

when ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ a.Φ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀ όǇΦ ноύΣ W¢ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ Ƙƛǎ άǎǳƛǘ ƧŀŎƪŜǘΣ ŀ Ǉƛƭƭ ōƻȄΣ ŀ 

ǇŀŎƪŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊΦέ  DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ όǇΦ ноύ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ Ƙƛǎ άǎǳƛǘ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ƻƴ ŀ 

chair on the veranda [sic], his cigarettes, lighter, pillbox with gallbladder pills, passport, another 

ǎǳƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŎŀǎŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƻƻƳΦέ 

¶ Warren (p. 19) states that the gall stone medicine box was a silver antique box given to JT by 

one of his sisters.  JT ƧƻƪƛƴƎƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻȄ Ƙƛǎ άƧǳƴƎƭŜ ōƻȄέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ carried it on trips up-

country.  (It is apparently this box he left behind in the MB.)  Warren (p. 225) also states that JT 

may have left behind his gall stone pills ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ άŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦέ 

¶ In a remarkable statement apparently reported here for the first time, the FBI report on the case 

όнт !ǇǊƛƭ мфстΤ ǎŜŜ ŀƴƴŜȄύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ including wallet, 

ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΧέ  όŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘύΦ   άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ 

been ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ƘŜ ƘŜƭŘ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ІмтмтупΣ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ½ псннуфΧέ  

(Leaving behind his wallet was surely not the act of a man planning to start a new life 

somewhere else, or intending to meet an intelligence contact.)   

¶ JT only had about $100 USD worth of currency on him in the CH, according to Warren (p. 22); 

enough for about a week of minor expenses in the CH and Singapore.  However, assuming the 

άǿŀƭƭŜǘέ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ C.L ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΣ W¢ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΗ  

¶ It is clear from the various sources that JT took no camping or survival gear, water canteens, 

sleeping bag, parang (Malay version of a machete ς but better), food, knife, matches or other 

equipment.  (Warren, p. 231, states this explicitly.)  Furthermore, it is reasonable to infer that 

any such missing items would have been noted in the search of the MB and the questioning of 

its owners. 

¶ No sources report what kind of belt buckle, watch or rings JT was wearing; this is unfortunate, 

since these might help identify his body if found.  Horgan (interview) indicates that JT may not 
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have worn a belt, but rather just casual slacks.  Horgan states that JT usually wore a watch with 

a dark leather strap on his left wrist, with the clock face on the upper side of the wrist.  

Examination of the photos of JT shortly before the disappearance show a watch on the left 

wrist, and it appears (but is not certain) that he had on no ring or rings, and no neck or other 

jewelry. 

Habits, Orientation and Temperament of the Subject 

¶ JT was a cƘŀƛƴ ǎƳƻƪŜǊ όWYΣ ǇΦ мупύΣ ǿƘƻ άŎƻǳƭŘ ōŀǊŜƭȅ Ǝƻ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƳƻƪŜέ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻ 

άƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳέ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ όƛōƛŘ.).  According to Capt. 

Mohammad (see his interview) JT had tobacco or burn stains from smoking, on his right hand.  

The captain stated that JT left his pills and cigarettes in his room at the MB. 

¶ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ όǇΦ ннрύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ άǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ 

left behind his cigarettes.  Horgan (interview) states that as a smoker, JT might have taken 2-3 

cigarettes with him, while leaving behind the pack. 

¶ Capt. Mohammad also states that JT smoked a cigar on the MB verandah before leaving the MB, 

and the cigar stub was found there. 

¶ JT drank liquor sparingly despite entertaining celebrities, movie stars, visiting diplomats and 

other dignitaries almost every night in Bangkok at his celebrated collection of antique Thai 

houses.  (Warren, pp. 19-20.)  He was not a gourmet and did not over-indulge in food  (De 

Souza, p. 15), although he was apparently about 25 pounds heavier in 1967 than his trim 150 

pound OSS World War II weight (Horgan).  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ W¢Ωǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŦƻƻŘ 

ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ άǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŦƻƻŘ L ŜǾŜǊ ŀǘŜΦέ  (Interview 

ƛƴ άWƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΥ  ¢ƘŜ aŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎŜƴŘέ tŀǊǘ LLΣ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ оΥмлΦύ 

¶ Galleher (p. 188) states that rumors surfaced after the disappearance that JT might be a 

homosexual (despite his marriage during the war) and this might have something to do with the 

ŎŀǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ άǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ώW¢ϐ ƘŀŘ 

affairs, and they all thought this [idea] ǿŀǎ ŀōǎǳǊŘΦέ   By contrast, O. Wells Foster, who knew the 

family in DelŀǿŀǊŜκtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭΦέ  

(See the interviews section.)  ¢ƘŜ C.L ŦƛƭŜǎ όŀƴƴŜȄύ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ άǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ 

in the CH at a local hotel reported that JT was homosexual.  JK (p. 136-7) states that JT had 

numerous affairs with married women in Bangkok, and vigorously pursued and wanted to marry 

!ƳŜƭƛŀ άaŜƭƛέ wŀƴƎǎƛǘΣ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ {ŀƴƛŘƘ wŀƴƎǎƛǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΦ  JT reportedly had a brief affair 

in about 1955 with Elizabeth (Lisa) Lyons, fellow art lover, a US DoS cultural attache, and later 

ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŜƴƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ό!ƭŜǎǎŀƴŘǊƻ tŜȊȊŀǘƛΣ άWƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ {ƛƭƪ YƛƴƎΣέ tŜƴƴ 

Museum Expedition, Vol. 53, No. 1, Spring 2011; see also the annex on the Lyons letters, which 

includes a letter making it clear that they had had an affair).  The first of the Lyons letters 

ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜǊ ƻǊ ŀŘƳƛǊŜǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά!ƴŘǊŞeέ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎ ƻŦ [ȅƻƴǎΣ 

and who loved JT, but he did not really reciprocate her feelings. 

¶ wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ W¢Ωǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊΣ άIf angered, he was like a charging bull, but these moods never lasted 

ƭƻƴƎΦέ  W¢ ǿŀǎ άƻǇŜƴ-ƘŜŀǊǘŜŘΣέ ǎƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƻƻƪ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ нпύ 
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Finances of the Subject 

JT was a co-owner of the famous Oriental Hotel in Bangkok for a short period immediately after the war, 

but sold out his interest quickly, discouraged by its run down condition (De Souza, p. 8).  (This is now 

one of the most famous hotels in Asia -- he should have held on to it!) 

According to JK (pp. 150-153)Σ W¢Ωǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ the Thai Silk Company, Ltd. άǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслǎΣ 

ƎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ϷмΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфср ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊŎǳǘ W¢Ωǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻƴ ǇǊƛŎŜΣ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛƴƎ 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ  W¢Ωǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΣ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ 

tourists and locals alike.  JK states (p. 151) that JT seemed fairly unconcerned about his competition.   

Warren (pp. 67-68) stated that the Thai Silk Company was founded with 500 shares, that Thompson held 

90 shares but gave away six for various reasons (e.g., to a weaver who built his house compound), and 

thus was holding 84 of the 500 at the time of his disappearance.7  

I estimate that these shares were likely worth about $352,800 USD in 1967.  This is calculated as follows: 

turnover of $1.5 million (Warren, p. 127) times assumed profit margin of 20 percent times seven years 

(time frame an investor is likely willing to pay for) times 84/500 = $352,800.)  This was very comfortable 

indeed for 1967, but not in the millionaire class. 

Thompson was in fact a millionaire, however, due to his inheritance of a substantial (unnamed) business 

in the US from a cousin in the 1950s (Warren, p. суύΦ  W¢ άǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘέ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŜƎƎ όƛōƛŘ.).  

W¢Ωǎ salary as director of the Thai Silk Company in the late 1960s was $33,000 per year plus bonuses, a 

very comfortable amount.  (Warren, p. 67.)  

W¢Ωǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴȅ debts accumulated from gambling, drug usage or other unwise 

practices.    

Hence, unlike in some suicides or intentional disappearances, it does not appear that large debts or a 

failing business were a problem here.  There is no evidence that has been published that JT extracted 

funds from his company or bank accounts to use in creating a new identity elsewhere.  

Relationships and Associates of the Subject 

JT had close associations with many powerful and famous people and institutions, including: 

¶ OSS Director and later US !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά²ƛƭŘ .ƛƭƭέ 5ƻƴƻǾŀƴΦ  5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ 

ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ W¢Ωǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀƧƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ h{{Σ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ W¢ άƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƻǎǘ ŦǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ 

ōǊƻǘƘŜǊέ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ  όGalleher, p. 45.)  

                                                           
7
 Note that JK (p. 93) has a different view of the shares situation.  He states that JT founded the company with 

$25,000 USD raised from himself and a small group of investors, including old friends from the US and a member 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ tǊƛƴŎŜ {ŀƴƛŘƘ wŀƴƎǎƛǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ άƻƴƭȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ нр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ άƎŀǾŜ 
ŀǿŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎΦέ   



23 
 

Donovan served as US Ambassador to Thailand from 4 September 1953 to 21 August 1954 

(Wikipedia).  He was one of the most famous and powerful men of his era. 

 

¶ US intelligence.  JT was indisputably a member of the OSS through 1 January 1947, when he 

resigned (see the annexes for a signed copy of the resignation letter).   Information at the US 

National Archives indicates that he was almost certainly running guns and supplies to resistance 

groups in Cambodia in the 1950s, thus annoying the French government, who complained 

vigorously to the US Department of State.  (See reports in the annexes.)  It seems likely that he 

was doing this in cooperation with and perhaps under the direction of the CIA.   But by 1967 it 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ŀƴǘƛ-Vietnam war stand had led to a break in relations (JK, p. 193).  The CIA 

station chief in Bangkok stated to Martha Galleher that άWƛƳ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ /L!Φ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ƘƛƳ 

at his house one day but he flatly refused.  You know I was in charge of the Thompson 

[disaǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜϐ ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪΦέ  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ мутύ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴ-named station chief 

could have been lying, or twisting language, to say that he was trying to get JT back as a CIA 

officer, while he was already a CIA asset.  (JK, p. 192, names this CIA station chief as Robert 

Jantzen.) But it seems likely that by 1967 JT was just another businessman, albeit well-

connected, ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳΦ  Horgan (interview) even states that JT may have 

supported the war somewhat, and thus appears to contradict WYΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΦ  

 

¶ Leaders of various factions in Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and elsewhere in the region. Through his 

OSS work in 1946, and later work in supporting rebel groups, JT clearly knew most of the major 

players in the region, and had relationships with many.  For example, JT told Galleher that he 

άƘŜƭǇŜŘ tǊƛŘƛ tƘŀƴƻƳȅƻƴƎ ώ²² LL ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘϐ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ мфпт ŎƻǳǇέ ŀƴŘ that άƘŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ ст.)   

Confirming this, De Souza (p. 4) states that JT, while serving in Ceylon, was assigned to help the 

Free Thai Movement, and especially its leader, Pridi.  In another example, W¢ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

American official to make contact, in 1946, with Prince Souvanna Phouma, leader of the Lao 

ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǘƘŜǘ [ŀƻΦέ  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ тсΣ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ Life 

magazine.) 

 

¶ US Brigadier General Edwin Fahey Black.  General Black was in charge of US forces in NE 

Thailand, but left his post (and was criticized for doing so) to search for JT immediately after the 

disappearance. (Horgan, Bangkok World, pp. 61-62.) Black had introduced JT to the woman who 

became J¢Ωǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²² LL (Patricia Maury Thraves).  Black and JT were very close, as shown 

ōȅ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ the psychic Peter Hurkos.  These included: go to Malaysia to 

investigate the case, if money is needed, Gen. Black would get it, and if troops were needed to 

rescue JT, Gen. Black would secure them.  (Galleher, p. 82.)   

 

¶ Elizabeth (άLisaέ) Lyons.  According to Galleher (p. 23), Lyons was in Bangkok during the time of 

W¢Ωǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ immediately after the disappearance she agreed to άǎǘŀy in the [JT] 

house for a couple of weeks to organize the servants, who were confused and at loose ends 
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without JimΦέ  Warren (p. 184) states that Lyons lived in the JT house/museum in Bangkok for at 

ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ άƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅέ ŦƻǊ ŀ άŦŜǿ ƻƭŘ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ at about the three month mark.  This party led to rumors that JT had returned.  Letters 

in the Penn Museum in Philadelphia show that Lyons and JT were initially lovers and then 

become long-time friends.  (Copies of all these letters are presented in the annexes.)  She was 

an art expert and had worked for US DoS as an art curator.  The fact that she was in Bangkok, 

was an art expert, and lived in the JT house full time after the disappearance raises the question 

of ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ WƛƳΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ς such as access to his art 

collection.  Of course this is very speculative, but a modern police investigation would likely look 

into this.  There is no mention in any records that have surfaced to date of any looting of the JT 

art collection after his disappearance.   There is a list of items at the end of the Lyons letters 

ŀƴƴŜȄ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŘƻƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 

death.  There is no mention there of missing items.  

 

¶ Movie stars, ambassadors, other diplomats, military leaders, major businessmen, Thai 

politicians, etc.  Through his legendary entertaining, almost every night, at his fabulous house 

museum in Bangkok, JT knew virtually everyone important who came through Bangkok during 

the 1950s and 60s, and all the important people in town and in Thailand.  These parties ranged 

from small dinner parties to large affairs with up to 120 attendees (JK, p. 120).  Guests included 

Eleanor Roosevelt, Truman Capote, Barbara Hutton, Somerset Maugham, Benny Goodman, 

Henry Ford II, Sen. William Fulbright, Cecil Beaton, Doris Duke, Vice President Lyndon and Lady 

Bird Johnson, Ethel Merman, Adlai Stephenson, Tennessee Williams, Katherine Hepburn, the 

Kennedys, the du Ponts, various Rockefellers, the Eisenhowers, Prince Michael of Greece, 

άƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ƻǊ ƘŜƛǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣέ etc., etc. (JK, pp. 3 and 131-135 and De 

Souza, p. 14).  His Thai silk customers included Elizabeth Taylor, Princess Grace, Barbara Hutton, 

Lady Bird Johnson, the cast of the famous play about Thailand ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LΣέ part of the cast 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά.Ŝƴ IǳǊΣέ the Queen of Thailand, and many others.  (See Galleher, p. 26; and for 

ά.Ŝƴ IǳǊ,έ Barbara Hutton and Lady Bird Johnson see the Lisa Lyons letters.) 

 

Jim Thompson and his silk with Queen Sirikit of Thailand 
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Enemies, ŀƴŘ .ŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳōƧŜŎǘΩǎ Death 

Possible enemies of JT included: 

¶ YƘǳƴ όάIƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜέύ 5Ƙŀƴƛǘ ¸ǳǇƻΣ ǘhe Director-General of the Fine Arts Department of the Royal 

¢Ƙŀƛ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ όǇΦ мууύ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ άŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /L! ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪέ 

whom she interviewed in Hawaii after he retired, as saying that, άL ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿ WƛƳ ŀǎ ƳŀŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

was over those [three Buddha] ƘŜŀŘǎέ ǘŀƪŜƴ from Thompson by the Director, claiming that they 

were stolen.  She also states that eventually the Director agreed to give the heads back to 

Thompson, but never did, making JT even madder.  The two were clearly enemies.   It appears 

very likely that it was this Director who placed a truly vicious article in a Thai paper, almost a 

ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ W¢Ωǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŎǳƭǇǊƛǘ ƛƴ ƭƻƻǘƛƴƎ and even destroying 

Thai artifacts.  (See the Lisa Lyons annex.)  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴy foreigners 

who are destroying Buddha images and antiques, and among them was Jim Thompson, the Thai 

ǎƛƭƪ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΦέ   

 

¶ The Thai intelligence and police services and their political allies.  JT upset the Thai authorities 

with his support of Pridi Phanomyong, the former, deposed Prime Minister of Thailand.  Three 

very close friends of JT, also supporters of Pridi, were murdered in 1949 by Thai police under 

orders of Field Marshal Sarit ¢ƘŀƴŀǊŀǘ όάaŀǊǎƘŀƭ {ŀǊƛǘέύ, and this shocked JT and further soured 

his relations with Thai authorities.  (Galleher, p. 39)  Thai police continually tailed JT in 1953 

(Galleher, p. 26) apparently to see if JT had any contact with Pridi.  JK (pp. 191-193) quotes 

various named and un-named CIA and FBI sourŎŜǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ Ƙƻǎǘƛƭƛǘȅ 

toward the war in Vietnam, his business rivalry with the wife of Marshal Sarit, and his intense 

dislike of Marshaƭ {ŀǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ άƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƘƛƳ ώW¢ϐ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ¢Ƙŀƛ 

ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘese officials supposedly knew what really happened to JT.   (Note however the 

quite contrary view of a redacted FBI informant from Thailand (FBI memo of 3 May 1967, see 

!ƴƴŜȄύ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ¦{ !L5 ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ W¢Ωǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

knew JT socially through November 1966.  This source sǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ άǿŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 

ƎǊŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ мфссΦέύ 

 

¶ hƴŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊȅ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ the Thai Army chief, Field 

Marshal Sarit, one-time Prime Minister of Thailand (who had died in December 1963).  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WYΣ ǇΦ мроΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǾƛƭŜΧǊǳǘƘƭŜǎǎέ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ W¢Σ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ мрл ƭƻƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ¢Ƙŀƛ ǎƛƭƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ άǇƻŀŎƘ W¢Ωǎ ǿŜŀǾŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ άǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ 

ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊǳǎƘέ W¢Φ  Reading between the lines, JK seems to think that Madam Sarit and her 

ŎƭƛǉǳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ W¢Ωǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ   This lady may be the only possible 

ŜƴŜƳȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ W¢Ωǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ .Φ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ C.LΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊ ƻŦ {ƛŀƳΧǎƛƭƪ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅΣ 

ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ άǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ώW¢Ωǎϐ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ 

ōȅ ŘŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΦέ  (FBI report of 4 May 1967 on the interview of 2 May 1967; see FBI annex.) 
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¶ Thieves related to the Thai Silk Company.  According to Galleher (pp. 38 and 64), there were 

three major thefts connected to the Company.  First was a theft of $20,000 USD όάŀ ƘǳƎŜ 

ŀƳƻǳƴǘέ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ όIƻǊƎŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿύ); unfortunately Galleher does not make it really clear 

when this happened.   She does state that this theft had still not been cleared up by February 

1968, when it was still being looked into by company manager Charles Sheffield.  A suspect in 

this case was Nath, a company employee (Galleher, p. 68), ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŜȄƻƴŜǊŀǘŜŘΦ όbŀǘƘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ŀ 

doctor, gave periodic B-12 shots to JT.)   

 

{ŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŜŦǘ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ άпллΣллл ǘƛŎŀƭǎΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǎƛƭƪέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ 

1964 (Galleher, p. 56).   According to a 31 May 1964 JT letter to Lisa Lyons in the Penn Museum, 

this theft was investigated and all evidence (including suspicious bank accounts and setting up of 

a rival silk company) pointed to άNath,έ who was then confronted at a DirectorΩs meeting, and 

the Directors voted 5 to 1 that Nath was guilty.  However, in the same letter JT seems to change 

his mind, and feels that Nath was possibly innocent.  Nath was a long-time, trusted employee 

and friend of JT.  (It thus seems possible that Galleher was confused, and perhaps what she 

thought of as two separate thefts, were in fact one incident involving Nath.  Or perhaps he was 

involved in two incidents?  This is not clear.) 

 

²ŀǊǊŜƴ όǇΦ мнпύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ άƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

trusted employees were systematically robbing the silk company, but could not, for reasons of 

ŦŀŎŜΣ ōŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜŘΦέ 

 

The third (or second) theft was άǇŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ōȅ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ of the 

¢Ƙŀƛ wƻȅŀƭ CŀƳƛƭȅέ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ моп) for deliveries of Thai silk products.  This apparently was 

actually a theft from the Royal Family rather than from the Company, but if the theft was 

exposed, then a huge scandal would have erupted, and severe penalties would have been 

imposed on the culprits.  Thus a possible motive for murder might exist.  This incident occurred 

άǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WƛƳΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜέ όƛōƛŘ.).    

 

¶ aǊΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ¦Φ {ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘΣ W¢Ωǎ ǘƻǇ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ W¢ ŀǎ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ 

Silk Company.  A native of Texas, he always maintained that JT had an accident in the jungle.  

(De Souza, p. 114.)  Sheffield was in Bangkok at the time of the disappearance (JK, p. 185) but 

this is not complete proof of innocence, since assassins could reportedly be hired in Bangkok at 

quite a reasonable price. (!)  

 

¶ JT reportedly had as a lover Irena Yost, the glamorous Polish wife of diplomat Charles Yost, who 

eventually became Ambassador from the US to the United Nations.  (JK, pp. 61-2)  JK states that 

ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ άƛƴǘŜƴǎŜΣέ άǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣέ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳblicly flaunted with trips together to 

resorts, and Charles must have found out about it.  JK states (ibid.) that JT wanted desperately 

to marry Irena but she turned down his numerous proposals.  Unfortunately JK does not say 

when this affair ended.  WikipŜŘƛŀ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ¸ƻǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŘΩŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪ 
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for only part of 1946, and did not return to the region until 1954-6, as Minister and then 

Ambassador to Laos.  In early 1967 he was a consultant to the State Department; it is not clear if 

he was stationed in Washington DC.  Hence Charles Yost was perhaps an enemy of JT, and a 

possible but unlikely (and very distinguished!) POI.  

 

Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ LǊŜƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ όǇΦ ммпύ ŀǎ άŀ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 

ǿƻƳŀƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ W¢ ƘŀŘ ŀ άƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ άƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ άŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƛŦǘƛŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΣέ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ W¢ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ōǳǘ άƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘΦέ  

{ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘŀȅǎ ŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎ ŀǘ 

ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦέ 

 

 
 

Irena Oldakowska Yost 

 

¶ W¢Ωǎ ŜȄ-wife, Patricia Maury Thraves, ŀ άǳǎǳŀƭ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘΣέ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƭƭ ƛƴ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ the 

time of the disappearance.  According to a letter received by Galleher (p. 79) on March 12, 1967 

from JT (shortly before the disappearance)Σ W¢Ωǎ ŜȄ-ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ άǇŀǊŀƭȅȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳŀ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 

ōǊŀƛƴ ƘŜƳƻǊǊƘŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜέ ŀƴŘ W¢ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ he was so upset that he άŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ L ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƎƻƛƴƎΦέ   

 

¶ !ǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ό[ƛǎŀύ [ȅƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ W¢Ωǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƭƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ (or 

intermittent lover?) when he disappeared, was in Bangkok at the time of or immediately after 

the disappearance (her location on the exact date of the disappearance is not clear), and stayed 

in his house for about three months immediately after the disappearance.  She was an art 

expert.  There is no evidence of looting of the collection, or any evidence suggesting a 

breakdown in their friendly relationship, so as a suspect or POI she would seem to be possible 

but highly unlikely.   

Charles Yost 
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Sketch from a letter written 
by Jim Thompson to Lisa Lyons 

 

It seems likely that Lyons is the woman described by Warren (p. 114) as the woman that JT 

άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎŀǿ ƻƴ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ άǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ Χ ƘƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ ǘƻ W¢Σ 

but he never asked for her hand.  The Lyons correspondence (see annex) supports this 

conclusion. 

The Will(s) of the Subject  

The will of JT was mysterious, like everything about this case.  His first will (in Thailand) left almost all his 

assets in Thailand to the Siam Society (a well-respected and quasi-official society under royal patronage 

which researches and protects the heritage of Thailand), which would administer the JT house(s) as a 

museum.  JT revoked this will in March 1964 (see annexes, with original State Department memo and a 

signed JT letter explaining the revocation), due to a major dispute with the Director of the Thai 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Fine Arts Department, who had seized three Thai Buddha heads from JT, claiming they 

ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƻƭŜƴΦ  W¢ ǿŀǎ άƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƻ ŀƴƎǊȅέ ŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ мууύΦ  W¢ ǊŜǾƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

first will, and several years later created a second will, to leave everything to his nephew (he had no 

children), Henry Thompson III, a New York stockbroker (Galleher, p. 199; Warren, p. 201).    
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One of the heads seized from JT by the Thai Fine Arts Department,  
now in the National Museum 

 

The second wiƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ {ƛƭƪ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ W¢Ωǎ ¢Ƙŀƛ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΣ to 

Charles Kirkwood (a lawyer), to a lawyer in America, and to the US Embassy in Bangkok (Galleher, p. 

161).  But according to Galleher (ibid.), none of these copies were ever found, and the original second 

will only resurfaced on 23 March 1969, two years after the disappearance, when Charles Sheffield, 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŜǊǊƻƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ άǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎŀŦŜΦέ  DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ άǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎέ (ibid.).   

Warren (p. 201) has a somewhat different and probably more reliable version of the story of the second 

will.  He states that JT (after the dispute with the Thai government over the Buddha heads) removed his 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ άŀƳǇƘǳǊέ όŀ sort of local police station, where wills are stored in Thailand), and 

remained without a will for several years.  He then took the original will, and copied it over, substituting 

his nephew Henry Thompson III for the Siam Society in the relevant places, aǎ ǎƻƭŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊȅ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ 

ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴƻǊ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΦ   ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ W¢Ωǎ 

stock in the Thai Silk Company, his house/museum and its land, and his extensive art collection.  This 

second will was witnessed by Charles Sheffield and two Thai employees of the Thai Silk Company.  

However, JT apparently failed to file this revised will with the local amphur, and there was no copy or 

original there, and no entry in the logbook indicating it had been received.  (Note, by the way, that there 

were apparently no bequests of Thai property to lovers, other relatives or even friends.) 

During the two year hiatus between the disappearance of JT and the re-appearance of the second will, it 

appeared that the Thompson family might have to sue the Siam Society over the Thai portion of the 

estate, since it was well known via Sheffield and the witnesses that the will had been changed and a 

second version existed, and an original letter from JT existed, which stated that he had revoked his first 

will.   

