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Introduction
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Flag Photos

Author Lew Toulmin with Flag # 212 in front of the restored Montpelier mansion of President James
Madison and his wife Dolléyayhe Madison, site of this archaeological expedition.



Author Lew Toulmimolding an archaeological trowel afdag # 212and the
logo of the Excavating Montpelier Expedition

Author Lew Toulmin with Flag #212 and the Madison Home Farm area in the background. The
02 S NE &binekravatiorsiteis under the tall bare tree in the center left distance, and the Burn Site
isjust out of frame to the right. The red flags mark hits from a metal detecting survey, showing a
possible barn or other buildindikely from he late 1700sto be investigated.



Author Lew Toulmin (right) and Mark Dorfman, another volunteer,
SEOIFI @I GAYy3 | dadzoreine |G GKS . dzNy {AGSo
crisp vertical sides and flat floor of the ugiexcellent work!

Author Lew Toulmin with Flagb#A2'12‘,' President Madison, and Ddlley Madison. President Madison is
reading one of the 1,450 books he studied in preparation for presenting his ideaskitshe
Constitutional Conventiogi KA & S| N}y SR KA Y Tl KK SG N RtyS (2T déi G120/



Constitutional scholar Lew T'oulmin'Whispers in the ear of President Madigplicatingone of the
finer points of constitutional drafting. Dolley Madison looks on approvingly.

Background

The site of Montpelier platation is on rolling land in Orange County, Virginia, al#@miles northwest

of centralRichmond. Geologically, the site is in the Taylorsville Basin, which formed in the Upper
Triassic period, between 230 and 201 million years ade fertile soiln this area averages about 100
feet deep, and hence is one of the most productive agricultural areas in the East.

Montpelieristhe lifelong home of James Madison, the "Father of the Constitution” and fourth President
of the United States The 500&cre property (now reduced to 2700 acres) belongeflve generations

of the Madison familyor over 120 yeardrom 1723 to 1844 Inmostof those years the plantation was
worked by up to 10@r moreenslaved persons, supervised by a seoiesverseers, mostly free whites

but a few enslaved black men.

It wasthose overseers, especially the black men and their families, and their living and working

conditions, thatwere an importantfocus of the 2021archaeologicadnd historicakffort. There is

hardlyany documentation on this topic, so the archaeological remains under the grouradkae

sourceof information. The other focuswasthé | 2 YS CI NXY¢ | NBF 2F GKS LX Fydl
mysteriousd . d8\td& Yy SI NJ (G KS + A athirde 2dgd@ssion8nd th&SsNBoundirig arddere

excavated during th&pedition



TheMadisonfamily received a land pateffior the plantationin 1723, and nine years latdre family
construced and occufed Mt. Pleasant, a compound about a half mile from the current main

Montpelier mansion. There is no surface trace left of Mt. Pleasant, only archaeological remnants below
the surface, which have been partially excavataad there are no surface remainstbé tobacco and
blacksmithing operations that were the economic foundation of the Madison family and their

plantation

The current large mansiqisee photosn the Annexedelow) began when its core was built by President
James Madison's father in abouf@0. President Madison, born in 1751, married Dolley Payne Todd in
1794, and began a substantiadditionalphase of building which eventually resulted in theautiful
largemansionthat exists today. After NB & A R S y (isecanld Rrédsi@lehtjaldainthe couple

returned to Montpelier in 181,Avhere their legendary hospitality kept them in touch with world affairs.
After President Madison died in 1836, Dolley sold the plantatiatBi#dto help pay her substantial
debts,and moved taa townhouse orLdayette Squaraear the White Hous@ Washington, DC.

After 1844, Montpelier passed througlevendifferent hands until it was sold to the DuPont family in

1901, who in 1983 passed it on to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the present owners. The
Trust hadssued dongterm managementeaseto The Montpelier Foundatigra nonprofit

organization

President James Madison is one of our most important yet least recognized early Presidents. His
drafting of the US Constitution laid the foundation for our democracy, which endures to this day partly
because of his genius in creating three branches of gorem which provide checks and balances

each other. As such, his background, family life, income, sources of wealth and living conditions are of
great historical interest.

hyS 2F GKS YIFI22N) a2dz2NOSa 2F (KS aloRhsiakgAfEdnYAf & Qa
Americans, estimated to number up to 100 at various times. These people worked in two major
enterprises, first, agriculture, mainly tobacco farming, and second, industréé blacksmithing and
iron-working.

The tobacco farming anather agricultural operations were largely under the management of President

al RA&42yQa 3INIYRY2(GKSNJ RdzZNAYy 3 YdzOK 2F KSNI fAFSGAYS
who in turn controlled the dayo-day activities of the agricultural slaveBresident Madison eventually

inherited and controlled both the tobacco and blacksmithing operations.

P'YF2NIdzyt 6Stex t NBaAaARSY( al RAcasdlgablatter® 8ctumBnsR I yia Ay
maps, journals, account books and other items refgtio him and his family and ancestors that

NEYFAYSR Fid a2y iLISt ASNE (2 LINGGoRdBINDD. Matth&v Redvish O O8 ¢
of the Montpelier Foundationijt is quite possible that the two room#ull of plantation papers were

burned beause the later owners were worried about the impending Civil War, the possible abolition of

slavery, and the talk that reparations might be demanded for enslaved peoples. If there were no

records of how much work was done or who did it, then reparatioaald be difficult if not impossible

¢Kdza (GKS 2yfe& YIFI22NI NBYIFIAYAYy3 &a2dz2NOS 2F AYyF2NXIGA
mother) and plantation life, an{ireryimportantly) the life and circumstances of the Montpelier

enslaved populationis the archaeology of the site.



While work has been done previously by the Montpelier Archaeology Department on the tobacco

farming, and previously unknown tobacco structures have been located, only partial work has been

R2YyS Ay (KS a dardaSMeial3i&Recth@eBdsbrieShatz test (BEPsand limited

excavations have taken plagea Phase 1 archaeological investigationt more workhadto be done to

truly understand the lives, living conditions, cultural artifacts, diets, and mwgrkonditions of the

overseers and their families. Montpelier is especially interesting because it appears from very limited
NEO2NRa GKIFG Fo2dzi Go2 2F aSOSYy 20SNESSNE RdzNAy 3
men. Very little research at dmtpelier or anywhere in America has been done on enslaved black

overseers, and hence very little is known about their lived experience.

Smilarly, very little concrete is known about the life and conditions of white overseers orbatitem
Southern platations, except from references to them in letters and journals. Only one book, by Laura
R. Sandy (cited below), attempts to tackle this topic, and it is limited by a lack of concrete detailed
examples.

| SYyOS G(GKS 2@SNESSNDa owdtla fiskd®ithan@ apaigastindir&cel® humaar OK A &
activity, provides a location for studying a lithk@eown part of plantation life.

