
The Search for the  

Lost Ghost Town 

of Judge Harry Toulmin 



Today we will cover  

three topics 

1. Overview of Toulminôs life 

2. Arrest of Aaron Burr 

3. Expeditions to find Washington CH 



1. Overview of the Life of 

Judge Harry Toulmin 



Å 1766-1823 

Å Born England, fled persecution 
as Unitarian minister in 1793 

Å Pres. of first college W of the 
Appalachians 

Å Secôy of State of KY 

Å Codified the laws of KY, MS and 
AL, created ñToulminôs Digestò 

Å Author of ñThe Western 
Countryò 

Å Appointed by Thos. Jefferson 
as Territorial Judge for what is 
now southern Alabama 

Å State legislator from 
Washington Co. 

Å Died in Washington Court 
House, Washington Co., AL 

Judge Harry Toulmin was one of 

the founders of Alabama 



No known  

contemporary 

portrait exists,  

but this is  

one artistôs view 



His judicial territory was vastð 

he rode 1600 miles a year to serve it 

Location of St. Stephens & 

Washington Court House 



He bought a large tract near  

Ft. Stoddart on the Mobile River 



He believed strongly in  

serving the public interest 



 Postal road contractor 

 Postman 

 Federal law  

    enforcement officer/peacekeeper 

 Informal Ambassador 

 Doctor 

 Minister 

 Judge, lawyer & legislator 

He was a full service public servant: 



Judge Toulmin 

was the only 

Baldwin County 

delegate at  

1st Alabama 

Constitutional 

Convention 



       The Judge was honored  



A WW II  

Liberty Ship 

was named for him 



Harryôs son:  

Gen. Theophilus Toulmin  

built the Toulmin House  

at the Univ. of S. AL 
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Harry had two wives and many 

descendants, esp. in the Gulf Coast  

 

5 

Children  

HT was my gggg-grandfather 

1 2 



2. The Arrest of 

Aaron Burr  



Toulmin issued the arrest warrant  

for former Vice President Aaron Burr 



Warrant  

issued for 

Burr &  

others in the 

conspiracy 



Burr had killed Alexander Hamilton  

in the most famous duel in US history,  

& planned to ñerect his own empireò 



Burr was arrested in southern Alabama 

and held in Judge Toulminôs house 



Burr accused Toulmin during the  

trial of ñimproper practicesò 

ñBurrémade a motion against  

Harry Toulmin, Judge of the Mississippi 

Territory, that an attachment  

should be issuedé 

for contempt of court in obtaining letters  

improperlyéand using improper practices 

to procure and influence witnesseséò 

Burr was eventually found 

ñnot provenò on the  

charge of treason 

Burrôs secret codes: 



3. The Expeditions to 

Washington Court House 



The search 

began 

with my  

Dadôs map 



Washington  

CH appears on  

maps between  

1823 & 1867 

Judge Toulminôs will: 

 

I leave to my wife and trustees my  

double log house on which I have lived 

at Washington Court House 

for the last yearé 
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From Deed Book H, p. 174, 13 April 1835: 

There is even a plan of 

the town and a deed 

selling the 

Court House! 



The first expeditions on the  

ground turn up tantalizing clues 



Clear cut logging makes  

archaeology difficult 

But great USA             & Alabama Archaeology 

Society staff and volunteers make it work 
 