But the main heir of JW, his nephew and stockbroker Henry Thompson III of New York, visited Thailand, 

and had a social and official meeting with the Siam Society. (See the State Department memos in the 
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annexes.)  The two parties agreed to avoid litigation, to set up a committee to run the house museum 

and estate until the seven year period required by Thai law expired and JT was declared dead, and to 

create a separate foundation to honor JT.    

Eventually, after the second will was found, the James Thompson Foundation was created to run the 

house museum, and that remains the situation to this day.  The Jim Thompson House is now one of the 

top five tourist attractions in Bangkok. 

Note that in all this it appears that the nephew, the heir under the second will, was quite uninterested in 

liquidating the estate and realizing its assets, and in fact appears to have wanted a separate entity to 

honor JT, and to ǊŜǘŀƛƴ W¢Ωǎ ŀǊǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ Thailand as part of the museum.  Thus his motive for 

somehow causing the disappearance is greatly diminished.   (See Warren, pp. 202-3 on this point.)  And 

this nephew, Henry Thompson III, was resident in the United States, quite remote from Bangkok in those 

ŘŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿ WƻƴŜǎ ǘƛŎƪŜǊ ǘŀǇŜ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻƪŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƛǊƳ in 

New York (JK, p. 185, and JT estate administration papers).  Thus it seems extremely unlikely that he is a 

viable POI or suspect. 

It should be also notŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Thai ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜΦ  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ όŎƭƛǇ ŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ hΦ ²Ŝƭƭǎ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴƴŜȄύΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ 

in the USA was $1.1 million, a very substantial sum, and this ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ W¢Ωǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƴŜǇƘŜǿǎ 

and nieces.  However, according to the estate administration papers from Delaware, the value of the JT 

estate in the US in 1974 (seven years after the disappearance), was much less, only about $139,000 USD.  

This contradiction is unresolved.   

Interests of the Subject 

¶ W¢ ƘŀŘ ŀ άǾŜǊȅ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊƻǳǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛƭŘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ǊΦ [ƛƴƎ 

(Straits Times, 29 March 1967; see press clippings annex below). 

¶ W¢ ǿŀǎ άŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǇŀǘƘ ƛŦ ƘŜ 

spotted some orchid or other interesting object.  To do that in the Cameron jungle could lead to 

all kinds of complications.  There are sheer drops, deep ravines, and maǘǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘΧέ  

([ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ нфΣ мфст ŦǊƻƳ wƛǘŀ !ƳƳǳƴŘǎŜƴ όǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ and friend) to Martha 

Galleher (Galleher, pp. 21-22)).  

¶ JT was interested in and keen on hikingΣ ŀƴŘ άŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴέ ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ ннпύΦ 

¶ JT seemed to delight in getting lost in the jungle ς ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŜƭŀǘŜŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ [ƛƴƎ Ǝƻǘ ƭƻǎǘ 

in the jungle for several hours on the day before the disappearance, even though Dr. Ling was 

shaken and pulled a ligament (De Souza, p. 22). 

¶ /ŀǇǘΦ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ same incident was that Jim led Dr. Ling on an attempt to walk cross 

country from the MB to the golf course in the valley below, which is in sight from the south edge 

of the MB compound and in a direct line is only 0.77 km or about a half a mile.  Presumably this 

adventure led south, from the tongue of grassy land in front of the Bungalow.   This attempt 

lasted several hours, due to the overgrown and broken nature of the country, and ultimately led 

to the two getting lost and never making it to the golf course.  (Rivers ms., p. 7.)  
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¶ JT was interested in hunting and reportedly skilled in survival techniques (JK, p. 30). 

¶ However, on the last item, consider the following.  General Sir Peter de la Billiere, who spent 

many years in the SAS, eventually commanding the elite (British) 22nd SAS Regiment, and who 

fought in the Malay Emergency in 1956, makes these points about jungle survival and fighting in 

peninsular Malaysia:  άbŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΧΦDǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅΣ by trial and error, we acquireŘ ŀ ŦŜŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ   Even though de 

la Billiere had already studied jungle warfare and survival as an SAS recruit and young soldier, it 

was only under the intense tutelage of a very experienced mentor, Corporal Ip Kwong Lao (who 

during WW II had walked all the way from Hong Kong to Burma to escape the Japanese and join 

.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎύΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ .ƛƭƭƛŜǊŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ άƎǊŀǎǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǊǳŘƛƳŜƴǘǎέ ƻŦ άƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦέ  όLooking for Trouble: SAS to Gulf Command (London: 

HarperCollins, 1994) pp. 106-111.)  ¢Ƙǳǎ W¢Ωǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

be more than the average person, but was not at the expert level ς and was 22 years in the past.  

¶ W¢ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ άŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƛƴ ōŀƴǘŀƳ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎέ ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ орύ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ άŦƻȄ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ōŜŀƎƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ŎǊŜǿέ όh{{κ/L! ChL!ύΣ ŀƴŘ Basset hounds and ballet (Warren, p. 37).  Also he doted on his pet 

ŎƻŎƪŀǘƻƻΣ ά/ƻŎƪŜȅΦέ  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ срύ 

State of Mind of the Subject 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ W¢Ωǎ state of mind around the time of the incident was quite negative and 

can be described as follows: 

¶ ²ŀǎ άǘƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛǘέ ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ нмύΦ 

¶ άIƛǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƳƻƛƭΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŀŘƭȅέ όWYΣ ǇΦ мпфύΦ 

¶ IŀŘ ŀ άǊŀǊŜ ōǳǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊέ όWYΣ ǇΦ мрлύΦ 

¶ {ǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ άōƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέ όWYΣ ǇΦ мрлύΦ 

¶ ²ŀǎ άŦƻǊƎŜǘŦǳƭέ ς JT failed to get the compulsory cholera injection prior to going to Malaysia, 

and failed to get a clearance certificate showing he had no outstanding tax payments before 

leaving Thailand (De Souza, p. 40). 

¶ ²ŀǎ άǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ƳŀƴΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǿ ǊŜŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ 

according to his nephew, Henry Thompson (JK, p. 135).  (Recall that his second Thai will had no 

bequests to friends or lovers, only a few to servants.) 

Despite having a negative state of mind, JT had an important business appointment in Singapore on the 

day after the disappearance, and social engagements there, and seemed to be planning to continue life 

as usual.  Most analysts including his doctor, friend and confidant Dr. Einner Ammundsen discounted 

suicide (see Straits Times piece in the annexes) but it remains a possibility.  

JT may not have been suicidal, but he does seem to have been distracted and prone to making the same 

άŎŀǎŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŜǊǊƻǊǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŜǊǊƻǊΦ  /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ 

proper arrangements for his trip, got lost the day before the disappearance, did not take any of his usual 

possessions or medicines with him, did not take any survival gear or clothing with him, did not tell 

anyone his direction or destination of travel, did not state his time of return, and did not take a buddy.  
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That is at least seven major blunders in just 2-3 days, the mark of a distracted and perhaps arrogant 

person headed for a fall.   

{ǳōƧŜŎǘΩǎ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊŀƛƴ 

JT visited the CH on three occasions (Warren, pp. 128-9), as follows (Galleher, p. 20): 

1. Visited the Lings at the MB in 1962 over Easter for the weekend; went on a solo hike and 

stumōƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ŘŀǎƘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǎƭƻǇŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 

stream.  (Warren, pp. 20-нмΦύ  ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ tŀǊƪ wŜǎƻǊǘ 

lower parking lot is now situated, and the stream is below the eastern edge of the parking lot.  

(Rivers interview.) (Lat/longs and a map are provided later.)  

2. Visited the Lings again at the MB in 1966 again over Easter weekend; this was one year before 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ όwƛǾŜǊǎ ƳǎΦΣ ǇΦ уύΦ  wŜǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  According to Captain 

Rivers, this is because JT liked the view from there.  (Rivers interview.) Perhaps importantly, JT 

ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

3. Visited the Lings for the third and last time at the MB in 1967 over the Easter Weekend.   

Thus JT had only about 6-8 days of experience in the CH.  Although he apparently hiked each time, he 

did not have a good knowledge of the local trails, hills and ravines, although he would have been aware 

of the difficult nature of the terrain.  He had been lost in the CH just the day before the disappearance, 

on a cross country hiking attempt from the MB to the golf course in the valley below.   
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Images of Various Persons Known to the Subject or Related to the Case 

 

 

Pridi, ex-PM of Thailand, friend of JT 

 

(Source: De Souza, p. 69) 

 

(Source: De Souza, p. 69) 

 

 

Connie Mengustu, friend of JT 

 

Brig. Gen. Edwin Black, friend of JT 

 

Richard Noone, searched for JT 
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Katharine Thompson Wood, murdered sister of JT 

 

 

Son of Katharine T. Wood, possible POI in her 
murder (see interviews) 

 

 

Patricia Maury Thraves, wife of JT 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Analysis of the Subject 

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻǊ άƎǊŀǇƘƻƭƻƎȅέ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ critics and has been called by some 

ŀ άǇǎŜǳŘƻ-ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  IŜƴŎŜ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  

However, it may be of some mild interest that there are various JT signatures in the annexes of this 

report, and according to http://atozhandwriting.com/signature-analysis/, these signatures seem to 

show the following characteristics: 

¶ Size of signature: W¢Ωǎ signature is rather large, and larger than the nearby date in one instance, 

thus supposedly ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ άƘŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǎŜƭŦ-esteem and confidence 

than is the case.έ 

¶ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀƳŜΥ  W¢ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ άWŀƳŜǎ IΦ²Φ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣέ ǎƻ  

tƘƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴ άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭΣ 

relaxed approach to life.έ 

¶ [ŜƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΥ W¢Ωǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ 

ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŀōƭŜΣ direct person who would make a great effort to be 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΦέ 

Unfortunately, none of this, even if scientific, would seem to be ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǎŀȅΣ W¢Ωǎ attitude 

toward risk-taking or his general state of mind.  Hence it would seem wise to return to more fact-based  

items, such as the situation in the CH at the time of the disappearance.  

http://atozhandwriting.com/signature-analysis/
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Situation in the Cameron Highlands in 1967 

The village of Tanah Rata in the Cameron Highlands at the time of the JT disappearance was, in Denis 

IƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ όƛƴǘŜǊview): άŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ 

ǘƻǿƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǳǇƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƳŀƭƭΦέ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ 

ƻǾŜǊǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛǘΦέ   It was a very small and quiet area in the cool hills, with a number of bungalows reserved 

for British military officers and other officials, or owned by businessmen. The immediate area was calm 

and not known for kidnappings, major crimes, or CT activities (Cikgo interview).  However, it should be 

noted that just 90 miles away, on the Thai/Malaysia border, a number of recent CT attacks during this 

period had resulted in deaths of policemen (see Straits Times, Monday, April 3, 1967 article in the 

annexes).   

 

It should also be noted that William Warren in his New York Times article a year after the disappearance 

(see the annexes) states without citing a source that gangs did kidnap Chinese businessmen in the CH in 

this period. 

 
Furthermore, a declassified memo in August 1967 to the Director of the Bureau of Intelligence and 

Research of the US Department of State states that the situation on the Thai-aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ άǿŀǎ 

ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭέ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘǎ άŀǊŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ώthe CTs] want to go south, not 

ƴƻǊǘƘέ (Edward C. Keefer, editor, Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964-1968, Vol. XXVII, Mainland 

Southeast Asia; Regional Affairs (Washington, DC: US GPO, 2000), p. 781.)   

Similarly, an official, confidential, internal analysis of news coverage put out by the US Embassy in Kuala 

[ǳƳǇǳǊ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нфΣ мфст ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ-Malaysian 

ōƻǊŘŜǊΧǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΧΦέ ό¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛal 

Airgram no. A-623, US National Archives II, RG 59, General Records of the US DoS, Box 2321; shown in 

the annexes).  

Thus there were armed, hostile CTs on the Thai/Malaysian border, 90 miles away from the MB, in 1967, 

who could perhaps have planned and executed the kidnapping of JT.  This does not seem to be their 

modus operandi, and it would seem very likely that they would claim credit and/or send in a ransom 

note.   But it remains an unlikely possibility.  

Timeline Before the Search, and the LKP 

¶ JT left Bangkok for Penang by plane in the morning of Thursday, March 23, 1967 with Connie 

Mangskau (Galleher, pp. 12-13, citing Charles Sheffield letter to her of April 6, 1967; hereinafter 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊέ).   JT forgot to get the correct cholera shot and financial departure 

papers, but Connie straightened this out at the airport.  (De Souza, p. 40)   They were planning 

to spend Easter in the CH, then JT, Connie and Dr. and Mrs. Ling would drive down to Singapore 

early on Monday, to allow Jim to work with Edward Pollitz, an American businessman, for the 

Economic Development Board on a batik project.  (Pollitz supposedly spotted JT in Tahiti after 

the disappearance.)  
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¶ On Monday evening, JT planned to attend a dinner in Singapore in his honor, given by the 

American Ambassador, and had sent a cable confirming this engagement.  He had also 

confirmed a Tuesday dinner engagement in Singapore, and planned to return to Bangkok on 

Wednesday.  (Sheffield letter) 

¶ The two friends (JT and Connie) spent the afternoon and night of the Thursday the 23rd in 

Penang (ibid.). 

¶ On the morning of Friday, March 24, the two rented a car with driver for the trip to the Cameron 

Highlands (ibid.). They changed to a different vehicle and driver at the foot of the CH hills, and 

refused to get into a taxi that already had two Chinese people in it.  (De Souza, p. 41)  (This was 

considered suspicious by some later analysts, who thought this might have been a botched 

kidnapping attempt.  But Capt. Rivers states that this incident was carefully researched by 

police, who concluded that this was the normal procedure, since Penang drivers did not like to 

go up the very twisty roads ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭǎΦ  {ŜŜ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

annexes.) 

¶ JT and Connie arrived at the MB in the CH on about Friday afternoon, and greeted their hosts, 

Dr. T.G. and Mrs. Ling. (Sheffield letter) 

¶ On Saturday, March 25, the group of four friends walked, worked in the garden, and spent a 

ǉǳƛŜǘ Řŀȅ ό{ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊύΦ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ WYΣ άW¢ ŀƴd Dr. Ling hiked in the jungle and got 

ƭƻǎǘΣ ōǳǘ WƛƳ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜǘȅέ όWYΣ ǇΦ мупΣ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ нллт ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ 

with Joanna Cross).  JT reportedly enjoyed being lost, and found it exhilarating, although Dr. Ling 

was άǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ shakenέ and pulled a ligament (Warren, p. 26, De Souza, p. 22).  De Souza also 

ǉǳƻǘŜǎ W¢ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ǊΦ [ƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ƭƻǎǘΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘΦέ  όLōƛŘ.)   (If this quote (no source given by De Souza) is true, it could be 

significant, since many lost hikers think that following a stream will always lead them to 

civilization.  But in fact, in many terrains, this is not true, and streams lead further into the 

wilderness.  This could have been the case in the Cameron Highlands, where the MB is only half 

ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ άŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜέ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ  bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ that 

border are many drainages and streams which lead away from Tanah Rata, away from 

civilization, and into a thick wilderness.  General Black, who knew JT, was of the opinion that JT 

would follow a stream to try to find a village. (De Souza, p. 43))  Thus this could have been a 

fatal mistake.) 

¶ On the day of the disappearance (Sunday, March 26), JT attended church in the morning with 

Mr. and Mrs. Ling and Connie Mangskau (JK, p. 184).  The church was the All Souls [Anglican] 

Church in Tanah Rata (De Souza, p. 22), on the south side of the golf course in town.  They then 

ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎΣ ōǳǘ W¢ άŎǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭ ǎƘƻǊǘέ ŀƴŘ άŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŀƴǘed to get back to the cottage 

ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǊǳŘŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅέ όWYΣ ǇΦ 

184, citing a 1987 article by Mark Jenkins).  The picnic was at Gunong Brinchang, one of the 

highest mountains in the CH (at 6663 feet or 2031 meters), northwest of the MB (Rivers ms., p. 

4). The lat/long for this peak is 04.517500, 101.382500, and it is 1.82 miles or 2.93 km NNE of 

the MB in a direct line, but much further by car or foot.  ό¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ 
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dividŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦύ  De Souza (p. 23) states that JT initially tried to cancel the picnic, but 

Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎƴƛŎΣ ƘŜ άǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǎŜƭŦΦέ 

¶ aǊǎΦ [ƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ W¢ άƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

far side of the golf course, even though the Lings drove, and that JT appeared quite tired upon 

arrival.  (Galleher, p. 120) 

¶ Upon returning to the MB from the picnic, all the friends except Jim decided to nap. (Sheffield 

letter) The departure from the picnic site was at about 1:20 pm, with arrival at Moonlight 

Bungalow and decision to nap at about 2:30 pm. (Warren, p.28, De Souza, p. 23) This time and 

location ς about 2:30 pm local time on Sunday, March 26, 1967 at the Moonlight Bungalow -- 

is the Initial Planning Point (IPP) and also the Last Known Point (LKP), meaning the last point 

where it is certain when and where JT was located alive.  

¶ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ W¢ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŀǇΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ W¢Ωǎ ōŜŘ ǿŀǎ άƴƻǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ 

even lain ƛƴΦέ  ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ нуύ 

¶ IŜƭŜƴ [ƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ WƛƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀƭƪ ώƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴϐ 

while we were napping, because he had exercised considerably walking to church that 

ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ мплύ    

¶ Shortly after going to their bedrooms, the three friends heard JT pull an aluminum chair across 

the terrace, apparently to get into the sun. (Sheffield letter).  Warren (p. 29) describes this as 

άǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊŀƴŘŀƘΦέ 

¶ There then followed various slightly different accounts of footsteps: 

o According to the 27 April 1967 FBI report (annex) on the case, at about 3:00 pm 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ώŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴƎǎϐ άǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

back of the house in the direction of the road in the front of the house.  Neither [Ling] 

looked out to see who was passing, but both assumed it was the victim, who had 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪΧέ 

o IŜƭŜƴ [ƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ό²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ монύ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ άƘŜŀǊŘ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜΦέ 

o At about 3:30 pm, Dr. Ling thought he heard footsteps, apparently outside his window, 

pass by. (Rivers ms.)  He thought it likely that this was JT going for a walk.  Warren (p. 

нфύ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴƎǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ άŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ Χ ƻŦ ŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴΣ ƴƻǘ !ǎƛŀƴ Χ ƎƻƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 

gravel path ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƴƻ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻƛǎŜǎΦ  

¶ At between 3:00 pm and 4:00 pm (per Sheffield letter), 4:30 pm (per De Souza, p. 22) or at 5:00 

ǇƳ όǇŜǊ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƳǎΦύ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǿƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ 

was still on a walk, which he commonly did. 

¶ At about 4:00 pm, JT was reportedly seen on the edge of the MB plateau, from the Lutheran 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ .ǳƴƎŀƭƻǿΣ ōȅ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΦ  όwƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƳǎΦύ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŀǾŜŘ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ 

were 183 yards apart.  (See the later section evaluating the credibility of all witnesses from this 

point on.  In general, none of the witnesses are evaluated as being very credible.) 

¶ Also at about 4:00 pm, JT was reportedly seen from a few yards away, in the garden of the same 

Lutheran Mission Bungalow, by a cook.  (De Souza, p. 27)  (The Lutheran Mission is south of the 

MB.) 
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¶ !ƭǎƻ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ пΥлл ǇƳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ W¢ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘέ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

Strawberry Park Resort is now located, east of the MB.  This sighting was by a servant, who saw 

JT from across a ravine; she was located at the Overseas Mission Fellowship (OMF) Bungalow.  

(De Souza, p. 27)  (Recall that on his previous visit to the CH, JT had expressed an interest in 

going to this ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ location again in the future.) 

¶ A little later, at about 4:45 pm on Sunday, JT was reportedly seen by a different servant of the 

OMF, who was walking up the road to that Bungalow.  She supposedly saw JT sitting beside the 

road on a large rock on the north side of the roadΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ  ό/ŀǇǘΦ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƳǎΦύ  DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ 

(photo 28, after p. 106) states that JT was on the stone, άǎƳƻƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜΦέ ό.ǳǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŦǘ 

his cigarette pack behind ς Horgan suggests that JT might have had 1-2 cigarettes with him; see 

his interview.) 

¶ At some unspecified time and place on Sunday, a servant reportedly saw JT or someone who 

looked like him, walking downhill (and south) toward the golf course, or on Trail 4, south of the 

golf course.  (De Souza, p. 27 and pp. 132-3.)  De Souza states ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƭŀǎǘέ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ 

but provides no more details.  (Trail 4 is shown later in this report on the Brinchang hotel 1963 

map.)  

¶ .ȅ Řǳǎƪ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ с ǇƳΣέ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴƎǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƭŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 

(Sheffield letter)  When this did not succeed, the Lings called the police (at about 7 pm, 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WYΣ ǇΦ мупύΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ƛƴƎǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ WƛƳΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

the CH.  The doctor organized a hasty search, using local residents, school children, guests in 

hotels, and others.  (Sheffield letter)   

¶ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ŀǇǘΦ wƛǾŜǊǎΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ a. ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ǊΦ [ƛƴƎΩǎ 

ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ W¢Ωǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ 

ƴŜǎǘέ ŀǊŜŀ, which was searched about 10 pm on Sunday night.  Following that, the roads in the 

area were searched (apparently by moonlight and flashlight), for a possible hit and run accident.  

όwƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƳǎΤ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴŜȄŜǎύΦ  

¶ The next day, Monday, March 27, 1967, a massive search began, using police, local residents, 

Boy Scouts, a large group of Malaysian Field Force soldiers from Ipoh, and others.  (Sheffield 

letter, Kikgo interview).  A day by day analysis of the rest of the search operations is provided in 

a later section. In summary, the main official search went on for about 11 days, but unofficial 

searches went on for weeks or even months.  It was clearly the largest land search in Malaysian 

history. No trace or clue of any kind was ever found. 

Weather Conditions (WX) 

¶ According to Cikgo (who participated in the search, see his interview), the weather on the day of 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ άŦƛƴŜΦέ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ²· ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ or succeeding days.  

¶ The website www.accuweather.com ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜέ ŦƻǊ ²· Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ aŀǊŎƘ 

26-31 for the CH is all 33 degrees C (92 F) for the highs and 23 C (73F) for the lows.   This seems 

quite high, and may be incorrect, perhaps reflecting Ipoh WX, at a much lower elevation.  

¶ Wikipedia, citing De Souza, states that the temperature in the CH resort area rarely rises above 

25C (77F) and can drop down, rarely, to 9C (48F) at night at higher elevations.  (Even 

http://www.accuweather.com/
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temperatures in the 50s could result in hypothermia in a person who was injured, wet or 

dressed inappropriately.)  

¶ Warren (p. 133) states that temperatures at night in the CH around the period of the 

disapǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ άŘǊƻǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘƛŜǎέ(F). 

¶ The website www.bbc.com states that the CH weather in March averages 23 C (73 F) for the 

high and 13 C (55 F) for the low, with a recorded maximum low of 6 C (43 F).  Average monthly 

precipitation for that month is 216 mm.  

¶ Horgan (interview) recalls that the weather was fine and pleasant in the CH for about five days 

after the disappearance, although locals were concerned that at night it might be cold enough 

to cause problems for JT if he was still alive.  Horgan notes that the pleasantly cool weather 

during the day in the CH was and is the main reason that people went there, since it is a 

welcome contrast to the sweltering coast.  

¶ A review of the Malaysian Meterological Department website (www.met.gov.my) did not reveal 

any weather archives older than 2007.   

 

Date and Time Information 

JT disappeared on Easter Sunday, March 26, 1967.  According to the website www.world-timedate.com, 

relevant information for Ipoh, Malaysia (the nearest location in the website database) for that date was 

as follows: 

¶ Sunrise: 06:47:44 AM local time 

¶ Sunset: 18:55:36 PM 

¶ Day Duration: 12 hours, 7 minutes, 52 seconds 

¶ Day Difference:  plus 15 seconds (i.e. length of day increased 15 seconds over the previous day) 

¶ Solar Noon Time: 12:51:41 PM 

¶ Solar Noon Elevation: 87.33 degrees 

¶ Civil twilight started: 06:26:59 

¶ Civil twilight ended: 19:16:22 (when the geometric center of the sun was 6 degrees below the 

horizon, and when there was an end to the period in which illumination is sufficient, under clear 

weather conditions, for terrestrial objects to be clearly distinguished.  In some countries car 

headlights must be lit at this point, and pilots with restricted licenses must ground their planes) 

¶ Nautical twilight started: 06:02:52 

¶ Nautical twilight ended: 19:40:28 (detailed ground operations were not possible after this time; 

although shapes could be distinguished) 

¶ Astronomical twilight started: 05:38:48 

¶ Astronomical twilight ended: 20:04:36 (casual observers feel that full darkness is in place, and 

can see even the faintest stars if in a rural setting)    

http://www.bbc.com/
http://www.met.gov.my/
http://www.world-timedate.com/
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Over the next three weeks, during the search period, the length of day increased slightly, so that by 15 

April 1967 the sunrise was at 06:39:31 and sunset at 18:52:27, and the day duration was 12 hours, 12 

minutes and 56 seconds. 

The mountainous and hilly terrain would have influenced the perceived times of sunrise and sunset in 

the CH.  Galleher (p. 13) states that dusk came a little after 6 pm on Sunday, the day of the 

disappearance, at the Moonlight Bungalow. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ άǿƻǊƭŘ-ǘƛƳŜŘŀǘŜΦŎƻƳΣέ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нсΣ мфст ŀǘ LǇƻƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

full moon, waning to a last quarter moon by April 2 and to a new moon (dark) by April 10.  Moonrise on 

March 26 was at 19:16:01 PM and moonset was at 07:38:10 AM the next morning.   The moonrise 

azimuth was 92.06 degrees and sunset was 264.41 degrees. 

All of this information is relevant and of interest, because it would have affected Thompson in his 

decision on when to leave the MB, how long to plan to be gone, and thus his destination.   Thus for 

example if JT did not leave the MB until 4 pm on his walk, he would likely have known that local sunset 

and darkness was only 2-3 hours away. But he might also have noticed (the day before) that the moon 

was full and up by early evening, thus giving him more hiking time. 