Another major area of interest is the large,-86re Home Farm area. Through recent metal detecting it
hasbecom&®f SI NJ G KI G GKA& FNBIF ySIFENI GKS +AaAiridiz2Nna / Sy
for several reasons:

T ¢KS a1 2YS CIFEN¥Yé¢ Aa OFftftSR GKAA 0SOldzaS AG 41l &
2PSNBRSSNRAa OFoAy i YXKSBG GMWISENI lyyR(I ATl M 42 T Kd&S
districts) within the large 500@cre plantation. It is only in the last 24 months that metal
detecting has shown the surprising extent of structures withingheviously unknowtome
Farm.

1 By understanding th history, economics and sequencing of the Home Farm, a good picture of
the overall plantation and itproducts andnventories can be built ug a major goal of the
Montpelier Archaeologybepartment.

9 Iltisin a field that has bedargelyuntouched with little or no plowng, since the 1850s, and
hence is archaeologically pristine.

1 It had a number of structures all related to the work being done on the plantation, and while
there is much literature now on slave quarters and enslaved peoples living conditions across the
Souh, there is much less information daheir working conditions and economic contributions.

1 While some structures have been tentatively identified, such as barns, a @shep and a
blacksmithing area, there are three odd depressiand a burned areahich have not yet been
identified and which need investigation.

¢KS FNBIF A& Fftaz2 2F AyiSNBad airyOSz AT NBO2yailNHzO
rebuilt Home Farmif a Williamsburgstyle reconstruction and visitors area is everatesl.

Montpelier as a Leader in Recognizing the Role of Enslaved Peoples

Montpelier has been a leader in recognizing the key role played by slaves in building and maintaining the
plantation, its structures and economy. Montpelier was the site of the first National Summit on
Teaching Slavery, and resulted in the first, hista€it8 Rubric for Engaging Descendant Communities,
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sponsored by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The Montpelier Foundation has been
following through on this Rubric, which lays out guidelines for engaging descendant enslaved
communities, teachmg of slavery, and designing of historic sites to ensure that the difficult presentation
of material about slavery is accurate and comprehensive. The Rubric also contaimating scheme

for assessing the quality of research, collaboration, trangparend accessibility of a historic
presentation or program.

The Foundation is further pursuing this engagement approach by transitioning its Board of Directors to

include fifty percent representation by enslaved descendgradirst among relevant histic sites and

museums in the USThis process was recently finalizedJime2021. Gene Hickok, board chair of The
a2yliLIStASNI C2dzy RFGA2Y > al AR -0us VegrSehgageménewith thieK S a A G S
Montpelier descendants community, amaore recently, a deliberate, yedmng process by the board to

achieve organizational and structural parity, which reflects the complete history of this specific place

'y R 1 YSNR Ol Halled by Hickékkag 4 h&wbric decision, it is a first forrdu8eums and

historic sites that are former places of enslavement, Montpelier said in a statement.

Furthermore the Foundatioris in the process of signirgMemorandum of Agreement with the

Montpelier Descendants Committee (MDC, who represent the deta@s of the enslaved persons on

the plantation and in the area) to ensure consultation and cooperation in all aspects of running the
Foundation. The Committee has just received a grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation
to establish a mder plan for an Arc of Enslaved Communities Project, focused on research,
archaeology, interpretation and promotion of enslaved sites in Virginia.

Turning to biography and genealogfthe enslavedthe Montpelier Foundation has created The
Naming Projectan innovative effort to name and find biographical and historical information on the
enslaved persons who worked on the plantation. This project has identified the names of over 250
enslaved persons, and developed short biographies for 40+ persons. Elowres effort hasot
publishedproofs to high genealogical standards of a descent from a Montpelier slave(s) down to the
present.

Relevant Previous Work

Surprisingly, a substantial amount has already been learned about Montpelier plantation lifg large
through archaeological investigations, supplemented by some genealogical and historical analysis and
courthouse and other legal records. Major findings to date include:

1 Frances Taylor Madison, the grandmother of James Madison, Jr. (the PresigehgtIMt. Pleasant
her entire life, even when her small house there became unsafe and almost uninhabitable. When
she died, that house was intentionally burned and destroyed, as revealed by archaeology showing
that the house had been stripped of all possins before being burned and pushed down. The
grandmother dominated the plantation for many years, after her husband died rather young under
mysterious circumstances. Courthouse records show that three slaves were convicted of murdering
herhusband (8 3INJ YRFI GKSNJ 2F GKS t NBaARSyiduv o0& aLRea?z
gl a y20 YdZNRSNE odzi | yFddz2NFt LRAa2y O6a6KAGS ayl
LX FydFrdAz2ys €SFRAY3I (2 aYAf R &A0NyKSava der y QoRdf /AR



One of the three slaves, Pompey, was hung and the other two received 29 lashes each. All three
may well have been innocent.

1 President Madison almost certainly did not grow up at Mount Pleasantaagreviously thought.
Archaeological dating evidence shows that he likely grew up at a small plantation house near the
site of the current Montpelier mansion (which was built later) with his parents. That small house
was later transformed into an outdoor kitchen when the mairrrent Montpelier mansion was
built.

T t NBAARSY( alRA&A2YQa LI NByda tAQGSR 2y GKS &l YS L
(Frances Taylor Madison), but kept a separate household, ran a separate business (she focused for
many years on tobacco growimadter her husband died of poisoning, while they focused on
blacksmithing on an industrial scale), and even kept separate books (a few of which luckily survived
the intentional burning, in an archive in another state). It appears that sometimes these two
households competed and sometimes supported each other, and they certainly did survive-and co
exist for many years. Thus Madison, a principal author of the Constitution, may have been
influenced in devising his separate branches of the Federal governmedms linique early family
and plantation life.

1 According taViontpelier staff dThe first physical clue to the overs&@house being near the
Madison Family Cemetery came in the late 19¥d®en a well settled, opening a hole in the ground.
Workers on the estate filled it, and later informed archaeologists about its presence. In the late
1980s, archaeologists opened a few units in the area of the well, and located a concentration of
artifacts dating between the 1796k840s, indicating the presence of the site and the potential of
the overseershouse siteg

9 Historical research into land records held at the county courthouse revealed the presence of an
1844 plat attached to sales records, evhDolley Madison sold Montpelier to the Moncure family,
0KdzaA SYRAY3 MHn @SIENBR 2F alRA&A2Y 26y SNEKA LD ¢ K7
near a junction of two trails, on the Montpelier property.

1 As described above, the Home Farm area haslseirveyed via 2theter metal detector gridding
and some shovel test pits and other limited excavatjons Phase 1 approacliHowever, the entire
area needs considerably more work before a full picture of the working lives of the President
Madisoneraenslaved persons can be built up.

1 The major remaining area of the Home Farm for which there was no informaitialhis the
G. dzZNYySR ! NBlF¢ 6KSNB GKNBS YeadSNAR2dza LIAGA GAGK 2

Relevant previous publicationsid analyses on Montpelier and enslaved plantation life include the
following:

f ¢SNNE . NRO1=Z d¢KS ! NOKIS2f238 2F 9
{2dziK |, I NR 2F a2y dLIStASNE: LINBaSydsS
2016, Washington, D.C.

