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¢ƘŜ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘƛƴƎ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ Lέ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ /ƭǳō CƭŀƎ 

Expedition took place in October 2021.  This Final Flag Report contains the following sections:  

¶ Flag Photos of the Expedition 

¶ Location of the Expedition 

¶ Background of the Expedition 

¶ Goals of this Effort 

¶ Previous Relevant Work 

¶ Archaeological and Historical Findings of the Expedition 

¶ Genealogical Findings of the Expedition 

¶ Participants in the Expedition 

¶ Covid Precautions 

¶ Annexes: 

o A: Maps of the area 

o B: Images of the expedition  

o C: Draft genealogical article  

o D: Two genealogical descents related to the expedition 

o E.  A song about the Expedition 

o F:  History of Flag # 212 

o G: Authorization letter for the Sudeley Expedition and for Flag # 212  

o H: Biography of the author 

o I:  Previous Flag Expeditions 

o J. Other Toulmin expeditions. 
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Flag Photos of the Expedition 

 

 

!ǳǘƘƻǊ [Ŝǿ ¢ƻǳƭƳƛƴΣ tƘ5Σ CwD{Σ Cb Ωлп ǿƛǘƘ CƭŀƎ І нмн ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ нлнм ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǘ {ǳŘŜƭŜȅ 

Castle, Gloucestershire, searching for the Missing Banqueting Hall of Queen Elizabeth I. 

 

 

 

Lew Toulmin in front of the main 2021 trench, with Flag #212 
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Lew Toulmin and Flag #212 in front of the tomb of Queen Katherine Parr, last wife of Henry VIII, the only 

British queen buried on a private estate, at {ǳŘŜƭŜȅ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀōƻǳǘ нлл ȅŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

the 2021 dig site. 

 

 

Lew Toulmin and Flag # 212 in front of the ruined Banqueting Hall of King Richard III.  Richard owned 
Sudeley Castle and erected this massive three-story, 100-foot-long Banqueting Hall, and it was in place 

when Queen Elizabeth I visited.  But it was apparently considered old-fashioned, so Baron Chandos built 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŘƻǊ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ  wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ intentionally 

 άǎƭƛƎƘǘŜŘέ όruined) in the English Civil Wars. 
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Author Toulmin and Flag # 212 in front of the eastern wing of massive Sudeley Castle.  The western wing 
is visible in the distance in the upper left. 

 

 

Who needs someone to hold the camera for a Flag photo, when there is a Tudor Rose  
reflective surface around to capture the image? 
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Location of the Expedition 

Sudeley Castle and its grounds is the suspected location of the missing semi-temporary banqueting hall 

of Queen Elizabeth I.  The Castle is in Gloucestershire, England near the town of Winchcombe (former 

capital of the medieval Kingdom of Mercia). It is in the northwest part of the Cotswolds, and is located 

on the western side of the Cotswold Escarpment, which formed in the Jurassic period from 210 to 140 

million years ago.  

The present castle was built in the 15th century, on top of what may have been a 12th century structure, 

and the history of site goes back to Roman villas in the area, and a substantial Saxon presence.  The 

CŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴ YŀǘƘerine Parr (1512-48), the sixth and last wife of King 

Henry VIII.  The castle is still a private family residence and is a Grade I listed building under the Historic 

England scheme, meaning that it is a structure of international importance.  It is the only private castle 

or estate in Britain to have a queen buried in its grounds.  The castle belonged successively to Kings 

Richard III, Henry VII, Henry VIII and Edward VI, then to Lord Thomas Seymour and his wife the Dowager 

Queen Katherine Parr (surviving wife of Henry VIII).  Lady Jane Grey, who later became the famous 

άƴƛƴŜ-Řŀȅ vǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣέ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ {ǳŘŜƭŜȅ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ƛƴ мрпт-8 as a youthful companion to Katherine 

Parr.  ό¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ .ŀǊƻƴ /ƘŀƴŘƻǎ ƻŦ {ǳŘŜƭŜȅ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ WŀƴŜ DǊŜȅΩǎ ƧŀƛƭŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

reportedly helped her to the block, for her decapitation.  See the painting in the graphic section below.)  

 

Henry VIII was staying at Sudeley with his earlier queen Anne Boleyn when he made the momentous 

decision to dissolve the monasteries of England and seize their enormous wealth and land for the 

Crown, himself, and his henchmen.  

[ŀǘŜǊΣ vǳŜŜƴ aŀǊȅ L όά.ƭƻƻŘȅ aŀǊȅέύ ƻǿƴŜŘ {ǳŘŜƭŜȅ /ŀǎǘƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ мррп ǎƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ .ǊȅŘƎŜǎΣ мst 

Baron Chandos.  He had been a favorite of Henry VIII and had attended the famous Field of the Cloth of 

Gold event with Henry in France in 1520.  Sudeley Castle was held by John Brydges during the remainder 

of the reign of Queen Mary, and by his descendants during the reign of her successor, Queen Elizabeth I.  

It is the Queen Elizabeth I period, and her temporary banqueting hall and unique Tudor garden, that are 

the primary subjects of this archaeological expedition, as described below.  

Sudeley Castle has on display rare copies of original books written by Queen Katherine Parr, the first 

queen to have her own work published; love letters between her and her husband Lord Thomas 

Seymour; and a world-class textile exhibition covering 400 years of English needlework and textile 

production.  The castle was extensively used in filming the famous 1974 BBC TV classic The Pallisers, 

based on the six novels by Anthony Trollope.   

Sudeley was ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ά.ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ /ŀǎǘƭŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-known series of 11 comic novels and 9 

short stories by P.G. Wodehouse, written between 1915 and 1977.  In the stories, Blandings Castle is 

absent-mindedly run by Clarence, Lord Emsworth, 9th Earl Blandings, but the heroine of the stories is the 

Empress of Blandings, an enormous, champion Berkshire sow, who regularly wins the countyΨǎ άCŀǘ tƛƎέ 

contest! 
 