Also, the fact that the moon was full on the day of the disappearance makes it more likely that JT would 

(if alive) perhaps continued to walk in the jungle after nightfall, after moonrise in the early evening.  

(Lost hikers often do this.)  This in turn would make it more likely that he might fall into a ravine, or trip 

over a root, and injure himself.  Walking in the moonlight would also give him more time to wander 

beyond the reasonable, actual search area. 

This information would also affect the lighting and time available to searchers after the disappearance, 

thus giving a maximum time available for searching each day. 
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Photo Evidence Regarding Conditions on the Ground in Malaysia 

The photos below attempt to give the reader an idea of the conditions on the ground in Malaysia, in the 

CH, in 1967 and at present.  

 

Photo from Malaysian clipping, showing original search efforts and mixed vegetation ï open area with thick ground 
cover, and jungle in the background with low canopy.  Note there is no triple canopy.  Also note the thick, high 

ground cover in this photo.  From story ñGhaib di Cameron Highlands,ò Dimensi Ahad, 25 Feb 2007, p. 11.  (This 
photo was originally in the Straits Times in March 1967, and is the only photo of the search operations found to date.  

This photo might possibly have been staged, since it is quite difficult to get good shots of SAR operations.) 
 

 
 

Naturalist Madi looks over the jungle on the ñJim Thompson Mystery Trail,ò near the MB. 

The ñtrailò is the faint, narrow brown track running from his feet up and to the right.   
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Photo showing typical current jungle ground conditions today in the CH.   This picture was 

taken near the ñJT boulder.ò  Note the baseball cap on its side in lower left, which 

is on the verge of not being visible, even though it is only about three meters from the camera.  

 

 
Cutaway view of jungle about 250 meters from the MB, facing NW.  Note single canopy jungle with fairly thick 

vegetation at ground level.  Also red clay soil and rather thin topsoil.  
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Modern building site about 200 meters from the MB, where a new road is being cut. 

The road on the upper left leads to the MB. 

Note the very heavy, muddy red clay, typical of the soil in the CH.   

 

 

Information on Local Terrain Conditions That Can Be Obtained from Other 

Sources 

William Warren (pp. 230-1) quotes extensively from a book by F. Spencer Chapman, The Jungle is 

Neutral, which is about a stretch of jungle near the CH in Malaysia, with similar terrain and jungle.  

Chapman states that: 

¶ άbŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛŎƪ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

many types of terrain he had encountered in travels from Greenland to Australia 

¶ άhƴŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊέ 

¶ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎέ ŀƴŘ άƴƻ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ 

¶ άLǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƭŜ ƛƴ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘέ 

¶ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ continually forced off course by swamps, thickets, precipices, outcrops of rock, and 

ǊƛǾŜǊǎΧǘƘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ōŀƳōƻƻΣ ǊŀǘǘŀƴΣ ŀǘŀǇΣ ǎŎǊǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǊƴέ 

¶ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ άǿƘƻƭŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƘǳƎŜ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ƘŀƭŦ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊƻǳǎ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ 

moss and roots, ǎƻ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǎǘŜǇ ǿŀǎ ƭƛŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ōŜƭƻǿΦέ 
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Warren (p. 145) also says that: 

One member of the local [Tanah Rata] police, in a statement that is sometimes forgotten, or 

ignored, by theorists discussing the case, ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ full regiment of men working 

ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘέ ǘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

useless had he somehow wandered out of the immediate area.  Considerably less than a 

regiment of trained men was involved even at the peak of the search, and their efforts were 

more sporadic than intensive after the first week.  

¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ άǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘέ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ŦŀŎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǊƳȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ 

usually consisted of ǘǿƻ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ όάƘƻƳŜέ ŀƴŘ άŀǿŀȅέ) of about 800 men each, and 1600 times 31 

days is 49,600 person days.  Compare this with the estimate below, that only about 1,448 person days of 

searching were actually delivered.  

Warren also notes (p. 155) that the JT search was much more thorough than would have been done for 

ŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƻǎǘ ƘƛƪŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣέ ŀƴŘ 

that the experienced trackers who reportedly got onto the case quickly, in fact took at least 24 hours to 

get organized. 

The interview with Jim and Sandy McCarthy (annexes) shows that even modern experienced hikers can 

get quite lost in similar conditions to those described by Chapman, within 20-30 minutes of hiking into 

the jungle just west and northwest of Tanah Rata, in the main JT search area.   

The Capt. Philip Rivers interview (annexes) shows that over the years, quite a few hikers have gotten lost 

and gone missing in the CH, due to poorly marked trails and difficult terrain.  Most have eventually been 

found, although not all alive.  όbƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άǘǊŀƛƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ ƛǎ not a paved, gravel or 

ŜǾŜƴ ŘƛǊǘ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ  !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ άǘǊŀƛƭǎέ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƎŀƳŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛŎƪ ƭŜŀŦ ƭƛǘǘŜǊΣ ƴƻ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 

dirt to take tracks, and no linear depression in the soil.)   

¢ƘŜ 5Ŝƴƛǎ IƻǊƎŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ όŀƴƴŜȄŜǎύ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ άǘƘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘΣέ ǿƛǘƘ άǎƻƳŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǳǇ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ άƘŜŀǾȅ 

ǾƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊŦƻƻǘέ ǿƛǘƘ άǳƴŜǾŜƴΣ ǊƻŎƪȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŎƪȅέ Ŧƻƻǘing.  

Rita Ammundsen, ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŜǾŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I ƧǳƴƎƭŜΣ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ WƛƳέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ Ƙŀǎǘȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ мосύΦ  

Paul Coakley, the head of JungleCraft (a.k.a. JungleCrafty), an expert in Malaysian jungle living and 

survival, has a number of videos on YouTube which cite the ease with which people can get lost in the 

jungle, the difficulties that even the orang asli (local aborigines) have in tracking lost victims in the 

jungle, and the fact that άŀƭƭέ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƴƎ ŀǎƭƛ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŀǘ 

least once.  IŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ άƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜέ if you spend 

ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ άŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦέ  IŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ 

stopping to brew some tea (he is English, of course!), and then thinking carefully about what actions to 

take.  (Citations for the location of his videos are provided below in the analysis matrix on causes.)   
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Sightings and Maps 

Possible Credible Sightings Shortly After the LKP, with Evaluations 

This section lists in table form the reported sightings of JT on Sunday afternoon.  Lat/longs on Google 

Earth (GE) are given for each sighting (where possible), and all known details are provided and 

evaluated.  This has never been done before in a systematic way by previous authors. 

It must be noted that all witness sightings in any search are suspect and should be ranked below 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊǳƭȅ άƘŀǊŘέ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ    

The lat/longs given below were taken with a Garmin Nuvi 40 car GPS.  They should not be taken as 

definitive but rather indicative, since much more sophisticated GPS devices and numerous satellite 

readings are used in archaeological and other accurate studies.  In placing these locations on Google 

Earth, minor adjustments were necessary, and this was done by examining the feature targeted (e.g., 

the front of the MB), and taking the exact lat/long of the feature from GE, not the GPS reading.  

To enter these readings on Google Earth, take the two readings (the first is the latitude (north of the 

Equator), the second the longitude (east of Greenwich, England) and enter them in the GE search box 

like this:  04.49528, 101.37726.  Make sure to include the comma, the space between the numbers, and 

do not use a plus or minus sign.  It does not matter if you enter the number for latitude as 04 or 4.  The 

readings considered most accurate and relevant are in bold.  

NAME OF 
WITNESS 

WHEN WITNESS 
LOCATION 

JT LOCATION 
AND DISTANCE 

AWAY 

WHAT THE WITNESS 
REPORTED 

CONCLUSIONS RE 
RELIABILITY 

5ǊΦ ¢ƛŜƴ Dƛ όά¢ΦDΦέύ 
Ling, owner of the 
MB 

Sunday, 
άŀōƻǳǘ 
оΥол ǇƳέ 

In his 
bedroom at 
the MB (east 
side of MB) 
LAT/LONG: 
04.49280 
101.37765 
 
Adjustment 
after GE 
examination: 
04.492663 
101.377597 
 
(This is the 
lat/long of 
the verandah 
on the front 
of the MB.) 

Possibly passing by 
the door or window 
of the Ling 
bedroom 
LAT/LONG: 
04.49280 
101.37765 
(Distance from JT to 
the witness: a few 
meters) 
 
Per GE: 
04.492663 
101.377597 

Ling heard footsteps άpass by my 
bedroom door [inside the MB] at about 
оΥол ǇƳέ and assumed it was JT going 
for a stroll (De Souza, p.23; Rivers ms. 
p. 2).  Capt. Mohammad recalls that 
the statement was that the footsteps 
were outside the MB, heard through 
the window.  Galleher (p. 3) states she 
interviewed the Lings and that 
άōŜǘǿŜŜƴ о ŀƴŘ п ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪέ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƴƎǎ 
heard pebbles crunch outside their 
bedroom window,έ and assumed JT 
waǎ άƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŀƭƪΦέ 

Dr. Ling himself implies 
that he is not certain 
that the footsteps 
were JT.  It is also not 
completely clear if the 
footsteps were inside 
or outside, although 
likely outside. If 
outside, that might 
imply JT was heading 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭΣέ 
since to go down the 
access road or down 
the (possible) eastern  
steep trail would not 
have required walking 
Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴƎΩǎ 
window.  Conclusion:  
Low-moderate 
reliabilty 

Mohammad, a 
άƎŀǊŘener at the 
a.έ ό5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΣ ǇΦ 
104) 

Unclear, 
but when 
JT was 
departing 
on his  
Sunday 
afternoon 
walk 

Somewhere 
at the MB, 
but it is not 
clear where 
exactly, 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘ άŀǘ 
the barrier 
ŀǊŜŀΦέ  IŜƴŎŜ 

Apparently very 
close, since 
Mohamad was able 
to see JT and what 
he was carrying.  
Hence approx.: 
04.492663 
101.377597 

Mohammad supposedly saw JT 
άŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
a.Σ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ W¢ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜέ 
(De Souza, p. 104).   

No other source 
mentions this sighting.  
The sighting is not 
documented as to 
source of information.  
There is no real 
άōŀǊǊƛŜǊΦέ    
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perhaps 
approx. at: 
04.492663 
101.377597 
 

 Conclusion:  
Low reliability  

Mr. Subramanian, 
gardener at the 
Lutheran Mission 
bungalow 

Sunday, at 
άŀōƻǳǘ 
пΥлл ǇƳέ 

Lutheran 
Mission 
Bungalow 
(SSW of the 
MB) 
LAT/LONG: 
04.49114 
101.37679 
 
 

At the southern 
part of the MB 
plateau area, facing 
SSW.   
GPS LAT/LONG: 
04.49250 
101.37760 
However, 
examination on GE 
shows better L/L: 
4.492498 
101.377674 
Distance between 
the two locations: 
about 599 feet, or 
183 meters 

The gardener looked up at the MB and 
ǎŀǿ ŀ άƳŀǎŀƭŀΣέ ŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƳŀƴΣ ƻƴ 
the edge of the MB plateau.  He waved 
and the masala waved.  The gardener 
believes this person looked like JT.  
(See Capt. Mohammad interview.) 
 
 

At 599 feet apart, the 
distance between 
these two points is too 
far to be very credible.  
(See discussion of 
distance research, 
below.) 
 
Conclusion:  Low 
reliability 

Che Fatimah binte 
Mohamed Yeh 
όάCŀǘƛƳŀƘέύ  
 

Sunday, 
άŀōƻǳǘ п 
ǇƳέ 

Lutheran 
Mission 
Bungalow, 
south of the 
MB 
LAT/LONG: 
04.49114 
101.37679 
 
 

In the garden of the 
Lutheran Mission 
Bungalow 
LAT/LONG: 
04.49114 
101.37679 
 
 

Fatimah was 24 and a cook at the 
Lutheran Mission bungalow.  She said: I 
was in the kitchen, saw Jim Thompson 
come up the road, wearing a long 
sleeved white shirt and gray slacks, he 
looked at the garden and plants, did 
not speak to anyone, then left and 
headed back from where he came. (De 
Souza, p. 27.) (Also Straits Times, 30 
March 1967, see press stories section 
below.).   
Fatimah was certain she saw JT, after 
seeing a photo of JT. (Straits Times, 
ibid.) 
De Souza states (p. 114) that Fatimah 
also reported that JT as he walked 
away stopped and talked briefly to 
someone in a white car which then 
drove away. 
Capt. Rivers stated he knew Fatimah 
personally and found her not credible.  
Fatimah died in 2009 and cannot be 
cross-examined.  

Fatimah was probably  
only 10-20 meters 
from JT when she 
reportedly saw him.  
Thus distance should 
not be much of a 
factor.  However, she 
is rated poorly by Capt. 
Rivers, a former 
Singapore police 
officer, and he states 
in his ms that the 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜ άŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘέ 
her testimony at the 
time.  And she could 
be motivated by 
publicity seeking.  
However, De Souza (p. 
ммпύ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜέ 
witness.  Conclusion:  
Low reliability 

OMF Female 
Servant #1 

Sunday, 
about 4:15 
pm (Capt. 
Rivers ms.) 

Overseas 
Mission 
Fellowship 
(OMF) 
bungalow, in 
rear yard, on 
west side, 
facing NW. 
LAT/LONG: 
04.49261 
101.38157  
(both 
Strawberry 
Farm Resort 
and MB can 
be seen from 
this 
promontory) 
 

On a plateau 
opposite the OMF; 
where the άƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ 
ƴŜǎǘέ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
(De Souza, p. 27; 
Rivers ms., p. 4) and 
where the 
Strawberry Park 
Resort lower 
parking lot is now. 
East end of parking 
lot, looking east. 
LAT/LONG: 
04.49449 
101.38029 
However, note: 
when examining 
GE, the better GE 
location at E end of 
lower parking lot is: 
4.494354  
101.380427 

This unnamed servant reportedly saw 
JT across the ravine between the OMF 
ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  
 
Galleher (p. 17) states this witness 
came forward on March 30, close to 
the disappearance date (adding to her 
credibility)Φ  DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ άǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ 
reported seeing a man who looked like 
Thompson on top of a nearby 
ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳΧώǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜϐ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ 
ƘƻǳǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘΦέ  
DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ 
suggesteŘ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƧǳƳǇŜŘΦέ 
 
The distance between the two 
locations is about 763 feet, or 234 
meters, as measured on Google Earth 
(using the second, more accurate GE 
location for the east end of the 
Strawberry Park lower parking lot).   
 

Capt. Rivers states that 
this sighting was given 
credence by the police 
at the time, and served 
as a basis for a 
substantial part of 
their searching.  
Unfortunately, there is 
no background on the 
witness, no police 
report, and not even a 
name.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: Low 
Reliability 
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Distance apart: 763 
ft. or 234 meters 

This very large distance casts doubt on 
the credibility of this sighting.   

OMF Female 
Servant #2 

About 4:45 
pm 
Sunday 
(Rivers 
ms.) 
 
Or 4:30 
pm on 
Sunday 
(Galleher, 
p. 148) 

Pushing a 
bicycle up the 
road, beside 
a large stone 
beside road 
below OMF 
bungalow.   
LAT/LONG: 
04.49340 
101.38094 
 
(However, 
see box to 
right) 

Sitting on a large 
stone on the N side 
of the road. 
 
 
 
LAT/LONG of the 
stone: 
04.49340 
101.38094 
 
However:  note that 
the car GPS  
location when 
entered on GE is 
not on the road.  A 
better estimated GE 
location is: 
4.493340 
101.380977 

This unnamed servant reportedly saw 
JT sitting on a large stone beside the 
ǊƻŀŘΣ άƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƛǊŜŘΦέ  
 
The distance between JT and the 
witness would have been just a few 
meters.  Thus distance should not be a 
factor. 
 
Capt. Rivers (his ms, p. 8) states that 
this report has been virtually 
overlooked in the press. 
 
Galleher (p. 126) states that Malaysian 
police chief Santohk stated that he 
άƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƎƛǊƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
mission house who identified a picture 
of Jim.  She passed him sitting on a 
rock a half a mile down from the 
[ƛƴƎΩǎΦέ   
 
Galleher, in the photo section after p. 
106, under photo 28, states that JT was 
sitting on a rock beside the road, 
άǎƳƻƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎƛǊƭΦέ  .ǳǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ 
supposedly left his cigarettes behind!  
A contemporary photo by Galleher of 
this stone and location are provided in 
this report (see below and annex).  
Galleher, p. 129, also states she 
interviewed the servant girl and 
apparently found her credible. 
 
The stone exists today, despite the 
road being widened, and is on the 
north side of the road.   

Capt. Rivers states that 
this sighting was given 
credence by the police 
at the time, and served 
as a basis for a 
substantial part of 
their searching.   
 
Unfortunately, there is 
no name or 
background, or 
interview notes.  There 
is also confusion about 
ǘƘŜ άŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜέ ŀǎǇŜŎǘΦ 
 
 
 
Conclusion:  
Moderate reliability.   

Male witness, 
employee of 
Eastern Hotel 
(now Century 
Pines Hotel) in 
Tanah Rata. 

Sunday, 
but time is 
not clear 

Not clear. De 
Souza (pp. 
132-3) seems 
to imply that 
the witness 
was 
somewhere 
on Path 4, 
which runs 
from the 
Forestry 
Dept. just SE 
of the Golf 
Course, south 
to the Parit 
Waterfall, 
and then 
further south 
to the 
Century Pines 
Hotel.  (See 
the tourist 
map in the 
Annex.)    

Not clear. Witness reportedly saw JT heading 
toward a track leading to the golf 
course (De Souza, p. 86).  But on p. 
132-3, it appears the witness may be 
somewhere else.   
 
Since JT apparently was headed for the 
golf course on the previous day when 
he got lost, perhaps he decided to go 
there on Sunday.  The rough center of 
the golf course on GE is at:  04.485532, 
101.380855 

Total lack of 
information on the 
location of this 
witness, time, name, 
etc.  De Souza (p. 133) 
states that the police 
did not take this 
testimony seriously, 
since the description 
given by the witness 
did not match well 
with JT.     
 
Conclusion:  Low 
reliability. 

Not available Late 
afternoon 
on 

Not available Approx. location of 
JT supposedly being 
hit by truck, at 

No witness except the alleged Chinese 
truck driver, who perpetrated 
manslaughter and hit and run.  

Alleged witness and 
perpetrator is dead 
and cannot be cross 
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Sunday? curve in road, east 
of large stone on 
which JT sat, from 
car GPS:  
LAT/LONG: 
04.49329 
101.38165 or: 
04.49310 
101.38145  
From GE 
examination: 
04.493452 
101.381572 
 

Location derived from discussions with 
CaptΦ wƛǾŜǊǎΣ /ŀǇǘΦ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƳǎΦΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ 
observation on the ground, car GPS, 
and examination of GE satellite and 
lat/long data.  
 
Rivers states that the truck driver lived 
in Ringlet, south of Tanah Rata.  The 
lat/long of this village is: 04.414322, 
101.383102.  He also states that the 
άōƻƴŜǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ¢ǊƛƴƎ /ŀǇ  
(Tringkap) NNE of Bringchang.  The 
lat/long of this town per GE is: 
04.512611, 101.430043.  Therefore, 
the truck driver supposedly killed 
Thompson, drove with the body about 
9.2 km (by road per Google Maps) NE 
into an area with poor to non-existent 
roads, dug a grave, dumped the body, 
drove back 7.4 km past the area of the 
manslaughter, and proceeded another 
16.8 km to his home somewhere in the 
Ringlet area S of Tanah Rata.  This all 
seems unlikely. 

examined.  Link to 
άōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ W¢έ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
tenuous, and bones 
may well not be JT.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion:  Low 
reliability. 

 ά!ǳƴǘƛŜέ ƻŦ 
naturalist Madi; 
name not recalled 
nor provided 

Late 
afternoon 
on 
Sunday? 

Per Car GPS: 
04.49261, 
101.37883 
Adjusted on 
GE to: 
04.493664 
101.378761 

JT and the vehicle 
were perhaps 10-20 
meters away, per 
Madi.  Hence 
about: 
 04.493825 
101.378777 

Auntie (not clear if she was really a 
relative, or more likely this is a general 
term for an older woman friend) saw JT 
voluntarily get into a vehicle; the 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άōƛƎ soldiers in 
ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳέ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ   

Since Madi cannot 
remember the name 
of the witness, and no 
name is available, it 
seems that the 
reasonable verdict is: 
Low Reliability 

 

 

The stone beside the road on which JT was reportedly seen by the OMF servant.   
From Galleher, after p. 106. 

 

One of the contributions of this report is to evaluate some of the witnesses based on the distance from 

JT that they appeared to be.  This has not been done before in this case.  Re distance identification by 

witnesses, there is surprisingly no scientific consensus on this important and rather basic matter.  A 

summary of some findings is as follows.  
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DǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ CǊŀǎŜǊ όάhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴΧΣέ Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2002, pp. 637-

срмύ ŀƴŘ [ƻŦǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ IŀǊƭŜȅ όά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΧΣέ Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 

2005, pp. 43-65) showed faces of celebrities to subjects at different distances, and stated that about 107 

to 114 yards was reasonable for an average person to identify an 8 x 10 inch photo of a celebrity.  But 

these studies have been vigorously criticized as having substantive typographical errors, confusing 

reporting, contradictions, and inappropriate methodology, since identifying strangers in a lineup is 

different from identifying celebrities, and the researchers did not use actual distances, but rather 

shrunken or blown up photos to simulate distance.  

.ȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘΣ ²ŀƎŜƴŀŀǊ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όάCŀŎŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΧΣέ Psychology, Crime and Law, 

1996, pp. 321-оонύ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀ άмр ƳŜǘŜǊ ǊǳƭŜΣέ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜ-identified at up to 15 

meters, with a better than 50% accuracy rate, in lighting of at least 15 lux (bright lights at night).  But 

beyond that distance, re-identification after the initial sighting dropped to an unacceptable 14%. (And of 

course even a 50% success rate is poor by courtroom standards of reasonable doubt or even 

preponderance of the evidence.) 

Christopher M. Altman, Can You See Me Now? (Ball State University, M.A. Thesis, 2014) had subjects 

view well-lit target strangers for 20 seconds at various distances up to 80 yards, and then the subjects 

ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƭƛƴŜǳǇ ǇƘƻtos in 

which the stranger was or was not present, and stated whether they were confident enough of their 

findings to testify in court.  In this study, 48% of subjects correctly identified the stranger viewed at 20 

yards, and this (rather low) percentage dropped to: 37% at 40 yards; 23% at 60 yards; and 18% at 80 

yards.  Furthermore, witnesses at all distances underestimated the distance from themselves to the 

target, with this error increasing as distance increased.  Witnesses at 60 and 80 yards away were 

generally unwilling to say that they would testify in court on their identifications.  

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅ άǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎέ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

190 yards, their credibility is impeached.  These were Mr. Subramanian, the gardener at the Lutheran 

Bungalow, viewing at almost 200 yards, and the OMF female servant No. 1 at the OMF Bungalow, 

viewing at about 763 feet, or 254 yards.    

A Possible Sighting in Tahiti 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ tƻƭƭƛǘȊΣ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ άǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ who had done commendable work in the 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƻǊǇǎέ ǿƘƻ άƘŀŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ W¢ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ W¢ ƛƴ 

Singapore the day after the disappearance, reportedly saw JT in Tahiti two months after the 

disappearance, on May 27, 1967.   According to a confidential but declassified US Department of State 

telegram (the most detailed account of the sighting found to date), JT was in the lobby of the Hotel 

¢ŀƘƛǘƛΣ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ άŀ ǎǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƛǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀȅ ǎƭŀŎƪǎΣέ ǿƘŜƴ tƻƭƭƛǘȊ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  W¢ 

ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ŀǳŎŀǎƛŀƴ ǿƻƳŀƴ ōǳǘ tƻƭƭƛǘȊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜΦ  tƻƭƭƛǘȊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ W¢Ωǎ ƴŀƳŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘΦ  tƻƭƭƛǘȊ ǿŀǎ άǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜέ ƛǘ 

was JT, but acknowledged that it could have been a case of mistaken identity.  
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This telegram/memo is presented in the annexes, and the original is located in the US National Archives 

II.  The memo was deemed important enough that it was circulated in 1967 to Assistant Secretary of 

State William P. Bundy for his review and approval.  It was also apparently sent to Bill Colby, then head 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /L!Ωǎ Ŝŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /L!ύΦ   

According to Warren (pp. 178-9) and De Souza (p. 119), but not mentioned in the detailed State 

Department memo, Pollitz tried to trace JT via inquiries in Tahiti but failed.   

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ άǎƻƭǾŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ, and hence he 

called his book:  Solved!   

5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ фпΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ tƻƭƭƛǘȊ άŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

Pan Am manager to see if anyone matching the descriptions flew out of Tahiti that day, and made 

ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΦ  Or De Souza may have drawn on Warren, who said 

the same thing. 

Martha Galleher flew to Tahiti to investigate this sighting, and found that the hotel manager 

remembered the shouting incident, but was vague on who was being shouted at.  (Galleher, p. 141) 

Galleher met with Malaysian police chief Santokh Singh in 1968, and he stated that Pollitz saw JT from 

only 30 feet away.  (Galleher, p. 125)  

Unfortunately, this sighting is somewhat problematic on several grounds: 

¶ It is not clear where Singh got the figure of 30 feet 

¶ The angle, lighting, time of day and other conditions are not given 

¶ Pollitz himself made efforts to trace JT in Tahiti after the sighting, but did not find any clues. 

¶ Pollitz did not report this sighting to the USG for about two weeks.  The memo states that he did 

mention the sighting to named airline employees but did not report to the USG because he 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŀ ά/!{ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ώŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΚϐ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ W¢ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ tƻƭƭƛǘȊΩǎ ǎƘƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ W¢ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

¶ A detailed follow-up cross-examination of Pollitz was apparently not undertaken (he died of 

leukemia in August 1968 at age 68). 

