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Introduction 

The Excavating Montpelier Flag Expedition took place in September/October 2021 at President James 

aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ  ¢Ƙis Flag Report has the following sections: 

¶ Flag Photos 

¶ Background 

¶ Montpelier as a Leader in Recognizing the Role of Enslaved Peoples 

¶ Relevant Previous Work 

¶ Goals of the Expedition 

¶ Accomplishments of the Expedition 

¶ An Economic Calculation of the Value of Enslaved Labor Contributed  

¶ Members of the Effort. 

Annexes: 

1. Maps of the aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΩǎ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

2. Images of Montpelier and the Expedition 

3. Report on a Genealogical Line from Montpelier 

4. An Unproven Side Line 

5. A Song Celebrating the Heming/Freeman/Shorter Family  

6. Flag 212 Award Letter 

7. History of Flag 212 

8. Lifetime List of Toulmin Expeditions. 

 

Flag Photos 
                                                                          

 

Author Lew Toulmin with Flag # 212 in front of the restored Montpelier mansion of President James 

Madison and his wife Dolley Payne Madison, site of this archaeological expedition. 
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Author Lew Toulmin holding an archaeological trowel and Flag # 212, and the  
logo of the Excavating Montpelier Expedition 

 

                                                              
Author Lew Toulmin with Flag #212 and the Madison Home Farm area in the background.  The 

OǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ Cabin excavation site is under the tall bare tree in the center left distance, and the Burn Site 
is just out of frame to the right.  The red flags mark hits from a metal detecting survey, showing a 

possible barn or other building, likely from the late 1700s, to be investigated.   
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Author Lew Toulmin (right) and Mark Dorfman, another volunteer,  

ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ άǳƴƛǘέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊƴ {ƛǘŜΦ  Note the  
crisp vertical sides and flat floor of the unit ς excellent work! 

 
 

 

   
Author Lew Toulmin with Flag # 212, President Madison, and Dolley Madison.  President Madison is 

reading one of the 1,450 books he studied in preparation for presenting his ideas at the First 
Constitutional Convention ς ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦέ 
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Constitutional scholar Lew Toulmin whispers in the ear of President Madison, explicating one of the 

finer points of constitutional drafting.  Dolley Madison looks on approvingly.  
            
 

Background 

The site of Montpelier plantation is on rolling land in Orange County, Virginia, about 40 miles northwest 

of central Richmond.  Geologically, the site is in the Taylorsville Basin, which formed in the Upper 

Triassic period, between 230 and 201 million years ago.  The fertile soil in this area averages about 100 

feet deep, and hence is one of the most productive agricultural areas in the East.  

Montpelier is the lifelong home of James Madison, the "Father of the Constitution" and fourth President 

of the United States.  The 5000-acre property (now reduced to 2700 acres) belonged to five generations 

of the Madison family for over 120 years, from 1723 to 1844.  In most of those years the plantation was 

worked by up to 100 or more enslaved persons, supervised by a series of overseers, mostly free whites 

but a few enslaved black men.   

It was those overseers, especially the black men and their families, and their living and working 

conditions, that were an important focus of the 2021 archaeological and historical effort.  There is 

hardly any documentation on this topic, so the archaeological remains under the ground are a key 

source of information.  The other focus was the άIƻƳŜ CŀǊƳέ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 

mysterious ά.ǳǊƴ Siteέ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ three depressions and the surrounding area were 

excavated during the Expedition. 
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The Madison family received a land patent for the plantation in 1723, and nine years later the family 

constructed and occupied Mt. Pleasant, a compound about a half mile from the current main 

Montpelier mansion.  There is no surface trace left of Mt. Pleasant, only archaeological remnants below 

the surface, which have been partially excavated; and there are no surface remains of the tobacco and 

blacksmithing operations that were the economic foundation of the Madison family and their 

plantation.  

The current large mansion (see photos in the Annexes below) began when its core was built by President 

James Madison's father in about 1760.  President Madison, born in 1751, married Dolley Payne Todd in 

1794, and began a substantial, additional phase of building which eventually resulted in the beautiful 

large mansion that exists today.  After tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ second presidential term, the couple 

returned to Montpelier in 1817, where their legendary hospitality kept them in touch with world affairs.  

After President Madison died in 1836, Dolley sold the plantation in 1844 to help pay her substantial 

debts, and moved to a townhouse on Lafayette Square near the White House in Washington, DC.  

After 1844, Montpelier passed through seven different hands, until it was sold to the DuPont family in 

1901, who in 1983 passed it on to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the present owners.  The 

Trust has issued a long-term management lease to The Montpelier Foundation, a non-profit 

organization.  

President James Madison is one of our most important yet least recognized early Presidents.  His 

drafting of the US Constitution laid the foundation for our democracy, which endures to this day partly 

because of his genius in creating three branches of government which provide checks and balances on 

each other.  As such, his background, family life, income, sources of wealth and living conditions are of 

great historical interest.   

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ of enslaved African-

Americans, estimated to number up to 100 at various times.  These people worked in two major 

enterprises, first, agriculture, mainly tobacco farming, and second, industrial-scale blacksmithing and 

iron-working.   

The tobacco farming and other agricultural operations were largely under the management of President 

aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊόǎύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

who in turn controlled the day-to-day activities of the agricultural slaves.  President Madison eventually 

inherited and controlled both the tobacco and blacksmithing operations.  

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōǳǊƴŜŘ or sold all letters, documents, 

maps, journals, account books and other items relating to him and his family and ancestors that 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛǾŀŎȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ.  According to Dr. Matthew Reeves 

of the Montpelier Foundation, it is quite possible that the two rooms-full of plantation papers were 

burned because the later owners were worried about the impending Civil War, the possible abolition of 

slavery, and the talk that reparations might be demanded for enslaved peoples.  If there were no 

records of how much work was done or who did it, then reparations would be difficult if not impossible.  

¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƭƭŜȅ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ όŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

mother) and plantation life, and (very importantly) the life and circumstances of the Montpelier 

enslaved population, is the archaeology of the site.   
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While work has been done previously by the Montpelier Archaeology Department on the tobacco 

farming, and previously unknown tobacco structures have been located, only partial work has been 

ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩs area.  Metal detecting and some shovel test pits (STPs) and limited 

excavations have taken place in a Phase 1 archaeological investigation, but more work had to be done to 

truly understand the lives, living conditions, cultural artifacts, diets, and working conditions of the 

overseers and their families.  Montpelier is especially interesting because it appears from very limited 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ōƭŀŎƪ 

men.  Very little research at Montpelier or anywhere in America has been done on enslaved black 

overseers, and hence very little is known about their lived experience.   

Similarly, very little concrete is known about the life and conditions of white overseers on ante-bellum 

Southern plantations, except from references to them in letters and journals.  Only one book, by Laura 

R. Sandy (cited below), attempts to tackle this topic, and it is limited by a lack of concrete detailed 

examples. 

IŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴow just a field with no above-ground trace of human 

activity, provides a location for studying a little-known part of plantation life.  

Another major area of interest is the large, 50-acre Home Farm area.  Through recent metal detecting it 

has become ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

for several reasons: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ άIƻƳŜ CŀǊƳέ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ Ŏŀōƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΤ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦŀǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ άŦŀǊƳǎέ όƻǊ 

districts) within the large 5000-acre plantation.  It is only in the last 24 months that metal 

detecting has shown the surprising extent of structures within the previously unknown Home 

Farm.  