T ¢SNNE . NRO1Z a[9!wBayH(IsWHKSEKS RNDXKYS2fa2y (LISt A
tdzofAO IyYyR 55a0SyRIyita GKNRBAdAK LYYSNRAGS ! NOKI S+
Luze and Matthew B. Reeves at the Society for Historical Archaeology Conference, January 2016,
Washington, BC.

1 Douglas B. Chambetdurder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virgir{itlackson: University Press of
Mississippi, 2005).
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1 C.Copperstonel.abor,Statusand Power:SlaveFoodwaysat JamedMadison'sMontpelierAD1810
1836 0 a | & HesikDriversityof Arizona,2014).

T al NAI CNIyltAyZ a9yafl @SR | 2dzaSK2fR I NAFOAfAGER
International Journal of Higtical ArchaeologyPublished o#ine, 6 July 2019.

T aliidKSé6 / ® DNBSNE a4/ 2yGSEGdzrt /yAaySaz || 523 . daz
[Montpelier], Journal of the African Diaspora Archaeology and Herjtsligé 5, No. 3, Nov. 2016.

 HilaieMbp | A01 &z GQ9PBSNE CSHAS NG SDLIKUSE 9 LOAF RSYYAQGE  GIK Sa 2wy
(Montpelier, VA: The Montpelier Foundation, Digital Doorway Project, 2021, online).

9 Hilarie M. Hicks, The Naming Project (short biographies and some genealogies of ovdavédens
persons at Montpelier), (Montpelier, VA: The Montpelier Foundation, Digital Doorway Project, 2021,
online).

T TAEFNRS ad 1 A014X a¢KS al1Ay3a 2F WHYSE al RAa2y Qs
(National Council on Public History, online), feeiny 2019.

T TAEFNRS ad 1 A0142 atdzidAy3d tS2LS Ay GKS t AOGdzNF
Digital Doorway Project, April 2020, online).

T TAEFNRS ad |1 A014 daz2yidLIStASNRa 9RAOGES ! fLKIF0OSG?
Digital Dorway Project, December 2019, online).

T TAftFNARS ad |1 A014ax a/ KNRadYyla /2yFSOuAaz2yay {s6SSi
Collections, online) 1992.

1 Matthew G. HylandMontpelier: The History of a Hou@#&illiamsburg, VA: PhD dissertati®®pllege
of William and Mary) 2004.

T W2KyYy 5&® aSiT s a! NOKAGSOUGdZNBSE wl OS EmfyR n{ZZ0OAl t [/ 2
Academia.com, 2013.

1 Matthew B.ReevesA BriefHistoryof the MontpelierLandscapeaevised (Montpelier Station,VA:
Manuscript,TheMontpelier Foundation Montpelier ArchaeologyDepartment,2013).

f aliGKSg . ® wSS@Sasz a! ailAy3d GKS WwAIKGIQ vdzSalazyz
Places in Mindedited by Erve Chambers and Paul Shackel (Routledge Press, 2004).

T aldiKSg .o wSS@Sa FyR WFHYSa . I NI2yplex@ebacod Gl (A 2y 2
Barn Quarter440OR333): Excavation Seasons-2008. Report on File, Montpelier Archaeology
Department, 2005.

T tFOAGNROALF { I YT2NRZ G XSNA QORI S 2INE ZIRe/VRIFBNR O YR | €
and Mary Quarterly3 Series, Vb LIII, No. 1, January 1996).

1 LauraR.Sandy,TheOverseersf EarlyAmericanSlaverySupervisord-nslaved.abourersandthe
PlantationEnterprisg NewYork:Routledge 2020).

1 M. A Trickett,Archaeolog\Sitesat JamedMadison'sMontpelier(Montpelier Station,VA:
Manuscript,TheMontpelier Foundation Montpelier ArchaeologyDepartment,2017).

1 M. A. Trickett,Bythe HarvestMoon'sLigh: Excavation®f the FieldSlaveQuartersat the homeof
JamedMadison,2012-2013(Montpelier Station,VA:Manuscript,TheMontpelier Foundation,
Montpelier Archaeologypepartment,2014).

Regenealogyaspreviouslymentioned,the Montpelier Foundationhason boarda historian,Hilarie M.
Hicks (see the citations abov@)ho hasworkedon the substantialNamingProject,whichhas
researchedhe enslavedbersonsat Montpelier, discoveredand publishedtheir names,andattempted
to developbiographicabndfamily information. Thiseffort hasidentified over250namesand


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing

biographicainformationon 40+slavesput hasnot publishedanygenealogicatlescentdownto the
presentfor the identified enslavedpersons.

Goals of the Expedition
The goals of the Mdpelier Expeditiorand the related 2021 efforteere as follows:

1. Undertake ararchaeologicainvestigation of the area of thBlontpelier plantation suspected of
being the location othe overseers of the plantation, mostly free whites but including some black
enslaved men.

2. Investigatethe archaeological remains of tfe @ S NEdelingh add determine their livingnd
workingconditionsand the living conditions of their families

od /2ylUAyYydzS Ay@SadAardArzy 2F (GKS | 2YBNBFANGKWUBI >
three depressions of unknown origin. (This was not a focus in the original spring 2021 conception of

the effort, but was added when it became clear that thiswasla2 2 NJ ddzy | Y26y dzy1y290Y
some resources needed to be delayed in deplEyini 2 G KS 2JSNESSNDa | NBIF @0

4. Undertake genealogical researttha high standardo attempt to establish a descefs)to the
present ormnear presenfrom a known enslaved person(s) at Montpelier.

Accomplishments of the Expedition

The main archaeologicihdingsof the expedition otherrelated 2@1 efforts,and the Montpelier
historianre the overseers were as follows:

f ¢KS mynn LEFG €£20FGAy3 GKS hOSNESSNDRA | 2dzaS 6h
1 Ground penetrating radar and a detailed metal detector survey gave addit@ndence for the
location and size of the OH
1 Nails found at the OH gave an indication of the history of the structure
91 A brick floor found at the OH likely indicated that the structure was of higher status than the
typical slave quartetswhich just had beaten earth floors
1 Other indicatordound of higher status were pieces of 1830s transfer ware and six paste gems
1 A slate pencil and tablet found were likely indicators of literacy and resident by a (ahie
possibly ablack) S NB SSNDR& FI YAf &
1 Through historical research itasestablishel that there were at least seven overseais
Montpelier, of which two were blackThese were Sawney, who oversaw a tract of over 500
FONB&X FyR wlkfLK 2N ahf denionblacksiitband in éffecwbgana 2 4 S a
overseerof thisaspect of plantabn work lifg according to b Matthew Reeves.
G5FaKo2l NRa¢ 2F RSUGUIAfSR NBadzZ G6a FTNRY GKS STF2NI
writing. The completed one can be accessed at the following location:
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8ac6a04bc3e54cf78146eafbd4b3f8b9/page/page 12/?vi
ews=view 38
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8ac6a04bc3e54cf78146eafbd4b3f8b9/page/page_12/?views=view_38
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8ac6a04bc3e54cf78146eafbd4b3f8b9/page/page_12/?views=view_38