¶ It is possible but extremely unlikely that Pollitz created this sighting because he was somehow 

involved in the disappearance and wanted to divert attention away from that.  

All in all, it seems possible but unlikely that this sighting was correct.  

Possible Sightings Long After the LKP 

Denis Horgan (interview in writingύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŜǾŜǊŜŘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ L 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎƪΦέ 

JK (p. 197) states that JT was supposedly seen in Cambodia in at least two places (and smoking opium at 

one location), and was reportedly seen in Malaysia telling fortunes at a temple. (!) 
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De Souza (p. 74) states that JT was reportedly imprisoned in Cambodia, and a private team was 

organized to rescue him; that JT was sighted at the Thai resort island of Koh Samui (p. 77); and that it 

was speculated that JT was in China (pp. 63-4). 

Galleher (p. 166) states that in 1969 the BBC reported that JT was supposedly sighted in Peking.  In 1972 

ǎƘŜ άǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ WƛƳ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀέ όǇΦ мулύΦ  {ƘŜ 

followed up but was stonewalled by an ex-CIA official and the Chinese.  

Gallaher states (p. 200) that there were some suggestions that JT arranged for a clandestine trip (after 

his disappearance) on a freighter from Singapore to Hong Kong, to visit his old friend and colleague Tao 

Oum from Laos.  

None of these sightings or theories were supported by any convincing, examinable evidence, and none 

yielded any results.  The conclusion on all these must be:  low reliability. 

Maps 

Maps are always key to SAR.  In this case the following relevant maps were located: 

1. A faded 1963 map in poor condition located in Brinchang CH, on a hotel wall, published in 1963 

by the Director of National Mapping of Malaysia.  Scale of 1: 12,672 (5 inches to the mile).  

Contour lines every 50 feet.   Although this scale is excellent and very detailed, showing the 

Moonlight Bungalow by name and many other buildings, this map unfortunately has a large 

legend in the upper left covering a substantial part of the jungle NW of the MB.  Pictures were 

taken of this map.  Since the JT search took place only four years after this map was created, it is 

likely that this 1963 detailed map was used in the JT search.  

2. An identical map in excellent condition, collected by the US Department of Defense, marked 

ά/ƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ ŀƴŘ άbƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎΦέ  CƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǇ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻ/ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ά/ŀƳŜǊƻƴ 

IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǇ wƻƻƳΦ 

3. A 1995 map of the CH, found in the CH in the offices of Perak Aleyak, who participated in the 

search for JT as a Boy Scout.  (See the interview annex.)  Scale of 1: 50,000.  Photos taken.   

4. Various tourist maps, not to scale, quite useless for SAR but somewhat interesting in that they 

show modern features and hiking trails.  These were obtained in November 2013 in the CH.   

 The first three maps described above are presented here.  The fourth category is presented in the 

Annexes.   
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Title of the faded topo map of the CH, from 1963, found in the CH on a hotel wall in Brinchang.   
The scale is 1 to 12,672 (5 inches to the mile; quite detailed) and the contour line interval is 50 feet of elevation. 

 

 

Reference info from the Brinchang hotel 1963 map 
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A wide view of Tanah Rata from the 1963 map.  The MB is in the upper center.  Note the trail information in large 
numbers, added later to the map.  If JT went walking SE, instead of northerly, and made it across the golf course 
without being sighted (except by one questionable witness), then he could have made it to the area of Trail #3, 4, 

or 5, which was apparently not a prime search area.  If he had an accident there,  
his chances of being found would be reduced. 
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Wide view of JT search area from 1963 map.  The Moonlight Bungalow όάaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘέύ is in upper left.  
The golf course όάDƻƭŦ [ƛƴƪǎέύ is in the center of this view. 
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Medium closeup of part of the JT search area.  Note: Moonlight Bungalow όάaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘέύ is center left, with the 
Lutheran Bungalow to the SW of the MB.   The Cameron Highlands Hotel is on the NW side of the main  
Tanah Rata to Brinchang road, which runs generally from W to E across the bottom of this closeup, past  

the Golf Club, White House and Mount Vernon 
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More detailed close-up of JT search area near Moonlight Bungalow, 

with key search locations, incluŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭΣέ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊƭŀȅ  
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The JT search area, with 50 foot contour lines clearly shown.  This is the un-cataloged, un-faded map of CH located 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǇ ŀƴŘ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ wƻƻƳΣ ¦{ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ό[ƻ/ύΣ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ά/ƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣέ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ¦ǎŜ 
hƴƭȅΣέ ŀƴŘ άbƻ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎ,έ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфсоΦ  Again, the scale is 1 to 12,672 (quite 

detailed).  Note that the stream just west of the MB heads NE and N, then curves NNW. 
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Closeup of 1963 CH map from LoC, showing the Moonlight Bungalow.  Note what may be a small trail (small black 
dots) going east and downhill from the MB, yet not connecting to anything.  (Although this is perhaps more likely 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ŜǎŎŀǊǇƳŜƴǘΦύ  bƻǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭέ that headed northwest and downhill from the MB (Capt. 

Mohammad interview) is not shown.  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ мнуΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ άƴƻέ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ a.Φύ  Also 
not shown is the reported trail that existed going up the drainage and stream to the northwest of the MB.  This 
ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΣ ǳǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά{ǘŀǊƭƛƎƘǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǇ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

the stream to end in an orang asli burial ground, also not shown on the map. 

 
 

 
 

Date (1995) and other publication information from a more modern topo map 
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Very wide view of JT search area, from Ringlet in the south to the mountains in the north.  The MB is north of the 
ά!bέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǿƻǊŘ ά¢!b!I w!¢!Φέ   Map scale: 1:50,000.  Contour interval: 100 meters.  Source: 1995 
ǘƻǇƻ ƳŀǇ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /IΦ  aǘΦ όάDΦέύ .ƛǊƛƴŎŀƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŘǳŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ŀƴŀƘ wŀǘŀΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  aǘΦ όάDΦέύ LǊŀǳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ W¢ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
disappearance, is on the border NW of Mt. Birincang. 
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Closer view of Tanah Rata and Brinchang (Berincang) area on 1995 map.  This map shows the topography of the 
search area N and NW of the MB, which was obscured by the legend in the 1963 map. 

 

 

Close-up of JT search area on 1995 topo map.  The MB is in the middle right,  
Shown as 3 black squares in a N-S line, SE of the number 1666.  The Lutheran Bungalow  

is a single black square SSW of the MB complex.  The topo detail is not as fine as in the 1963 map. Note the 
άŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜέ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ b ŀƴŘ ² ƻŦ ǘƘŜ a.Φ  Also note the stream just west of the 

MB goes NNW, not NNE, as on the 1963 map. 
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Conclusions that can be drawn from a review of these maps include: 

¶ There was possibly a trail leading steeply downhill from the MB, headed east.  This trail was not 

mentioned by Capt. Mohammad in his interview, but was alluded to by Madi (interview).  

²ŀǊǊŜƴ όǇΦ мтύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǇǊŜŎŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǘƘǎ,έ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

road, for getting down ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ a.Ωǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƭƭΦ 

¶ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭέ όƘŜŀŘŜŘ northwest from the MB) would exist, since 

it would provide a short cut to the Lutheran Bungalow, which has its own short cut trail (shown 

on the detailed 1963 map) heading SE towards the golf course and village. 

¶ The terrain northeast, north, northwest, west and even southwest of the MB is steep, confusing 

and full of ravines and streams -- good terrain for getting lost. 

¶ There are interesting hills just west of the MB, within sight of the bungalow, that might have 

been attractive to JT as a hiker with only a couple of hours to kill. 

¶ The area east, southeast and due south of the MB is more populated, and the roads are fairly 

close together.  Thus this area is less likely to hold a body which went undiscovered.   

¶ Imagine that JT headed south from the MB instead of northerly, perhaps down the kitchen trail, 

south past the Lutheran Mission, and then towards the golf course.  If he made it across the golf 

course without being sighted (except by one questionable witness who was discounted by 

police), then he could have made it to the area of Trail #3 (as shown on the faded 1963 map), 

which was apparently not a prime search area.  If he had an accident there, his chances of being 

found would be reduced.   

¶ Note regarding the last theory:  Although the various eyewitnesses are rated as not very 

reliable, it must be admitted that a quite a few people claim to have seen JT.  If all or most of 

them were in fact correct, then perhaps this was the right sequence:  JT waved to gardener at 

the Lutheran Bungalow, crunched Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴƎΩǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴŎŜ 

to the Lutheran Bungalow, where he was seen by the cook.  Then he walked around the road NE 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀΣ where he was seen across the ravine by an OMF servant.  He departed 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ, intending to make it to the 

course by road or cross-country, as he had tried the day before.  He stopped for a cigarette at 

the large stone beside the road, where he was seen from a few yards away by another OMF 

servant.  Then JT continued down the road (or cross country) to the golf course, where he was 

seen near Trail 4, south of the golf course.  He was determined to get in one last substantial hike 

before departing the CH (this was why he wanted to cut the picnic short earlier), and he began 

walking along one of the trails SE of the course.  There he went in to the jungle, had an accident 

or a gall bladder attack off the trail, and collapsed.  Since that area was not searched well or at 

all, his body was not found.  Of course all this is very speculative.    

The author has a 1 GB scan of the entire 1963 LoC map in TIFF format, a 27 GB PNG version of the entire 

1963 LoC map, and jpeg versions of portions of the faded 1967 topo map and the modern 1995 topo 

map presented above.  These can be made available to serious researchers on request.  
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Analysis of the Search 

Evaluation and Calculations Re the Search Effort 

Unfortunately little detailed information is available on the 1967 search, in terms of techniques and 

locations.  No search files or annotated search maps have been located.  The table below attempts to 

categorize the search by time line.  Guesses and assumptions by me are in italics.  As will be discussed 

later, even reports from the time period must be treated carefully, since the number and 

comprehensiveness of searches, and the probability of detection, are often exaggerated in many if not 

most searches.  Press reports are often quite unreliable.  

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƘŀǎǘȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 

just after a disappearance; but care must be taken not to destroy clues, and to document what was 

done during the search.  

The table below shows the search dates, and for each day, the activity, number and type of searchers 

(often a guesstimate), their likely focus and techniques, and estimated number of person days delivered. 

 Dates Activity (and 
Source) 

Est. # & Type of 
Searchers 

Focus Area Techniques Est. # of 
Person Days 

(PDs) 
Delivered 

Sunday, 
March 26, 
after 6 
pm;  
 
DAY 1 

Hasty search led by 
Dr. Ammundsen and 
others.  (Galleher, p. 
13, citing April 6, 
1967 report from 
Charles Sheffield) 

ά[ƻŎŀƭ residents, 
schoolchildren, hospital 
ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎέ όƛōƛŘΦύ 

Probably roads 
near the MB.  
 
Bungalows in 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ όά¢ƘŜ 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊέ 
interview) 
 

Probably walking 
roads and perhaps 
trails and calling 
out for JT. 

Assume 32 
people times 2 
hours of 
daylight and 
twilight; = 64 
hours; =  8 PDs 

Monday, 
March 27 
 
DAY 2 

Hasty search 
reaching up to 300 
searchers by Monday 
evening (Sheffield) 

ά[ŀǊƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
Malaysian Field Forces, 
US Embassy official 
from KL, by Monday 
evening more than 300 
searchers combing the 
ƧǳƴƎƭŜΦέ όƛōƛŘΦ) 
 
 
15 Boy Scouts and 5 
orang asli trackers for 4 
hours (Interview with 
άǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊέύ 

Probably roads 
and trails 
radiating out  
from the MB, 
esp. to the 
north; and the 
jungle near the 
MB 
 
Main and side 
trails up to 
Gunnung Iran 
Mountain 

Probably walking 
roads and trails 
and calling out for 
JT, looking for sign 
and spoor, possibly 
some line abreast 
searching. 
 
 
Walking main and 
side trails, calling 
ƻǳǘ άaǊΦ WƛƳΣ aǊΦ 
WƛƳέ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
for sign 
 
¢ƘŜ άƧǳƴƎƭŜ 
trackers were not 
really organized 
for a good 24 
ƘƻǳǊǎΣέ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ 
155 
 

Assume 
average during 
the day of 200 
persons, times 
6 hours per 
person, = 150 
PDs 
 
 
Assume 20 
people times 4 
hours = 10 PDs 
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Tues, 
March 28 
 
DAY 3 

More organized 
search, by up to 300 
searchers (Straits 
Times (ST), Wed., 
March 29) 
 
JK (p. 186) cites 1984 
Life article, which 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άƴŜŀǊƭȅ плл 
people 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΧǘƘŜ 
biggest rescue 
operation ever 
attempted in 
aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀέ 
 

άолл ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎέ ǿƛǘƘ 
άнлл ƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ tƻƭƛŎŜ 
Field Force, a tracker 
dog, aborigines, British 
ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΣ м ƘŜƭƻΦέ ό{¢ 
3/29) Schoolchildren 
and British Army 
volunteers also 
searched. (see below) 
άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ онр 
policemen now 
involved, plus about 30 
ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎΣέ  
άŀƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ плл 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ 
137-8 

Searching the 
jungle for 5 mile 
radius around 
the MB, also 
Robinson 
waterfall, rec 
ground, golf 
course. (ST 
3/29) 

Use of loud hailers, 
tracker dog, 
aborigine tracking, 
trail walking, 
probably some line 
abreast searches 

Assume 
average during 
the day of 400 
persons, times 
6 hours per 
person, = 300 
PDs 

Wed., 
March 29 
 
DAY 4 

 
Orang asli trackers 
 
 
 
 
 
Helicopters 
 
 
 
Possibly somewhat 
reduced but still 
organized ground 
search.  Unclear if 
100 or 300 police and 
military or police 
continued to search. 
 
On Day 4, 
ά¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŦŜǾŜǊ 
went up another 
notch when a reward 
of about RM 200,000  
($10,000 USD 
according to De 
Souza, p. 32) was 
ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘΧ [ƻŎŀƭǎ 
began organizing 
their own search 
ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦέ  όaƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
/ƘŜŀƴƎΣ άwŜ-living 
the day Jim 
Thompson went 
ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΣέ Star2, 26 
March 2012.)  De 
Souza (p. 32) states 
that Charles Sheffield 
offered the reward 
on behalf of the Thai 
Silk Company. 
 

3 aborigine squads of 6-
7 men each (Galleher, 
p. 10, citing State Dept. 
cable, date unclear.) 
 
 
 
3 helos beginning 4 pm 
for one hour (ibid.) 
 
 
ά!ōƻǳǘ млл ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
continued, with the 
students from Dalat 
American School and 
British Army volunteers 
stopping their search 
efforts after the lunch 
ōǊŜŀƪΦέ  ό5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΣ ǇΦ 
34.) 
 
άDǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
searŎƘŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ 
days 1,2, and 3 
(Warren, pp. 144-5) 
 
Difficult to estimate.  
/ƘŜŀƴƎ ŎƛǘŜǎ άмму 
ƳȅǎǘƛŎǎΦέ !ƭǎƻΣ 
άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 
work early to go look in 
ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜΧέ  
But not all mystics 
would actually deliver 
ground searching, and 
some people could only 
search after work.  
Assume 50 extra 
people/day for the five 
days. 
 

Aborigine 
squads 
άǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
streams and 
trails extending 
6 mi. N of the 
a.έ  
 
Unclear where 
helos searched 
 
 
Area N of MB 
 
ά!ǊŜŀ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
primarily two 
miles in each 
direction from 
a.έ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ ǇΦ 
10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Likely on trails 
already 
searched, with 
some searching 
of virgin jungle.  
 

Searching for sign 
and spoor 
 
 
 
 
 
Helo overhead 
search, but not 
effective; use 
terminated quickly 
 
Assume 100 
searchers 
continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheang cites 
unusual SAR 
techniques used 
by the mystics: 
Setting off 
fireworks, reciting 
incantations, 
hitting gongs and 
ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǿŀǊŘ ƻŦŦ 
ŜǾƛƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΦέ 

Assume 7 
aborigines x 3 
squads x 7 
hours = 18 PDs 
 
 
 
Assume 9 helo 
observers x 1 
hrs ea. = 1 PD 
 
 
Assume  100 
searchers x 6 
hours ea., = 75 
PDs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assume 50 
persons x 4 
hours ea. = 25 
PDs for this 
day  
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At about the same 
time, the Malaysian 
Police offered a 
standard award of 
about $3000 USD (De 
Souza, p. 32).  
 
In the afternoon of 
this day, Asst. 
Commissioner of 
Police Yussof Khan, 
head of the search,  
was recalled to Ipoh, 
and Supt. A.S. 
Nathan was put in 
charge, but the 
transition was 
άǎƳƻƻǘƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ 
(De Souza, pp. 28-29) 

Thurs 
March 30 
 
DAY 5 

 άолл ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ 
for 11 days, then the 
number reduced to 
мллΣέ 5Ŝ Souza, p. 45.  
.ǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎ άмлл 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘέ 
on this day 

Not clear Probably line 
searches 

Assume  100 
searchers x 6 
hours ea., = 75 
PDs 
 
Additional 
factor for 
mystics and 
after work 
searchers: 
Assume 50 
persons x 4 
hours ea. = 25 
PDs for this 
day 

Fri March 
31 
 
DAY 6 

 άмлл ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧέ 
 
 
Gen. Edwin Black joined 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ άƘƛǎ 
ŎǊŜǿέ ό5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΣ ǇǇΦ 
42-3).  (The Straits 
Times story of 2 April 
seems to indicate that 
Black arrived on April 
1.) 

Not clear 
 
 
 
 
Not clear 

Probably line 
searches 
 
 
Set up comms 
tower, did 
interviews, walked 
trails with  
aborigine guides, 
and looked for 
vistas that might 
have appealed to 
JT (Warren, p. 149) 
Horgan (interview) 
says that only he 
and Black 
searched, and 
Dean Frasche did 
not, but he does 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ άƭƻŎŀƭ 
guides.έ  Horgan 
also states, that 
contrary to many 

Assume  100 
searchers x 6 
hours ea., = 75 
PDs 
 
Assume 6 
searchers x 7 
hours ea., = 5 
PDs 
 
 
 
 
 
Mystics + part-
timers: Assume 
50 persons x 4 
hours ea. = 25 
PDs for this 
day 
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sources, no US 
Army helos were 
brought in on the 
search. 

Sat April 1 
 
DAY 7 

 άнллҌ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ 
ŦǊƻƳ tŜǊŀƪΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 
ŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊŎŜέ Ҍ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ό5Ŝ 
Souza, p. 42.)   
άмлл ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧέ 
 
άDŜƴΦ .ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
crew went on a 
separate probe of their 
ƻǿƴΦέ  όLōƛŘΦύ .ƭŀŎƪ 
άƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
police that he was 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘέ  
JK, p. 187. 

 
Not clear 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Likely N and NW 
of the MB 

 
Not clear but 
probably line 
searches 
 
 
 
 
Trail walking (see 
above) 
 
 
 

Assume  100 
searchers x 6 
hours ea., = 75 
PDs 
 
 
 
 
Assume 6 
searchers x 7 
hours ea., = 5 
PDs 
 
 
 
Mystics + part-
timers: Assume 
100 persons x 4 
hours ea. = 50 
PDs for this 
day (more time 
available on 
weekend) 
 

Sun April 2 
 
DAY 8 

 άолл ǇƻƭƛŎŜΧέ 
άмлл ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧέ 
 
Gen. Black called off his 
search and returned to 
KL 

Not clear 
 
 
 
 
None 

Not clear but 
probably line 
searches 
 
 
None 

Assume  100 
searchers x 6 
hours ea., = 75 
PDs 
 
Zero 
 
Mystics + part-
timers: Assume 
100 persons x 4 
hours ea. = 50 
PDs for this 
day (more time 
available on 
weekend) 

Mon April 
3 
 
DAY 9 

 άолл ǇƻƭƛŎŜΧέ 
άмлл ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧέ 
 
Assume mystics and 
part-timers have now 
been accounted for ς 
/ƘŜŀƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άōȅ 
the second week 
everyone had pretty 
much resumed their 
ƴƻǊƳŀƭ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎέ 

Not clear 
 

Not clear but 
probably line 
searches 
 
 

Assume  100 
searchers x 6 
hours ea., = 75 
PDs 
 

Tues April 
4 
 

Apparently at about this 
time, the Thai Silk 
Company offered  
$2,500 USD reward in 

άолл ǇƻƭƛŎŜΧέ 
άмлл ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧέ 

Not clear 
 

Not clear but 
probably line 
searches 

Assume  100 
searchers x 6 
hours ea., = 75 
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DAY 10 addition to the $10,000 
USD already offered.  
This $2,500 came from 
George Barrie, a 
business associate of JT 
(De Souza, p. 45).   
!ǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ άǎƻƻƴέ 
after the 
disappearance, the 
reward was increased 
to $25,000, because 
this was considerably 
higher than the 
άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ ǊŀƴǎƻƳ ŦƻǊ 
Chinese businessmen of 
$10,000, and it was felt 
that a much higher sum 
might be more 
effective.  (Testimony, 
p. 13, of Henry 
Thompson III, nephew 
of JT, 10 June 1974, 
before the Register of 
Wills, Wilmington, DE.; 
estate file of JT.)  

 

 
But, Galleher, p. 23 says 
άǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŀǊŎh 
lasted for 9 days and 
ŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ пέ 
 
Warren, p. 144 and 154 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ мл Řŀȅǎέ 
ōǳǘ άǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ 
police and non-official 
searchers continued 
ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎέ 
 

 PDs 
 

Wed April 
5 
 
DAY 11 

 άрл ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƭŜŦǘ ¢ŀƴŀƘ 
Rata and headed 8 km 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜέ ό5Ŝ 
Souza, p. 43). 
 
άbƛƴŜ ƳŜƴ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ¸ƛǇ 
Wah entered the 
woods on their own 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣέ 5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΣ ǇΦ 
43. 

Not clear 
 
 
 
 
Not clear 
 

Probably trail 
searching 
 
 
 
Probably trail 
searching 
 

Assume 50 
searchers x 8 
hours ea., = 50 
PDs 
 
Assume 9 men 
x 6 hours ea., = 
7 PDs 
 

Thurs 
April 6 + 
 
 
DAY 12 
AND 
AFTER- 
WARDS 

 άtŜǊŀƪ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǊǎ 
Club, with 12 members 
in 2 teams, searched for 
3 days in mid-!ǇǊƛƭΣέ 
Warren, p. 154 
 
άǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣέ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ мрп 
 
 
 
 
άΨ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄƛ 
driver and 2 others 
searched for JT and got 
lost themselves for a 
ǿŜŜƪΣέ 5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΣ ǇΦ мнп 
 
άbƻƴ-official 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΧŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘΣέ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ 
154. 
 
 
 

Not clear 
 
 
 
 
 
Not clear 
 
 
 
 
 
W and S of 
Tanah Rata 
 
 
 
 
Not clear 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Probably trail 
searching 
 
 
 
 
Probably trail 
searching 
 
 
 
 
Probably trail 
searching, then 
lost 
 
 
 
Probably trail 
searching 
 
 
 
 
 

Assume 12 
men x 6 
hours/day x 3 
days;  = 27 PDs 
 
 
Assume 6 men 
per group x 6 
hours/day x 3 
days x 5 
groups;  = 67 
PDs 
 
Assume 3 men 
x 6 hrs/day x 7 
days; = 16 PDs 
 
 
Assume 4 men 
per group x 6 
hours/day x 3 
days x 8 
groups;  = 72 
PDs 
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άhn April 23, Richard 
Noone, a British officer 
with SEATO [and 
former anthropologist 
and intelligence officer] 
ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘǎΧ 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ос ƘƻǳǊǎΣέ 
De Souza, pp. 46 and 54 
 
άǎƻƳŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƭŀǘŜǊέ 
Horgan returned with 
psychic Hurkos, but did 
no real searching 
(Horgan interview) 
 
 

Not clear 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NA 

Questioned 
aborigines and 
searched 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NA 
 
 
 

3 men x 36 
hours  = 12 PDs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zero 

GRAND 
TOTAL # 
OF EST. 
PERSON 
DAYS 

    1448 PDs (8 
hour days); 
or 11584 
person-hours  

 

This is the first time any such day-by-day quantitative analysis has been attempted.  One thing that this 

interesting exercise has made clear: no-one was keeping careful track of the overall searchers or search 

days delivered.   

The number of person hours delivered above, at 11,584, is a very large number indeed.  Translated to 

person days, this is 1448.  Denis Horgan (interview) estimates that the number of person-days delivered 

in total was in the άƘƛƎƘ hundreds,έ not over one thousand.  So the number above of 1448 is quite 

generous, and if anything is an over-estimate.   

Horgan also makes the following important points re search tactics: 

¶ The jungle was so thick when off trail that undertaking line abreast searching was really 

impractical.  So the assumption above, and calculations below, that a substantial portion of the 

searching was line abreast may also be quite generous. 

¶ The helicopters used were not US Army, as reported in the press, but were from Malaysia.  In 

any case, the jungle canopy was so thick that they were quite ineffectual, and were not used 

much. 

¶ The search strategy used by the Malaysian police and army was to search the roads and trails 

around the MB and spread out deeper into the jungle as the trails and terrain allowed.  Again, 

spaced line searches were not practical, due to the density of the jungle.  (Thus this contradicts 

Capt. Mohammad.)  ά{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ Χ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΧΦǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 

difficult trails, and exploring out where it might be possible that a ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜΦέ 

¶ Training varied considerably across the searchers.  Initial searchers did not have formal training 

but many knew the area.   The larger search forces brought in later had lots of eyes and legs, but 

not high skills or training.   
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ReŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ōȅ ŀ ¢ŀƴŀƘ wŀǘŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜƴέ 

working for a month would have been necessary to cover the area around the MB in the search.  

Quantifying this statement led to the figure of about 48,900 person days being needed.  The 1,448 

person days estimated above as actually delivered is only 2.9% of the estimated 48,900 person days 

required.   