The exact location of Sudeley Castle in Gloucestershire, England is: 

[ŀǘΥ рм ŘŜƎΦ рсΩ рлέb  ŀƴŘ [ƻƴƎΥ м ŘŜƎΦ ртΩ ннέ ² 
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Background of the Expedition 

In the summer of 1592, Queen Elizabeth I and her very large retinue of courtiers arrived at Sudeley 

/ŀǎǘƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ 

Armada, and to honor Giles Brydges, 3rd Baron Chandos, owner of the Castle and his family.  But a 

possible ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ /ƘŀƴŘƻǎΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊ vǳŜŜƴ ά.ƭƻƻŘȅ 

aŀǊȅΣέ to spend so much money on entertaining his guests with fine food and wine that he would have 

no resources left to resist ElizabethΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ!  Elizabeth may have also sought some revenge against the 

/ƘŀƴŘƻǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŀƎŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ /ƘŀƴŘƻǎΩ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ όмst Baron 

Chandos) had been ElizabethΩǎ ƧŀƛƭŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ǿƘŜn he was the 

Lieutenant (the commander) of the Tower and she was incarcerated there.   

In either case, it is clear that the huge amounts that Chandos spent on rehabilitating the castle and 

massively extending its gardens, to entice and impress the Queen, caused him serious financial troubles.   

The highlight of the lengthy royal visit to Sudeley Castle was an epic three-day party, probably one of the 

largest and most expensive in British history.  The event involved jousting, bear and bull baiting, dancing, 

a specially commissioned play, a pageant, mummers, and of course lots of feasting and drinking. The 

party was held in a temporary Banqueting Hall.  Historians have only recently come to understand the 

importance of these temporary structures in Tudor politics, wealth accumulation and distribution, and 

royal and aristocratic public relations.     

There is no historical description available of the Sudeley banqueting hall, but there is a description of a 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ ²ƘƛǘŜƘŀƭƭ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƛƴ мрумΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ 

ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ǳŎ ŘΩ!ƭŜƴŎƻƴΦ  ό{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ пу ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ нс ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦύ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 

took 375 laborers 3 weeks and 3 days to build (i.e., about 9000 person-days!).  It was 332 feet long, held 

up by 30 masts, made of canvas painted to look like stone, and the ceiling was painted with stars, clouds 

ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴōŜŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άнфн Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΧŀƴŘ ŀll manner of 

ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΧƎŀǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŀƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƎƻǳƭŘΧŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇƻƳŜƎŀǊƴŜǘǘǎΣ ƻǊǊƴƎŜǎΣ ǇƻƳǇƛƻƴǎΣ 

ŎƻǿŎǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ƎǊŀǇŜǎΣ ŎŀǊŜǘǘŜǎΣ ǇŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜΦέ όǎƛŎύ 

Temporary structures like this were meant to impress the common folk, convey the notion of the divine 

right of kings to rule, and allowed the monarch to slowly progress around the kingdom.  They played a 

major role in the famous 1520 event The Field of the Cloth of Gold, which took place near Calais, at the 

meeting between Henry VIII and Francis I, King of France.  (The name refers to the beautiful gold tents 

used by many participants; see the painting in the images section below.)  But because of their 

temporary nature, relatively little hard information on them is available via historical documents, 

paintings or archaeology.  Hence an excavation could yield important and interesting new information 

on this important historical topic.  

Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅέ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘƛƴƎ Iŀƭƭ referred to in historical documents means 

that it was a tent-like structure meant to be taken down, or perhaps a substantial structure built of 

masonry or timber, but meant only for temporary/intermittent use by royalty and other visiting 

dignitaries.  
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Historians and experts at Sudeley wanted to find the site of the banqueting hall, but had no success until 

they noticed a large, lumpy, unused field in the area east of the Castle, in an area first thought to be an 

old Saxon manor house, but then suspected of being a buried Tudor Garden.   

Beginning in the early 16th century, Tudor Gardens became important places to entertain, feast, and 

display new-found wealth and power. (Previously gardens had been small private affairs.) During the 

reign of Elizabeth, this trend accelerated, and gardens filled with exotic plants and designs became even 

more elaborate, due to her love of display and clever use of design, fashion and architecture for political 

messaging.  Nobles vied to build ever more elaborate gardens, to lure Elizabeth to visit and impress her.  

Such gardens could include private areas where political scheming could not be overheard, rosemary 

bushes covered and shimmering with gold leafΣ ŦƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ άōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƳŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǿƛƴŜΦέ 

Because of the transitory nature of gardens, and the destruction of almost all Tudor Gardens during the 

later open landscaping craze led by Capability Brown, there is only one other likely Tudor Garden in the 

country.  Hence the possibility of identifying, mapping, and studying a previously unknown one is very 

exciting for historians and landscape architects.  And with modern plant micro-identification and paleo-

environmental techniques, it may be possible to identify some of the exact plants used in these exotic 

displays.  Sudeley Castle General Manager Wendy Walton stated that, άCƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ¢ǳŘƻǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

like this is an astonishingly rare occurrence.  Bringing it back to the surface would be an amazing 

achievement, and would give us the chance to find out what it would have been like in the days when 

!ƴƴŜ .ƻƭŜȅƴΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ L ŀƴŘ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ tŀǊǊΣ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ.έ  

Goals of the Expedition 

The goals of this effort were to: 

1. Search for, locate and excavate remains of the missing, semi-temporary Banqueting Hall of Queen 

Elizabeth I at Sudeley Castle. 

2. Search for, locate and excavate the remains of the missing Tudor Garden in the grounds of 

Sudeley Castle (somewhere in the Tudor Garden is likely the location of the missing Banqueting 

IŀƭƭύΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ 

paleo-environmental conditions.  

3. Document genealogical connections between Queen Elizabeth I and the present, and understand 

any other relevant genealogical connections. 

Previous Relevant Work 

Although Sudeley Castle and grounds are a heritage attraction, open to the public every day from March 

through October, there has been very limited previous archaeological work at the site.  Previous 

relevant work in the history and archaeology of the area includes the following, in chronological order, 

with most of the recent work done by DigVentures, the lead organization in this archaeological effort: 
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R. Atkyns, The Ancient and Present State of Glostershire [sic] (London: Gosling, 1712). 