¶ By understanding the history, economics and sequencing of the Home Farm, a good picture of 

the overall plantation and its products and inventories can be built up ς a major goal of the 

Montpelier Archaeology Department. 

¶ It is in a field that has been largely untouched, with little or no plowing, since the 1850s, and 

hence is archaeologically pristine. 

¶ It had a number of structures all related to the work being done on the plantation, and while 

there is much literature now on slave quarters and enslaved peoples living conditions across the 

South, there is much less information on their working conditions and economic contributions.  

¶ While some structures have been tentatively identified, such as barns, a farrierΩs shop and a 

blacksmithing area, there are three odd depressions and a burned area which have not yet been 

identified and which need investigation.  

¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜΣ ƛŦ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƴŜǿΣ 

rebuilt Home Farm, if a Williamsburg-style reconstruction and visitors area is ever created.   

Montpelier as a Leader in Recognizing the Role of Enslaved Peoples 

Montpelier has been a leader in recognizing the key role played by slaves in building and maintaining the 

plantation, its structures and economy.  Montpelier was the site of the first National Summit on 

Teaching Slavery, and resulted in the first, historic 2018 Rubric for Engaging Descendant Communities, 
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sponsored by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  The Montpelier Foundation has been 

following through on this Rubric, which lays out guidelines for engaging descendant enslaved 

communities, teaching of slavery, and designing of historic sites to ensure that the difficult presentation 

of material about slavery is accurate and comprehensive.  The Rubric also contains a 0-4 rating scheme 

for assessing the quality of research, collaboration, transparency and accessibility of a historic 

presentation or program.   

The Foundation is further pursuing this engagement approach by transitioning its Board of Directors to 

include fifty percent representation by enslaved descendants ς a first among relevant historic sites and 

museums in the US.  This process was recently finalized, in June 2021.  Gene Hickok, board chair of The 

aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎŀƛŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ŎŀǇǎ άŀ ну-plus years engagement with the 

Montpelier descendants community, and more recently, a deliberate, year-long process by the board to 

achieve organizational and structural parity, which reflects the complete history of this specific place 

ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦέ  Hailed by Hickok as a historic decision, it is a first for U.S. museums and 

historic sites that are former places of enslavement, Montpelier said in a statement.  

Furthermore, the Foundation is in the process of signing a Memorandum of Agreement with the 

Montpelier Descendants Committee (MDC, who represent the descendants of the enslaved persons on 

the plantation and in the area) to ensure consultation and cooperation in all aspects of running the 

Foundation.   The Committee has just received a grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation 

to establish a master plan for an Arc of Enslaved Communities Project, focused on research, 

archaeology, interpretation and promotion of enslaved sites in Virginia. 

Turning to biography and genealogy of the enslaved, the Montpelier Foundation has created The 

Naming Project, an innovative effort to name and find biographical and historical information on the 

enslaved persons who worked on the plantation.  This project has identified the names of over 250 

enslaved persons, and developed short biographies for 40+ persons. However, this effort has not 

published proofs to high genealogical standards of a descent from a Montpelier slave(s) down to the 

present.   

Relevant Previous Work 

Surprisingly, a substantial amount has already been learned about Montpelier plantation life largely 

through archaeological investigations, supplemented by some genealogical and historical analysis and 

courthouse and other legal records.  Major findings to date include:    

¶ Frances Taylor Madison, the grandmother of James Madison, Jr. (the President) lived at Mt. Pleasant 

her entire life, even when her small house there became unsafe and almost uninhabitable.  When 

she died, that house was intentionally burned and destroyed, as revealed by archaeology showing 

that the house had been stripped of all possessions before being burned and pushed down.  The 

grandmother dominated the plantation for many years, after her husband died rather young under 

mysterious circumstances.  Courthouse records show that three slaves were convicted of murdering 

her husband (thŜ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύ ōȅ άǇƻȅǎƻƴƛƴƎΣέ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ όάǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƴŀƪŜǊƻƻǘέ ƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘύ ƛƴƎŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ Ŏƻǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άƳƛƭƪ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎΦέ  ό¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦύ  
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One of the three slaves, Pompey, was hung and the other two received 29 lashes each.  All three 

may well have been innocent. 

¶ President Madison almost certainly did not grow up at Mount Pleasant, as was previously thought.  

Archaeological dating evidence shows that he likely grew up at a small plantation house near the 

site of the current Montpelier mansion (which was built later) with his parents.  That small house 

was later transformed into an outdoor kitchen when the main, current Montpelier mansion was 

built.   

¶ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

(Frances Taylor Madison), but kept a separate household, ran a separate business (she focused for 

many years on tobacco growing after her husband died of poisoning, while they focused on 

blacksmithing on an industrial scale), and even kept separate books (a few of which luckily survived 

the intentional burning, in an archive in another state).  It appears that sometimes these two 

households competed and sometimes supported each other, and they certainly did survive and co-

exist for many years.  Thus Madison, a principal author of the Constitution, may have been 

influenced in devising his separate branches of the Federal government by his unique early family 

and plantation life.  

¶ According to Montpelier staff, άThe first physical clue to the overseerΩs house being near the 

Madison Family Cemetery came in the late 1970s, when a well settled, opening a hole in the ground. 

Workers on the estate filled it, and later informed archaeologists about its presence. In the late 

1980s, archaeologists opened a few units in the area of the well, and located a concentration of 

artifacts dating between the 1790s-1840s, indicating the presence of the site and the potential of 

the overseersΩ house site.έ   

¶ Historical research into land records held at the county courthouse revealed the presence of an 

1844 plat attached to sales records, when Dolley Madison sold Montpelier to the Moncure family, 

ǘƘǳǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ мнл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŀƴ άhǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜέ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 

near a junction of two trails, on the Montpelier property.  

¶ As described above, the Home Farm area has been surveyed via 20-meter metal detector gridding 

and some shovel test pits and other limited excavations, in a Phase 1 approach.  However, the entire 

area needs considerably more work before a full picture of the working lives of the President 

Madison-era enslaved persons can be built up. 

¶ The major remaining area of the Home Farm for which there was no information at all is the 

ά.ǳǊƴŜŘ !ǊŜŀέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ Ǉƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ   

Relevant previous publications and analyses on Montpelier and enslaved plantation life include the 

following: 

¶ ¢ŜǊǊȅ .ǊƻŎƪΣ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ 9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ [ŀōƻǊΥ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ {ǇŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

{ƻǳǘƘ ¸ŀǊŘ ƻŦ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

2016, Washington, D.C.  

¶ ¢ŜǊǊȅ .ǊƻŎƪΣ ά[9!wbƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΥ 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

tǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ LƳƳŜǊǎƛǾŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘ tΦ 

Luze and Matthew B. Reeves at the Society for Historical Archaeology Conference, January 2016, 

Washington, D.C.  

¶ Douglas B. Chambers, Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia (Jackson: University Press of 

Mississippi, 2005). 
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¶ C. Copperstone, Labor, Status and Power: Slave Foodways at James Madison's Montpelier AD 1810-

1836. όaŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ Thesis, University of Arizona, 2014). 

¶ aŀǊƛŀ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΣ ά9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ±ŀǊƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ [ŀōƻǊ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣέ 

International Journal of Historical Archaeology, Published on-line, 6 July 2019. 