 

Calculations on the Maximum Search Area Obtained 

Capt. Mohammad stated that the search for JT was done up to three miles north of and around the MB 

(a diameter of six miles and thus a radius of three miles)8.  If we assume that the search area included 

the area shown in the figure below, then this would constitute a portion, about 5/8, of an approximate 

circle with a radius of 3 miles.  Using the formula of ὃ “ὶ Ø υȾψ, this yields an area of 17.7 square 

miles to be searched, a substantial area.  This area is shown within the yellow line below.   

Note that if one contends that the area that really needed to be searched was more like 6 miles out 

from the MB, then a calculation using the same formula would yield about 70.7 square miles to be 

searched, shown in the light green area below.  

 

Apparent search area, with the yellow line showing the 3 mile radius.   
The entire light green area shows a 6 mile radius. 

 
¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ άDǊƛŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ CƻǊƳǳƭŀǎέ 

developed by NASAR (p. 222) are useful here.  The second formula presented by NASAR states that the 

                                                           
8
 Capt. Mohammad stated in his interview that 75% of the three mile circle around the MB was searched 

intensively; here I assume that the portion of the circle E and SE of the MB was not searched intensively, since that 
ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
area that should have been searched in 1967 was even larger than the number of 17.7 square miles that I use. 
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area in square miles that can be searched by a team of searchers can be calculated by the following 

formula: 

   Area (sq. mi.)   =     Spacing (ft) x Hours x Searchers 
         5280 (ft) x 3.5 
 
where 3.5 is the estimated average number of hours for a grid searcher to go one mile, as determined 
by Wartes and Koopman and other studies.   
 
In the JT case, the number of searcher hours has already been estimated in the table above, at 11,584.  
Hence the formula can be revised to: 
 
   Area (sq. mi.)   =          Spacing (ft) x 11,584 
         5280 (ft) x 3.5 
 
Now assume various scenarios of searching, in terms of spacing and usefulness of searchers: 
 

A. The spacing for all searchers was 40 yards, or 120 feet, as described by Capt. Mohammad in his 
interview.  Inserted in the formula, this would yield an area that could be searched as 75.2 
square miles.  Thus under this approach, it would appear that the 17.7 square miles to be 
searched, could have in fact been searched several times over.  Is this scenario realistic, 
however?  After all, Scenario A assumes that all the terrain was triple canopy jungle with very 
open land under the canopy, which could be covered with a very wide spacing indeed, of 120 
feet.  Then consider scenario B, as follows. 

B. Here half the searchers were spaced at 120 feet, per Capt. Mohammad, but half were spaced at 
8 feet, as shown in the Straits Times photo and as demanded by very thick ground cover jungle.   
Here the formula yields a searchable area of only 38.9 square miles.   

C. In a third scenario, imagine that Capt. Mohammad was incorrect (or at least incorrect with 
reference to many of the searchers), or that the 40 yard spacing was used for only a negligible 
percentage of the search.   Imagine instead that all the searchers did line searches, but that the 
spacing was 12 feet.  This approach would yield only 7.5 square miles as the maximum 
searchable area.  This area is less than half of the 17.7 square miles required. 

D. Increasing the pessimism of the search factors, imagine that 8 foot spacing was required, and 
that normal speed of advance was halved, to 7.0 hours per mile per searcher, due to the very 
difficult terrain in the CH, with numerous ravines, steep hills, many streams, etc.  This approach 
would lead to an estimate of only 2.5 square miles that could have been searched. 

E. Now consider a very pessimistic estimate in which ¾ of the searchers just walked up and down 
the same trails over and over, or were mystics setting off firecrackers and basically delivering no 
useful searching.  Assume that the remaining ¼ of the searchers did line abreast searching at ½ 
normal speed (i.e. at 7.0 hours per mile per searcher) at a spacing of 8 feet.  Plugging these 
figures into the formula yields a remarkably low figure of only 0.6 square miles searched! 

F. Finally, consider what I feel is a reasonable scenario/guesstimate, namely that about 2/5 of the 
searchers (mainly police or military) did line abreast searching as described by Capt. 
Mohammad, with 120 foot spacing; but went 50 percent slower than the normal speed (i.e., 
5.25 hours per mile; due to the very difficult terrain); and 1/5 of searchers (again military or 
police) did 8 foot spacing at half normal speed (i.e. 7 hours per mile); and 2/5 of searchers 
contributed little to the effective search (but rather kept walking up and down the same trails 
until they dead-ended).  This would then yield a maximum searched area of about 11.0 square 
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miles, rather short of the 17.7 required.  I consider that this estimate is fairly realistic, but if 
anything is on the high side.   

 
This estimate of 11 square miles is possibly independently supported by Henry B. Thompson, the 

brother of JT, who stated on 10 June 1974 under examination at the New Castle County, Delaware 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳōŜŘ ŦƻǊ мл ǘƻ мр ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘέ όǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴŜȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ 

administration of JT). If by this he meant square miles, which he probably did, then this figure is in the 

same range.  (It seems unlikely that he could mean 10 to 15 radial miles around the MB, since he stated 

that the search team consisted of only 200 Boy Scouts.  My estimate of 11 square miles was done before 

having the Henry B. Thompson statement in hand, and thus was independent of it.) 

Note that all ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ άŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ мΦлέ ƛƴ NASAR terminology (p. 217).  In 

other words, each location in the search area is only covered once.  However, as NASAR points out (pp. 

215-217), a coverage of 1.0 does not yield a Probability of Detection (PoD) of 100%. In fact, due to 

various factors in ƭŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƛƎǳŜΣ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǇǎŜǎΣ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘΧǘŜǊǊŀƛƴΣ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǘŎΦΣέ ǘƘŜ tƻ5 ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛǎ much less than 100%.  The actual PoD 

achieved can be calculated from an Exponential Detection Function (NASAR, p. 215) with the formula: 

 

                              PoD   =   1 ς e-C   
 

²ƘŜǊŜ ά/έ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ άŜέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƻƎŀǊƛǘƘƳΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ŎǳǊǾŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ 

coverage of 0.5 yields a PoD of about 40%, a coverage of 1.0 yields a PoD of only 63%, and it takes a 

coverage of 2.0 to achieve a PoD of 86%.  This means that even if every location in the searched area is 

covered by searchers, twice, there is still a 14% chance that the victim will not be found.  Furthermore, 

NAS!w ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ tƻ5ǎ ƛƴ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ со҈ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ άƻǾŜǊōƭƻǿƴέ ŀƴŘ άƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻǊ 

ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎΦέ   

 

Recall that the analysis above was driven by the assumption that JT went a maximum of three miles 

from the MB, and did not go in an E, SE or S direction.  In NASAR terms, we have determined that the 

ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ άǎŜƎƳŜƴǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉossible search area.  This chance is called the 

άǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǊŜŀέ ƻǊ tƻ!Φ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ млл҈Σ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ 

walked further than three miles, or perhaps went E or SE, and thus is not in the specified segment of the 

search area.  

 

The probability of success (PoS) for any search is the PoA x PoD (NASAR, p. 93). Let us first take a 

reasonable but optimistic view.  Here we assume that the chance that JT is in the search area described 

above is 75% (i.e., PoA is 75%), and the PoD in the search area is 63%.  Here the overall PoS is only 47%.   

 

It might well be the case that JT is outside this described search area, in another segment.  Consider the 

following facts: 

 

¶ JT was keen on hiking and finding unusual plants and orchidsΣ ŀƴŘ άƭƛƪŜŘ difficult terrain,έ and 
ŜǾŜƴ άƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘέ 
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¶ JT might have gotten lost and gone much further than three miles in an effort to locate a road, 
stream or habitation 

¶ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ W¢Ωǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ DŜƴΦ .ƭŀŎƪ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŀƳέ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ W¢ ǿŜƴǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻǊ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜέ 
into the next state of Malaysia, all streams would lead into wilderness. 

¶ JT might have continued walking in the moonlight, and gone beyond the search area even as the 
hasty search was getting under way. 

 
In fact, the 1967 searchers recognized this possibility, and undertook some searching on and along trails 

for several kilometers beyond the three mile limit from the MB (Capt. Mohammad interview).  However, 

even in difficult terrain, JT could perhaps have continued beyond the three (or approximate six) mile 

limit in the first afternoon and/or the first night. 

 

Taking a more pessimistic view, based on the factors above, one might reasonably assume that the PoA 

is only 55% and the PoD (in the searched area) was perhaps also 55%.  Then the overall PoS would only 

be 30.3%.   

 

Of course, as contended by most other writers, it is quite possible that JT was and is not anywhere near 

the search area. (For example, he went to Tahiti, China, Cambodia, etc.)  This is called in SAR 

ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀ άōƻƎǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ς ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀ άŦǳƭƭ ǎŎŀƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘέ 

(NASAR, p. 146-147).  To give this theory its due, NASAR notes (p. 147), that two studies have found that 

about 25% of searches in the US and Canada for lost hikers were bogus, and NASAR states that 

άǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ŀ ōƻƎǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǊ 

ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƭǳŜǎΦέ  And the JT case has been going on for 48 years with no real  

discovery of clues! 

 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ hǘƘŜǊ !ƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ YƻŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ Lost Person Behavior 

Robert J. Koester, Lost Person Behavior (Charlottesville, VA: dbS Productions, 2008) worked with and 

was the lead creator of the International Search and Rescue Incident Database (ISRID), with over 16,000 

SAR incidents usable for full analysis, and was able to develop statistical profiles of lost persons using 

these data.   

YƻŜǎǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƛǘǎ W¢ ōŜǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ άƘƛƪŜǊέ 

όάǿŀƭƪŜǊǎΣ Ƙƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎκŦŜƭƭ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YύΣ Řŀȅ ƘƛƪŜǊǎΧέ όǇΦ муоύΦ  hƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ŀƭǎƻ 

exhibits some characteristics of the following cateƎƻǊƛŜǎΥ άƎŀǘƘŜǊŜǊΣέ άŘŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ 

άŀōŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣέ ōǳǘ hiker seems to fit best, and I will leave it to future researchers to try to combine 

ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ W¢Ωǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ  

Koester narratively notes (pp. 183-4) the following characteristics of missing hikers that may be relevant 

to the JT case: 

¶ The άlostέ scenario accounts of 68% of missing hikers. 
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¶ Errors [by the hiker] typically occur at decision points (rail junctions, obscure trails, game trails, 

social trails, head of drainages).   

¶ Other common errors include heading the wrong direction down a trail.  Errors at decision 

points account for 56% of lost cases. 

¶ Hikers are generally guided by terrain to other linear features once they are lost.  Many follow 

the path of least resistance.   

¶ Among hikers, 32-48% will be found uphill in relation to the IPP. 

¶ In general, around a third (30-40%) will travel at night.  (This is a very substantial figure, and is 

probably even higher in the JT case, when JT was probably a bit arrogant about his knowledge of 

the terrainΣ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ άǎŜƭŦ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΦέύ 

YƻŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘŀōƭŜǎ όǇǇΦ муп-5) on lost hikers reveal the following interesting facts: 

¶ In temperate mountainous climates, 75% of lost hikers will be found within 3.6 miles of the IPP, 

and 95% will be found within 11.3 miles.  [CH is a temperate climate compared to the other 

ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ άŘǊȅ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΦέϐ 

¶ In temperate climates, 32% of lost hikers are found uphill of the IPP in elevation, 52% below the 

IPP, and 16% at the same elevation.  75% are found within 1166 to 1175 up or down from the 

IPP. 

¶ In temperate climates, 25% of lost hikers are found near or at linear features (this is by far the 

ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ άŦƛƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴέύΣ ŀƴŘ мп҈ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ мо҈ ƛƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ мо҈ ŀǘ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ  

12% are found in drainages. 

¶ Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΣ су҈ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άƭƻǎǘΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ т҈ ǿŜǊŜ άǘǊŀǳƳŀΣέ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ н҈ ǿŜǊŜ 

άƳŜŘƛŎŀƭΦέ   LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƻŦ YƻŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ннпн ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƪŜǊǎΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƴƻƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

άŘŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘέ ƻǊ άŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭέ ς the latter meaning that the hiker was the victim of an abduction or 

murder.  Only 1% were άŜǾŀŘƛƴƎέ όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǾŀŘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘύΦ   Thus if 

JT was abducted, murdered or disappeared intentionally, this would be a very, very rare case 

indeed. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ άŘƛǎǇŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀƴƎƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦŦǎŜǘέ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƻǊ 

linear feature JT followed.  Unfortunately, this is unknown.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ άǎǳǊǾƛǾŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ фс ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΣ пф҈ ƻŦ ƭƻǎǘ ƘƛƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 

found alive.  This surprisingly high figure shows that (statistically) the chances were good that JT 

could have survived for a number of days in the jungle. 

YƻŜǎǘŜǊ ǇƻǎŜǎ нс άŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ 

lost hikers.  Drawing on the material presented earlier, we can answer many of these questions and sub-

questions briefly here with regard to JT (in italicsΤ άbκ!έ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ), as follows: 

1. Years of experience at hiking?  Over 40.  Frequency?  Not clear. 

2. Years of experience in this particular area?  About 6-8 days.  Frequency?  These 6-8 days were 

spread over three visits to the CH in several years.  

3. Destination and expected route?  Not clear.  From the evidence above, the nine following routes 

ƻǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘΥ  мΦ IƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀΤ нΦ bŜŀǊ 
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the JT stone beside the road; 3. Cross country again όŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƘƛƪŜύ, 

southbound, from the MB to the Lutheran Bungalow and/or the Golf Course; 4. Even further 

southbound, beyond the Golf Course to the trails S and SE of Tana Ratah; 5. North-westbound 

ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ a.Τ сΦ 5ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ άƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭέ 

and then north and up the drainage όŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ άW¢ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέύ toward the orang asli burial 

ground; 7. Returning to the site of the morning picnic, atop Mt. Birincang; 8. In a general 

northerly direction, cross country, from the MB; 9. to the Anglican Church SE of the Golf Course.  

Unfortunately, these nine fan out in most directions from the MB.  Alternate routes?  Trails, 

roads or cross-country.  Willingness to try new routes?  High.  Familiar with destination, how 

often?  Not clear.  

4. Purpose of hike, and goals?  Not clear.  

5. If it is a new destination, who suggested it?  Not clear.  Directions given?  Not clear. Contact 

information?  None.  Map provided?  No.  Type of map?  No map.  

6. Follow trail, road, water, willing to go cross-country?  Any of these.  Tend to follow trail or go 

cross-country?  Either, although the jungle makes cross-country difficult.  But JT had gone cross-

country just the day before with Dr. Ling, gotten lost, and liked it!  Action when encountering 

thick or difficult terrain?  Not clear, but probably keep stubbornly going, and if lost, possibly 

follow a drainage or stream downhill.  

7. Navigational ability: competent with map and compass?  Yes, but did not have either.  Skill level?  

Moderately high.  Ability to determine position if off a trail?  In the CH, probably not.  Ever hike 

or navigate at night?  Likely yes, many years before in WW II.  Able to navigate in limited 

visibility?  Unclear.  CH does have fog, especially in the evening, fairly frequently.  Able to read 

contour lines?  No map present.  Probably able to maintain a contour line walking on a hill, if 

desired. 

8. Familiar with location?  How long?  How many hikes?  See 2 above.  Likely 6-8 individual hikes in 

the CH, spread over several years.  

9. Other locations hiked before?  Yes.  Locations?  Northern Thailand, France, Balkans.  Routes?  In 

northern Thailand, following villager directions to caves, ruined temples, and sites of artistic and 

archaeological finds.    

10. Other locations interested in or heard about recently?  JT was heard to mention on his second 

Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /I Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

good view.   

11. Typical planning taken for a hike?  Spontaneous, when in the CH.  In northern Thailand, likely 

equipped a 4WD vehicle well for initial access, followed by hiking gear.  

12. Planning for this hike?  Apparently spontaneous, with little to no planning and no gear and 

hardly any possessions.  

13. Trip intentions left?  No.  Where and with whom?  N/A.  Left intention on web site or with 

officials?  No.  Any emergency alternatives planned?  No.  

14. Checked weather prior to leaving?  No.   What was original forecast?  Likely fine; but unlikely 

that any formal forecast was available to JT or anyone in the CH.  Any unexpected change in 

forecast?  Apparently not.     

15. Resources used to research trip?  N/A. 
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16. Computer, browsing history, blogs?  N/A. 

17. Usual hiking partner and contact info?  Dr. Ling hiked with JT the day before, but apparently 

pulled a muscle or tendon and was a bit shaken by getting lost, henŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ W¢Φ  W¢Ωǎ 

hiking partners and partners in seeking Buddha heads and other artifacts in upcountry Thailand 

were not present in the CH. 

18. Expected return time?  About sunset, thus about 6 to 6:30 pm.  Estimated departure time?  

Between 2:30 pm and 4 pm.  Estimated time allowed for hike?  Perhaps 2-3 hours.  Usual 

walking pace on flat, uphill, and downhill?  Not clear.   

19. Does subject typically hike solo or in a group?  Both.  If a group hiker, does he have any 

experience at navigation or making decisions?  Yes. 

20. Persons who have hiked with the subject in the past?  See 6 and 17 above. 

21. Pictures available of previous hikes showing equipment currently in use?  No. Almost certainly 

no equipment present.  

22. Any instructions or survival training on what to do if lost, and source of instruction?  Yes, survival 

and jungle warfare training in Ceylon in WW II, provided to JT by the OSS.  Some of this training 

ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ŀ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ ǘƻ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  Able to light a fire?  

Possibly.  May have had matches and a few cigarettes with him.  Apparently left his only lighter 

behind, at the MB.  Prepared to camp out?  Had no camping equipment at all. Perhaps could 

have improvised from his jungle training years before, but without a knife, parang and other 

minimal equipment (the five Cs: cutting tool, cover, container, cordage, combustion device), this 

seems unlikely. 

23. Any emergency beacons or communications signaling devices?  No.  How severe of a problem 

before subject would attempt to signal.  Probably quite severe.   

24. Would subject attempt or know how to signal an air resource?  Yes, but helos were used for only 

a few hours on one search day, without success, due to the thick jungle canopy.  

25. Did subject have any learning disabilities?  No. 

26. Other health concerns that affected ability to hike?  Yes, possibly.  Gallstone attacks about every 

six months, and intermittent amoebic dysentery.   

Koester also notes the following points of general interest: 

¶ In the 12,900 ISRID cases for which length of search time data are present, 93% of the time the 

subject is found within the first day.  The average (mean) search time is 16 hours.   Thus the 11+ 

day search time for JT is extremely unusual (p. 47). 

¶ The amount of time elapsed during the search does not have a strong correlation with how far 

away the subject is found (p. 51).  This surprising finding means that statistically speaking, just 

because the JT search went on unusually long is not a predictor that his remains will be found 

unusually far from the IPP. 

¶ ά!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƻǎǘΦέ  όYŜƴƴŜǘƘ 

Hill, Ph.D., in Koester, p. 53.) 

¶ Right-handedness (as JT was) is not a good predictor of veering right unconsciously when lost (p. 

62).  Americans do tend to veer right more than Britons, but persons who drive on the left and 
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are right handed (as JT was, driving on the left in Thailand and Malaysia) can veer right or left 

about equally. 

¶ Most lost persons are found close to the IPP, and the probability of a find drops off with 

ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LttΦ  9ŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άŘƻǳƎƘƴǳǘ ƘƻƭŜέ ƻŦ ƭƻǿ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

close to the IPP are incorrect. (p. 64-5.)  With lost hikers, as mentioned above, 75% will be found 

within 3.6 miles of the IPP, in temperate, mountainous terrain (like the CH).  

¶ Lost persons do not always go downhill, contrary to the myth (p. 68). 

¶ A significant percentage of lost subjects travel at night (pp. 69-70).  

¶ It is erroneous to think that investigation of the particular incident at hand is always better than 

statistical profiling of all similar cases.  Sources of information about the lost person can be 

misleading, eyewitnesses are often wrong, and relatives and friends can give deluded, polite and 

erroneous information, thus leading investigations astray (pp. 71-2).    

Possible Errors in the Search Execution 

The National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) manual Managing the Lost Person Incident 

(Centreville, VA: NASAR, 2007) pp. 4-5, states that there are nine classic errors made in many 

unsuccessful lost person incidents.  These are listed below, with an estimation on whether they might 

have occurred in the JT search.  

Classic Error 
Summary 

Classic Error Details Analysis re JT Search Conclusion re 
JT Search 

Agency responsible is un- 
or poorly prepared for 
the size and scope of the 
incident 

Errors likely result in large, 
multi-agency incidents 
lasting several days, with 
numerous spontaneous 
volunteers 

All of these error details are present in the JT 
search: nothing like this had happened before in 
the area; the search was large; multi-agency and 
multi-group; lasted many days; and had many 
spontaneous volunteers, especially in the first 
few days. 

Very likely that 
this error 
occurred 

Ambiguity of authority 
during the incident 

Uncertainty as to who is in 
charge, no visible chain of 
command 

During the initial hasty search, this was likely a 
problem, although Dr. Einner Ammundsen is 
credited with doing a good job.  Each military 
and police unit mobilized during the second 
phase probably had a good interior chain of 
command, but it seems likely that there was 
much poorer command across various units 
from different organizations (e.g. police, 
Gurkhas, RAMC, orang asli, etc.).  This is 
especially true when later, different foreigners 
(e.g. Gen. Edwin Black and Richard Noone) 
effectively took charge or conducted their own 
searches.  (Although Horgan (interview) states 
that Black coordinated with locals and did not 
άǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊέ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦύ  De Souza (p. 28) states 
that the search leader changed on March 29, 
with Asst. Comm. of Police Yusoff Khan being 
recalled to Ipoh, and Supt. A.S. Nathan being put 
ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ άǎƳƻƻǘƘέ ǿƛǘƘ 
άƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧƛƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦέ  ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
searches took place, especially after a $10,000 
and then an additional $3000 USD reward was 
offered.  (Ibid., pp. 32-4.) At some point the 

Very likely that 
this error 
occurred 
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reward was set at $25,000, because this was 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ ǊŀƴǎƻƳ 
for Chinese businessmen of $10,000, and it was 
felt that a much higher sum might be much 
more effective.  (See the Opinion by the Register 
of Wills, in the annex on the will and 
administration of JT.)  
 
Noel Busch, a staff writer for wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ 5ƛƎŜǎǘ, 
wrote to Martha Galleher (p. 171) and stated 
ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
government [Malaysia or Thailand] had the final 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thus Busch 
clearly feels this 
error occurred. 

No system for relieving 
fatigued search 
managers 

Direction is given by 
leaders who are exhausted 
and lack sleep 

Unclear if this was a problem Unclear if this 
error occurred 

Investigation concerning 
the missing person was 
incomplete or 
terminated too soon 

Vital info missed; key 
witnesses not interviewed; 
investigation terminated 
once the search begins 

Unclear if this was a problem; although it could 
be argued that the Richard Noone statement 
ǘƘŀǘ άW¢ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜέ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ 
jungle searching too soon.  
 
Horgan (interview) states that he got the 
impression that the Malay authorities concluded 
άŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴέ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
area.  
 
Capt. Mohammad makes it clear that he and 
other search leaders thought early on, based on 
the trailing dog results, that JT was not in the 
jungle. 

Quite possible 
that this error 
occurred 

Lack of coherent search 
plan or strategy 

High probability areas not 
identified and given 
priority.  Plan is simply to 
expand the search area. 

The hasty search early on, and the first part of 
the more organized search, seemed to focus on 
trail and road examination.  This then switched 
to stream examination.  This all seems logical. 
¢ƘŜƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƎǊƛŘ όάƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘέύ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
apparently used to some extent, but no 
information on if this was guided by probability 
and terrain analysis.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
άǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƭƛce of 
another country must surely have meant that he 
changed the search strategy.   .ǳǘ IƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ 
version is quite different, with Black just 
cooperating with and not getting in the way of 
the main effort, and not trying to take over. 
 
 
The (preposterously?) rapid search led by 
Richard Noone, anthropologist and former 

Unclear if this 
error occurred in 
the main effort, 
but given the 
various 
organizations 
involved, it 
seems quite 
possible that the 
άǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ ǿŀǎ 
to just keep 
looking and 
expanding the 
search area. 
 
 
Black may have 
disrupted the 
search strategy, 
to the extent 
there was one, 
although this is 
not clear. 
 
 
 
The Noone 
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intelligence officer, which apparently ended in 
just 48 (or 70 (Galleher,  p.87) hours, concluding 
ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ άƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ,έ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǎ 
definitive and likely prevented any further 
searching, thus disrupting any on-going efforts.    

effort was 
another 
indication of lack 
of coherent 
overall strategy. 
 

Ineffective search tactics 
were employed 

No attempt was made to 
confine the subject to a 
searchable area. 
 
 
 
 
 
Grid όƻǊ άƭƛƴŜέύ searching 
was conducted too early. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resources were wasted by 
repeated searches of the 
same areas. 
 
 
 
 
General ineffective use of 
resources. 
 
 
 
Possible destruction of 
clues by searching 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ά{ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƭƻŎƪέ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ 
lack of real interest in other 
scenarios and thus 

Data on search tactics are very limited.  
However, neither Capt. Mohammad nor any 
other source refers to trying to confine the 
subject with blocks or similar techniques.  Since 
searchers should have quickly found out that JT 
had a propensity to hike, to get lost, and to look 
for exotic plants, this measure should have been 
taken. 
It is not clear if grid searching (which is very 
resource intensive and often destroys clues 
rather than finding them) was done too soon, 
but this seems quite possible, given the huge 
numbers of searchers and the likelihood that 
line searches would be used just to keep all 
ǘƘƻǎŜ  ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΦέ   ¢ƘŜ 
only photo of the search shows a line search 
with very closely spaced police officers.  This 
was apparently taken on 28 March and 
published on 29 March in the Straits Times, so 
this is quite early in the search.  Of course, this 
photo could have been staged, as many press 
shots are.  
 
Data are lacking on this point, but given the 
large number of searchers, the many 
organizations involved, and the difficulty of 
searching in the jungle, it seems very likely that 
many later searchers just walked the same trails 
as previous searchers.  
 