All of thedot-pointedtentative findingsaboveneed to be confirmed and expanded with considerable
additional lab work and analysi€ 2 NJ LIK2G2a 2F (GKS YI22NJ FAYRAYy3IaA Ay
below on images of thexpedition.

b2d Fft 2F (GKS LI I yYSR R Sisite vds &idke toby ihdettaken, 3hcéa 2y 2 F
delayoccurredwhile the Montpelier Descendants Committee was consulted on some of the detailed
investigationLJt | y a ® ¢ Kdza X FdzNOIKSNI Ay@SaidAaaridizy 2F (GKS 2
Sincesom&lB a2 dzZNDSa 6SNB RAGSNISR gl & TFHPonitsekeS RSO A
opened in the other ared& & LIS OA T A O|ISiet &his araSvasithiodabldfid tRe very first

small excavation on the property, in 1987, which found a layer of a white substance with bricklike clay
0St26® CNRY (i Kdhble abguls3 x B feét it Vias spemylaked that the white layer was

mortar, and the clay was lrick wall. This woulgerhapsindicate a substantial structure, perhaps a
mansion.

t !

The20219 ELISRAGA2Y dzy RSNI 221 | &t KFaS né SEOH@®E GA2Y S
pits 0 & dzy'viiefe @ug down to subsoil. This effort yieldie following results:

1 Three slopeesided, rounded outirenches were foundh a ling with a layer of ash below. The
ash layer had been mistaken for mortar in 1987.

1 Below the ash layer was not brick, but rather clay that had turned tikekoecause of long
GSNY O0d2NYyAYy3I:I gKAOK KIFIR GFANBRé GKS OftlFeé Ay @K

9 Bits of burnt wood were scattered across the unigssnumber of large nails were also foynd
likely fromaboutthe 1840s A very few domestic items were found.

1 It was thought at first that this area might laebrick clamp (a frestanding brick kiln in which a
pile of raw bricks was built with layers of wood, then the wood was fired to harden the bricks).

But no evidence of broken or exploded bricks was fouid,this theory was discarded.

1 Another theory vas the area was a lime kiln, and hence continuous burning and firing was
undertaken. But again no evidence of lime was found, so this possibilitglscdiscarded.

1 Other possibilities were contemplated, including: a laundry, chans@ing facility, &-curing
tobacco barn, cattle barn, hay storage badargewoodenK 2 dz4 S> of F O1 AYA U KQ4a &K
site, etc. However, none of these possibilities were supported by the evidence.

1 One of the few remaining possibilities was a smokeng tobacco barnin building such a
structure, clay is needed to chink the log walls and make them fairly air (smoke) tight. This
g2dzf R SELX FAY (GKS (GKNBS LMAGazr sgKAOK sSNB tA1St
The pits would then be used to build smokgéiin, to cure the tobacco with smoke and some
heat.

1 The few domestic items could be explained by the theory that enslaved persons about to be sold
{2dziKZ 2NJ RAaL)X I OSR o6& (GKS alRAazyQa aSttaiay3a 2
to this barnstructure to live in during the winter, since it would hold the heat and keep out the
cold.

All of this is somewhat speculative at this point, and likely will need to be verified by continued Phase 2
investigations or perhaps a ftdtale Phase 3 approa, in which the entire area of the structure is
excavated.
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These findingare generally in line withrevious research ancbnclusions about the viability of the
LI FyaGFrdA2y RdzNAYy3I t NSBaARSY(d al RAaz2y Qa framGhgA @S |
Presidencyas follows
T alRAaz2y 0SSt ASPHSR c¢hngludidgcdioB glawing, dsig clop rdthtigoy” 3 £
avoid destroying the soil fertility, and using clover planting to help regenerate the soil.

RYA

f  However, despite these laudable asfli (1 A 2 y 4 £ a | R Acd @oplendwasyir-s@ighitly S NN2 NJ

to grain production instead of continuing the much more profitable tobacco farming. Through
his scientific farming of grain he was likely able to increase grain production somewhat, but his
high expenses ragred substantial loans. These loans were secured by his majorcsiset
100+ slaves.

1 Madison tried to make money by transcribing his shorthand notes taken during the
deliberations of the Constitutional Convention. He was able to sell these hidiinportant
notes to the US Congress, but this sale did not nearly pay off his debts.

¢ 1'a RSoG&a o6S3ly (G2 LAES dzZJ al RA&az2y o6S3ly (2
selling them South (especially Louisiana) in the internal US slave tra@ejalypafter slave
importation from Africa was prohibited in 1808.

1 Thus we have the specter of the Father of the Constitution treating his enslaved people like

NS

OFiédidfST oNBSRAY3I GKSYX oNBF1{Ay3 dzLJ FFYAEfASEAZT |

conditions in the South.Of course this was a terrifying period for the enslaved people on the
plantation, who doubtless knew of the financial troublesd thér impending fate

9 All this came to a head when Madison died, with massive debts, and Dolleg ballalmostall
the slaves and the entire plantation, and move to Washington, DC. There her debts continued
to haunt her, and late in life her friends were lending her money just to buy food.

For imageselating tothe plantationactivities and findingsee the Annex below.

Turning to genealogy, major accomplishment of theffort was researching, asserting and proving a

line from an enslaved couple at Montpelier, John Freeman and his wife Melinda Colbert, down to very
distinguished presentlay educatos and writers. John and Melinda worked at the White House, and
they saved the only piece of furnitufa feather bedvhen the mansion was burned by the British

during the War of 1812Thissameline also extends back in time to Monticedoda parentand
grandpaents of Sally Hemings, the famous mistress of President Thomas Jefférammnthe line

extends for eleven generations, from Africa to the present, a very unusual and substi@staht

Thedraft genealogical report on this line is presented below, in an Anlaghis Flag ReportThis will
be published on Academiedu in the near future, anprovidedto appropriate libraries and genealogical
repositaies.

A rough calculation of the economic value provided to the Madison family over the period of their
ownership was developed; see the next section.
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An Economic Qaulation of the Value of Enslaved Labor Contributed

As areconomist and former labor organizer and negotiator, | was interested in trying to quantify the
effort and value of work put in by the many Madison slaves. | developed the following simple
calculations:

100 enslaved people in a typical year on Mentpelier plantation, x
10 hours per day worked = 1,000 hours per day contributed, x

300 days per year worked (assumes no work on Sunday and a few sick days) = 300,000 lyears per
contributedby the enslave workforce, x

120 years of Madison ownership = 36,000,000 hours of work contributed by the enslaved workforce
over the course of the Madison ownership, x

$15 per hour living wage in modern term$540,000,000 (more than half a billion dollars) in valure i
modern terms, delivered for fredy enslaved peopleto the Madison family

Note that the 36,000,000 hours of work shown above, if reduced to modern work years of about 2080
hours per year, would yield 17,308 persgaars of work contributed by slaves the Madison family.