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ /Φ DǊŜŜǊΣ ά/ƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ /ŀƴƛƴŜǎΣ ŀ 5ƻƎ .ǳǊƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ [ƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŀ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ 

[Montpelier], Journal of the African Diaspora Archaeology and Heritage, Vol. 5, No. 3, Nov. 2016. 

¶ Hilarie MΦ IƛŎƪǎΣ άΩ9ǾŜǊȅ CŜǾŜǊ DƛǾŜǎ !ƭŀǊƳΣΩέ ǘƘŜ мунл-нм ¢ȅǇƘǳǎ 9ǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ŀǘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊέ 

(Montpelier, VA: The Montpelier Foundation, Digital Doorway Project, 2021, online). 

¶ Hilarie M. Hicks, The Naming Project (short biographies and some genealogies of over 40 enslaved 

persons at Montpelier), (Montpelier, VA: The Montpelier Foundation, Digital Doorway Project, 2021, 

online). 

¶ IƛƭŀǊƛŜ aΦ IƛŎƪǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΩǎ ΨaŜǊŜ 5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǳǊΣΩέ 

(National Council on Public History, online), February 2019. 

¶ IƛƭŀǊƛŜ aΦ IƛŎƪǎΣ άtǳǘǘƛƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜΣέ όaƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ±!Υ ¢ƘŜ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

Digital Doorway Project, April 2020, online). 

¶ IƛƭŀǊƛŜ aΦ IƛŎƪǎΣ άaƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΩǎ 9ŘƛōƭŜ !ƭǇƘŀōŜǘΣέ όaƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ±!Υ ¢ƘŜ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

Digital Doorway Project, December 2019, online). 

¶ IƛƭŀǊƛŜ aΦ IƛŎƪǎΣ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΥ {ǿŜŜǘ ¢ǊŜŀǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢Ǌȅƻƴ tŀƭŀŎŜΣέ όbƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ 

Collections, online) 1992. 

¶ Matthew G. Hyland, Montpelier: The History of a House (Williamsburg, VA: PhD dissertation, College 

of William and Mary) 2004. 

¶ WƻƘƴ 5Φ aŜǘȊΣ ά!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ wŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ {ƭŀǾŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣ мтфл-муслΣέ 

Academia.com, 2013. 

¶ Matthew B. Reeves, A Brief History of the Montpelier Landscape-revised, (Montpelier Station, VA: 

Manuscript, The Montpelier Foundation, Montpelier Archaeology Department, 2013). 

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎΣ ά!ǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨwƛƎƘǘΩ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ 

Places in Mind, edited by Erve Chambers and Paul Shackel (Routledge Press, 2004).  

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ .ŀǊǘƻƴΣ ά9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ CƛŜƭŘ {ƭŀǾŜ /ƻƳplex (Tobacco 
Barn Quarter44OR333): Excavation Seasons 2004-2005. Report on File, Montpelier Archaeology 
Department, 2005.  

¶ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ {ŀƳŦƻǊŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣέ The William 
and Mary Quarterly (3rd Series, Vol. LIII, No. 1, January 1996). 

¶ Laura R. Sandy, The Overseers of Early American Slavery: Supervisors, Enslaved Labourers, and the 

Plantation Enterprise (New York: Routledge, 2020).  

¶ M. A. Trickett, Archaeology Sites at James Madison's Montpelier (Montpelier Station, VA: 

Manuscript, The Montpelier Foundation, Montpelier Archaeology Department, 2017). 

¶ M. A. Trickett,  By the Harvest Moon's Light: Excavations of the Field Slave Quarters at the home of 

James Madison, 2012-2013 (Montpelier Station, VA: Manuscript, The Montpelier Foundation, 

Montpelier Archaeology Department, 2014). 

Re genealogy as previously mentioned, the Montpelier Foundation has on board a historian, Hilarie M. 

Hicks (see the citations above), who has worked on the substantial Naming Project, which has 

researched the enslaved persons at Montpelier, discovered and published their names, and attempted 

to develop biographical and family information.  This effort has identified over 250 names and 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
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biographical information on 40+ slaves, but has not published any genealogical descents down to the 

present for the identified enslaved persons.   

Goals of the Expedition 

The goals of the Montpelier Expedition and the related 2021 efforts were as follows: 

1. Undertake an archaeological investigation of the area of the Montpelier plantation suspected of 

being the location of the overseers of the plantation, mostly free whites but including some black 

enslaved men.   

2. Investigate the archaeological remains of the ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊǎΩ dwellings; and determine their living and 

working conditions and the living conditions of their families.   

оΦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ CŀǊƳ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳǊƴŜŘ !ǊŜŀέ ǿƛǘƘ 

three depressions of unknown origin.  (This was not a focus in the original spring 2021 conception of 

the effort, but was added when it became clear that this was a ƳŀƧƻǊ άǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

some resources needed to be delayed in deployinƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦύ 

4. Undertake genealogical research to a high standard, to attempt to establish a descent(s) to the 

present or near present from a known enslaved person(s) at Montpelier.   

Accomplishments of the Expedition 

The main archaeological findings of the expedition, other related 2021 efforts, and the Montpelier 

historian re the overseers were as follows: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ мупп Ǉƭŀǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ όhIύ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ 

¶ Ground penetrating radar and a detailed metal detector survey gave additional evidence for the 

location and size of the OH 

¶ Nails found at the OH gave an indication of the history of the structure 

¶ A brick floor found at the OH likely indicated that the structure was of higher status than the 

typical slave quarters, which just had beaten earth floors 

¶ Other indicators found of higher status were pieces of 1830s transfer ware and six paste gems 

¶ A slate pencil and tablet found were likely indicators of literacy and resident by a white (and 

possibly a black) ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

¶ Through historical research, it was established that there were at least seven overseers at 

Montpelier, of which two were black.  These were Sawney, who oversaw a tract of over 500 

ŀŎǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ wŀƭǇƘ ƻǊ άhƭŘ wŀƭǇƘΦέ  !ƭǎƻΣ aƻǎŜǎ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ senior blacksmith and in effect was an 

overseer of this aspect of plantation work life, according to Dr. Matthew Reeves. 

ά5ŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘǎέ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

writing.  The completed one can be accessed at the following location:  

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8ac6a04bc3e54cf78146eafbd4b3f8b9/page/page_12/?vi

ews=view_38 

 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8ac6a04bc3e54cf78146eafbd4b3f8b9/page/page_12/?views=view_38
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8ac6a04bc3e54cf78146eafbd4b3f8b9/page/page_12/?views=view_38


11 
 

All of the dot-pointed tentative findings above need to be confirmed and expanded with considerable 

additional lab work and analysis.  CƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴŜȄ 

below on images of the expedition. 

bƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩs site was able to be undertaken, since a 

delay occurred while the Montpelier Descendants Committee was consulted on some of the detailed 

investigation ǇƭŀƴǎΦ  ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ нлннΦ  

Since some ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ test units were 

opened in the other areasΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳǊƴŜŘ Site.έ  This area was the location of the very first 

small excavation on the property, in 1987, which found a layer of a white substance with bricklike clay 

ōŜƭƻǿΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ άǳƴƛǘέ ς a hole about 3 x 3 feet -- it was speculated that the white layer was 

mortar, and the clay was a brick wall.  This would perhaps indicate a substantial structure, perhaps a 

mansion.   