As will be discussed later, the bigger the search, 
the more likely that coordination and effective 
targeting of resources will be lacking.  
 
 
b!{!w ǎǘŀǘŜǎ όǇΦ руύ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎŜƴŜŘ ƛŦ ΨǎƛƎƴΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ W¢ 
search, great reliance seems to have been 
placed ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƴƎ ŀǎƭƛ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ άǇǊƻǾŜŘέ 
that JT did not leave the trails and wander into 
the jungle.  But his sign could have been missed 
or destroyed by the early hasty search on Days 
1-2, (Warren, p. 135) ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊǎ άŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 
really get organized fƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΦέ  !ƭǎƻΣ W¢Ωǎ 
smooth leather dress shoes or loafers would 
likely have left little mark on the leaf-littered 
jungle trails.  
 
Per Capt. Mohammad, the Malaysian Army and 
Police very early on concluded that JT was not in 
the jungle, due to the evidence of the trailing, 

 
 
This error seems 
likely, but data 
are lacking.  
 
 
 
 
This error seems 
very likely, but 
data are lacking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Data are lacking, 
but this error 
seems likely. 
 
 
 
 
Data are not 
present, but this 
error seems very 
likely. 
 
 
Possible crucial 
error here. 
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ineffective search tactics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tactics make unwarranted 
assumptions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tactics fail due to lack of 
resources 
 
 
 
 
Tactics not appropriate to 
the terrain 

bloodhound-type dogs, who did not detect a 
scent trail leaving the MB.  But according to 
expert dog trainer Linda Murphy (see her 
interview), trailing dogs can and do make errors.  
NASAR notes (p. 56) that the scent article must 
be handled carefully, preferably with a coat 
hanger, and no-one should touch the article.  
NASAR also notes (p. 8) that searches can be 
misled by an early focus on erroneous clues.  
¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ άŎŀǎŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ 
ŜǊǊƻǊǎέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘƻƎ evidence on JT not 
leaving the MB premises on foot, led to the 
conclusion that he was picked up by car, which 
led to an erroneous conspiracy theory, which 
led to the error of lack of commitment to 
vigorous searching in the jungle. 
 
/ŀǇǘΦ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇtion of the Field 
CƻǊŎŜΩǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ shows that their 
tactics, by design, left large areas of jungle 
unsearched.  This is because the search was 
conducted on the main jungle trails and on 200 
yards on either side of each trail.  Thus areas 
beyond 200 yards were not searched.  This 
technique relied on trackers to spot any sign 
that JT had strayed from the trail.  But if the 
trackers failed to spot any such sign, or such sign 
had been obscured by previous searchers, then 
W¢Ωǎ ōƻŘȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭȅƛng well within the search 
area, just over 200 yards off a trail.  
 
As noted in the narrative, it might well have 
taken a regiment of men a month to carefully 
search the area around the MB, but only a tiny 
fraction of that trained manpower was made 
available. 
 
The famous Chandra Levy case in 2001 in 
Washington, DC, in which a missing 
Congressional intern was killed in urban Rock 
Creek Park in the middle of Washington, is 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜΦ  [ŜǾȅΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ 
ledge on a steep slope in the park, and went 
unobserved by line searchers above and below 
the slope, who were searching based on faulty 
instructions to search only within 100 yards of 
each road in the park (not road and trail).  The 
body was thus not found for over a year.  The 
aŜǘǊƻ t5Ωǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ listen to advice from 
external, experienced SAR personnel was largely 
to blame, since MPD was advised to use air-
scenting dogs which would have almost 
certainly found the body within hours or days at 
most, but refused to use this outside technique.  
In the W¢ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ 
body could be in a ravine or ledge on a slope 
difficult to search with line searching or other 
tactics then available (air scenting dogs were not 

Possible error 
here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible crucial 
error here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible crucial 
error here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible crucial 
problem here. 
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available at the time).  

Search coverage was not 
accurately recorded 

It is not clear which areas 
had been searched, nor 
how thoroughly.  When 
relieved, search managers 
are not adequately briefed, 
leading to duplication and 
gaps in coverage.  
Continuous, full 
documentation of all facts 
and decisions was 
neglected, especially in the 
early phases.   

Again there are little data, but discussions with 
Capt. Rivers, who states he once had the police 
files, did not seem to indicate that there were 
detailed records of exactly where was searched 
and how intensively.  His paper makes no 
mention of such detailed records.  It is quite 
common even today for search organizations to 
omit proper documentation, as evidenced by my 
review of supposedly professional records in a 
number of official missing light aircraft cases in 
the USA.  NASAR recommends (p. 248) that a 
Documentation Unit collect information on and 
document all aspects of the search; in my 
experience this is rarely done.  For example, in 
the famous Steve Fossett disappearance, the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) actually 
destroyed all the radar data for the day in 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ άƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ¦{ 
history was going on.   In the JT case, it seems 
almost certain that at least the early phase hasty 
search went undocumented.  Connie Mengustu 
stated that άǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ мнмύΦ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible error 
here. 

There is no effective 
system for dealing with 
clues  

Searchers are not 
sensitized to the 
importance of clue 
detection.  Important clues 
are missed, destroyed, 
ignored or misinterpreted.  
Clues are not documented 
properly. 

Data are lacking.  But given that hundreds of 
untrained searchers were involved, it seems 
quite possible that this problem arose.  
Untrained persons often think they are looking 
for the subject, and do not understand that it is 
much more likely that a clue is observable, since 
there are usually many clues and only one 
subject.  
 

 
 
Possible error 
here. 

Search managers lose 
control, due to external 
influences 

Poor media relations lead 
to unfavorable coverage; 
family are involved 
negatively; psychics divert 
attention and resources.  

Here data are not lacking, for once.  The media 
coverage was not negative, and in fact was quite 
naively positive.  No-one questioned the search 
techniques or even asked what the strategy 
ǿŀǎΦ  bƻ ƻƴŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άWǳǎǘ 
because this is the biggest search in Malaysian 
history, is it the best search in Malaysian 
historyΚέ  
And the family did not get much involved on-
site, having been discouraged from going to the 
CH.   
But certainly psychics, soothsayers and tipsters  
had a major negative influence on the case, and 
even drove some of the search efforts, a major 
mistake.  (JK, p. 187 and 189; Galleher, p. 21 and 
102.) It appears that Gen. Black was particularly 
driven and influenced by soothsayers  
(especially Peter Hurkos) during his short search 
and especially for months afterwards, in his 
investigative efforts.  Black used Hurkos as a 
major investigator in the effort. (Galleher, pp. 
82). 
 

 
Definite error 
here, re letting 
psychics 
dominate the 
media coverage 
and even have a 
major influence 
on the search 
operations.  
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Inherent Issues with Searches and Emergencies, Especially Massive Ones 

NASAR correctly points out classic problems that can occur with searches. But NASAR fails to address the 

fact that the larger and complex the search, the more likely it is that there will be major difficulties.  In 

Ƴȅ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ όInternational Journal of 

Mass Emergencies and Disasters, August 1989, Vol. 7, No. 2, pp. 116-132), my colleagues and I were able 

to show, with a few reasonable mathematical assumptions, that when a search or disaster response 

increases by 10-fold in terms of the number of levels, types or different organizations responding, then 

the complexity and likelihood of poor communication and coordination (as measured by the construct 

άƛƴǘŜǊ-ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳƴƛǘǎέύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƎƻŜǎ ǳǇ ōȅ about 150 ς fold, or by more than the 

square of the response increase.   

What this means is that a massive search, in which organizations respond which do not share common 

approaches, terminologies, procedures, methods and even languages, the likelihood of coordination 

difficulties increases exponentially, at more than the square of the input factor.    

Applying this concept to the JT search, it is not at all surprising that there would be difficulties in 

coordination and management of the search resources, given that the responding organizations and 

individuals ranged from Malaysian army units to Boy Scouts, hospital patients, US Army senior staff,  

orang asli, policemen, diplomats and gurus to soothsayers.  These inherent difficulties must have, of 

necessity, negatively affected the quality of the search.   

It is thus almost a mathematical certaiƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ 

aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣέ ǿŀǎ not ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ  

Another issue that NASAR does not address is the sad fact that many agencies, once they have 

completed their official search, often take the following attitudes towards grieving family and friends, 

and other, later searchers: 

1. We have searched intensively for the subject in our area.  We did not find him.  Therefore he is 

not here.  Go look somewhere else.  

2. We cannot devote any more resources to searching in our area, even if you represent to us that 

there is a moderate to high probability that the subject remains in our jurisdiction.  We do not 

believe your estimates or proofs.   

3. Our search records are not open to the public.  We will not give you copies.   

4. This is still an open investigation.  Therefore, those of you outside of law enforcement cannot 

have access to confidential files.  Furthermore, some of our data are obtained from confidential 

sources, and hence cannot be revealed now, and perhaps never will never be revealed.  And we 

may well destroy some or all of our files at some point, at our discretion. 

5. It is quite likely or at least possible that the subject masterminded his own disappearance.  Go 

look elsewhere. 

6. It is not important to collect, centralize and then carefully preserve the records of the search. 
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Some of this official behavior is clearly driven by the fact that if later searchers do find the subject in that 

jurisdiction, the original searchers will look bad.   

Applying some of these tendencies to the JT case, it would appear that the Malaysian authorities have in 

effect embraced attitude 6 above, while US authorities have in effect adopted attitudes 3, 4 and 6 

above. 

 
Decomposition of Bodies in the Jungle 
 
A rather unpleasant but necessary item to discuss regarding the search for JT, is the target itself, namely 

the body of JT in the jungle.  (Assuming his body was present in the CH area.)  This raises the question of 

how fast dead bodies decompose in the jungle.  This issue is important because if a body decomposes 

very quickly in the jungle, then that could help explain why the body of JT is located in the CH jungle, but 

has never been found by a casual passerby, hiker, orang asli, or other person.  Conversely, if a body 

ŘŜŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǎ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƻǊ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 

Tahiti or China or elsewhere, since in 47 years it has never been found in the CH. 

The literature on this is quite clear and rather surprising.   

5ŀǾƛŘ hΦ /ŀǊǘŜǊ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όά/ŀŘŀǾŜǊ 5ŜŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¢ŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ 9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣέ Naturwissenshaften, 94, 

(2007) pp. 12-24), produced a remarkable chart (below), summarizing various studies, which shows that 

a body lying on soil will decompose and lose 90 percent of its mass within just five days. (!)  A body lying 

on plant material will lose about 50 percent of its mass in 25 days.  

 

Carter et al. make the following additional relevant points:  
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¶ Bodies decay proceeds through six recognized stages: fresh, bloated, active decay, advanced 

decay, dry and remains. 

¶ Temperature plays a key role in the speed of decay through these stages, and is driven by 

Accumulated Degree Days (ADD).  A human body of about 150 pounds subjected to average 

daily temperatures of 25 degrees Celsius (77 degrees Fahrenheit) will ǊŜŀŎƘ άŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘŜŎŀȅέ 

after just 16 days.  

¶ /ŀǊǘŜǊ ŎƛǘŜǎ [ƛƴƴŀŜǳǎ όǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мтстύ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƭƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŎŀŘŀǾŜǊ 

ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƻƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƭȅ ƻǾƛǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴd maggot activity are key 

drivers of rapid decomposition. 

¶ A study in a neo-tropical rainforest island in Panama showed that a typical square kilometer of 

ground could expect to receive about 750 kg of weight of mammal cadavers per year, dying 

from the 5,000 kg average weight of mammal bio-mass on that ground.  Thus mammal bones 

and remains are quite common in the jungle.   

!ǊǇŀŘ !Φ ±ŀǎǎ όά.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀǾŜ ς ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ IǳƳŀƴ 5ŜŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣέ Microbiology Today, Vol. 

28, Nov. 2001, p. 190) states that: 

¶ Human decomposition begins within four minutes of death 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻŘȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ άǎƪŜƭŜǘƻƴƛȊŜŘέ ǎǘŀƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 

the formula 1285/x, where x is the average daily temperature in Celsius.  So in the CH, where 

the average daily temperature is about 18 degrees Celsius, this would yield a time to skeletonize 

of about 71 days.  

¶ Exposure of the body to carnivores [quite likely in the Malaysian jungle] will speed up this 

process 

¶ Within the first year bones will begin to bleach and may have algae or moss on them [thus 

making them extremely difficult to see]. 

Linda Murphy (see interview), a cadaver dog specialist with extensive experience in finding human 

remains, stated the following: 

¶ Human remains in the JT case, just as in any similar case, will be subject to predation.  Large 

predators may move larger bones well away from the death site, while smaller predators such 

as rats, possums or similar will likely move smaller bones a shorter distance.  Large bones may 

be moved up to a half a mile or even a mile from the death site.  

¶ Once a bone has been gnawed, cleaned of flesh, bleached and skeletonized, it is unlikely to be 

bothered or moved again by predators. 

¶ After the bones are skeletonized, they may well be reduced to shards that humans will find 

almost impossible to distinguish from slivers of wood, even at very close range ς even inches.  

Only laboratory testing or field use of cadaver dogs can distinguish bone from wood under such 

conditions.   

Mark Gleason (The Search for Human Remains in the Search and Rescue Environment, (Virginia: Search 

and Rescue Tracking Institute, 2008)), states that: 
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¶ There are many factors which make the discovery of human remains difficult. 

¶ Human remains often blend into the baseline landscape, making detection problematic even for 

search and rescue personnel, especially if untrained.   

¶ Factors affecting the speed of decomposition, in order of importance, include at least the 

following: temperature, access by insects, burial or not, depth of burial, presence of carnivores, 

trauma, humidity, rainfall, body size and clothing. 

¶ Scavengers are able to reduce surface deposit corpses to skeleton remains within five to seven 

days, and sometimes within two days.  

¶ Canines are often important scavengers, and may move portions of the body large distances, up 

to two miles, from the death site.  

My own experience with the famous Steve Fossett case in Nevada/California re bones was as follows: 

¶ CƻǎǎŜǘǘΩǎ light plane was found in the Sierra Nevada mountains about 13 months after the 

disappearance. 

¶ No body or even bones were found inside the plane. 

¶ Small fragments of bone were found near the plane.  Searchers were fairly sure these were 

CƻǎǎŜǘǘΩǎ ōƻƴŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ they were tested they turned out to be animal bones. 

¶ Eventually a member of our search team found an animal den and tennis shoe over a half a mile 

from the plane wreck.  He called the SAR squad and they found some small bone fragments near 

the den.  When tested via DNA analysis these were found to be the bones of Steve Fossett.  

Most of his skeleton was never found.  It seems likely that bears or other predators had 

scattered the bones over a very wide area. 

What does all this mean for the search for JT in 1967?  It appears that the following conclusions can be 

ŘǊŀǿƴ όŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I ŀǊŜŀύΥ 

¶ Within days, and thus even within the time of the 11+ day major search effort, it is possible that 

the body of JT could have been so reduced that it would have been hard to recognize, especially 

by inexperienced searchers.  

¶ Later searchers might not have realized that they could be searching for a scattered skeleton, 

not a recognizable body.  

¶ Parts of the body could perhaps have been scattered across 1 to 4 square miles, again 

dramatically reducing the likelihood that searchers would recognize a clue.   

¶ Currently, the remains are likely scattered over 1 to 4 square miles, would be mostly 

unrecognizable to humans, but could probably be located by HRD dogs. 

Analysis of Causes of the JT Disappearance  

In reviewing the JT case, I have identified about 25 possible causes for his disappearance.  These are 

discussed below in three categories: causes that can reasonably be eliminated from consideration (there 

are 11 of these); causes that should be added to the discourse (2 of these); and causes that also remain 

possibilities (12 of these), even though some of them are unlikely. 
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Causes That Can Be Eliminated 

The table below lists the eleven various causes for the JT disappearance mentioned by the press or other 

sources, or from other cases, which can reasonably be eliminated from consideration. 

CAUSE SOURCE OF THAT  
ALLEGED CAUSE 

WHY THIS CAUSE CAN REASONABLY BE 
ELIMINATED 

1. Tiger attack Baltimore Sun, cited in 
Galleher, p. 11, Madi 
interview; JK, p. 189; The 
StarΣ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭƪ 
YƛƴƎΣέ нлмл 

Tigers have been spotted in the CH even 
through the present, but there are no 
documented cases of tiger attacks on 
humans in the area since World War II. 
(Alias Rasid interview; Madi interview.) 
General Ed Black in 1967 stated that in his 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴȅ 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦέ όIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ 
pp. 171-2, the famous newsman Lowell 
¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлǎ άǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 
had been taken ōȅ ǘƛƎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /IΦέ  .ǳǘ 
this seems so much earlier that this 
statement can reasonably be discounted as 
being relevant to 1967.) 
The Malayan Tiger species prefers lowland 
forest to highland jungle (malayantiger.net/ 
v4/the-malayan-tiger) and are άǎŜŎǊŜǘƛǾŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƴΦέ 
The Malayan Tiger species requires about 
100 square kilometers of jungle per 1 to 2 
individual tigers (http://en.wikipedia. 
org/wiki/Malayan_tiger), hence 
encountering one is statistically extremely 
unlikely.  

2. Leopard attack Rumors; Madi interview; JK, 
p. 189; The StarΣ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ {ƛƭƪ YƛƴƎΣέ нлмл 

Leopards have been spotted in the CH, but 
there are no documented cases of leopard 
attacks on humans.  (Alias Rasid interview; 
Madi interview) 
There are no leopards in the CH.  (Perak 
Aleyak interview.) 
Ditto Gen. Black remark above. 

3. Quicksand The StarΣ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭƪ 
YƛƴƎΣέ нлмл 

There is no quicksand in the CH.  (Alias 
Rasid interview.) 

4. Death in a cave Warren, p. 157 There are no caves in the CH.  (Alias Rasid 
interview.) 

5. Falling into a well, 
borehole, agricultural 
narrow well or similar 

JK, p. 198 There were no such wells or holes in the CH 
in 1967.  (Alias Rasid interview.) 

6. Falling into an orang 
asli (aborigine) pit 

Warren, pp. 11, 157 and 
230; JK, p. 186 

Such traps were not found in the search, 
and were not present then or now in the 

http://en.wikipedia/
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trap, punji stake pit 
trap, or similar 

CH.  The orang asli did not use such traps. 
(Interviews with Capt. Mohammad, Alias 
Rasid, and Gerard and Jay Richard.)  

7. CŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ άŀƴ 
aboriginal animal trap 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƴŀǇǇŜŘ ǎƘǳǘέ ƻƴ 
JT 

JK, p. 186, citing news 
reports 

Such traps were not found in the search, 
and were not present then or now in the 
CH.  The orang asli did not use such 
άǎƴŀǇǇƛƴƎέ traps. (Interviews with Capt. 
Mohammad, Alias Rasid, and Gerard and 
Jay Richard.) 

8. Being killed 
accidentally or on 
purpose by orang asli 

Richard interview; The Star, 
ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭƪ YƛƴƎΣέ 
2010 

Orang asli (aborigines) are very peaceful 
and very unlikely to have intentionally killed 
any outsider, especially a Westerner.  No 
statement or even rumors of such an attack 
have ever emerged, but some discussion of 
a murder or even an accident would have 
almost certainly come forward if it had 
happened.  (Gerard and Jay Richard 
interview.) Anthropologist and ex- 
intelligence officer Richard Noone, with 
excellent contacts among the orang asli, 
found no evidence of an accident or cover-
up, in his investigation very shortly after the 
disappearance. 

9. Suicide due to failing 
business or major 
debts 

Possible cause in other cases JK (pp. 150-оύ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ 
business was doing well and was profitable, 
and that he was not worried about this 
aspect of his life. Warren (p. 68) states that 
JT was a millionaire, through his business 
and via an inheritance.   
After the house museum and its contents 
went to the JT foundation, the remaining 
estate value was still $1.1 million, a very 
large sum in 1967.  (Clip file of O. Wells 
Foster) (However, the estate administration 
papers from 1974 indicate the actual value 
of the US estate was only $180,000 USD.) 

10. Murder or remote 
assassination 
committed by the 
main beneficiary of 
the death 

Likely cause in other cases The primary beneficiary of the death of JT 
was his nephew, Henry Thompson III, a 
stockbroker in New York.  As discussed 
earlier, his behavior after the 
disappearance, and his remoteness from 
the subject and scene of the crime, make it 
reasonable to rule out this POI.   

11. Murder or remote 
assassination 
committed by the 
divorced spouse of the 

Likely cause in other cases As discussed earlier, the former spouse of 
JT was so sick and incapacitated in the US at 
the time of the disappearance that she was 
virtually in a coma, and JT was distraught 
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subject about this.  (FBI documents from their 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфст ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ǿƛŦŜ 
Patricia Maury Thraves was very sick and 
had a tumor.) Hence this POI can 
reasonably be ruled out.  

 

Causes Not Mentioned by the Press or Police That Should Be Added 

There are two causes that should be added to the discussion:  friends and associates, and various jungle 

elements.  These are described below. 

Friends and Associates.  In virtually any case in which there is a suspicious disappearance, murder or 

manslaughterΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ, friends and associates 

who were present at the time and location immediately before the disappearance.   

Amazingly, in the JT case, neither the police nor the press ever seemed to seriously ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ W¢Ωǎ 

associates in the Cameron Highlands, immediately before the disappearance, as likely suspects, 

apparently because of their high social standing.  Furthermore, none of the subsequent books or articles 

(except Martha Galleher) seem to even consider this obvious point.  The possible suspects or at least 

POIs, operating individually or in concert, would include: 

¶ Dr. T.G. Ling (Tien Gi Ling), host of JT at the MB, and long-time friend of JT.  He was Chinese, a 

chemist, educated at Cornell University, fled the Communist Chinese in 1949, and took up 

residency and prospered in Singapore.  (Warren, p.16.) He was 69 in 1967 and died in 1992 (De 

Souza, p. 118).  

¶ Mrs. Helen Dalling Ling, wife of Dr. Ling, hostess of JT at the MB, also a long-time friend.  She 

was an American from Ohio, met her husband at Cornell, and ran a successful antique shop in 

Singapore.  She was 66 in 1967.  (De Souza, p. 120.)  

¶ Connie (Constance) Mangskau, long-time friend (but apparently not a lover) of JT, staying with 

him at the MB.  She had an English father and Thai mother. She met JT when she was an 

interpreter for the Allies after the end of WW II.  Later she was the owner of one of BŀƴƎƪƻƪΩǎ 

most successful antique shops.  She was 60 in 1967.  (De Souza, pp. 115-16.) 

¶ 5ǊΦ 9ƛƴƴŜǊ !ƳƳǳƴŘǎŜƴΣ W¢Ωǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфплǎΣ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¢ŀƴŀƘ 

Rata, apparently at Ye Olde Smokehouse, at the time of the disappearance. (Capt. Rivers ms., p. 

нΦΤ 5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΣ ǇΦ ммтΦύ  IŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ άƘŀǎǘȅέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  IŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мффф.  (De Souza, 

p. 117.) 

¶ Sven Gonge, manager of the East Asiatic Company, friend of JT, present in Tanah Rata at the 

time of the disappearance (Straits Times and Capt. Rivers ms., p. 2.)  He helped organize the 

initial search, along with Dr. Ammundsen. 

¶ Edward Pollitz, a retired American businessman, active in Singapore and advising the Economic 

Development Board there.  He had contacted JT and asked for a business meeting re developing 

ōŀǘƛƪǎ ƛƴ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ  ό¢Ƙǳǎ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ 

whereabouts on Sunday.) He is the same person who supposedly saw JT in Tahiti some months 
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later.  (Thus diverting suspicion away from himself?  Unlikely but perhaps possible.) He was 67 

years old in 1967 and died of leukemia a year later.  (De Souza, p. 120.) 

¶ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ¦Φ {ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ {ƛƭƪ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ άǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅέ 

found the second will of JT in the company safe, among blueprints, two years after the 

ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ мсмύΦ  {ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

accident in the jungle.  (De Souza, p. 114.)  Sheffield died in 1973. (De Souza, p. 114) 

¶ Possibly others. 

Any of these persons could conceivably have had a falling out with JT, or accidently caused his death.  

However, arguments against these persons being suspects include: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜǿ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƪƴŜǿ ŀōƻǳǘ W¢Ωǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 

¶ Lack of signs of a physical struggle at the MB or elsewhere 

¶ The fact that Dr. Ling reported the disappearance quite promptly 

¶ The lack of apparent motive, murder weapon, body or other physical evidence.   

It would appear that this possibility should be considered as a cause (number 12), although the 

likelihood is remote.  

Various Jungle Elements.  The Malaysian jungle is a hazardous place, and even the press was not 

experienced and imaginative enough to mention all the possible dangers. Col. J.P. Cross, a lifelong 

Gurkha officer, in his book, Jungle Warfare: Experiences and Encounters (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute 

Press (or Casemate Publishers), 2008, pp. 17-18), referring specifically to Malaysia, states that in his 

experience as a jungle fighter, one of his biggest fears was falling trees and tree limbs.  He says that 

άŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ώ.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǊƳȅϐ ǳƴƛǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅŀ ƘŀŘ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎέ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ L ǊŜŎƪƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǊŜŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜŀǊǎƘƻǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ǎƛȄ ƘƻǳǊǎέ όΗύΦ  IŜ 

notes that in the dark, you can hear the tree start to fall, due to creaking of the rotten wood, but that 

there is nowhere to run, since you cannot tell where to go to escape.   

/Ǌƻǎǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭŘ ōŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊƴŜǘǎ άŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳŦŦƻŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƴƎ anything that 

moves.   Of course hornets can kill by numerous stings and by anaphylactic shock.   

On this point, the website http://www.vespa-bicolor.net/main/vespid/vespa-tropica.htm states that this 

observer has seen massive hornet nests up to five feet tall and five feet wide in Singapore, just south of 

Malaysia.  Lǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǊƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘέ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ a.Φ 

Cross also notes that ticks, centipedes, red ants, hairy caterpillars, scorpions and even leeches are lesser 

jungle threats, but can still incapacitate.    

L ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ άƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǘŜƳǎέ into a cause category (number 13) that could 

ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ άǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅΦέ  
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Other Causes That Remain Possibilities 

There are about eleven other causes (numbers 14τ25) which have been identified by the press, police 

and observers, which do remain as possible causes of the disappearance. These are discussed in the 

table below.  

