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Introduction 

This report has the following sections: 

¶ Background 

¶ Relevant Previous Work 

¶ Goals of the Expedition 

¶ Accomplishments of the Expedition 

¶ Members of the Effort. 

Appendices: 

1. Maps of the Museum Area 

2. Images of the New Henson Museum 

3. Previous Excavation and Historical Images 

4. Images on Stamps of Josiah and Matthew Henson 

5. Flag 50 Award Letter 

6. Lifetime List of Toulmin Expeditions 

7. Biography of the Author 

8. Acceptance  of the Report by the NEHGS 

9. Drafts of Two Henson Stories for Montgomery Community Media 

10. First-Ever Genealogical Research Report on the Henson Clan. 

Background 

Josiah Henson was born into slavery in about 1796 in Charles County, Maryland.  He was sold at age nine 

in 1805 to a plantation in Montgomery County, Maryland.   At first he served obediently as a slave to his 

master, Isaac Riley, and thus eventually became a trusted member of the household.  This situation 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ wƛƭŜȅ ǎŜƴǘ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ άŘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊέ ǘƻ Kentucky.  Henson 

lived in Kentucky for three years, was appalled at conditions there and elsewhere in the South, which 

were even worse than he had experienced in Maryland.  Henson began preparations to try to buy his 

freedom.  His enslaver Riley at first agreed to this, but then tricked Henson and reneged on the promise.   

In 1830, Josiah Henson and his wife and four children escaped from Kentucky, walked 600 miles though 

dangerous country and subject to recapture, with Henson carrying two of his very young children on his 

back the whole way, and reached Canada. (A full-family escape like this was extremely rare.)  Later he 

served on the Underground Railroad as a conductor, bringing 118 runaway slaves to freedom.  In 1849 

he wrote his detailed autobiography, which described life on the Montgomery County plantation and 

the terrible realities of slavery in Maryland and Kentucky.  This non-fiction work was a major source for 

Harriet Beecher Stowe in 1852, in writing her classic ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ.  This best-selling novel (the 

most popular book in America at the time, after the Bible) was credited by President Abraham Lincoln 

with encouraging the Abolitionist movement and with helping to trigger the Civil War and end slavery.  

When pro-slavery forces protested that the treatment of enslaved persons shown in her novel were too 

ƘŀǊǎƘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƻƴ-fiction book as an important factual source of her material, in 

her 1853 publication ¢ƘŜ YŜȅ ǘƻ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ.   
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In Ontario, Canada, Henson founded a town called Dawn for runaway slaves.  Henson learned to read as 

an adult, became a Methodist minister, served as an officer in the Canadian Army militia in the 1837 

Canadian Rebellion, captured a rebel ship, traveled to England to exhibit his lumbermill products at the 

Great Exhibition of 1851 (where he was the only black exhibitor) and met three times with Queen 

Victoria. 

A museum dedicated to Henson was built in Ontario after his death in 1883.  The Canadian government 

has designated Josiah Henson aǎ ŀ ά/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

his image on it, to honor him.  (See an image of this in the Appendices.)  He was the first black person to 

be so honored in Canada. 

The Henson plantation site in Montgomery County, Maryland is the only remaining place in the United 

{ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

public.  The Riley/Henson house and its attached log kitchen is on the National Register of Historic 

Places, due to its irreplaceable cultural, material and aesthetic value.  Thus publicizing it is important to 

cultural resource management at a national level. 

Montgomery County Parks has undertaken extensive excavations inside the historic kitchen/slave hut-

cabin, and has found the floor level (about three feet below present ground level) and related artifacts 

ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 

served as a kitchen in his time, and although he was forced to sleep on its floor sometimes, the cluster 

of slave cabins behind the main house, where Henson actually lived most of the time, has yet to be 

found, despite some trenching and excavations.  This cluster was ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎraphy, 

ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇƛƴǇƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

buried somewhere in this vicinity, but this and other slave graves have yet to be found. Therefore, much 

excavation work still needs to be done to complete the project.   