The 2021 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘƻƻƪ ŀ άtƘŀǎŜ нέ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ р Ȅ 5-foot 

pits όάǳƴƛǘǎέύ were dug down to subsoil.  This effort yielded the following results: 

¶ Three sloped-sided, rounded out trenches were found in a line, with a layer of ash below.  The 

ash layer had been mistaken for mortar in 1987.   

¶ Below the ash layer was not brick, but rather clay that had turned brick-like because of long- 

ǘŜǊƳ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ άŦƛǊŜŘέ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƪƛƭƴ ǿƻǳƭŘΦ 

¶ Bits of burnt wood were scattered across the units.  A number of large nails were also found, 

likely from about the 1840s.  A very few domestic items were found.    

¶ It was thought at first that this area might be a brick clamp (a free-standing brick kiln in which a 

pile of raw bricks was built with layers of wood, then the wood was fired to harden the bricks).  

But no evidence of broken or exploded bricks was found.  So, this theory was discarded.  

¶ Another theory was the area was a lime kiln, and hence continuous burning and firing was 

undertaken.  But again no evidence of lime was found, so this possibility was also discarded.  

¶ Other possibilities were contemplated, including: a laundry, charcoal-making facility, air-curing 

tobacco barn, cattle barn, hay storage barn, large wooden ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǎƘƻǇΣ ǘŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

site, etc.  However, none of these possibilities were supported by the evidence. 

¶ One of the few remaining possibilities was a smoke-curing tobacco barn.  In building such a 

structure, clay is needed to chink the log walls and make them fairly air (smoke) tight.  This 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇƛǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ άōƻǊǊƻǿ Ǉƛǘǎέ ǘƻ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ Ŏƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ  

The pits would then be used to build smoky fires in, to cure the tobacco with smoke and some 

heat.  

¶ The few domestic items could be explained by the theory that enslaved persons about to be sold 

{ƻǳǘƘΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŘŜōǘǎΣ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ 

to this barn structure to live in during the winter, since it would hold the heat and keep out the 

cold.   

All of this is somewhat speculative at this point, and likely will need to be verified by continued Phase 2 

investigations or perhaps a full-scale Phase 3 approach, in which the entire area of the structure is 

excavated.  
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These findings are generally in line with previous research and conclusions about the viability of the 

Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ from the 

Presidency, as follows: 

¶ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ άǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎέ ς including contour plowing, using crop rotation to 

avoid destroying the soil fertility, and using clover planting to help regenerate the soil.   

¶ However, despite these laudable aspiǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜǊǊƻǊ or problem was in switching 

to grain production instead of continuing the much more profitable tobacco farming.  Through 

his scientific farming of grain he was likely able to increase grain production somewhat, but his 

high expenses required substantial loans.  These loans were secured by his major asset ς his 

100+ slaves.   

¶ Madison tried to make money by transcribing his shorthand notes taken during the 

deliberations of the Constitutional Convention.  He was able to sell these historically important 

notes to the US Congress, but this sale did not nearly pay off his debts.  

¶ !ǎ ŘŜōǘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǇƛƭŜ ǳǇΣ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ άōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎέ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭȅ 

selling them South (especially Louisiana) in the internal US slave trade, especially after slave 

importation from Africa was prohibited in 1808.  

¶ Thus we have the specter of the Father of the Constitution treating his enslaved people like 

ŎŀǘǘƭŜΣ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ άŘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊέ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜ 

conditions in the South.   Of course this was a terrifying period for the enslaved people on the 

plantation, who doubtless knew of the financial troubles, and their impending fate.  

¶ All this came to a head when Madison died, with massive debts, and Dolley had to sell almost all 

the slaves and the entire plantation, and move to Washington, DC.  There her debts continued 

to haunt her, and late in life her friends were lending her money just to buy food.   

For images relating to the plantation activities and findings, see the Annex below.  

Turning to genealogy, a major accomplishment of the effort was researching, asserting and proving a 

line from an enslaved couple at Montpelier, John Freeman and his wife Melinda Colbert, down to very 

distinguished present-day educators and writers.  John and Melinda worked at the White House, and 

they saved the only piece of furniture (a feather bed) when the mansion was burned by the British 

during the War of 1812.  This same line also extends back in time to Monticello and a  parent and 

grandparents of Sally Hemings, the famous mistress of President Thomas Jefferson.  Thus the line 

extends for eleven generations, from Africa to the present, a very unusual and substantial descent.  

 

The draft genealogical report on this line is presented below, in an Annex to this Flag Report.  This will 

be published on Academia.edu in the near future, and provided to appropriate libraries and genealogical 

repositories. 

A rough calculation of the economic value provided to the Madison family over the period of their 

ownership was developed; see the next section.  
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An Economic Calculation of the Value of Enslaved Labor Contributed 

As an economist and former labor organizer and negotiator, I was interested in trying to quantify the 

effort and value of work put in by the many Madison slaves.  I developed the following simple 

calculations: 

100 enslaved people in a typical year on the Montpelier plantation, x 

10 hours per day worked = 1,000 hours per day contributed, x 

300 days per year worked (assumes no work on Sunday and a few sick days) = 300,000 hours per year 

contributed by the enslaved workforce, x 

120 years of Madison ownership = 36,000,000 hours of work contributed by the enslaved workforce 

over the course of the Madison ownership, x 

$15 per hour living wage in modern terms = $540,000,000 (more than half a billion dollars) in value in 

modern terms, delivered for free by enslaved people, to the Madison family.  

Note that the 36,000,000 hours of work shown above, if reduced to modern work years of about 2080 

hours per year, would yield 17,308 person-years of work contributed by slaves to the Madison family.   

These figures are substantial, but are generally in line with the findings of one of the few rigorous 

attempts to calculate the value of slave contributions to the US economy.  This was recently done by 

Mark Stelzner and Sven Beckert, The Contribution of Enslaved Workers to Output and Growth in the 

Antebellum United States (Washington, DC: Washington Center for Equitable Growth, 2021, Working 

Paper Series).  This can be found at:  https://equitablegrowth.org/working-papers/the-contribution-of-

enslaved-workers-to-output-and-growth-in-the-antebellum-united-states/ 

These authors found (p. 19) that in the South Atlantic region (including Virginia), in 1839, slaves 

constituted 39.8 percent of the population but contributed a massive 50 to 55 percent of the total 

commodity output of the region.   

The figures above do not account for the fact that a number of slaves were very skilled, such as 

blacksmiths, carpenters and farriers.  These individuals, if working today, would command much more 

than $15 per hour.  On the other hand, it is possible that the number of enslaved persons dropped 

below 100 for some time before the final sale of the plantation in 1844. 

Note that the figures above are gross, not net, and do not account for the room and board supplied to 

ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ άǊƻƻƳέ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ Ŏŀōƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ the 

άōƻŀǊŘέ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǳǊ, corn meal and salt and some other very basic foodstuffs.  Slaves had to 

obtain fresh vegetables and fruits by growing them in small gardens, and by hunting and trapping small 

game.  Enslaved people were also able sometimes to earn a little money by selling vegetables, lace, and 

other home-made goods.  

The gross figures developed above were reviewed by Dr. Matt Reeves of Montpelier and Carole White of 

the Madison Museum, and deemed as reasonable estimates.  