 

 

Cause 
 

Arguments Pro Arguments Con Conclusion 

14.  Kidnapping by a 
gang or person for 
money 

άYƛŘƴŀǇǇŜǊ ƎŀƴƎǎ ώŀǊŜϐ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /IΧǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜȅ ƻƴ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŜƴΣ 
seizing them for ransomΣέ New York Times, 
March 27, 1967, cited in Galleher, p. 3 
(published on the 28

th
, see the annexes for a 

copy).   
 
Also Horgan (interview) mentions kidnapper 
gangs.  
 
JT was rumored to have been involved with the 
Golden Triangle drug trade and this led to the 
kidnapping and disappearance.  (Capt. 
Mohammad and Madi interviews) 
 
Rumors have persisted for years that the CIA 
was supporting certain tribes in the secret war 
in Laos by buying their opium production, then 
making money by selling the drugs.  (Personal 
knowledge of the author.)  A movie, Air 
America, was even made about this.  One 
USAID official, Ron Richenbach, stated that he 
witnessed Air America, a CIA front, being used 
for this purpose, and that he participated.  
(www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/ 
shows/drugs/archive/gunsdrugscia.html)  
JT would have been well placed to participate 
in this activity. 

YƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ άǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ƻƴƭȅ W¢Ωǎ άŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƪƴŜǿέ ƻŦ 
his visit to the CH, and there was no 
ransom note received.  (Galleher, p. 
11)   
 
 
/ƛƪƎƻ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊέ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
interview that kidnapping gangs 
were not present in the CH in 1967.  
 
bƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ 
involvement with drug trafficking 
has ever emerged.  
 
 
 
 
Ditto above 

 
Unlikely but 
possible 

15.   Kidnapping for 
political purposes by 
a Communist 
Terrorist (CT) group 

According to the Straits Times (see annexes), 
CT gangs had violent incidents on Thai/Malay 
border, about 90 miles north of Tanah Rata, in 
August 1966 (10 of 15 members of a joint 
Thai/Malay security patrol were killed near 
Betong, Thailand); March 18, 1967 (clash with 
10 CTs near Betong); and March 20, 1967 
(clash in the Kelantan border area, with an 
unknown number of CTs who outnumbered 
police). 
US State Department confidential memos and 
newsletters listed these CT gangs as a real 
threat, although on the border, not specifically 
in the CH.  (See annex) 
Warren (p. 47) says that a Thai official stated in 
July 1968 that the CTs on the Thai/Malaysian 

άŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƴƻ 
known Communist bands operate in 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣέ New York Times, March 
27, 1967, cited in Galleher, p. 4 and 
published on the 28

th
, see the 

annexes for a copy) 

 
Unlikely but 
possible 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
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ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ tǊƛŘƛΣ W¢Ωǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ 
friend, who served for five months as Prime 
Minister of Thailand but was ousted in a coup 
and fled to China.  Warren is perhaps hinting 
that a meeting might have been set up 
between JT and Pridi in March 1967? 

16.   Kidnapping or 
assassination for 
political reasons by 
the CIA or other 
intelligence services 

JT had angered the CIA and Thai intelligence 
services in the 1960s by his increasing stand 
against US involvement in Vietnam (JK pp. 7-9).   
 
Earlier, in the late 1940s and perhaps into the 
1950s, JT had greatly offended the French 
intelligence and diplomatic services by his 
material and extensive assistance to resistance 
groups in Cambodia and elsewhere in SE Asia. 
(Archives II, see annexes)  A formal complaint 
by the French government to the US DoS 
apparently was ignored.  

Kidnapping a major figure seems an  
unlikely course of action for any 
intelligence agency, which would 
want to remain covert.   
 
(But perhaps a secret meeting at 
which JT died, even of natural 
causes, might lead to a cover-up in 
order to eliminate embarrassment.  
See discussion below.) 
 
Horgan (ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿύ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ WYΩǎ 
assertion that JT was publicly and 
vigorously opposed to the war, 
which is quite odd, since Horgan is 
cited in JK (pp. 7-9) as a major 
source on this point.  
 

 
Possible but 
very unlikely  

17.  Assassination, 
or kidnapping 
followed by 
assassination, by 
business rivals in 
Bangkok, likely 
Madame Sarit and 
her clique  

aŀŘŀƳŜ {ŀǊƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǾƛƭŜΧǊǳǘƘƭŜǎǎέ ǿƻƳŀƴ 
and business rival of JT ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ άŎǊǳǎƘέ 
JT and his company. (JK, p. 153) 
 
Journalists often know more than they can 
prove and state baldly in writing, and hence JK 
may be hinting here that he has reasonable 
but not printable proof.    
 
Madame Sarit was the widow of Field Marshal 
Sarit, once a Prime Minister of Thailand, who 
was also an enemy of JT. 
 

It seems unlikely that such an 
assassination would be or could be 
arranged far from Bangkok in a 
remote area, when urban areas 
such as Bangkok, Penang and 
Singapore were all possible.   
 
No actual evidence for this 
assassination theory has been 
presented by any author or analyst, 
other than speculation.  
 
This theory does not think through 
or deal with all the practical 
problems that an assassin based in 
or commissioned from Bangkok 
would encounter in killing JT in the 
CH.  These include at least the 
following:  A. find out when JT was 
leaving for the CH; B. rapidly make 
his own travel plans in a way that 
would intersect with JT but with 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ άƻǇǎŜŎέ όƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
security) so that later police 
investigation would not uncover any 
suspicious travel; C. penetrate the 
tiny Tanah Rata community without 
being noticed; D. create a 
surveillance point overlooking the 
MB that was not noticed by later JT 
searchers, but was effective; E. plan 
ŀ ǘƛƳŜŘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ W¢Σ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
even know his own schedule for the 
weekend; F.  make the strike during 

 
Possible but 
unlikely 
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a tiny window of time when JT was 
away from the MB but was not 
observed by the servants, residents 
and persons near the MB; G. 
assassinate JT in a quiet way, so no 
shot or sound of a struggle was 
heard; H. successfully assassinate JT, 
a trained killer himself (albeit an 
elderly one), without getting 
wounded or killed; I. dispose of the 
body quickly and successfully, with 
little or few local resources, so that 
it was not found by searchers and 
no trace of the murder scene was 
found either; J. dispose of the 
murder weapon; K. exit the CH 
without being noticed; L. never 
reveal this sensational story over 
the course of many years; M. never 
have any other witting person boast 
about the feat or reveal any details 
or hint of the assassination.   
 
These items all add up to a pretty 
tall order! 
 

18.   Lost in the 
jungle and/or died 
of exposure or 
accident (e.g. 
broken leg, foot or 
neck) in the jungle, 
likely outside the 
main search area 

Paul Coakley of JungleCrafty provides an 
excellent video on how easy it is to get lost in 
the modern Malaysian jungle, at: 
youtube.com/watch?v=Yu1_HLiEAz8.  In the 
recent case he partially re-creates, a couple 
ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ άƳŀƛƴέ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
familiar with, got lost within ½ kilometer, 
decided to go down the ridge they were on 
and follow a drainage, and were found a day 
ƭŀǘŜǊΣ άƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ 
lost.  Coakley also notes how easy it is to get 
injured in the jungle, and advises strongly 
against going in alone, failing to tell friends 
where you are heading, or forgetting to take 
survival equipment, especially a parang ς three 
major mistakes made by JT. 
 
/ƻŀƪƭŜȅΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻƴ άt{YΥ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 
ŀƴŘ wŜǎŎǳŜΣέ ŀǘΥ youtube.com/watch?v= 
x_3gY1d_4lA&list=UUa3ia1bE4EOt__vJ6lnpLeQ 
states that all the orang asli he has met, even 
those with extensive ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ άŀƭƭέ 
admit to getting lost in the jungle at some 
point, and that even the orang asli cannot 
easily track a victim who has been lost in the 
ƧǳƴƎƭŜΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ άŎƭǳǘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
environment.  See esp. times 16:34 and 8:05 in 
that video.  He also notes a recent 
disappearance in the jungle, in which a hiker in 
a large group got separated, went off in error 
on a game trail, made a camp, then wandered 
off.  The orang asli were not able to track him 

W¢ άƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ 
his basic training on Catalina Island 
for OSS and later in Ceylon.  He 
taught me before our Himalayan 
trek how to find civilization in case 
ǿŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘΦέ  (Galleher, 
p. 4) 
  
Tracks or trace of JT would have 
been found where he left the trail, 
at his death site, or in between, by 
the orang asli, the trailing dogs, or 
the numerous searchers. (Richard 
bƻƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΤ /ŀǇǘΦ 
Mohammad interview, Madi 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳsion, De 
{ƻǳȊŀΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴύ  
 
bƻ ǘǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ǎŎŜƴǘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 
grounds of the MB was found by the 
3 trailing, bloodhound-type dogs.   It 
was this evidence that convinced 
the Malaysian police early on that JT 
left the MB by car, not on foot.  
(Capt. Mohammad interview) 

 
Moderately 
likely 
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after that, and his body was never found.  The 
mystical powers of tracking attributed to orang 
asli  by some writers are thus negated.  
Coakley is a recognized expert on Malaysian 
jungle survival, living, gear and SAR.  
 
JT, if lost, ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŀƳέ ǘƻ 
find a village or civilization (De Souza, p. 43, 
ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎ W¢Ωǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ Gen. Black).  
But within ½ mile of the MB, to the north, and 
within ¾ mile to the WSW of the MB, there are 
drainages in the next province, across a 
άŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘ away from 
inhabited areas.  It may be this provincial 
άŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǊƛŘƎŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
to by APC Khan, the officer in charge of the 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нф ǘƘŀǘ άƛŦ WƛƳ 
wandered beyond the ridge, it could take 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻǊŜ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƘƛƳέ ό5Ŝ {ƻǳȊŀΣ ǇΦ 
28).   De Souza (ibid.ύ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ άǾŀǎǘƭȅ 
imǇŜƴŜǘǊŀōƭŜΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ άǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƭŘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /IΣέ 
Galleher, p. 12. 
 
The άǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŘǊƻǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ плǎ όCύ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /IΣέ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǇΦ ооΦ 
 
W¢Ωǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 
have been as expert as portrayed by many 
writers, since he did not have in-depth, long 
term experience in the jungle (see earlier 
comments re General Sir tŜǘŜǊ ŘŜ ƭŀ .ƛƭƭƛŜǊŜΩǎ 
SAS fighting in the jungle).  
 

19.   Heart attack 
άŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ 
ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜέ όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ 
p. 11) or ill health 

JT was not in good shape and could have 
suffered an attack. 

The CH altitude is 4000-6000 feet, 
(1600 to 2200 meters, De Souza, p. 
18) not generally considered high.  
According to Google Earth, the 
altitude of the MB is 5118 feet 
above sea level.  
 

 
Possible but 
not very likely 

20.   Gall bladder 
attack, leading 
perhaps to collapse 
and death from 
exposure 

JT suffered from gallbladder attacks, had left 
his pills behind, needed a gall bladder 
operation soon, and his first attack made him 
άŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘȅƛƴƎΦέ   
 
According to mayoclinic.org, a gallbladder 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪ Ŏŀƴ άƭŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
ƘƻǳǊǎέ ǿƛǘƘ άǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦȅƛƴƎ 
Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōŘƻƳŜƴΧōŀŎƪ ƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊέ 
that can be so bad that the patient cannot sit 
still or find a comfortable position. 
 

If JT had an attack on a trail, he 
would almost certainly have been 
found in the extensive search.  If he 
had had an attack in the jungle off-
trail, he would probably have been 
found in the extensive search.  
(Capt. Mohammad interview)    

 
Moderately 
likely 

21.   Suicide due to 
depression 

JT was not in a positive frame of mind, was 
worn out, was in ill health, his ex-wife was very 
sick, and he had had a disturbing row with the 
Thai government over his antiques collection 

W¢Ωǎ personal physician and close 
friend 5ǊΦ !ƳƳǳƴŘǎŜƴ άǊǳƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ 
ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜΦέ   
 

 
Possible but 
unlikely 
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several years before, leading him to sell off his 
beloved Thai antiques collection, and leading 
to him change his will, thus not leaving the 
remaining foreign antiques and houses to the 
Siam Society (or Thai government).  (All four 
source books.) 
 
If it is true (per Galleher) that JT had cyanide 
pills beside his bed in Bangkok in case of a 
Communist takeover, then he clearly was 
comfortable with the idea of suicide. 

W¢ ǿŀǎ άƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎŜŘέ 
when he left the MB (Galleher, p. 
13). 
 
 

22.   Intentional 
disappearance to 
start a new life 
elsewhere 

JT was not happy with his life, was depressed, 
had funds to start elsewhere, and perhaps 
missed the excitement of his OSS life on the 
run behind enemy lines.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JT was perhaps sighted in Tahiti by a credible 
witness (Pollitz). 
 
 
JT was tired of his existence. 
 
 
JT was hidden in the MB on Sunday night, then 
smuggled out of the MB by Dr. Ling the 
morning after the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ.έ 
He went to a clandestine meeting, and then 
left Malaysia and Thailand to start a new life 
elsewhere. This disappearance and the KTW 
murder were tied into the Nugan Hand Bank 
scandal, via the involvement in all these of 
Gen. Ed Black.  (according to Donald Smith, 
researcher from RI) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JT left his passport and apparently 
his wallet behind, and was so 
forgetful about the entire CH trip 
that he did not get the proper shots 
or get the right financial clearance, 
and he only had about $100 on his 
person in the CH  ς this does not 
seem like a person carefully 
planning a disappearance.  There is 
no reported evƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ 
extensive personal funds going 
missing just before or after the 
disappearance.   
 
tƻƭƭƛǘȊΩǎ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 
convincing and certainly not 
conclusive.    
 
W¢Ωǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
glamorous and he knew it.  
 
It seems apparent that the MB was 
searched on Sunday evening. 
 
There is no sighting with any 
evidence, after the Pollitz incident 
in Tahiti.  Thompson was so well 
known to so many people, and his 
case so famous, that it seems very 
likely that he would have been 
quickly spotted where-ever he 
began his new life.   
 
The Nugan Hand Bank was founded 
six years after JT disappeared and 
KTW was murdered.  
 

 
Possible but 
very, very 
unlikely 

23.   Voluntary 
meeting by JT with 
persons unknown in 
a car in the CH, 
which led to JT 
leaving the area and 
then dying or being 
killed outside the 
search area  

Trailing dogs convinced the Malaysian police 
early on that JT did not enter the jungle, and 
that he left the MB hilltop by car.   
 
Rumored sightings of limousines, cars with 
Thai license plates, cars with tall American 
soldiers inside, caravans of cars, helicopters, 
etc. in Tanah Rata on the Sunday 
disappearance day, all indicate some form of 
meeting and/or conspiracy.  

Trailing dogs can make mistakes. 
This is more likely if there were 
multiple trails leading away from 
the MB, as stated by Gerard Richard 
(see his interview). This mistake in 
the JT case could have led search 
leaders to not focus enough on the 
jungle search, thus perhaps missing 
the body.   
 

 
Possible but 
unlikely 
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Special, careful handling of the 
items given to trailing dogs is 
important (see Linda Murphy 
interview); incorrect procedures can 
lead to errors.  
 
The Malaysian police believed that 
JT voluntarily entered a car at the 
edge of the MB grounds, at the top 
of the access road.  This broke the 
scent trail, so the trailing dogs could 
not detect JT beyond that point.  
But this belief assumes that a car (or 
truck) could come up the access 
road without being heard or spotted 
by the MB servants or by the Lings, 
which seems unlikely (although 
possible).  Cars were noisy in 1967 (I 
own a 1968 Mustang, so I know), 
trucks were noisier, and the access 
road is fairly steep, thus making a 
noisy approach more likely.  Also, 
the area at the top of access road is 
small, and would have required a 
car to do a 3-cornered turn, thus 
creating more noise quite near the 
Bungalow.  JT getting into the car 
would have also perhaps created 
the noise of a door slamming or at 
least shutting.  Nothing like all this 
was reported by the servants or the 
Lings.  The Lings might not have 
heard anything because they were 
truly napping, but they did 
reportedly hear JT drag a chair, and 
later heard what were apparently 
his footsteps.   
 
The sightings of suspicious cars and 
helicopters are generally promoted 
by the same people who think that 
psychics and soothsayers have a 
useful contribution to make to the 
case.  
 
Would a trained intelligence officer 
and excellent businessman go to a 
secret meeting without even taking 
his wallet?  Very unlikely. 
 
When and how did JT schedule his 
supposed secret meeting, with no 
cell phones in those days? 
 

24.   JT was struck 
and killed by a truck 
on a road near the 
MB, then his body 

This story arose in Ringlet, and was the 
reported deathbed confession of the Chinese 
truck driver who killed JT. 
 

This story did not come out until 
many years after the disappearance, 
and no-one has tracked down the 
son who supposedly heard the 

 
Possible but 
extremely 
unlikely 



94 
 

was transported 
outside the search 
area and buried 

¢ƘŜ άōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ W¢έ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 
and were found and then held in the Tanah 
Rata District Medical Office.  

ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ 
and the name of the truck driver, is 
unknown.   
 
¢ƘŜ άōƻƴŜǎέ ŘƛŘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
relevant and very credible District 
Medical Officer (who saw and had 
custody of the bones for a while; 
see interview section) states that he 
was not sure the bones were 
human, that he knows of no 
identifiable link between JT and the 
bones, and that the bones were 
found far north of Tanah Rata, 
where the roads were very poor to 
non-existent in 1967.  (Thus an 
unlikely place for the culprit to drive 
to in order to hide the body.)  The 
bones later disappeared in an office 
move, and cannot be examined 
now.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊέ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
interview that trucks were very rare 
in 1967 in the area, did not drive 
fast, and needed permission to go 
up to the British military bungalows.   
 
It also seems likely that JT would 
have heard a noisy truck coming on 
the very quiet road, and would have 
had time to get off the pavement (it 
was paved in 1967) in time to avoid 
being struck. 
 

25.   Snake bite 
(or snake bite 
resulting in 
incapacitation and 
death from 
exposure) 

There were about 2200 snake bites per year 
recorded in Malaysia between 1958 and 1980.

9
  

 
In the early 1960s, it was found that 74% of the 
snake bites in Malaysia occurred in the four 
northern states of Peninsular Malaysia.

10
  

Tanah Rata is just a few kilometers south of 
two of these northern states. 
 
Most snake bites in Malaysia occur between 6 
pm and midnight,

11
 a time when JT was 

possibly walking. 

The rate of snake bite is only 0.3 per 
100,000 population

12
  

 
Of snake bites, only a minority 
portion are venomous, since only 17 
of the 105 land snakes in Malaysia 
are venomous.

13
  

 
Among poisonous snake bites in 
Malaysia, only a small portion result 
in envenomation, since most bites 
ŀǊŜ άŘǊȅέ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ōƛǘŜǎΦ

14
 

 
 
Possible but 
statistically 
quite unlikely 
 

                                                           
9
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95 
 

 
Even for venomous bites, only a few 
are fatal.

15
  For example, for the 

Malayan Pit Viper, the most 
common bite, there were 1136 
recorded cases in West (peninsular) 
Malaysia from 1965 to 1971, and of 
these, only 4 bites were fatal.  
Similarly for Asian common cobras 
in that region and time, there were 
112 cases and only 3 reported 
fatalities.

16
 

 
Time of death (in the unlikely event 
that the patient dies) after a viper 
bite averages 64.6 hours, with a 
range of 5 to 240 hours,

17
 so if JT 

was bitten, he would likely live long 
enough to call out for help to 
searchers, if in the right area, or 
move closer to the MB.  For 
common cobras, the average time 
of (unlikely) death is less, at 8.4 
hours, with a range of 0.3 to 60 
hours.

18
 

 
There are poisonous snakes in the 
CH, but these are very shy and 
unlikely to bite.  (Alias Rasid 
interview; Perak Aleyak interview.) 
 

 

 

Source Analysis 

Outcome of US FOIA Requests and National Archives Research 

It is clear from various sources that considerable information should be available from official US 

ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ W¢ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ όǇΦ рύ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴ C.L ŀƎŜƴǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 

Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ ол ώмфстϐΧǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀmily that the FBI was actively investigating the [JT] 

ŎŀǎŜΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ {9 !ǎƛŀƴ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ  .ǳǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

and file should exist.   

Similarly, it is clear that substantial files should exist on the case at the CIA, US Department of State, US 

Army and other US institutions, and many if not most of these files should by now have been transferred 
                                                           
15

 World Health Organization, Guidelines for the Clinical Management of Snake Bite in the South East Asia Region, 
(WHO Reprint, 1999) p. 10, specifically referring to Malaysia. 
16

 Dr. Tan, ibid. 
17

 Dr. Tan, ibid. 
18

 Dr. Tan, ibid. 
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to the National Archives.19  For example, in a 1968 letter to Galleher (p. 146), Graham Martin of the US 

Department oŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ άL ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ Řŀƛƭȅ ώƻƴ ǘƘŜ W¢ 

disappearance] and actually drafted some of the messages including those designed to ensure the full 

mobilization of Malaysian resources to mount the most thorough physical search of the area it was 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦέ  Horgan (Bangkok WorldΣ ǇΦ снύ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ άIŜƴǊȅ /ŀōƻǘ 

Lodge, the Massachusetts Brahmin U.S. ambassador in Vietnam, demanded daily reports of his missing 

ǇŀƭΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΧέ 

In fact, research at the National Archives II location and FOIAs to the various relevant agencies have 

revealed an amazing lack of this kind of information, and the FOIA request to the FBI received a 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ άŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ мфтуέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴo longer available!  (The annexes 

contain the FOIA requests and the responses.)  

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ŀ ChL! ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /L! ȅƛŜƭŘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ W¢Ωǎ h{{ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²² 

II, with no documents later than his OSS resignation in 1947.  Yet JK (p. 191) states that his confidential 

sources indicate the following: 

¶ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŦƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ώ/L!ϐ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ 

released to the public or to the National Archives. 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /L! άƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦŜƭǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WY ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ 

and investigate it (ibid.). 

¶ WƻǎŜǇƘ [ŀȊŀǊǎƪȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /L! ƛƴ мфст ƛƴ WŀƪŀǊǘŀΣ άǎŜƴǘ ŎŀōƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜέ όƛōƛŘύΦ 

¶ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ WŀƳŜǎΣ άŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ /L! ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜέ ŀƴŘ άŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ W¢ΩǎΣέ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ 

agency knowledge on the disappearance (ibid.). 

¶ Robert Jantzen, CIA Chief of Station ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪΣ άŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΧŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 

as the point man.έ  Jantzen himself traveled down to the Cameron Highlands to conduct his own 

search for Thompson, accompanied by several aides, and Jantzen put out an all-points bulletin 

to all station chiefs for any CIA information about Thompson (ibid.). 

¶ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ bƻƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΣ άŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅέ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

disappearance (ibid.).  

Of course all this does not necessarily indicate some kind of Hollywood-esque widespread conspiracy, or 

ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ǿŀǎ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /L! ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

sensitive matters connected to JT, his activities, and/or the search that made (and make) it likely that 

de-classification officers in the relevant agencies have been reluctant to release the files, and in fact 

have intentionally destroyed certain files.   

Speculating here, it seems possible that the following reasons are inhibiting the release of 50 year old 

information by official US sources: 

                                                           
19

 All relevant records are apparently located at the National Archives II building in College Park, Maryland, rather 
than at the National Archives building near the Mall in downtown Washington, DC.  
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¶ The King of Thailand, the longest reigning monarch on Earth, is still alive as of this writing and 

was alive and was King in 1967.  Though now feeble, he is still a power in Thailand, his 

succession is quite problematic, and the US is a close ally of Thailand.  Anything about US and/or 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊŜōŜƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ 

neighboring countries, could be quite embarrassing to US-Thai relations, and could perhaps 

ǎƘŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ¦{ άǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  

tŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƻŦ άƭèse majestéέ (violating the majesty of royalty) is very widely used 

in Thailand today to pursue anyone who offends or criticizes the King, the royal family, and even 

the government in power.  The US government certainly does not want to be accused of or 

associated in any way with explicit or implied criticism of royal or distinguished Thai political 

figures, past or present.    

¶ Similarly, simply the official acknowledgement of the (likely) fact that the most famous 

American in Thai history, whose company is still a mainstay of the Thai economy, was for a time 

an agent (but not officer) of the CIA, would be quite embarrassing to the Thai government, and 

would call into question its ability to control its own affairs. 

¶ According to respondent Cikgo, the King of Thailand arrived in the CH for a visit, only three 

weeks after the JT disappearance.  (This statement has not been independently verified.)  Thus 

some unscrupulous rumor monger might make a connection between the two events. 

¶ It has been suggested that JT, through his many connections and sources, had knowledge of 

how the current King of Thailand came to power, and who assassinated his predecessor ς this is 

still a mystery.20  If any of the CIA or US DoS papers refer to this topic, even speculatively, this 

could prove embarrassing to US-Thai relations.  

Information Obtainable from Malaysian Sources 

I have undertaken work in Malaysia on the JT case, and can report the following re caches of records 

there: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƴŀƘ wŀǘŀ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ άƳƻǊƎǳŜέ ƻǊ ŦƛƭŜ ƻƴ W¢ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ м-2 recent 

retrospective news articles 

¶ The Tanah Rata and Brinchang Police state that they have no records of the case, and in fact 

destroy all missing persons cases more than 15-20 years old.  They also never heard of the case 

ς the most famous disappearance of an individual in Malaysian history! 

¶ The Kuala Lumpur Police Museum staff state that the Museum does not have any files on the 

case 

¶ The Tanah Rata District Medical Office has no information on the case, and has also lost the 

ǊŜǇǳǘŜŘ άōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣέ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Medical Officer from the right period 

                                                           
20

 King Ananda was found dead in his bed in the Grand Palace on 9 June 1946, with a pistol lying nearby.  Three 
palace employees were eventually arrested, tried and executed.  Prime Minister Pridi (a close friend of JT) was 
accused of complicity, and a coup against Pridi was then successful.  To this day it is not really clear whether the 
death was a suicide, accident or murder -- and if a murder, who was the perpetrator(s).  (Warren, pp. 46-7.) 
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doubts that there is any connection between the bones at the DMO and the JT case (see the 

Interviews section).   