E. Dent, Annals of Winchcombe and Sudeley (London: Murray, 1877). 

D. N. Donaldson, Winchcombe: A History of the Cotswold Borough (Charbury: Wychwood Press, 

2001). 

M. Fradley, D. Wright, O. Creighton, Sudeley Castle, Gloucestershire, Archaeotopographical and 

Geophysical Report (Exeter: University of Exeter, 2009). 

S. Noon, B. Wilkins, Sudeley Castle: Project Design for a Community Excavation (Barnard Castle, 

County Durham: DigVentures, 2018). 

S. Noon, C. Casswell, B. Wilkins, Sudeley Castle: Updated Project Design for a Community 

Excavation (Barnard Castle, County Durham: DigVentures, 2019). 

DigVentures, Sudeley Castle, Project Health and Safety Risk Assessment (Barnard Castle, County 

Durham: DigVentures, 2019). 

S. Noon and C. Casswell, Sudeley Castle and Gardens: Assessment Report and Updated Project 

Design (Barnard Castle, County Durham: DigVentures, 2020). 

Some of the genealogical/historical works that are relevant include: 

F. L. Weis, Ancestral Roots of Sixty Colonists Who Came to New England Between 1623 and 1650 

(Baltimore: GPC, 1969). 

M. Ashley, The Mammoth Book of British Kings and Queens (New York: Carroll and Graf, 1998). 

DunŦŜǊƳƭƛƴŜ !ōōŜȅΣ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ά/ƘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ CŜǊƎǳǎ aǳǊΣ ŘΦ рлм, to [the present] 

tǊƛƴŎŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƴŎŜ IŜƴǊȅέ ό5ǳnfermline, Scotland: Dunfermline Abbey, n.d.) 

R. W. Stuart, Royalty for Commoners (Baltimore: GPC, 2002). 

F. L. Weis, Magna Charta Sureties, 1215 (Baltimore: GPC, 2006). 

G. B. Roberts, The Royal Descents of 500 Immigrants (Baltimore: GPC, 1993). 

In the area of archaeology, in 2008 a team from the University of Exeter undertook a geophysical survey 

of Sudeley Castle (Fradley et al., 2009, above).  In 2018, staff of and expert consultants to the Castle, 

suspecting that a missing Tudor Garden and associated temporary Elizabethan Banqueting Hall might be 

located in and under a lumpy field east of the Castle, asked DigVentures (a non-profit archaeological 

organization) to undertake a series of test pits on the site (Noon and Wilkins, 2018, above).  These pits 

(and related survey, topographic, LIDAR and magnetometer analysis) proved promising.  Hence further 

work was commissioned in the summer of 2019 (Noon, Caswell, Wilkins, 2019, above).  This trenching 

excavation yielded a number of promising finds, including: 

¶ A substantial wall which may be a support foundation for the massive semi-temporary 

Banqueting Hall.  This wall includes architectural fragments and rubble (columns, rosettes 

and window surrounds), which appear to originate with the nearby Winchcombe Abbey, 

which was almost entirely destroyed in 1539 by the forces of Henry VIII during the 
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dissolution of the monasteries.  (Thus perhaps Queen Elizabeth sat, ate and was entertained 

literally on the ruins created by her father.) 

¶ Animal bones, green-glazed Elizabethan pottery, organic matter, plant material and other 

items which may have originated with the Banqueting Hall or that period. 

¶ The apparent center of the Tudor Garden, with a possible small moat or water feature 

around it. 

¶ Numerous other related small items.  

Based on these finds, this 2021 expedition was planned to confirm the location and features of the 

Tudor Garden, and to find more evidence, proof of, and remains of the temporary Banqueting Hall. 

Note that this expedition was scheduled to take place in 2020, but had to be postponed due to Covid-19 

issues.  Unfortunately, the Tudor Festival which was going to take place along with the expedition was 

postponed indefinitely. 

Re genealogy, it appeared possible from various publications that cousin-ship lines might exist via the 

Ligon family (explored in my previous, Lindisfarne Flag expedition), from the Ligons up to John of Gaunt 

(1340-1399) and King Edward I (1239-1307), or other persons, and thence down to Queen Elizabeth I.  

However, these lines needed to be examined, fleshed out and verified with reputable sources.  The 

sections and annexes below present the findings on this matter. 

Archaeological and Historical Findings of the 2021 Expedition 

Findings of the 2021 expedition and allied efforts were as follows: 

¶ The layout of a classic Tudor Garden has been largely confirmed, especially by LiDAR, with small 

beds and mazes near the house, with further garden beds extending outwards, with a circular 

walkway, an inner bank, and a centerpiece circular water feature, likely a fountain fed by a well.  

The Garden appears to have been built in two phases, the first in the 1540s, with an extension in 

the 1570s.  The garden may have also contained water features, such as serpentine ponds, 

separated by a raised walkway.   The apparent overall size is massive, perhaps 500 by 500 yards, 

or even larger.  (The exact dimensions and sequencing have not yet been established.)  

¶ A raised earth and clay platform was found, possibly consistent with the construction and 

foundations of a temporary but substantial banqueting hall.  Architectural fragments consistent 

with a high-status building were documented.  The possible hall was in the northeast corner of 

the Tudor Garden. 

¶ A very substantial dry-stone wall, about 2.5 feet wide, with massive, deep footings, and at least 

30 meters long (as revealed so far), appears to be a possible foundation for the Banqueting Hall 

ς although further digging and analysis is warranted.  (Whatever structure this is, it is looking 

much less temporary than previously thought.)  Beside the wall was a collapsed jumble of large 

and small stones, some of them with carving, which may indicate an upper story, a tower or 

monument, or other structure, as yet unclear.  It is also quite possible that this wall is not part of 

a building, but is a major garden wall, marking the eastern edge of the Tudor Garden.  Also 

found nearby were sandstone roof tiles ς but why would a garden wall need roof tiles?  One 

theory on this is that the tiles were just rubble brought from elsewhere to build up the present 

mound, to create a άwilderness gardenέ after the more formal Tudor Garden was demolished or 

reduced.  The massive wall is consistent with construction methods of the 16th century. 
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¶ An iron knife was found in the main trench, as yet undated.  