 

https://equitablegrowth.org/working-papers/the-contribution-of-enslaved-workers-to-output-and-growth-in-the-antebellum-united-states/
https://equitablegrowth.org/working-papers/the-contribution-of-enslaved-workers-to-output-and-growth-in-the-antebellum-united-states/
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Members of the Effort 

The effort was led Matthew Reeves, PhD, the head of the Montpelier Archaeology Department.  Terry 

Brock, PhD, who had been slated to lead the effort, took another position shortly before the expedition 

began. Hillarie M. Hicks was the Montpelier historian who created the Naming Project that was a partial 

basis for the genealogical research undertaken as part of the project. 

The only Explorers Club member of the Expedition was ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ [Ŝǿ ¢ƻǳƭƳƛƴΣ tƘ5Σ CwD{Σ Cb ΩлпΦ 

Eight other volunteers from the US, four Montpelier staff, and four Montpelier interns were part of the 

effort.  
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Annex 1 

Maps of MƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΩǎ Location 

 

 
Map showing Montpelier, with Richmond to the SE and Charlottesville to the SW 

 

 

Local area of Montpelier, showing the current Mansion (the red dot), the ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ Center                                      
and President aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ gravesite 
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Annex 2 

Images of Montpelier and the Expedition 

 
The main Presidential mansion at Montpelier (left) and the reconstructed  

house slave quarters (right), in Orange County, Virginia.   
 

 
President MadisƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŜŜΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ  aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ рΩоέ ǘŀƭƭΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ фу 

pounds in weight, was a terrible public speaker, was sickly and in pain all his life, but was a brilliant 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΦ  IŜ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ 5ƻƭƭŜȅ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ƘƛƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƘƛǎ 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǎǳƴǎΦέ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 

that Dolley could carry him piggyback around the dinner table; which she would do, four times! 
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WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƭƭŜȅ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΣ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ tƻǿŜǊ /ƻǳǇƭŜέ ς portraits hanging at Montpelier.  After he 
retired from the Presidency, they entertained an average of 20 guests (mostly powerful politicians) 

every night for 20 years!  Thus they kept their hand in national politics.  

 

 
A restored interior room in Montpelier. 
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Excavations in the south lawn of the main mansion at Montpelier, with sites shown of cabins for 

enslaved persons. 

 

 
¢ƘŜ ά¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Libertyέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΤ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

fight hard to abolish it, and owned slaves all his life.  Underneath the Temple is an icehouse, that the 

enslaved labored mightily in the late winter to fill with ice cut from a local pond.  
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! ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άŘƛǊǘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅέ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ 

 

 
{ǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊƴ {ƛǘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀ άǳƴƛǘΦέ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭŀǘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǎǇ ǿŀƭƭǎΦ 
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Volunteers sift excavated dirt through a quarter-inch screen to obtain artifacts. 

 

 

 

 

 
Local descendants receive a tour of a dig on the plantation. 
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Inside a reconstructed slave hut at Montpelier near the main mansion; the image is of an enslaved boy.  

The image is made from excavated brick bits found on the site, and the fingerprints of some of the 
enslaved brickmakers are preserved on the bricks.  It appears that slave cabins near the main house 

were much nicer than cabins distant from the mansion, likely because the nearby ones were within sight 
of the mansion, the Madison family, and their guests. 

 

 

 
WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ DƭŀǎǎΣ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŀǘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ 

reconstructed in 2017 from earlier archaeological studies.  The main plantation house is in the distance. 
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tƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ Ŏŀōƛƴ ŀǘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƳŀƴǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΩǎ 
date is not clear, but is likely from soon after the Civil War.  This cabin did not survive to the present.   

 

 
Objects found at the Montpelier slave quarters excavations near the main mansion, including 

ōŜƭǘ ōǳŎƪƭŜǎΣ ǇƛǇŜǎΣ ƪŜȅǎΣ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ WŜǿΩǎ ƘŀǊǇΦ 
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Multi-phased ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ 
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The 1844 plat attached to the deed transferring Montpelier from Dolley Madison to the Moncure family, 
thus ending 120 years of Madison ownership.  In that same year she sold all the remaining Montpelier 
ǎƭŀǾŜǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ǊŜŀŘŀōƭŜ άhǾŜǊǎŜŜǊǎ IƻǳǎŜΦέ  {ŜŜ the 

detail below. 

 

 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мупп ǇƭŀǘΣ ǊƻǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ 
drawing of the ground, with a recognizable triangular roof and possibly two chimneys, and the difficult-

to-ǊŜŀŘ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ άhǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦέ  
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DǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŀŘŀǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ 

 

 

 
¢ƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ мл ŦŜŜǘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ 
detector hits (in the red squares), thus helping to pinpoint the likely location of the structure.  
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! ƳŜǘŀƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ 

 
 

 
Metal detector and nail hits on a 10-foot grid, ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ 

 
 



27 
 

 
! ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ƴŀƛƭ ŦƻǳƴŘ Ǿƛŀ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ Ǿƛŀ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ǘŜǎǘ Ǉƛǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ   

 
 

 
bŀƛƭǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘŜǎǘ ŘƛǾƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ǘŜǎǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ  bŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 

because they are recognizably different depending on their period of manufacture. 
 
 
 



28 
 

 
9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

 
 
 

 
муолǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǿŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ 
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!ǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ 

 
 

 
{ƛȄ ǇŀǎǘŜ ƎŜƳǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
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Slate pencil and ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

 

 
¢ƘŜ άŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ǘŜǎǘ Ǉƛǘ ό{¢tύ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ǎƛǘŜ 
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±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ Ŏƻǳld literally 
άƻǾŜǊǎŜŜέ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ IƻƳŜ CŀǊƳ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘŦǳƭ ŜȅŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

activities of the enslaved workers below.  
 

 

 
/ŜǊŀƳƛŎǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ Ŏŀōƛƴ ǎƛǘŜ 
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Structure images and dates on the left, and the corresponding nails shown on the right.  Thus nails alone 

can often tell the tale of when a structure (barn, cabin, home, etc.) was built.  
 
 

 
/ƭƻǎŜǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳǊƴŜŘ Siteέ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ όǳǇǇŜǊ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎƭŜ ƻŦ ǎǉǳŀǊŜύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ CŀǊm where  

trenches were opened in 2021 to solve the mystery of the three depressions  
and indications of continuous burning 
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The Home Farm ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ .ǳǊƴ {ƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ {ƛǘŜ όǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ 

archaeological trenchŜǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ 
 lot is in the upper left center. 

 
 

 
Author Lew Toulmin and Flag # 212, at his unit at the Burn Site.  Note the Japanese-style pull trowel, 
quite different from the usual smaller diamond-shaped Western trowel.  But much more effective! 
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Author Lew Toulmin at the Burn Site, troweling a unit with a standard Western-style small trowel. 

 

 
A unit at the Burn Site, showing the white layer mis-ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфут ŀǎ άƳƻǊǘŀǊέ όƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ it is ash) and 
the red layer below it mis-ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άōǊƛŎƪέ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ clay at the bottom of a borrow pit, fired 

by a long, slow burning process.  The string is left over from the 1987 small excavation.  
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Author Lew Toulmin and Flag # 212 in the Field Lab at the dig site.  Here finds are cleaned, dried, tagged 

and prepared to be sent to the main Montpelier Archaeology Laboratory.   
 