These figures are substantial, but are generally in line with the findings of one of the few rigorous
attempts tocalculatethe value of slave contributions to the US economy. This was recently done by
Mark Stelzner and Sven Beckérhe Contribution of Enslaved Workers to Output and Growth in the
Antebellum United Statg¥Vashington, DC: Washington Center for Equitable Growth, 2021, Working
Paper Series). This can be foundlatps://equitablegrowth.org/workingpapers/the-contribution-of-
enslavedworkersto-output-and-growth-in-the-antebellumunited-states/

These authors foun(p. 19 that in the South Atlantic region (including Virginia), in 1839, slaves
constituted 39.8 percent of the population but contributed a massive 50 to 55 percent of the total
commodity output of the region.

The figures above do not account for the facttthanumber of slaves were very skilled, such as
blacksmiths, carpenters and farriers. These individuals, if working today, would command much more
than $15 per hour.On the other hand, it is possible that the number of enslaved persons dropped
below 100for some time before the final sale of the plantation in 1844.

Note that the figures above are gross, not net, and do not account for the room and board supplied to

GKS aftl @Sax yR 2GKSNJ 203SNKSIFR SELISyaS e h¥ O2 dzN
Go2l NRé 02y, goknanéaduil st &nd Fofne alblidvery basic foodstuffs. Slaves had to

obtain fresh vegetables and fruits by growing them in small gardens, and by hunting and trapping small

game. Enslaved people were also able sometiroeatn a little money by selling vegetables, lace, and

other homemade goods.

The gross figures developed above were reviewed by Dr. Matt Reeves of Montpelier and Carole White of
the Madison Museum, and deemed as reasonable estimates.
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Members of the Effot

Theeffort was ledMatthew Reeves, Phbhe head of theMontpelier Archaeologpepartment Terry

Brock, PhD, who had been slated to lead the effort, took another position shortly before the expedition
began.Hillarie M. Hicks was the Montpelier historian who created the Naming Project that was a partial
basis for the genealogical research undé&en as part of th@roject

The only Explorers Club member of the ExpeditionivésS I dzi K2 NE [ S¢ ¢2dzZ YAY I t K

Eightother volunteers fronthe US four Montpelier staffand four Montpelier internsvere part of the
effort.
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Annex 2
Images ofMontpelier andthe Expedition

The main Presidential mansion at Montpelier (left) and the reconstructed
house slave quarters (right), in Orange County, Virginia.

PresidentMag2 y Qa FlF YAf& GNBSI aK2¢6Ay3d KAY G GKS o620
pounds in weight, was a terrible public speaker, was sickly and in pain all his life, but e b
NBEaSFNOKSNI I YR g NRGSN®D | S LISNRERdz- RSR 52ftSe (2 YI
KSFNI o0dz2NYSR F2NJ KSNJ gAGK GKS KSIG 2F | dK2dzal yR
that Dolley could carry him piggyback anolthe dinner table; which she would do, four times!
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retired from the Presidency, they entertained an average of 20 guests (mostly powerful poljticians
every night for 20 years! Thus they kept their hand in national politics.

Arestoredinterior room in Montpelier.
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Excavation# the south lawn of the main mansion at Montpelier, with sites shown of cabins for
enslaved persons.

KS 6¢ameES ABRT GKS aedyvyo2t 2F a2ydLIStASNT ablRAZA2Y N
fight hard to abolish jtand owned slaves all his lifelnderneath the Temple is an icehouse, that the
enslaved labored mightily in the late wintey fill with ice cut from a local pond.
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Volunteers sift excavated dirt throughgaiarter-inch screen to obtain artifacts.

Local descendants receive a tour of a dig on the plantation.

20



Inside a reconstructed slave hut at Montpelier near the main mansion; the image is of an enslaved boy.
The image is made froexcavated brick bits found on the site, and the fingerprints of some of the
enslaved brickmakers are preserved on the bricks. It appears that slave cabins near the main house
were much nicer than cabins distant from the mansion, likely because the neaésywere within sight
of the mansion, the Madison family, and their guests.

WSYYyAFTSNI DfFaas +y | NOKI Sat23Arau Fa az2yidLIStASND
reconstructed in 2017 from earlier archaeological studies. The main plantatigse is in the distance.
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date is not clear, but is likely from soon after the Civil War. This cabin did not survive to the present.

Objects founcht the Montpelier slave quarters excavations near the main mansion, including
0Stfid o0dzO1fSaz LIALISas: (1Seéeasx odzidz2zya |yR
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Virginia Gazette, 17386
Ad for a runaway slave,
Anthony.

Anthony was returned twice to
Madison. When he ran away a
third time, Madison did not i
attempt to have him returned. Y

Excavation Methodology

Multiple Phases of Site Identification

* Identify Site Components

* liDAR

* Historical documents

* 20 meter Metal Detector Survey
* Identify Archaeological Sites

* 10’ Metal Detector Survey

* Shovel Test Pit Survey

* Geophysical Survey
« Identify Function and Date

* 5’5’ Test Units

Multi-phasel I LILINE | O K
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The 1844 plat attached to the deed transferridgntpelier from Dolley Madison to the Moncure family,
thus ending 120 years of Madison ownership. In that same year she sold all the remaining Montpelier
atl oSao Ly GKS OSYGSNI ySINI GKS 2dzyQliAazythe ¥ (o2
detail below.

¢tKS alYS h@dSNESSNDa |1 2dzAaS FTNRBY (KS wmynn LI IFGX NRAOG
drawing of the ground, with a recognizable triangular roof and possibly two chimneys, and the difficult
toNEII R £ SISYyR2d4EBSHHESSNRA
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detector hits (in the red squares), thus helping to pinpoint the likely location of tletsire.
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because they are recognizably differefggpending on their period of manufacture.
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activities of the enslaved workers below.
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1848-1901

Structure imageand dates on the left, and the corresponding nails shown on the right. Thus nails alone
can often tell the tale of when a structure (barn, cabin, home, etc.) was built.

NEMES

%)

0

/| £ 2&SdzLd 2 FSité K 2 NI deifIyS B dzLILIS NI NB Ol I ff@er8 2 F & lj dzl N
trenches were opened in 2021 to solve the mystery of the three depressions
and indications of continuous burning
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archaeological trencda 0 Ay C
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GKS f26SNJ OSy S
lot is in the upper left center.

Author Lew Toulmin and Flag # 212, at his unit at the Burn Site. Note the Jajstylegmull trowel,
quite different from the usual smallefiamondshaped Western trowel. But much more effective!
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the red layer belowitmid RSY G A FASR | & & cl&ydatdnk bottomnfofSaporrawypit, iredO G A G
by a longslowburning process. The string is left over from the 1987 small excavation.
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Author Lew Toulmin and Fag # 212he Field Lab at the dig site. Here finds are cleaned, dried, tagged
and prepared to be sent to the main Montpelier Archaeology Laboratory.

dzNy {AGS

g

Nails found at Burn Sitdikely from about 1840
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Complex flow chart showing the procesing that all archaeological finds at Montpelier
go through before being put into final storage.
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Annex 3
Report on aGenealogicaline from Montpelier
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An EleverGenerationAfricanrAmerican
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down through the
White House, Monticello, Montpelier
and Service in the Civil War and WW I
to the Present

by
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Silver Spring, Maryland
November2021

DRAFT
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This report has the following sections:

Introduction

Methodology

Summary chart

Potential memberships
Assertions and proofs
Information on the author.