¶ A two-inch lead pipe was found, likely part of a watering system to bring water in from a spring 

east of the Tudor Garden. 

¶ A large number of fragments of glass, pottery, clay objects, metal objects and stone were found. 

¶ Leaded glass possibly consistent with a banqueting hall window was documented. 

¶ Malvernian wheel-thrown pottery was located and was dateable to the 1350 to 1600 period. 

¶ Possible evidence of Elizabethan feasting was found, in the form of the remains of cattle, 

mutton, goose, pork, marine mollusks, a galliform bird ς possibly a pheasant ς and a conger eel. 

¶ A possible earlier, Anglo-Saxon manor house under the Garden was tentatively identified. 

¶ A coin from the late Medieval period, yet to be dated exactly, was found in the main trench. 

¶ A previous owner of the Castle was Emma Brocklehurst Dent (1823-1900).  She was an amateur 

archaeologist and it was known that she commissioned a dig in the Tudor Garden area, in search 

of what she thought was an important, early Saxon structure.  Since her notes, if any, did not 

survive, it was not known where she and her workmen dug.  But during the 2021 dig, clear 

evidence of her previous dig was found and documented.  

Historical research undertaken by Sudeley staff during the dig revealed that Thomas Seymour spent the 

massive sum of 11,000 pounds to renovate the castle and gardens, to impress his new wife, the 

Dowager Queen Katherine Parr.  

An interesting historical and culinary ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άōŀƴǉǳŜǘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ 

Elizabethan times referred particularly to what we would call today the dessert course of a long and 

ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ƳŜŀƭΦ  ! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ άōŀƴǉǳŜǘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ staff to go 

into the garden near the banqueting hall, shortly before the meal, coat the flowers with gum water, 

ǘƘŜƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳƎŀǊ όǾŜǊȅ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜύΦ  {ƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘκέōŀƴǉǳŜǘέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ 

the guests would walk around the garden and find and eat the sugar-coated flowers! 

Genealogical Findings of the 2021 Expedition 

Two provable lines from the author to Queen Elizabeth I were found, with the cousinship relationship 

being:   

¶ Via King Edward I, Queen Elizabeth I is ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ 10th cousin 13 times removed. 

¶ Via John of Gaunt (a nexus for many genealogical lines), Queen Elizabeth I is ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ 10th 

cousin 10 times removed, a closer relationship. 

Both of these lines are described and proven in detail in an Annex below.  Note that many other 

Americans and Britons could prove this same or a similar cousin relationship, with research and some 

luck ƛƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊέ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǊƛǎǘƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻȅŀƭǘȅ. 

Astoundingly and unexpectedly, a cousinship line was found from the author, and a separate one from 

his wife Susan Toulmin, up through the Ligons to Sir Edmund Ferrers (1387-1435) and down to Lady 

Frances Clinton, the wife of 3rd Baron Chandos.  Lady Clinton was undoubtedly at the famous 3-day 

banquet, so that two relatives of the author (and his wife) were at the banquet and banqueting hall that 

was the subject of this expedition ς namely the hostess and the royal guest of honor!   

The two lines are shown in detail in an Annex.  The relationships are: 
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The author, Lew Toulmin, is the 5th Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ мо ǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƻŦ [ŀŘȅ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ 

Susan Elizabeth Little Toulmin, is the 5th cousin 12 times removed of Lady Clinton; both via the Ligon 

line.  (Lew and Susan are both proven descendants of early Virginia immigrant Lt. Col. Thomas Ligon of 

Jamestowne, are 9th cousins once removed, and are members of the Ligon Family and Kinship 

Association.  The Ligon family in Britain still holds ownership to the massive Madresfield moated manor 

house in Worcestershire (the inspiration for Brideshead Revisited), and these Ligons still keep in touch 

with their American cousins, and hold a family reunion every ten years, almost 400 years after the two 

branches separated!) 

Participants in the Expedition 

The Expedition was led by Lisa Westcott Wilkins, BA and MA (Archaeology), MCIfA (Member of the 
[British] Chartered Institute for Archaeologists), FRSA, FSA, a highly experienced professional 
archaeologist and previously the editor of Current Archaeology magazine.  The site supervisor was 
Stephanie Duensing, BS, BA, MA, PhD (Archaeology), with over eight years of relevant experience.  Other 
professional DigVentures staff included Indie Jago and Ben Swain and Ginnie Cole, all DV Community 
!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ  

The only Explorers Club member involved in this large team effort was the author of this Flag report, 
Lew Toulmin, PhD, FRGS, FN Ω04, who worked under the direction of DigVentures.  In addition, about 80 
volunteers, most from the UK but four from the US, participated in the effort.  Obviously DigVentures 
staff and those volunteers did the overwhelming majority of the work. 

Covid Precautions 

The Covid-19 pandemic caused the 2020 expedition to Sudeley (and several other projects) to be 

postponed to 2021.  Precautions taken in 2021 included the following: 

¶ All foreign participants (including the author) who were fully vaccinated in the US still had to 

take a Covid PCR test within 2 days of arriving in the UK, and get a certified negative result via 

email.   

¶ All participants had to take a Lateral Flow Test on site or immediately before digging, every two 

days of digging, and get a negative on-site visible result.   

¶ All participants were encouraged to stay 6 feet apart, and to wear masks during any indoor 

tours of the Castle.  While working outside, masking was not required.   

¶ No sharing of tools or other items was allowed; all tools were individually assigned.   