 

 
/ƻǿΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ .ǳǊƴ {ƛǘŜ 

 

 
Nails found at Burn Site, likely from about 1840 
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Complex flow chart showing the processing that all archaeological finds at Montpelier  

go through before being put into final storage.  
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Annex 3 

Report on a Genealogical Line from Montpelier 
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This report has the following sections: 

¶ Introduction 

¶ Methodology 

¶ Summary chart 

¶ Potential memberships 

¶ Assertions and proofs 

¶ Information on the author.  

Introduction 

This report traces and largely proves an eleven-generation genealogical African-American descent from 

Africa to the present.  This line of descent includes the following remarkable persons: 

¶ The half-sister of Sally Hemings, President JeffersonΩǎ ƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ  ά.Ǌƻǿƴέ IŜƳƛƴƎǎ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ 

grand-daughter of an enslaved African woman, grandmother of ōƻǘƘ {ŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ά.ǊƻǿƴΦέ 

¶ John Freeman, an amazing enslaved man who served in the White House, at Monticello, Montpelier, 

and in the White House.  He fled the burning of the White House by the British with his wife, child 

and the only piece of furniture saved from the blaze. He gained his freedom in 1815.   

¶ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ aelinda, who also served in Monticello and the White House, and gained her freedom in 

about 1807.  

¶ Two black brothers who served in the Civil War in the Union Army: Lt. John Freeman Shorter and 

Sergeant Charles Henry Shorter.  Both fought in battles against the Confederate States Army and 

were wounded but survived.    

¶ Distinguished modern descendants and family members with degrees from Howard, Princeton, Yale 

and Stanford universities, who served in positions such as Associate Vice President and Chief 

Diversity Officer at the University of Maryland, Executive Director of a public charter school, and 

program director at the Family Institute of Northwestern University.    

Methodology 

This genealogical report relies heavily for the first six generations on work done previously by historians 

at Monticello in the Getting Word Project, and at WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ Montpelier by Hillarie M. Hicks in The 

Naming Project.  The seventh through eleventh generations below reflect new research.   

In the analyses below, the most important items are the proven linkages between one generation and 

another, and the proven marriage/liaison linkage between the asserted parents of a child.  Dates and 

locations of birth, death and marriage are also important, but it is understandable that in difficult 

circumstances and early periods not all dates and locations may be exact or even available.   

If a key linkage is deemed to be weak in terms of proof, then a NOTE (in bold type) will be inserted.  

Such a note does not necessarily mean that the link did not exist, it may just mean that at present, 

insufficient proof (paper trail, testimony, affidavit, DNA, etc.) has been amassed to make a confident 

assertion.  If no NOTE is inserted, then the linkage and assertions are deemed to be at least reasonably 

proven, and if numerous overlapping and confirming proofs are present, then the assertion can be 

judged by the reader to be confirmed to a high standard of proof.  The most important linkage points in 

each bullet point set of evidentiary items are underlined. 
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Similarly, in the chart below, if a question mark [?] is inserted, this means that the link or person is not 

adequately proven.  

Most genealogical articles and report only cite sources briefly, and do not list all the information 

provided by each source.  Here, since the tracing of the links, dates, places, etc. is challenging, all the 

relevant information provided by each source is shown, so that the reader can see and evaluate the 

quality of the information and does not have to obtain the original sources.  Biographical information 

(e.g., occupation, income, religion) obtained from the sources is presented here, for interest but also 

because such items can also help establish proof of linkages.  (For example, if John Smith is, say, a 

carpenter and a Wesleyan Methodist in Record A and also in Record B, then the chances that the two 

Records point to the same John Smith are markedly increased.)  

The site for obtaining the original sources in this report is Ancestry.com, unless otherwise specified.  This 

source has dramatically improved in scope and depth over the last decade, but of course is not truly 

comprehensive.  This research effort was somewhat hampered by the closure of libraries, courthouses, 

Family Research Centers and various repositories during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

This report focuses on tracing one blood line down to the present, and does not pursue or document the 

descendants of all the many siblings of the main line persons.  These siblings are often mentioned in the 

proof items, especially US Census records, but are not further discussed except if they are of special 

interest.  Further research to fill out those lines is encouraged. 

Abbreviations used in this report include the following: 

 
abt. about      aft. after              
b.  born   bef. before      
c. circa d.  died 
d.c.        died circa      

 

Summary Chart 

The chart below summarizes the assertions and proofs in the subsequent section. 

  



41 
 

 

MONTICELLO TO MONTPELIER TO THE WHITE HOUSE  

TO THE PRESENT, IN ELEVEN BLACK GENERATIONS 
 

 
 

 



42 
 

Potential Memberships 

Based on the chart above and the detailed assertions and proofs below, the living descendants of this 

genealogical line should qualify for the following organizations: 

¶ The Getting Word Project of Monticello:  This project was founded in 1993 and traces 
descendants of enslaved persons who worked at ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘƛŎŜƭƭƻΦ  {ŜŜΥ 
https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/about/about-getting-word.   
Contact: Getting Word@Monticello.org.    

 

¶ Montpelier Descendants Committee:  This organization is composed of descendants of enslaved 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
area.  It is obtaining 501(c)(3) certification and is currently negotiating a Memorandum of 
Understanding for input into The Montpelier Foundation, the organization that runs President 
aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΦ  {ŜŜΥ https://montpelierdescendants.org/ 
 

¶ Sons and Daughters of the United States Middle Passage:  This society is open to men and 

women 18 or older whose African-American ancestors were enslaved or held in indentured 

servitude in colonial and ante-bellum years, up through December 1865.  See: 

https://sdusmp.org/join/. 

 

¶ Society of the First African Families of English America.  This organization is open to men and 

women descended from a person of African descent who lived in English America before 5 

March 1770, the date of the Boston Massacre and the death of Crispus Attucks, the first Patriot 

casualty of the American Revolution.  See: https://sofafea.org/?page_id=270.  

 

¶ Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War:  This organization is open to men 14 years or older who 

are descended from veterans of the Civil War who fought on the Union side.   

See: http://www.suvcw.org/?page_id=129 

 

¶ Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic:  This organization is open to women 10 years or older 

who are descended from honorably discharged veterans of the Union Army or from Civil War 

nurses.  See: http://suvcw.org/LGAR/Membership.html 

 

¶ Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War:  This organization is open to female descendants 

of honorably discharged soldiers or sailors who served in the Union Army.  See: 

https://www.duvcw.org/ 

 

¶ National Society Daughters of the Union:  This organization is open to female descendants of 

honorably discharged soldiers or sailors who served in the Union Army.  See: 

https://www.nsdu.org/ 

 

¶ National Order of the Blue and Gray:  This organization is open to descendants of persons who 

served the Union or the Confederacy in a military or civil capacity.  See: http://nobg.org/ 

 

https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/about/about-getting-word
mailto:Word@Monticello.org
https://montpelierdescendants.org/
https://sdusmp.org/join/
https://sofafea.org/?page_id=270
http://www.suvcw.org/?page_id=129
http://suvcw.org/LGAR/Membership.html
https://www.duvcw.org/
http://nobg.org/
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¶ Sons and Daughters of World War II Veterans:  This society is open to descendants of persons 

who served in WW II through 31 December 1946 (hence Ransellear F. Shorter, Jr., below, 

qualifies).  See: https://www.pacificwarmuseum.org/join-give/society-sons-daughters 

 

¶ Guild of Colonial Artisans and Tradesmen, 1607-1783: As discussed below, there is a possible 

but currently unproven propositi (qualifying ancestor) in this line, in the person of Benjamin 

Colvert/Colvard, who may have been in this line, and was a white man and a carpenter working 

on the Monticello plantation in 1778-9.  For membership information, see: 

https://guildcolonialartsandtrades.weebly.com/membership.html 

 

Assertions and Proofs 

Generation #1 

Assertion:  A Captain Hemings and an enslaved woman possibly named Parthena or Parthenia (dates 

and places of birth of both uncertain or unknown) had a liaison and an enslaved daughter, c. 1735, 

named Elizabeth (Betty) Hemings.  