=A =4 =4 4 -8 A

Introduction

This report traces and largely proves an elegeneration genealogical Africakmerican desent from
Africa to the present. This line of descent includes the following remarkable persons:

1 The halfsister of Sally Hemings, President Jeffe®@n YA & i NBa & @ G. N2oYyéE | SYRy
grand-daughter of arenslaved Africamwoman grandmotherob 2 i K { I ff & YR da. NRGYc
1 John Freeman, an amazing enslaved man who served in the White House, at Monticello, Montpelier,
and in the White House. He fled the burning of the White House by the British with his wife, child
and the only piece of furniture sastidrom the blaze. He gained his freedom in 1815.
1 W2 Ky Q &elindak Wh8 alsa served in Monticello and the White House, and gained her freedom in
about 1807.
1 Two black brothers who served in the Civil War in the Union Army: Lt. John Freeman Shorter and
Sergeant Charles Henry Shorter. Biotightin battles against the ConfeddaeaStates Armyand
were woundedbut survived
9 Distinguished modern descendantsdafamily members with degrees from Howard, Princeton, Yale
and Stanford universities, who served in positions such as Associate Vice President and Chief
Diversity Officer at the University of Maryland, Executive Director of a public charter school, and
program director at the Family Institute of Northwestern University.

Methodology

This genealogical report relies heavily for the first six generations on work done prevdgumsstorians
at Monticello in the Getting Word Project, aatilWl YS & a Méntpdliér yHilarie M. Hicks in The
Naming Project. The seventh through eleventh generations below reflect new research.

In the analyses below, the most important items are the proven linkages between one generation and
another, and the proven marriagiaison linkage between the asserted parents of a child. Dates and
locations of birth, death and marriage are also important, but it is understandable that in difficult
circumstances and early periods not all dates and locations may be exact or eilahlava

If a key linkage is deemed to be weak in terms of proof, thei®dHin bold type) will be inserted.

Such a note does not necessarily mean that the link did not exist, it may just mean that at present,
insufficient proof (paper trail, testimonaffidavit, DNA, etc.) has been amassed to make a confident
assertion. If ndNOTHs inserted, then the linkage and assertions are deemed to be at least reasonably
proven, and if numerous overlapping and confirming proofs are present, then the asseatidre

judged by the reader to be confirmed to a high standard of proof. The most important linkage points in
each bullet point set of evidentiary items auaderlined
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Similarly, in the chart below, if a question mapkif inserted, this means that tHank or person is not
adequately proven.

Most genealogical articles and report only cite sources briefly, and do not list all the information
provided by each source. Here, since the tracing of the links, dates, places, etc. is challenging, all the
relevant information provided by each source is shown, so that the reader can see and evaluate the
guality of the information and does not have to obtain the original sources. Biographical information
(e.g., occupation, income, religion) obtained from therees is presented here, for interest but also
because such items can also help establish proof of linkages. (For example, if John Smith is, say, a
carpenter and a Wesleyan Methodist in Recorandalso in Record B, then the chances that the two
Records pint to the same John Smith are markedly increased.)

The site for obtaining the original sources in this report is Ancestry.com, unless otherwise specified. This
source has dramatically improved in scope and depth over the last decade, but of cowbtrdyn
comprehensive. This research effort was somewhat hampered by the closure of libraries, courthouses,
Family Research Centers and various repositories during the-Cayidndemic.

This report focuses on tracing one blood line down to the presam,does not pursue or document the
descendants of all the many siblings of the main line persons. These siblings are often mentioned in the
proof items, especially US Census records, but are not further discussed except if they are of special
interest. Further research to fill out those lines is encouraged.

Abbreviations used in this report include the following:

abt. about aft. after
b. born bef. before
C. circa d. died

d.c. died circa

Summary Chart

Thechart below summarizes the assertions and proofs in the subsequent section.
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MONTICELLO TO MONTPELIER TO THE WHITE HOUSE
TO THE PRESENT, IN ELBVBRKSENERATIONS

Generation &

Persons Timeline
Locations
— Captain 1700
1. Virginia Hemings (2) Partena (?)
?
. ?
2. Monticello lohn Wales T Betty Hemings —‘ Abram (?)
3. Monticello Sally Hemings “"Brown" Hemings T Colbert (?) 1800
4. Monticello, Montpelier, John Ereeman Melinda Colbert War of 1812
White House, DC Burning of the
White House
5. District of Columbia lohn Shorter :l— Martha Freeman
6. OC Lt. John Freeman Sgt. Charles |  Sarah Eliza Civil War
Shorter Henry Shorter Anderson Service
Annetta Charles Freeman
. 1900
7.Dc M. Hare —‘7 Shorter
2. DC Rose lerdinia Ransellar Freeman
: Henley —" Shorter
9. DC Margaret Ransellar Freeman World
: sara Prather T Shorter, Jr. War Il
10. DC, VA Gary Gretchen Winston Kumea Wendylay | Robert 2000
&MD Shorter Roberts Gooden Shorter Shorter Edwards
Present
. . Time
11. DL, Kimani Roberts Adia Shani
MD & IL Shorter Gooden
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Potential Memberships

Based on the chart above and the detailbertions and proofs below, the living descendants of this
genealogical line should qualify for the following organizations:

1 The Getting Word Project of Monticelldrhis project was founded in 1993 and traces
descendants of enslaved persons whoworked & 2 Y & WSFFSNE2Yy Q& a2y A0S
https://www.monticello.org/gettingword/about/about-getting-word.
Contact:GettingWord@Monicello.org

1 Montpelier Descendants Committe€lhis organization is composed of descendants of enslaved
LISNE2Yya ¢6K2 ¢62NJ SR 2y tNBAARSYld WFHYSa alRAA2YQ
area. lItis obtaining 501(c)(3) certification and is currently negotiating a Memorandum of
Understandirg for input into The Montpelier Foundation, the organization that runs President
al RAa2y Qa a 2hipsla®htpe@dscendpn Sry/

1 Sons and Daughters of the United States Middle Passalge society is open to men and
women 18 or older whose Africalimerican ancestors were enslaved or held in indentured
servitude in colonial and anteellum years, up through December 1865. See:
https://sdusmp.org/jon/.