Using these precautions at Sudeley and on other digs, DigVentures has never experienced a Covid 

outbreak.   
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Annex A 
Maps of the Area 

 

 

Google Earth image showing Sudeley Castle in Gloucestershire and its relation  
to Birmingham to the north and Wales to the west 

 
 
 

 
 

Map showing Sudeley Castle and its relation to the Cotswold villages to the east, 
and Cheltenham to the southwest 
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Annex B 
Images of the Expedition 

(Photo credits to DigVentures, Sudeley, or Lew Toulmin) 

 

 
 

Aerial view of Sudeley Castle; the dig site is in the upper left of the photo;  
beyond the castle in the trees to the upper left of the square garden 

 

 
 

A different view of the Castle from the air 
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One of ten famous gardens at Sudeley CastleΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ  {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ ƛƴ 

which Queen Katherine Parr is buried, is the structure on the right. 

 

 

 

The άYƴƻǘ DŀǊŘŜƴέ at Sudeley 
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A LiDAR study of the area; the Castle and its current QueenΩs Garden are just left of center, 
Then to the right is the Tudor Garden, then to the SE is a field with lace-like, diagonal medieval furrows. 

 

 

A close-up of the LiDAR for the existing, visible large castle (left) and the even larger remains of the not- 

visible-to-the-naked eye Tudor Garden.  This huge Garden runs from the vertical black line in the center 

of the image to the three red boxes on the right (these are the 2021 trenches), and down to the bottom 

of the image.  Ghostly images of underground structures, likely paths, hedges, plantings, water features, 

other structures and walls, are visible in the Garden. 
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The permanent banqueting hall at Sudeley Castle, used by various Kings and Queens of England 

 

 

Partial family tree of the Barons Chandos.  The author was able to prove a cousin-ship relationship with 
Frances Clinton, wife of Sir Gyles Brydges, 3rd Baron Chandos; she was the daughter of Edward Clinton, 

Lord High Admiral of England.  
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1st Baron Chandos of Sudeley Castle 

 

Coat of arms of the House of Brydges, Barons Chandos 
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The young Elizabeth (later Queen) imprisoned in the Tower of London; 1st Baron Chandos (center) was her jailer. 

 

[ŀŘȅ WŀƴŜ DǊŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ άbƛƴŜ 5ŀȅǎ vǳŜŜƴΣέ about to be beheaded.  1st Baron Chandos, Lord Lieutenant of 

the Tower of London, is helping her find the block.  The executioner with his ax is on the right. 
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Giles Brydges, 3rd Baron Chandos (1548-1594), hosted Queen Elizabeth I at Sudeley Castle in 1592 and 

put on the famous, epic 3-day party.  It appears he ate his fill! 

 

 

 

Lady Frances Clinton of Sudeley Castle, relative of the author and his wife 

(painted in 1589 by Hieronimo Custodis); note her waist! 
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Elizabeth Bryges, aged 14, daughter of Giles Brydges,  

3rd Baron Chandos, and Lady Frances Clinton.  Ironically, Elizabeth Bryges became  
a Maid of Honor to Queen Elizabeth I.  (Was this a great honor, or was she  

perhaps actually a hostage?) 
 

 

 
The bronze plaque found in the 1700s that confirmed the burying place at Sudeley of Queen Katherine 

όάYŀǘŜǊȅƴέύ tŀǊǊΣ ά²ƛŦŜ ǘƻ YȅƴƎ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΦέ 
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The dig site (marked in red) at Sudeley, just east of the Castle and large vǳŜŜƴΩǎ Darden 

 

 

 

Location of archaeological test pits dug at Sudeley in the target area 
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Map of Sudeley Castle today.  The main dig site (the possible Banqueting Hall) for 2021 was 250 yards 

east (to the right) of the Secret Garden (upper right).  The possible Tudor Garden was perhaps 500 yards 

by 500 yards, to the right of the Secret Garden aƴŘ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ  

 

 

Percy the Peacock shows his on-going interest in archaeology ς he has shown up to examine the 
trenches each time the team has dug at Sudeley.  In additional to several peacocks, Sudeley Castle has a 

world-class collection of rare and multi-colored pheasants from all over the world, and has been 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǊŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƘŜŀǎŀƴǘΦ  bƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ 

tent, cars and two Port-a-Potties.  
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The main 2021 trench, showing the extended, possible wall of the Banqueting Hall  
ς or a large garden wall? 

 

 
 

A side view of the substantial wall that was a main focus of the 2021 excavations.  It took four person 
days to dig out this small section of the wall, exposing four courses ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 

reached yet! 
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Architectural detailed rubble found in the possible Banqueting Hall foundation wall matches the 
remaining detailed stones in the nearby, ruined Winchcombe Abbey, shown here.  This Abbey was 

intentionally destroyed by Henry VIII in the comprehensive and  
often violent dissolution of the monasteries.  

 

 

 
A painting of the Field of the Cloth of Gold event in France by an unknown artist of the British School, 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ YƛƴƎ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǇŀƭŀŎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǘŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŀ 

brick foundation, with canvas walls and roof, all painted to look like a solid structure.  It is theorized that 
this large tent/structure is similar to (but smaller than) the target structure for our Sudeley Castle 

Expedition.  The two fountains in front of the Cloth of Gold tent/structure spouted wine and beer for 
public consumption.  King Henry VIII and his party are shown on the left.  Reportedly 6000 workmen (!) 

built the palace and the other gold-colored, elaborate tents (shown in the right background).  
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The Banqueting Hall at Hampton Court built by Henry VIII, showing that not all such Halls were elaborate  
temporary tents; this one is of course a brick building that has lasted centuries. 

 
 

  
 

The main 2021 excavation area, showing the large dirt pile created by the dig.  The Castle is not visible, 
but is about 300 yards distant, beyond the far trees. 
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Another 2021 trench yielded only dirt and a couple of minor finds, but the stratigraphy did show that 
the land was intentionally built up with thick clay soil, likely to provide walkways between  

water features in the Tudor Garden. 
 
 

 
A volunteer with her mattock and shovel, in one of the six large trenches  

excavated at Sudeley Castle in 2019. 
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Author Toulmin dressed for 45-degree F. excavation in 2021 

 
 

 
 

A young volunteer holding a musket ball, likely from battles at Sudeley during the English Civil War. 
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Christopher, age 6, a DigVentures youth day-camp participant, spotted a tiny piece of medieval pottery 
in the main trench in 2021 ς sharp eyes! 