Proofs:  

¶ https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/families/colbert-hemings-family has a detailed, 

multi-generational biographical description of this family.  This description from Monticello.org 

ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ άŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ό.Ŝǘǘȅύ IŜƳƛƴƎs grandson, Madison Hemings, she [Betty] 

was descended from an English sea-ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ IŜƳƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǿƻƳŀƴΦέ   

¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ άǎŀƛƭŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎōǳǊƎΣ ±! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ-

ōƭƻƻŘŜŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ǘǊƛed to purchase the child Elizabeth (Betty) Hemings, offering an 

extraordinary price, but her owner refused to sell, whereupon the captain sailed off and never 

ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΦ  Lƴ ŀŘǳƭǘƘƻƻŘ ά.Ŝǘǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǳōƛƴŜ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴŜǊ WƻƘƴ ²ŀƭŜǎΣ ōȅ ǿƘƻƳ ǎƘŜ 

had ǎƛȄ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧέ  όŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭύΦ WƻƘƴ ²ŀƭŜǎ όƻǊ ²ŀȅƭŜǎύ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ-in-

law of President Thomas Jefferson, and when Wales died Betty was inherited by Jefferson.   This 

website also shows Betty Hemings listed in a 1774 register of slaves at Monticello.  The Madison 

Hemings statement comes from his statement in the Pike County Republican, 13 March 1873, of 

Waverly, OH.  

¶ ά/ŀǇǘŀƛƴέ IŜƳƛƴƎǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ WƻƘƴ IŜƳƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IŜƳƛƴƎǎΣ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ 

asserted to be whaling captains.  See: 

https://www.moremarymatters.com/Betty%20Hemings'%20Father.htm#2-1-7-5-6  The dates 

for John Hemings (or Hemmings) are reported as b. 3 November 1672 in Bassingbourne, 

Cambridgeshire, son of John Martha Hemmings (Ancestry.com, England Selected Births and 

Christenings), d. late in 1738 or early 1739, buried 6 January 1739, St. Giles, London, England 

(Ancestry.com, London Registry of Church of England Births and Marriages).   William Heming 

(Hemings?) was baptized 29 October 1699 in Haselor, Warwickshire, England, with father John 

Heming and mother Elizabeth Heming (from Ancestry.com, Warwickshire, England, Church of 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳǎΧύΦ    

https://www.pacificwarmuseum.org/join-give/society-sons-daughters
https://guildcolonialartsandtrades.weebly.com/membership.html
https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/families/colbert-hemings-family
https://www.moremarymatters.com/Betty%20Hemings'%20Father.htm#2-1-7-5-6
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¶ Annette Gordon-Reed, Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy 

(Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 1997) speculates that Parthena or Parthenia 

was the enslaved mother of Elizabeth (Betty) Hemings. 

NOTE: The asserted links and identifications require more proofs to meet high genealogical standards.  

!ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ άǿƘŀƭƛƴƎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎέ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǿƘŀƭƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŀƛƭ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 

the 1830s and later, although there were whalers during the 1700s and the American Revolution.  The 

assertions may well be true, but additional proofs and research are desirable. 

Generation #2 

Assertion:  Elizabeth (άBettyέ ƻǊ ά.ŜǘǎŜȅέ) Hemings, b. 1735 likely in VA, d. 22 August 1807 at 

Monticello, VA, and another slave Abram (01) (or an unknown man) were married or had a liaison c. 

1759 in VA, and had a daughter Betty άBrownέ IŜƳƛƴƎǎΦ 

Proofs:   

¶ Monticello Farm Journal 1773-1826: Entries for pages 5 and 15 of the 1774 section show that 

Betty Hemings is the mother of .Ŝǘǘ ά.Ǌƻǿƴέ IŜƳƛƴƎǎ and Abram (01) is the father, that 

ά.Ǌƻǿƴέ ǿŀǎ ōΦ ƛƴ мтрфΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά.Ǌƻǿƴέ was located at 

Monticello in Albemarle County, VA in 1774.   See the following website: 

https://www.moremarymatters.com/Table%201,%20Farm%20Book.htm 

¶ See the Monticello.org multi-generational site, ibid. 

¶ Find-a-Grave: Betsey Hemings, b. 1735 in VA, d. 22 August 1807, Albemarle Co., VA; large 

marker in the Monticello African American Graveyard; photo of the marker on the 

Ancestry.com/Find-a-Grave website. 
 

Biographical Information:  One of the daughters of Elizabeth (Betty) Hemings by John Wales (or Wayles) 

was Sally Hemings, the famous enslaved long-term concubine of President Thomas Jefferson.  Sally 

Hemings was thus the half-ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ .Ŝǘǘȅ ά.Ǌƻǿƴέ IŜƳƛƴƎǎΦ  ό{ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 

of Betty was Abram and the father of Sally was John Wales.)  Sally Hemings was b. 9 February 1773 in 

Charles Co. VA and d. 1835 in Charlottesville, VA.  Sadly, her burial location is unknown.  See: 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8463/sally-hemings 

 

NOTE:  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά.Ǌƻǿƴέ ƛǎ ŀ nickname, or a name acquired by marrying or liaising with 

a man with the surname of Brown.  Further proof items are desirable.  Also, the partner/husband of 

Elizabeth (likely Abram) is not well established.  

 

Generation #3 

Assertion:  Betty άBrownέ Hemings, b. 1759 in VA, d. aft. 1831, and an unknown man, likely surnamed 

Colbert, were married or had a liaison c. 1787 in VA, and had a daughter, Melinda (or Malinda) Colbert, 

and seven other children.   

 

https://www.moremarymatters.com/Table%201,%20Farm%20Book.htm
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8463/sally-hemings
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Left: a reconstructed slave cabin at Monticello; right: the Monticello mansion 

 

Proofs:   

¶ https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/families/colbert-hemings-family has a detailed, 

multi-generational biographical description of this family.  See also the family tree showing 

dates and descents for three generations related to line analyzed here. 

¶ This related site has a short biography of Betty Brown and gives her dates as 1759 to after 1831: 

https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/people/betty-brown 

¶ Virginia Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 2: citing Charlottesville District Court, Deed 

.ƻƻƪ мΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ǇΦ рф ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άнп 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мтфпΦ  ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ 

wƻōŜǊǘ IŜƳƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ .Ŝǘǘȅ IŜƳƛƴƎǎΦέ  

Biographical Information:  ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ .ŜǘǘȅΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ǌǳƴŀǿŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ told that they would be 

sold away from Monticello, and a daughter and a different son sought freedom in the colony of Liberia.  