1 Society of the First African Families of English Amefitas organization is open to men and
women descended from a person of African descent who lived in English America before 5
March 1770, the date of the Boston Massacre and the death of Criswsks, the first Patriot
casualty of the American Revolution. Seips://sofafea.org/?page id=27.0

1 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil Waihis organization is open to men 14 years or older who
aredescended from veterans of the Civil War who fought on the Union side.
Seehttp://www.suvcw.org/?page _id=129

9 Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republithis organization is open to women 10 years deol
who are descended from honorably discharged veterans of the Union Army or from Civil War
nurses. Sedittp://suvcw.org/LGAR/Membership.html

1 Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil Wahis organization is open to female descendants
of honorably discharged soldiers or sailors who served in the Union Army. See:
https://www.duvcw.org/

1 National Society Daughters of the Uniomhis organization is open to female descendants of
honorably discharged soldiers or sailors who served in the Union Army. See:
https://www.nsdu.org/

1 National Order of the Blue and GraVhis organization is open to descendants of persons who
served he Union or the Confederacy in a military or civil capacity. I8g&i/nobg.org/
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1 Sons and Daughters of World War Il Veteraihis society is open to descendants of persons
who served in WW Il through 31 December 1946 (hdRansellear F. Shorter,,Joelow,
gualifies). See:https://www.pacifiovarmuseum.org/joirgive/societysonsdaughters

1 Guild of Colonial Artisans and Tradesmen, 16883 As discussed below, there is a possible
but currently unproven propositi (qualifying ancestor) in this line, in the person of Benjamin
Colvert/Colvard, whanay have been in this line, and was a white man and a carpenter working
on the Monticello plantation in 1778. For membership information, see:
https://quildcolonialartsandtraes.weebly.com/membership.html

Assertions and Proofs

Generation #1

Assertion: A Captain Hemings and an enslaved worpassibly named Parthena or Parthenia (dates
and places of birth of both uncertain or unknowrgd aliaison and an enslavathughter, c. 1735,
namedElizabeth (Betty) Hemings.

Proofs:

1 https://www.monticello.org/gettingword/families/colberthemingsfamily has a detailed,
multi-generational biographical description of this family. This description from Monticello.org
atiridsSa GKIFGZ &l 002 NR Asyrandsba, Madison Hémingsiiske [BettyP G G & 0 |
was descended from an Englishge&NJ RAy 3 OF LJGFAY yIFYSR | SYAy3a I
¢KS OFLIIAY aGalAtSR 0Si6SSy 9y3aftlyR YR 2AffALl
0f 22 RSR | TN Oleytdpurchasekh® chillEliZibkett (Betty) Ndimings, offering an
extraordinary price, but her owner refused to sell, whereupon the captain sailed off and never
NB (G dzZNy SR ® Ly | RdZ 6K22R a. Sdade ¢l a aGFr{1Sy a |
hada A E OKAf RNByY X§ 0FYyR KIR (4SSt @S OKAT-RNBY Ay
law of President Thomas Jefferson, and when Wales died Betty was inherited by Jefferson. This
website also shows Betty Hemings listed in a 1774 register ofsstdwdonticello. The Madison
Hemings statement comes from his statement in Bike County Republicab3 March 1873, of
Waverly, OH.

T a/FLIWFAYE | SYAy3Ta YlIe KFE@GS 0SSy W2Ky |1 SYAy3aa 2
asserted to be whaling captainSee:
https://www.moremarymatters.com/Betty%20Hemings'%20Father.htrd4#?2-5-6 The dates
for John Hemings (or Hemmings) are reported as b. 3 November 1672 ingbassire,

Cambridgeshire, son of John Martha Hemmings (Ancestry.com, England Selected Births and
Christenings), d. late in 1738 or early 1739, buried 6 January 1739, St. Giles, London, England
(Ancestry.com, London Registry of Church of England Births anthlyes). William Heming
(Hemings?) was baptized 29 October 1699 in Haselor, Warwickshire, England, with father John
Heming and mother Elizabeth Heming (from Ancestry.com, Warwickshire, England, Church of
gy 3IflFyR . lFLIiAavyaxouo
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https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/families/colbert-hemings-family
https://www.moremarymatters.com/Betty%20Hemings'%20Father.htm#2-1-7-5-6

1 Annette GordorAReed,Thoras Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy
(Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 1997) speculates that Parthena or Parthenia
was the enslaved mother &lizabeth (Betty) Hemings

NOTEThe asserted links and identifications regumnore proofs to meehighgenealogical standards.

lfa2r GKS aGoKFEEAy3a OFLIIFAyaeg | aaSNIA2y aSSya |jdsSa
the 1830s and later, although there were whalers during the 1700s and the American Revolit@n.

assertions may well be true, but additional proofs and research are desirable.

Generation 2

Assertion: Elizabeth@Betty 2 NJ ¢ He#ningslS 2785 likely in VA, d. 22 August 1807 at
Monticello, VA, and another slave Abram (01) (or an unknman) were married or had a liaison c.
1759 in VA, and haa daughter BettyBrowré | SYA Yy 3 & @

Proofs:

1 Monticello Farm Journdl773-1826 Entries for pages 5 and 15 of the 1774 section show that
Betty Hemingss the motherof_S G i & . NP éagdAbrdm@Y) Asyha father, that
G. NRBgyé ola 00 Ay mTtpdpE GKFG KSNI das@iddas | & ¢ K2
Monticello in Albemarle County, MA1774. See the following website:
https://www.moremarymatters.com/Table%201,%20Farm%20Book.htm

1 See the Monticello.org mulggenerational site, ibid.

i Finda-Grave:Betsey Hemings. 1735 in VA, d. 22 August 1807, Albemarle Co., VA; large
marker in the Monticello African AmerigdGraveyard; photo of the marker on the
Ancestry.com/Fineh-Grave website.

Biographicalnformation: One of the daughters of Elizabeth (Betty) Hemimgdohn Wales (or Wayles)

was Sally Hemings, the famous enslaledrterm concubine of President Thomadefferson.Sally
Hemings was thusthe haf A A 1 SNJ 2F . SGde da. NRgyé | SYAyIao 0{ KS
of Betty was Abram and the father of Sally was John Wales.) Sally Hemings was b. 9 February 1773 in
Charles Co. VA and d. 18850harlottesville, VA. Sadly, her burial location is unknown. See:
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8463/salihemings

NOTE.LG A& y2i0 Of SI NJ nicRhanig&r & nayhe acgiired by iBrgyigigéor lidising With
a man with the surname of Brown. Further proof items are desirahlso, the partner/husband of
Elizabeth (likely Abram) is not well established.

Generation #3

Assertion: Betty dBrowre Hemings, b. 1759 in VA, d. aft. 18ahd an unknown man, likely surnamed
Colbert,were married or had a liaison c. 1787 in VA, had a daughter, Melindéor Malinda) Colbert
and seven other children.
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Left: a reconstructedlave cabin at Monticello; right: the Monticello mansion

Proofs:

1 https://www.monticello.org/gettingword/families/colberthemingsfamily has a detailed,
multi-generational biographical description of this family. See also the family tree showing
dates and descents for three generations related to line analyzed here.

i Ths related site has a short biography of Betty Brown and gives her dates as 1759 to after 1831:
https://www.monticello.org/gettingword/people/betty-brown

1 Virginia Genealogical Society QuarteMyl. 30, No. 2: citing Charlottesville District Court, Deed
. 221 mX aidlriasSa GKFG 2y L pdp AG adrisSa GKFG amw
w20SNI | SYAy3as az2y 2F . Sade |1 SYaAy3aos¢

Biographicalnformation: ¢ g2 2F . S{iG@Qa az2ya addidhatwnd whitthyd ¢ &8a | F
sold away from Monticedl, and a daughter and a different son sought freedom in the colony of Liberia.