 
 

 
An important find from 2021 ς a carved stone Tudor Rose.  But is it left over spoil from destroyed, 

nearby Winchcombe Abbey, or is it decoration on the QE I Banqueting Hall? 
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Sandstone roof tiles found during the 2021 excavations ς note the mortar on the upper right one.  If the 
massive wall found is just a wall, why does a wall need roof tiles?  And why use weak, short-lasting but 

heavy sandstone in a major structure?  Mysteries to be solved, perhaps in 2022?  
 

 
 

Volunteers digging at Sudeley  
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ER meets EC:  a notional bed made of a steel frame and boxwood hedges, in the garden of Sudeley 
Castle, commemorates the fact that Queen Elizabeth I visited Sudeley three times.  The Flag 

commemorates the search for her royal Banqueting Hall at Sudeley. 
 

 
 

Lew Toulmin and Flag # 212 at the main trench in 2021 
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Annex C 

Draft Genealogical Article 

 
Draft of an Article to be Submitted to the Deep South Genealogical Quarterly, 

and/or to be published as a report by the Mobile Genealogical Society 

 

From Mobile to Queen Elizabeth I  
and her Missing Banqueting Hall 

 
by  

Llewellyn M. Toulmin, PhD, FRGS 

 

This article describes two genealogical lines to Queen Elizabeth I, and an archaeological 

expedition to find her missing Banqueting Hall.  

In a previous article in the DSGQ, I laid out a genealogical line from the present Toulmin/Duggar 

clan of Mobile, Alabama up through Lt. Col. Thomas Ligon, immigrant to early Virginia from 

Madresfield Court, England.  Further proofs have been developed from Col. Ligon up to King 

John of England and beyond.   

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ L ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΣ άLǎ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎŜ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ ƻǊ 

cousin-ǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ vǳŜŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ LΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘǎΚέ  ¢ƘŜ 

ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎΣ ά¸Ŝǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǎΗέ  In other words, there are at least two cousinship relations that 

can be traced (and doubtless there are more).  Since Elizabeth had no children, there are no 

lineal descents available, but there may be cousinship lines (yet to be discovered) that are 

closer than the two presented here.   

Through the Ligons to King Edward I and Down to Queen Elizabeth I 

I will discuss first the more distant connection, since it overlaps very substantially with the line 

from my previous DSGQ articles.  Those articles proved a line from my family up to Lt. Col. 

Thomas Ligon, thence up through other Ligons, to the families of Berkeley, de Mowbray, Fitz 

Alan, de Bohun, and the Plantagenet Kings Edward I, his father Henry III, and his father John.   

From King Edward I in this line there is a descent down to Queen Elizabeth I, as follows: 

Generation 1: King Edward I (1239-1307) married and had a son by Eleanor of Castile (1241-

1290), namely King Edward II (1284-1327).  
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Proofs: https://wiki2.org/en/English_monarchs_family_tree#Houses_of_Lancaster_and_York; 

Mike Ashley, The Mammoth Book of British Kings & Queens (New York: Carrol and Graf, 1998) 

pp. 587-647; Dunfermline Abbey, Chart of the Kings and Queens of Britain from Fergus Mur and 

Eggbert down to Prince William and Prince Henry (Dunfermline: Dunfermline Abbey, n.d.); 

Roderick W. Stuart, Royalty for Commoners (Baltimore: GPC, 2002), Line 1; 

https://www.britroyals.com/royals.asp#elizabeth1; Frederick Lewis Weis, Ancestral Roots of 60 

Colonists (Baltimore: GPC, 1969) Line 1. 

Generation 2: King Edward II married and had a son by Isabella of France (c. 1295-1358), 

namely King Edward III (1312-1377). 

Proofs: wiki2.org, ibid.; Ashley, ibid.; Dunfermline Abbey, ibid.; Stuart, ibid.; britroyals.com, 

ibid.; Weis, ibid. 

Generation 3: Edward III married and had a son by Philippa of Hainault (1314-1369), namely 

John of Gaunt, 1st Duke of Lancaster (1340-1399). (John of Gaunt is a nexus of many descents 

and ascents from the present and upwards to medieval aristocrats, saints, kings and queens.) 

Proofs: wiki2.org, op. cit.; Ashley, op. cit.; Dunfermline Abbey, op. cit.; Stuart, op. cit.; 

britroyals.com, op. cit.; Weis, op. cit. 

Generation 4: John of Gaunt had a son by Katherine Swynford Roet (1350-1403) (whom he later 

married), namely John Beaufort, 1st Earl of Somerset (1373-1410). (The ά.ŜŀǳŦƻǊǘέ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ 

derived from a former French possession of John of Gaunt.  John and his three siblings with that 

surname were legitimized by royal and papal decrees.) 

Proofs: wiki2.org, op. cit.; Ashley, op. cit.; Dunfermline Abbey, op. cit.; britroyals.com, op. cit.; 

Weis, op. cit. and line 234. 

Generation 5: John Beaufort married and had a son by Margaret Holland (1385-1439), namely 

John Beaufort, 1st Duke of Somerset (1403-1444). 

Proofs: wiki2.org, op. cit.; Ashley, op. cit.; Dunfermline Abbey, op. cit.; britroyals.com, op. cit. 

Generation 6: John Beaufort, 1st Duke, married and had a daughter by Margaret Beauchamp of 

Bletso (1405-1482), namely Margaret Beaufort, Countess of Richmond and Derby (1441-1509). 

Proofs: wiki2.org, op. cit.; Ashley, op. cit.; Dunfermline Abbey, op. cit.; britroyals.com, op. cit.; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Beauchamp_of_Bletso. 