A mini-ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ .Ŝǘǘȅ ά.Ǌƻǿƴέ IŜƳƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ !ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦcom by Julius69 states that by the age of 

twenty-three Betty had witnessed the battle of Richmond, the battle of Yorktown, General /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎΩ 

ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƘŀ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  

NOTE:  An on-line tree by jaisfamily67 and various other trees on Ancestry.com assert that the 
unknown Colbert was actually Benjamin Colvard, 1762-1800, a white man who served in the Revolution 
and lived in Albemarle County.  Unfortunately, no convincing proof that Colvard was Colbert is 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ά.ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ /ƻƭǾŀǊŘ WǊΦ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ 
ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ .Ŝǘǘȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿas his concubine while his white wife was still alive, is 
also made on this site: http://calvertfamilygenealogy.blogspot.com/2020/06/benjmain-colvard-jr-of-
albemarle-county.html.  The Calvert Family DNA Project at the following site asserts that 45 of the 300+ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά/ƻƭōŜǊǘΣέ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ά/ŀƭǾŜǊǘΦέ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŦƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά/ƻƭǾŀǊŘΣέ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά/ŀƭǾŜǊǘΦέ  {ŜŜΥ 
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/calvert-genealogy-dna-repository/surnames.   The following 
ǎƛǘŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ /ƻƭǾŀǊŘΣ WǊΦ ŦŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōȅ .Ŝǘǘȅ .ǊƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άwas employed by 
Joseph Neilson, Thomas Jefferson's contractor, as an apprentice carpenter/cabinet maker/joiner at 
Monticello between 1778-мттфέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ /ƻƭǾŀǊŘΣ WǊΦ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ aƻƴǘƛŎŜƭƭƻΦέ  9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CŜŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Neilson Account, Monticello Research Center, Albemarle County, VA.  See: 

https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/families/colbert-hemings-family
http://calvertfamilygenealogy.blogspot.com/2020/06/benjmain-colvard-jr-of-albemarle-county.html
http://calvertfamilygenealogy.blogspot.com/2020/06/benjmain-colvard-jr-of-albemarle-county.html
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/calvert-genealogy-dna-repository/surnames
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https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Colvard-65Φ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƛŎŜƭƭƻ άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ²ƻǊŘέ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
hǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎix children bearing the 
surname of Colbert, who were children of Betty Brown.  See: https://www.monticello.org/getting-
word/families/colbert-hemings-family.   Hence despite assertions and some evidence, the case is not yet 
convincingly proven.  More research, and especially investigation of the DNA evidence from the Calvert 
project, is warranted.  If carpenter Benjamin Colvard/Colbert could be established as the father of 
Melinda Colbert, then her descendants could qualify for membership in the Guild of Colonial Artisans 
and Tradesmen, 1607-1783.  

Generation #4 

Assertion:  Melinda (or Malinda) Colbert (?), b.c. 1787 in VA, d. September 1859 in DC; on 24 March 

1818 in DC married John Freeman, b. c. 1781 in VA, d. bef. 29 November 1839, and they had a daughter 

aŀǊǘƘŀ όƻǊ άaŀǊȅέύ !Φ CǊŜŜƳŀƴΦ 

Proofs: 

¶ Compiled Marriages in Washington, DC: John Freeman and Malinda Colbert, married 24 March 

1818 in DC. 

¶ Monticello website on Colbert/Hemings, ibid. 

¶ Certificate of Freedom: 1831 DC document states that Malinda Freeman is a free woman and 

the mother of Martha Freeman, abt. 16, John Freeman, abt. 14, and four other children.  See 

Appendix 1. 

¶ Washington, DC Wills and Probate Records: John Freeman, will probated 10 August 1839 in DC, 

ŘΦŎΦ муофΦ  LƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΤ ƎƛǾŜǎ άǘƻ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǿƛŦŜ Χ aŀƭƛƴŘŀέ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ 

ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙƛǎ άǎƻƴ WƻƘƴ {ƘƻǊǘŜǊΣ WǊΦέ 

¶ US 1840 Census for DC: Melinda Freeman, shƻǿƴ ŀǎ άŦǊŜŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊέ όŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜ 

Benjamin Freeman, also a free person of color). 

¶ US 1850 Census for DC:  Malinda Freeman, 63, mulatto female, b.c. 1787 in VA, resident of 

Washington Ward 1, DC, value of owned real estate: $800, cannot read and write; in household 

with: Martha Shorts (should be Shorter), 34, mulatto female, b. in DC; John Shorts (Shorter), 35, 

mulatto male, b. in DC; Mary Shorts (Shorter), 10, black female; John Shorts (Shorter), 8, black 

male; Charles Shorts (Shorter), 6, black male; Ann Shorts (Shorter), 4, black female; Martha 

Shorts (Shorter), 11/12, black female; and Ellen Freeman, 21, black female; all of the children b. 

in DC.  

¶ Federal Census Mortality Schedules:  Malinda Freeman, black female, widowed, b.c. 1787 in VA, 

d. September 1859 in Ward 1, Washington, DC of inflammation of the bowels, after 26 days of 

illness, at age 72.  

Biographical Information:  As described in the Montpelier Naming Project (see https://digitaldoorway. 

montpelier.org /2021/03/23/the-naming-project-john-freeman/ for details), John Freeman had a 

remarkable life.  This included working while enslaved in the White House and at Monticello for 

President Thomas Jefferson; being sold to President James Madison and working for him at the White 

House and Montpelier; having to flee the White House with his wife, child and the only furniture item (a 

feather bed) that was saved from burning by the British; and being freed in the District of Columbia in 

1815 at age 34.  His wife Melinda also worked at Monticello and in the White House and was freed in 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Colvard-65
https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/families/colbert-hemings-family
https://www.monticello.org/getting-word/families/colbert-hemings-family
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about 1807.  This biographical information is also supported by Elizabeth Dowling Taylor, A Slave in the 

White House: Paul Jennings and the Madisons όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩs Griffin, 2012), who states that 

άŀŦǘŜǊ Wǳƭȅ мумр WƻƘƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ǉŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

preparing to set up a household of his own.  In 1816 he and an associate, John Shorter, purchased a 

remarkable assortment of goods....(John Shorter had been a stable hand in the Jefferson White House 

who stayed on for occasional ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΦύέ   !ǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ п ŀƴŘ рΣ WƻƘƴ 

{ƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ άŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜέ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ς ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ CǊŜŜƳŀƴΩǎ ǎon-in-law.  Taylor 

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ōȅ tŀǳƭ WŜƴƴƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ άtŜƻǇƭŜ 

were running in every direction.  John Freeman (the colored butler) drove off in the coachee with his 

wife, child, and servant, also a feather bed lashed on behind the coachee, which was all the furniture 

ǎŀǾŜŘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΦΦΦέ  

 

            

Left: a slave cabin at Montpelier; right: the mansion at Montpelier 

 

 

The burning of the White House 

Generation #5 

Assertion:  aŀǊǘƘŀ όάaŀǊȅέύ !Φ CǊŜŜƳŀƴΣ ōΦŎΦ мумс ƛƴ 5/Σ ŘΦ ŀŦǘΦ мфнл ƛƴ 5/Σ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ WƻƘƴ {ƘƻǊǘŜǊΣ ōΦŎΦ 

1815 in DC, d. bef. 1887, likely in DC, and had sons John Freeman Shorter and Charles Henry Shorter. 