¶ The Malaysian National Archives has no files on the case, but does have old copies of 1967 

newspapers, which were copied for this report.   

Note that just because an official states that no records exist does not constitute absolute proof that this 

statement is true, but it appeared to me that the above-listed sources were not fruitful for further 

research. 

Further research might be fruitful in Malaysia in: 

¶ The files of the Malaysian Army, including the Dayak Rangers, which reportedly provided two 

Rangers and a search dog to the JT search (Rivers ms., p. 3). 

¶ The files of the Gurkha unit which reportedly assisted in the search effort. (See the Capt. 

Mohammad interview in the Interviews annex.  He does not recall the name or number of this 

unit, but it was stationed in Malaysia at the time.  It was likely a British Army unit.) 

¶ The detailed Malaysian police files on the case, which Captain Rivers states were in his 

ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƻǊ ƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ άŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊέ ŀǘ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ нлмл ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƻ 

an audience in Ipoh.  He does not recall the name or contact information of the lawyer.  If 

found, this cache would likely be the most valuable single source of information on the case, 

in terms of search procedures and various clues and lines of inquiry.  Captain Rivers states that 

he obtained the files from a former senior police officer who worked on the case.  Rivers states 

he then used the files to write his manuscript presented in 2010.  (See the Rivers interview in 

the annexes.)  (The reasons these files could be useful include: A. modern researchers might 

spot something missed at the time;  B. the files might make clear exactly what search techniques 

were used and where; C. after scenarios for disappearance in the jungle are created in a modern 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǳǎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άŎǊŜŘƛǘέ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

occurred thŜǊŜ ƛƴ мфст Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ άǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀƴǳǘ ōǳǘǘŜǊέ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

allowing for POD (probability of detection).)   

¶ Other files collected by various units of the Malaysian police which may have ended up in other 

locations.  These might include the Criminal Investigation Division (CID), Police Field Force (PFF), 

etc.  (Rivers ms., p. 4.) 

¶ ¢ƘŜ άну ǇŀƎŜ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƻŦ !{t ώ!ǎǎǘΦ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎŜϐ LǎƳŀƛƭέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

directly to the case. (Rivers ms., p. 4.) 

¶ Royal Malaysian Air Force files, since this organization provided helicopters to participate in the 

search (Rivers ms., p. 2). 

¶ The files of any other Malaysian organizations that participated in the search.  

¶ Map repositories at the Malaysian Office of the Director of National Mapping or other locations 

that might possibly provide topo maps of the search area from the exact year of 1967.  (A 

detailed 1963 topo map has been located and is shown in the map section of this report.) 
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Information Possibly Obtainable from Other Sources 

It might be possible that further information on the case could be obtained from the following sources: 

¶ The medical files on JT held by Dr. Richard B. Capps ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ W¢Ωǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ 

information to the FBI shortly after the disappearance. 

¶ The British Public Records Office (PRO), since Britain maintained a close relationship with 

Malaysia, and there was apparently a British Army RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps) unit and 

ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ά/ƻƭΦ {Ŏƻǘǘέ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǊƳȅ units stationed in 

ǘƘŜ /I ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ мфстΦέ   ό{ŜŜ ǘƘŜ wŀǎƛŘ ŀƴŘ !ƭŜȅŀƪ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴŜȄŜǎΦύ 

¶ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ   wƛǾŜǊǎ όƘƛǎ ƳǎΦΣ ǇΦ нύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǊƳȅ 

ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎέ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ W¢ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ όǇΦ оύ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άǎƳŀƭƭ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŀƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ W¢ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

(ibid.). 

¶ Unit histories of other British Army or Gurkha units that participated in the search. 

¶ CƛƭŜǎ ƻǊ ƳŜƳƻƛǊǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9Řǿƛƴ ά9Řέ .ƭŀŎƪΣ ¦{ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ W¢Σ  όwƛǾŜǊǎ ƳǎΦΣ ǇΦ нΦύ ƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ŀƛŘŜǎΣ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ or 

associates.  (However, Horgan (interview) seems to think that there is not likely to be a trove of 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DŜƴΦ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ŦƛƭŜǎΦύ 

¶ Files of Dr. T.G. or Helen Ling, Connie Mangskau or other associates from Thailand. 

¶ Medical files of JT in the possession of Dr. Einner Ammundsen, personal doctor to JT, who was 

present in Tanah Rata when the disappearance occurred (Rivers ms., p. 2). 

¶ Files of the Thai police and intelligence services. 

¶ Files of the US Department of State (due to US Embassy in Thailand reports on the search) or 

Defense, CIA or FBI, which all apparently generated reports on the case.  For example, the FBI 

ŦƛƭŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ Ǿƛŀ ChL! ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άнр 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ŎŀōƭŜǎ ŘŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ оκнтκст 

ǘƻ пκнуκстέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ C.L Ƴemo of 3 May 1967 on the JT case.  These US DoS 

cables constitute one of the top three major missing caches in the case.   

¶ CƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ aŀǊǘƘŀ DŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ƴƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ W¢Σ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άL ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ŦƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΧŀǎ ŀ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΧέ  (Galleher, p. 6).  These contain press clippings and 

letters, cables and reports from US Department of State and others, which are cited and 

partially quoted in her book, but might have clues she overlooked. 

¶ Documents collected by JK as part of his book research. This author, an experienced researcher 

associated with the Council on Foreign Relations who has written over 700 articles and several 

books, stated in emails to me that he had in his files some original police reports on the case 

from 1967.  Of course I requested copies of this valuable, possibly priceless, information, and he 

ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ άǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪΦέ  Then Mr. Kurlantzick stopped returning my email queries.  These police 

reports constitute perhaps the second most important un-reviewed cache of material on the 

case.  

¶ Further interviews with descendants and relatives of JT and his murdered sister. 
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¶ The Pennsylvania State Police file on the Katharine Thompson Wood case.  The cold case officer 

indicated that a file exists, it fills an entire box, the case is still open, but the file could not be 

fully revealed to me.  (However, the cold case officer did discuss the case with me, referring to 

two binders from the file; see interview annex.) 

¶ Schedule C and other tax returns and financial information on the firm Canine Caterers, Inc., for 

the years of about 1964 to 1972. This firm was jointly owned by Katharine Thompson Wood and 

her son Harry Wood, with each holding 150 shares, and possibly financial dealings or disputes 

over the company may have been involved in her murder and his suicide.    

¶ Map repositories at the Royal Geographical Society, British PRO, US Defense Mapping Agency, 

or other locations that could provide better topo maps of the search area from 1967.   Other 

possible map locations include: David Rumsey Historical Map Collection; Perry-Castaneda 

Library Map Collection; Old-Maps.co.uk; Old Maps Online; etc.  Re maps, I am reasonably 

satisfied that I have located the only map of the Cameron Highlands in the possession of the US 

Library of Congress; this was in excellent condition, from 1963, and was very helpful.  A copy is 

part of this report. 

 

The Murder of Katharine Thompson Wood, Sister of Jim Thompson 

Martha Galleher (pp. 101-2) describes the murder of JiƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ YŀǘƘaǊƛƴŜ άYŀέ 

Thompson Wood: 

On August 30, [1967], one of the most brutal homicides ever committed in Delaware occurred at 

a secluded home in Centerville, between Philadelphia and Wilmington.  A cleaning woman 

ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ WƛƳΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ars. Katherine [sic] Wood, on her bed.  She had 

been viciously beaten to death with a blunt instrument while her two trained watchdogs, a 

German shepherd and a golden Labrador retriever, stood by without attacking the killer.  There 

were no signs that the assailant had forced entry into the home of this seventy-four-year-old 

woman, who the Baltimore Sun reported, ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǉǳŀƛƴǘΣ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƘƛƪŜǎΦέ  {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ƻƴ her fourteen-acre estate.  Her 

neareǎǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ  ΧǎƘŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƘŜǊ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǝǳƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΤ 

she often left her doors unlocked.   Neither her money nor her jewelry had been stolen.    

Since there was nothing missing, robbery seemed an unlikely motive.  Also, the fact that the dogs did 

not attack (although one had a small injury to its mouth, according to one news clip), and there was no 

forced entry, indicated that the attacker was known to Wood.  Furthermore, the extremely brutal, 

bloody and vicious nature of the attack made it appear to be a crime of passion, not of robbery.  There 

was no sign of sexual assault.   aǎΦ ²ƻƻŘ άƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǳƴƭƻŎƪŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ άƎǳƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 

ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΦέ  όDŀƭƭŜƘŜǊΣ ǇΦ млмύ 

According to interviewees (see near the end of the interview section) in the area, one of whom knew 

Katharine Wood and her son, the persons listed below were possible suspects or at least POIs (but there 
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is no proof whatsoever of any guilt).  (Note that since the Pennsylvania State Police declined to open the 

case file, there may well be other suspects in the case.21)   

IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ άIŀǊǊȅέ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ²ƻƻŘΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ YŀǘƘŀrine Thompson Wood.  He reportedly did not get along with 

his mother at all, since she criticized his line of work (selling dog food door to door (Foster interview)), 

which she felt was far beneath the family station (she socialized with the DuPont set).  Also, she did not 

like the way he was raising his children, and told him so; she did not trust him to keep some capital for 

his children, so she wrote her will to prevent him from selling the house (a major asset); and he earned 

ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎΦέ  He stated to one 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ άǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƛǊǘΦέ (All from the Foster interview.) 

 

After the murder Harry Wood told an ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎέ ƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ άL 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦέ  (Foster interview.) He told a reporter that he had voluntarily undergone a 

polygraph examination and passed it (see the Delaware/Pennsylvania clippings section).  According to 

the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) cold case officerΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǊƻƴŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ 

reports, Harry Wood committed suicide on Christmas Day 1971, about four years after the murder. (See 

interviews.)  

 

Three weeks before he died, Harry Wood told reporters that he thought that both JT and Katharine 

Wood were killed by an international Communist conspiracy, which was seeking to discredit JT because 

JT was proving with his company that capitalism could work in Asia.  This conspiracy apparently included 

American black militants such as H. Rap Brown. (Clip section.)   Harry Wood also felt that a stranger 

could have άŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ώƳŀƭŜϐ ŘƻƎǎέ ōȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ άōƛǘŎƘ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǘΦέ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎeems very 

unlikely, and the timing of this article soon before the suicide may be significant.  

 

IŀǊǊȅ ²ƻƻŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ W¢Σ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ W¢Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ 

newspaper account (clip file, annex) amounted to $1.1 million in assets in the USΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǇƭƛǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ W¢Ωǎ 

eight nephews and nieces.  Thus Harry should have been eligible for $137,500, a large amount in the 

1960s.  This might give him a motive for action against JT.      

 

There are various problems with this analysis, however, as follows:  

 

a. The actual value of the JT estate in the US, according to the administration papers (see annex), 

was much less than $1.1 million, and was in fact only $180,000, mostly from one small house. 

b. IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ limited amount would be small, at about $25,502 (the share given in 1974 

to Harrison W. Wood, Jr. and John Wood, sons of Harry Wood, who had died in 1971).  

c. It would appear extremely unlikely, however, that Harry would work out a way, with little or no 

resources, to engineer the death of JT thousands of miles away; and then, 

                                                           
21

 The Pennsylvania State Police is the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) over this case, since the house where the 
murder occurred is in Pennsylvania, not Delaware.  Part of the property, the driveway entrance, most of the road, 
the nearest small town, the social center of the area, and the closest newspaper, are all in Delaware, so many 
people mistakenly think the murder occurred in Delaware.  
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d. for some reason kill his mother, who did not benefit from the JT will unless her issue were 

deceased.   

 

! ƳƻǊŜ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ IŀǊǊȅ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ W¢Ωǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ/disappearance, but in 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ W¢Ωǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘŀǳƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ W¢Ωǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

not be distributed for seven years (since Thai and US law required this waiting period because no body 

was found), Harry would not benefit.   όIŀǊǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŦŦƛŘŀǾƛǘ 

ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфсу ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢ ƘŀŘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ мфстΦ  ό{ŜŜ ŀƴƴŜȄ ǊŜ W¢Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭΦύ  

Katharine Thompson Wood could be quite infuriating (Foster interview), and this and the factors above 

might perhaps have led to a murder of passion by her son.  Again, there is no proof of any kind that has 

surfaced, all the above is speculation, and he stated to the press that he passed a polygraph 

examination.22  (However, the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) cold case officer stated that he did not 

recall from reviewing the file that Harry Wood took a polygraph, while other persons of interest involved 

in the case did in fact take a polygraph.)  Harry Wood was a POI during the investigation, and according 

to the PSP and the case file, the investigation over the years seemed to come back to him, although 

proof of any kind is lacking (see interview annex).    

Emory όƻǊ ά9ƳŜǊȅέύ Church, a handyman who often worked for Katharine Wood.  He was reportedly a 

άƴŜΩŜǊ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎΣ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻƻŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ǉŀȅ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

matters (Foster interview).   

However, Mr. Church (ibid.) did not seem like the kind of person who could kill in a rage and then 

carefully remove all fingerprints and fibers from a bloody crime scene so perfectly that no clue 

remained.  Furthermore, Mr. Church did pass a polygraph, according to the PSP. 

Other relative, servant or handyman.  Ms. Wood was reportedly very hard on her help, especially black 

people, and treated them very badly, once allegedly leaving a black maidservant stranded on the New 

Jersey Turnpike for no apparent rational reason, apparently just because she was black.  One 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aǎΦ ²ƻƻŘ άƘŀǘŜŘέ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  (Foster interview.) So some sort of encounter 

could perhaps have led to a crime of passion.   

Hazel Walters of Chadds Ford, maid to Ms. Wood.  She found the body about 8-9 am, according to news 

accounts (clip section).  As the maid, she was closely involved with Wood, and could perhaps have had a 

major quarrel.    

Rodney Layton, a respected local lawyer who lived nearby.  He was Katharine Thompson WoodΩǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ 

and a former Navy fighter pilot (Foster interview).  He was called to the murder scene by the maid 

(Hazel Walters) who found the body, and so he arrived before the police.  He later provided a different 

maid to the new renter (and later owner) of the murder house.  (Foster interview.)  It seems extremely 

                                                           
22

 I have observed only two polygraph examinations.  Both were tests, in which it was known to all observers 
except the polygraph examiner whether the subject was lying or not.   Both tests failed. I am not impressed with 
this technology. 
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unlikely that this pillar of the community could be a POI or suspect, but he did have considerable 

involvement in the household, perhaps beyond what one might expect. (See the interview section.) 

A Chinese or Communist gang who was holding JT in Asia.  One theory in the press (see clippings 

section) and among neighbors in late 1967 was that a gang holding JT in Asia for political reasons was 

trying to get at him and force him to divulge information, and to do so reached out to Pennsylvania, and 

killed his sister in the most brutal and professional possible way, thus generating news clips that they 

could use to shock and terrify JT.  (And since they were professionals, they were careful to leave  

absolutely no clues.) Alternatively, the gang was seeking a way to get JT to denounce the US war in 

Vietnam.  (Galleher, p. 153.)  All this seems highly unlikely.   

A person trying to find the missing will of JT.  This is mentioned as a possibility by Galleher (pp. 102-3) 

but dismissed by stating that KathaǊƛƴŜ ²ƻƻŘǎΩ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 

ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ άǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛŀƳ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ  όLōƛŘΦύ 

Jim Thompson.   This possibility was not mentioned in the press or by interviewees, but those theorists 

who think that JT escaped from the Cameron Highlands undetected would have to acknowledge that he 

might have made it to Pennsylvania and murdered his sister.  He often visited her about that time of 

year (Galleher, p. 51), he did not get along well with her, she criticized his personal life, and she could be 

infuriating.  According to JK (pp. 62-3), W¢ ǿŀǎ άōǊǳǘŀƭƭȅ ǎŎƻƭŘŜŘέ ōȅ YŀǘƘŀrine for having Irena Yost as his 

open lover.  KathaǊƛƴŜ άǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ tǳǊƛǘŀƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŎƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ άƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǇƻƪŜέ ǘƻ 

Katharine after this scolding.   

But it seems very, very unlikely, however, that JT could sneak out of the CH, make it to America 

unobserved, kill his sister, and then establish a life somewhere else.   

The Robert Johnson, Jr. Gang. This infamous gang was active in Chester County, PA and the surrounding 

area during the 1960s and 1970s, and was involved in theft, possibly hundreds of break-ins, and 

ƳǳǊŘŜǊǎΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ t{t ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎΩǎ ƳǳǊders were 

targeted toward informants, not burglary victims; that the gang did not leave messy, bloody crime 

ǎŎŜƴŜǎΤ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

generally later than 1967 (see interview annex). 

Frank Jackamowicz. This person was investigated for murdering an elderly woman in Philadelphia, after 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŀ άŘǊƛŦǘŜǊέ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘ 

the time of the murder.  However, the PSP investigated him and his common law wife at length, and 

found that they had left the area several days before the murder, and there was apparently no 

connection to Katharine Thompson Wood.    

In summary, no proof exists for any of these POIs or suspects, and while some appear more likely than 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ άǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎeem to be a reasonable description of the killer(s).   

 

It does seem quite far-fetched, although perhaps possible, that there could be a direct connection 

between the JT disappearance and the Katharine Thompson Wood murder.  
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One of the most bizarre twists in this case relates to the FBI.  A FOIA to the FBI on the JT and Katharine 

Wood case generated a reply which seemed to only address the Katharine Thompson Wood part of the 

case (see the FOIA annex).  This reply baldly states, without explanation, that files which may have 

related to the Katharine Thompson Wood case were destroyed by the FBI in 1978.   

 

Why would the FBI destroy files related to an unsolved, important murder case in the US?  What is the 

significance of that date, 1978, eleven years after the disappearance ƻŦ W¢ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ W¢Ωǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ?  

None of the answers to these reasonable questions is forthcoming.  An appeal has been filed. 

 

The cold case officer at the Pennsylvania State Police was not aware that an FBI file may have existed or 

had been destroyed; thus indicating that the FBI did not bother to or wish to provide their information 

to local law enforcement officials who had direct jurisdiction over this unsolved murder.   

 

Mattson Development  

 
In maritime search and rescue, a sophisticated and complex computer model has been developed, 

called SAROPS (SAR Optimal Planning System).  This system automatically generates probability maps of 

where the target might be, based on known route intention, winds, currents, wind currents, tides, and 

numerous simultaneous simulations known collectively as a Monte Carlo simulation (Koester, p. 302-5).  

 

Unfortunately, in land SAR there is no such computer model yet (Koester, p. 306), although Robert 

Koester has received a grant to build one (email exchange with Koester, 2014).  Koester feels that when 

and if the land SAR model is built, it will be quite useful in cases such as the JT disappearance (ibid.).   

 

However, until such a model is built, the existing land SAR approach might be used in the JT case.  This 

approach involves creating a Mattson (named after its creator, Lt. Col. Robert Mattson, USAF Ret.). 

 

Creating a Mattson involves the following steps (Koester, p. 309, also Lew Toulmin, A Manual for Finding 

Missing Light Aircraft, 2011): 

 

¶ Carving the map of the incident area into planning regions or searchable segments (usually 6-12, 
per Koester, p. 310).  These are often based on particular scenarios of where the subject was 
heading. 

¶ Developing scenarios on where the subject might have gone, based on his interests, the regions, 
terrain, terrain features that might have steered his movements after he became lost, etc. 

¶ Selecting a team of raters with experience in SAR, in the region, and with diversity of opinion, to 
review the facts of the case and the scenarios 

¶ ¢ƘŜ άŦŀŎǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ aŀǘǘǎƻƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ ƴŜŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ сллҌ ǇŀƎŜ 
report (!), since most of the annexes here are background information and relate to whether 
W¢Ωǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ   tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ мл-25 page summary of the facts 



105 
 

of the case would suffice, and would be far, far more than most Mattson voting teams receive in 
the field in a typical case.  

¶ Asking the raters to vote via secret ballot on the probabilities for each region or segment that 
the subject is in that segment, based on their experience and the scenarios developed 

¶ Aggregating the ratings to produce a probability map.  This map will certainly not guarantee a 
find, but it will help planners allocate resources to the highest probability areas. 

 
Use of the Mattson approach may seem a bit silly and trivial to outsiders, but in fact it has been proven 

numerous times to be an excellent, sometimes quite amazing, approach for identifying high priority 

segments and allocating search resources.   I observed this personally on a missing aircraft case near 

Sedona, Arizona, in which ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Mattson voting identified one segment as the consensus highest 

probability location for the plane, and several weeks later the plane was found in that segment.  A large 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ άŎŀǊǾŜέ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ 

into appropriate segments and develop reasonable scenarios.  

 

One form of aŀǘǘǎƻƴΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƻǇŜƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣέ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǊŀǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ άǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ 

(ROW) segment mentioned above, in which the subject is judged to be completely outside the search 

area.  This would seem to be particularly appropriate in the JT case, since so much discussion and writing 

Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ W¢Ωǎ ǊŜƳŀins are far from the CH.   

 

It may of some small interest to know how I would vote on this controversial question of ROW vs. JT 

being located inside the general CH search area, if I was on such a Mattson voting panel.  In making this 

decision, I would be torn by various conflicting factors: 

 

¶ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ǎǘǳǇƛŘέ όYL{{ύ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛƴ {!w όŀƴŘ 
life).  Here KISS dictates that JT just tripped over a root or had some other misadventure while 
walking off trail in the CH, broke his neck or was injured and later died, and was never found.  

¶ Appreciation of the facts, as found in this report, that the search for JT was likely much less 
effective than thought at the time, with probable major flaws in planning and execution. 

¶ On the other hand, acknowledgement that of all the hikers around the world who have gotten 
lost, JT was likely one of the most exotic, with an amazing past, various enemies, nearby CTs, 
and remarkable political and social connections.   

¶ Agreement with Capt. Mohammad that it is important that the trailing dogs in 1967 could find 
W¢Ωǎ ǎŎŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ .ǳƴƎŀƭƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ a.Ωǎ ƘƛƭƭΦ  

 
Based on these and other factors I would likely vote 15҈ ŦƻǊ άǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ς that JTΩs remains are 

outside the Cameron Highlands -- and 85% that his remains are within the general CH search area.   

Within the search area, it would not surprise me if the remains were found fairly close, within 3-4 miles, 

of the IPP/LKP.  

 

A Possible Way Forward   

So a possible way to move the JT case forward would be as follows: 
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¶ Assemble a team of raters as described above, including experts from US and Malaysian SAR, 
Malaysian jungle survival, and related fields, but excluding JT authors with fixed ideas on the 
case. 

¶ Undertake the creation of a Mattson, including the Mattson voting described above.  This 
should ideally include scenario building based on extensive experience with similar lost hiker 
cases, a review of the terrain features to see how they miƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ W¢Ωǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘǊŀŎƪόǎύΣ 
and discussion of the key factors in the case.   The raters would be given an executive summary 
of the case, and would not be required to read all of this report. 

¶ Attempt to identify the highest probability searchable areas, suitable for use in cadaver dog 
(HRD dog) searches.  (Such dogs can and have located slivers of human bone that people cannot 
even identify as bone with the naked eye.  See interview with Linda Murphy in the annexes.) 

¶ Recruit and utilize a number of cadaver dogs, and search the high probability areas.   There is at 
least one cadaver dog team in Malaysia, and it is a good practice to use local teams where 
possible, since they are more used to local conditions and are cheaper.  

¶ LŦ ŀƴȅ άƘƛǘǎέ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΣ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦ  LŦ ǎƻΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
searching in that immediate area, especially downhill, to attempt to locate other remains.   

¶ Attempt to locate remains that can be DNA tested against JT relatives.  If so, undertake these 
tests.   

These steps would be difficult, somewhat costly (perhaps in the thousands to tens of thousands of USD), 

and the chances of complete success are admittedly fairly small.  The main challenge would be 

identifying enough small but high priority search segments, and securing enough cadaver dogs, to 

search a meaningful portion of the target area.  As described in the interview annex, a cadaver dog 

cannot search a large area at one go, the search process is intensive and tiring for the dog, and the dog 

thus must have substantial rest periods.  

But if no steps are taken at all -- beyond a lot of repetitive press stories in 2017 rehashing the case -- 

then the probability of solving the disappearance of Jim Thompson is absolutely certain:  zero. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#end report narrative# 
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List of Annexes: 

1. Other Maps of the Search Area 

2. New York Times Clips on the JT and the Katharine Thompson Wood 

Cases 

3. Various Other Relevant Clippings about the JT Disappearance 

4. Clippings from Delaware and Pennsylvania re the Katharine Thompson 

Wood Case 

5. Interviews re the JT and Katharine Thompson Wood Cases 

6. Results of US Freedom of Information Act Requests 

7. Contemporary (2013) Photos Re the JT Case 

8. Information re the Family of Katharine Thompson Wood and JT 

9. Content and Analysis of the Wills and Estate Administration of KTW and 

her Son 

10.  LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦{ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ LL ŀƴŘ ŀ /L! ChL! ƻƴ W¢Ωǎ h{{ 

Service, Search Efforts, JT Activities in the 1950s, and the Pollitz Sighting 

11.  Information from the FBI on the JT Case 

12.  Note from Henry Thompson, Nephew of JT 

13.  Excerpts from the Will and Estate Administration of JT, in Delaware 

14.  Items Related to Elizabeth (Lisa) Lyons 

15.  ! .ǳŘŘƘŀ IŜŀŘ ά[ƻƻǘŜŘέ ōȅ W¢ 

16.  Accommodations and Resources in the Cameron Highlands 

17.  Biography of the Author 
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Annex 1 
Other Maps of the Search Area 

 

Current tourist map of the CH.  Note that no trails are shown in the area N and NW of the Golf Course, 
where the MB is located and where most of the JT search took place.  
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Current tourist map of CH.   
Note Moonlight Bungalow shown NW of the CH Golf Course, with no other attractions nearby.  
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Annex 2 
New York Times Clips on JT and Katharine Thompson Wood 

 
NYT March 27, 1967 
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