Generation 7: Margaret Beaufort married and had a son by Edmund Tudor, 1st Earl of Richmond 

(1430-1456), namely, Henry Tudor, King Henry VII of England (1457-1509).  (She married 

Edmond when he was 24 and she was only 12.  She quickly became pregnant, and he died in 

captivity of the plague, so that she was a 7-month pregnant widow at the age of 13.  The birth 

of her son was so difficult, because of her small size and young age, that she never gave birth 

again.) 

https://wiki2.org/en/English_monarchs_family_tree#Houses_of_Lancaster_and_York
https://www.britroyals.com/royals.asp#elizabeth1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Beauchamp_of_Bletso
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Proofs: wiki2.org, op. cit.; Ashley, op. cit.; Dunfermline Abbey, op. cit.; britroyals.com, op. cit.; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Margaret_Beaufort. 

Generation 8: King Henry VII, first monarch of the House of Tudor, married and had a son by 

Elizabeth of York (1466-1503), namely King Henry VIII (1491-1547).  Henry VII was the last King 

of England to seize the throne on the field of battle, defeating King Richard III at the Battle of 

Bosworth Field.  Both Henry and Elizabeth of York were great-great-grandchildren of John of 

Gaunt, and hence were third cousins.  Their marriage united the previously warring Houses of 

York and Lancaster. 

Proofs: wiki2.org, op. cit.; Ashley, op. cit.; Dunfermline Abbey, op. cit.; britroyals.com, op. cit.; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VII_of_England. 

Generation 9: King Henry VIII married and had a daughter by Queen Anne Boleyn (1501-1536), 

namely Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) (Generation 10). 

Proofs: wiki2.org, op. cit.; Ashley, op. cit.; Dunfermline Abbey, op. cit.; britroyals.com, op. cit. 

Since there are 10 generations from Elizabeth up to Edward I, and 25 generations from me (and 

other Ligon descendants in my generation) up to Edward I, then Queen Elizabeth I is my 10th 

cousin 15 times removed. 

Through the Ligons and Dennis Family to John of Gaunt and Down to Queen Elizabeth I 

A somewhat closer cousin relationship is as follows: 

Gen. 11: Lt. Col. Thomas Ligon (previously proven: pp) 

Gen. 12: Thomas Ligon and Elizabeth Pratt (pp) 

Gen. 13: Thomas Lygon and Frances Dennis (pp) 

Gen. 14: Eleanor Dennis and Sheriff William Lygon (pp).  Eleanor Dennis was the daughter of: 

Gen 15: Sir William Dennis (1470-1533) married Anne Berkeley in about 1508. (pp) (William 
attended the Field of the Cloth of Gold in June 1520, one of seven knights from Gloucestershire 
to attend.)  
 
Proofs: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Denys; Frederick Lewis Weis, Ancestral Roots of 
60 Colonists (Baltimore: GPC, 1969) line 209; Frederick Lewis Weis, Magna Charta Sureties 1215 
(Baltimore: GPC, 2009) line 66; Gary Boyd Roberts, The Royal Descents of 500 Immigrants 
(Baltimore: GPC, 1993) p. 204; William D. Ligon, Jr., The Ligon Family and Connections (Hartford, 
CT: Bond Press, 1947) pp. 45, 205.  
 
Gen. 16: Sir Walter Dennis (1434-1505) married Agnes Danvers (c. 1445τb. 1500).   
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Margaret_Beaufort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VII_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Denys
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Proofs: Gary Boyd Roberts, ibid; Douglas Richardson, Plantagenet Ancestry (Baltimore: GPC, 
2004) pp. 263-4; Wikipedia, ibid.  
 
Gen. 17: Morris Dennis (1408-1503) married Katherine Stradling (1410-1437).  

Proofs: Roberts, op. cit., Richardson, ibid., p. 636.  

Gen. 18:  Sir Edward Stradling (c. 1389-1453) married Joan Beaufort (b. 1391). 

Proofs: Roberts, op. cit.; Weis, op. cit., Line 234. 

Gen. 19: Cardinal Henry Beaufort, (c. 1375-1447), Bishop of Lincoln and of Winchester, had an 

affair and illegitimate daughter (Joan Beaufort) with Lady Alice fitz Alan (1373-1415).  Alice was 

the wife of John Cherleton, 4th Baron Cherleton of Arundel Castle, and hence she held the title 

of Baroness Cherleton. 

Proofs:  Weis, op. cit., Line 234; wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_FitzAlan,_Baroness_Cherleton. 

Gen. 20: John of Gaunt had an affair and illegitimate son (Henry Beaufort) with Katherine 

Swynford Roet, and later married her. Henry and three siblings (including John Beaufort, 

mentioned earlier) were later declared legitimate by royal and papal decrees.  

John of Gaunt was a close friend and patron of Geoffrey Chaucer.  John of Gaunt was a Knight 

of the Garter, and was also for a time the Duke of Lancaster, Duke of Aquitaine, more-or-less 

the King of Castile and Leon, the head of the English government, and the richest and most 

unpopular man in Britain! 

Proofs: Weis, op. cit., Line 234; Weis, Magna Charta Sureties, op. cit., line 161; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Beaufort; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Gaunt. 

From John of Gaunt down to Elizabeth I there are seven generations as laid out and proven 

earlier (generations 4 through 11 above).    

Under this approach, Queen Elizabeth I is my 10th cousin 10 times removed, a closer 

relationship.  

Both of the lines above appear to be quite solid, although the illegitimate parentage of Joan 

Beaufort (in the second relationship above) is alleged by various sources but is not absolutely 

proven.    

vǳŜŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ Missing Banqueting Hall 

This genealogical analysis was prompted by and part of an expedition to find and excavate a 

missing, temporary but magnificent Banqueting Hall of Queen Elizabeth I.  

In the summer of 1592, Queen Elizabeth I and her retinue arrived at Sudeley Castle, hosted by   

Giles Brydges, 3rd Baron Chandos, owner of the Castle.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_FitzAlan,_Baroness_Cherleton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Beaufort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Gaunt
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The highlight of the royal visit to Sudeley Castle was an epic three-day party, probably one of 

the largest and most expensive in British history.  The party was held in a temporary Banqueting 

Hall.  Historians have only recently come to understand the importance of these temporary 

structures in Tudor politics, wealth accumulation and distribution, and royal and aristocratic 

public relations.     