Aminfdo A23aNI LIKe 2F . Sdde a.conkbyliusedtiey thatb@the ageypf | y OS & i NB
twenty-three Betty had witnessed thieattle of Richmongthe battle of Yorktown General 2 N/ g £ £ A & Q
AdZNNBYRSNE YR al NIKF WSTFFSNA2YQa RSIGKO®

NOTE:An online tree by jaisfamily67 and various other trees on Ancestry.com assert that the

unknown Colbert was actually Benjamin Colvard, 1¥8@0, a white man who served in thewlution

and lived in Albemarle County. Unfortunately, no convincing proof that Colvard was Colbert is
LINSASYGSR® ¢CKAA&a alyYS FaaSNIAz2ys FyR (KS NBtlF{iSR
F2dzNJ 2F . SGdGe& . NP gy ashis oKchbinRWileyhis whitd wifeRwagiskilllalive, & K S &
also made on this sitdattp://calvertfamilygenealogy.blogspot.com/2020/06/benjmaaolvardijr-of-
albemarlecounty.html The Calvert Family DNA Project at the following site asserts that 45 of the 300+
YSYOSNE 2F GKS LINRP2SOG FINB yIYSR/ bttt PEBBMAEZIE! RS UK
FTAOS YSYOSNER 2F (GKS LINR2SOG ylIYSR a/ 2t @dFNRZ¢ Fy2i
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/calvergenealogydnarepository/surnames The following

AAGS FaasSNna dKFdG . Syel YAy [ 2t @ NRI washhploydd ByK S NB R
Joseph Neilson, Thomas Jefferson's contractor, as an apprentice carpenter/cabinet maker/joiner at

Monticello between 1778117 1T pé I yYR OGKIF 03X a5dz2NAy3 GKA&A GAYS . Syzel
2y fFyR GKIFG ¢6Fa R2ey GKS Y22dzyilAy FYyR R2FOSyid i
Neilson Account, Monticello Research Center, Alb#en@ounty, VA. See:
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https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Colvard65d | 26 SHSNE (KS az2yidAO0Stt2 aDSi
hNFf | AaG2NE t NP2SOG adl dSa G KIlixichildrénb&ring thel KSNJ K| &
surname of Colbert, who were children of Betty Brown. &#es://www.monticello.org/getting
word/families/colberthemingsfamily. Hence degite assertions and some evidence, the case is not yet
convincingly proven. More research, and especially investigation of the DNA evidence from the Calvert
project, is warranted. If carpenter Benjamin Colvard/Colbert could be established as the father o

Melinda Colbert, then her descendants could qualify for membership in the Guild of Colonial Artisans

and Tradesmen, 160¥783.

Generation #

Assertion: Melinda(or Malinda) Colber(?), b.c. 1787 in VA, d. September 1859 in DC; on 24 March
1818 in DC mrried John Freeman, b. c. 1781 in VA, d. bef. 29 November 1839, and they had a daughter
al NOKI 02NJ dgalNEEéoO ! @ CNBSYlIyo®

Proofs:

1 Compiled Marriages in Washington, 38hn Freemaand Malinda Colbertmarried 24 March
1818 in DC.
1 Monticello website orColbert/Hemings, ibid.
9 Certificate of Freedom: 1831 DC document states Malinda Freemaiis a free woman and
the mother ofMartha Freemanabt. 16, John Freeman, abt. 14, and four other children. See
Appendix 1.
1 Washington, DC Wills and Probate Recoddén Freemanwill probated 10 August 1839 in DC,
ROPODP mMyodd LYF3S 2F gAff LINBASYGSRT 3IAPSa adz2
Ll2adaSaarzya AyOfdzRAYy3I || K2dzaST YR YSyilAizya KA
f  US 1840 Census for Melinda Freemanst2 gy | a GaFNBS LISNE2Yy 2F 02f 2N
Benjamin Freeman, also a free person of color).
M US 1850 Census for DMalinda Freeman63, mulatto female, b.c. 1787 in VA, resident of
Washington Ward 1, DC, value of owned real estate: $800, cannoarehdrite; in household
with: Martha Shortgshould beShorte)), 34, mulatto female, b. in Ddohn Short¢Shortep, 35,
mulatto male, b. in DC; Mary Shorts (Shorter), 10, black ferdale ShortéShortel, 8, black
male; Charles Shorts (Shorter), GdN male; Ann Shorts (Shorter), 4, black female; Martha
Shorts (Shorter), 11/12, black female; and Ellen Freeman, 21, black female; all of the children b.
in DC.
1 Federal Census Mortality Schedulédalinda Freemanblack female, widowed, b.c. 1787 in VA,
d. September 1859 in Ward 1, Washington, DC of inflammation of the bowels, after 26 days of
illness, at age 72.

Biographicalnformation: Asdescribed in the Montpelier Naming Project (se#&os://digitaldoorway.
montpelier.org/2021/03/23/the-namingproject-john-freeman/ for details), John Freeman had a
remarkable life Thigncluded working while enslaved in the White House and at Monticello for
President Thomas Jefferson; being sold to President James Madidavorking for him at the White
House and Montpelietaving to flee the White House with his wifghild and the only furniture item (a
feather bed) that was saved from burning by the British; and being freed in the District of Columbia in
1815 at age 34His wife Melinda also worked at Monticello and in the White House and was freed in
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about 1807.This biographical information is also supported by Elizabeth Dowling TAy#aye in the

White House: Paul Jennings and the MadisbtsS ¢ | 2 NJ| ¥ Griffitl, 2012), WwhdIStates that

GF FGSNI Wdzf @ mymp W2Ky CNBSYlLY gFa I FNBS YIyI 62N
preparing to set up a household of his own. In 1816 he and an associate, John Shorter, purchased a
remarkable assortment of guis...(John Shorter had been a stable hand in the Jefferson White House

who stayed on fooccasionab Y LI 2@ YSYy (i dzyRSNJ all RA&A2Yy d0 ¢ 14 &aSSy
{K2NISNJ g1 &4 YdzOK Y2NB (KIYK&II¥FSOARE OAREE Taywrda W2 Ky
LJdzof AaKSa |y F002dzyi o6& tlrtdzZ WSyyAy3da 2F (GKS 0 dzNY
were running in every direction. John Freeman (the colored butler) drove off in the coachee with his

wife, child, and servant, also edther bed lashed on behind the coachee, which was all the furniture

al SR SEOSLI LINI 2F GKS aAfOSNIFYR GKS L2 NINFAG

Left: a slave cabin at Montpelier; right: the mansion at Montpelier

The burning of the Whitélouse

Generation %

Assertionza F NI Kl o60daal NEédéUO ! @ CNBSYlIYy>S 6000® mymc Ay 5/ %
1815 in DCql. bef. 1887, likely in D@nd had sons John Freeman Shorter and Charles Henry Shorter.
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