There is no historical description available of the Sudeley banqueting hall, but there is a 

description of a likely similar temporary banqueting structure built at Whitehall in London in 

мрумΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ǳŎ ŘΩ!ƭŜƴŎƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻƻƪ 

375 laborers 3 weeks and 3 days to build (i.e., about 8000-9000 person-days).  It was 332 feet 

long, held up by 30 masts, made of canvas painted to look like stone, and the ceiling was 

painted with stars, clouds and sunbeams to look like the sky.  The inside was decorated with 

άнфн Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΧŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΧƎŀǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŀƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƎƻǳƭŘΧŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǇƻƳŜƎŀǊƴŜǘǘǎΣ ƻǊǊƴƎŜǎΣ ǇƻƳǇƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻǿŎǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ƎǊŀǇŜǎΣ ŎŀǊŜǘǘŜǎΣ ǇŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜΦέ όǎƛŎύ 

Temporary structures like this were meant to impress the common folk, convey the divine right 

of kings to rule, and allowed the monarch to slowly progress around the kingdom.  They played 

a major role in the famous 1520 event The Field of the Cloth of Gold, which took place near 

Calais, at the meeting between Henry VIII and Francis I, King of France.  (The name refers to the 

beautiful gold tents used by many participants.)  But because of their temporary nature, 

relatively little hard information on them is available via historical documents, paintings or 

archaeology.  Hence an excavation could yield important and interesting new information on 

this important historical topic.  

Historians and experts at Sudeley wanted to find the site of the banqueting hall, but had no 

success until they noticed a lumpy, unused field east of the Castle.  

In 2018 DigVentures, a non-profit, crowd-funded, American/British archaeological organization, 

was asked to look into the mystery.  Test pits in the lumpy field revealed possible foundations 

for the Banqueting Hall, likely located in a rare missing Tudor Garden from the Elizabethan 

period.  Further work was undertaken in 2019 which yielded more promising results, but no 

conclusive proof.   

In October 2021 I was fortunate to join the DigVentures team, carrying the Flag of The Explorers 

Club, to investigate further.   

The following findings were made during the expedition: 

¶ The layout of a classic Tudor Garden was largely confirmed, with small beds and mazes near the 

house, with further garden beds extending outwards, with a circular walkway, an inner bank, 

and a centerpiece circular water feature, likely a fountain fed by a well.  The Garden appears to 

have been built in two phases, the first in the 1540s, with an extension in the 1570s.  The garden 

may have also contained water features, such as serpentine ponds, separated by a raised 

walkway.   The apparent overall size is massive, perhaps 500 by 500 yards, or even larger.  (The 

exact dimensions have not yet been established.)  
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¶ A raised earth and clay platform was found, likely consistent with the construction and 

foundations of a temporary but substantial banqueting hall.  Architectural fragments consistent 

with a high-status building were documented.  The possible hall was in the northeast corner of 

the Tudor Garden. 

¶ A substantial dry-stone wall, about 2.5 feet wide and at least 30 meters long, appears to be a 

possible foundation for the Banqueting Hall ς although further digging and analysis is needed.  

Beside the wall was a collapsed jumble of large and small stone, some of them with carving, 

which may indicate an upper story, a tower or monument, or other structure, as yet unclear. 

¶ A large number of fragments of glass, pottery, clay objects, metal objects and stone were found. 

¶ Leaded glass possibly consistent with a banqueting hall window was documented. 

¶ Malvernian wheel-thrown pottery was located and was dateable to the 1350 to 1600 period. 

¶ Possible evidence of Elizabethan feasting was found, in the form of the remains of cattle, 

mutton, goose, pork, marine mollusks, a galliform bird ς possibly a pheasant ς and a conger eel. 

¶ A possible earlier, Anglo-Saxon manor house under the Garden was tentatively identified. 

It was a pleasure and an honor to dig for the remains of one of the greatest parties in England, 

put on by the royal command of my Cousin Elizabeth! 

Insert pics 

*****  

Lew Toulmin is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and a Fellow of The Explorers Club 

(www.explorers.org).  He has worked in 30 foreign countries and traveled to 145.  He was the 

head of two heritage/lineage societies (The Hereditary Order of the Descendants of the 

Loyalists and Patriots of the American Revolution, and the Hereditary Order of the Families of 

the Presidents and First Ladies of America), and member of 40+ others.  He previously 

published in DSGQ on a line from the Toulmin/Duggar clan back to the founders of Mobile, 

Pensacola and New Orleans.   

  

http://www.explorers.org/
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Annex D 
Two Genealogical Descents Related to the Expedition 

 

A Line from the Author to Lady Frances Clinton, Wife of 3rd Baron Chandos of Sudeley Castle 

 

The three-page chart below shows the relationship of the author, Lew Toulmin, to Lady Frances Clinton, 

1553-1623.  She was the wife of Giles Brydges, 3rd Baron Chandos (1548-1594) of Sudeley Castle.  The 

relationship, up through the Ligons, is that Lew is the 5th cousin 13 times removed of Lady Frances 

Clinton of Sudeley Castle.  

 

Lady Clinton was the daughter of Edward Clinton, 1st Earl of Lincoln, and his second wife Ursula 

Stourton.  According to Joan Goldsmithôs unpublished PhD dissertation All the Queenôs Women, Frances 

and her husband separated during the 1590s and she died at Woburn Abbey, the home of her daughter 

Catherine, Countess of Bedford.  Lady Clinton and the 3rd Baron Chandos had four children in all, of 

which only two daughters survived to adulthood.  
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A Line from Susan Toulmin to Lady Frances Clinton,  
Wife of 3rd Baron Chandos of Sudeley Castle 

 

The three-page ŎƘŀǊǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ {ǳǎŀƴ Elizabeth Little 

Toulmin, to Lady Frances Clinton, 1550-1623, of Sudeley Castle.  The relationship, also up 

through the Ligons, is that Susan is the 5th cousin 12 times removed of Frances Clinton.  

 

 