Matthew Alexander Henson, the great Arctic explorer, co-discoverer of the North Pole, and member of 

The Explorers Club, has been rumored to be related to Reverend Josiah Henson.  However, no 

convincing, well-researched proof has been found to date linking the two men genealogically.   Various 

websites and genealogical on-line discussion boards assert that Josiah was the great-grand uncle of 

Matthew, but no proofs are provided.  Cassandra Michaud, archaeological director of the project to 

build the new Henson Museum, states that one of the most common questions she receives is whether 

the two men are related.  (Matthew Henson is rather well known in Montgomery County, and a 

walking/biking trail and linear park in the County is named after him.)   Furthermore, no intensive 

genealogical work has ever been done to document the Henson clan as a whole.  

Relevant Previous Work 

Previous major relevant work in this area includes the following in chronological order, including items 

done or driven by the Henson Museum archaeologist, Cassandra Michaud, RPA, and the biography of 

Josiah Henson by written by historian Jamie F. Kuhns of Montgomery County Parks: 

¶ Reverend Josiah Henson, The Life of Josiah Henson, Formerly a Slave, Now an Inhabitant of 

Canada, as Narrated by Himself (Boston: A.D. Phelps, 1849). 

¶ Harriet Beecher Stowe, ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ (Cleveland: Jewett and Co., 1852). 

¶ Harriet Beecher Stowe, A YŜȅ ǘƻ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ (Boston: Jewett and Co., 1853). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Life_of_Josiah_Henson,_Formerly_a_Slave,_Now_an_Inhabitant_of_Canada,_as_Narrated_by_Himself
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Life_of_Josiah_Henson,_Formerly_a_Slave,_Now_an_Inhabitant_of_Canada,_as_Narrated_by_Himself
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¶ Reverend Josiah Henson, Truth Stranger Than Fiction: Father Henson's Story of His Own Life 

(Boston: John P. Jewett & Company, 1858). 

¶ Reverend Josiah Henson, Uncle Tom's Story of His Life: An Autobiography of the Rev. Josiah 

Henson (London: Christian Age Office, 1876) (an updated and rewritten version of the 1849 and 

1858 books, with a preface by Harriet Beecher Stowe, reprint from 2019). 

¶ Reverend Josiah Henson, !ƴ !ǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǾΦ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ όά¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳέύ, (London, 

Ontario: Schuyler, Smith, 1881; reprint by Dover, 2003). 

¶ Bradley Robinson with Matthew Alexander Henson, Dark Companion (USA: McBride, 1947). 

¶ Peter Meyler, Broken Shackles (Toronto: Natural Heritage, 2001.  

¶ S. Allen Counter, North Pole Legacy (Montpelier, VT: Invisible Cities, 2001). 

¶ Maryann Weidt, Matthew Henson (Minneapolis: Hampton-Brown, 2002). 

¶ ά{ƭŀǾŜǊȅΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ [ŜƎŀŎȅΥ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ŎǉǳƛǊŜǎΧWƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ IƻƳŜΧΣέ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нмΣ 

2006, at: http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2006/feb/21/slaverys-local-legacy/ 

¶ Montgomery County Department of Parks, NCPPC, Historic Structure Report for the Riley 

Farm/Josiah Henson Site (Silver Spring, MD: Montgomery County Government, 2009). 

¶ Montgomery County Department of Parks, NCPPC, Josiah Henson Special Park Master Plan 

(Silver Spring, MD: Montgomery County Government, December 2, 2010). 

¶ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀ aƛŎƘŀǳŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ 5ƛƎΥ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ tŀǊƪΣέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ǊŎƘaeology 

in the Community, November 2014, at: http://www.archaeologyincommunity.com/the-dig-

josiah-henson-archaeological-park/ 

¶ ά¢ƛƳŜ ¢ŜŀƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΥ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΣέ aŀǊŎƘ нлмрΣ ŀǘΥ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OSR2noiPv8 

¶ άIŜƴǎƻƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣέ нлмрΣ ŀǘΥ 
https://www.ancestry.com/boards/surnames.henson/56.68.70.119.305.979.1/mb.ashx 

¶ /ƭŀǳŘƛŀ IŜǊǊŜǊŀ IǳŘǎƻƴΣ άaŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǎƻƴΣέ Wǳƭȅ мнΣ нлмрΣ ŀǘΥ 

https://myhero.com/Matthew_Henson 

¶ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀ aƛŎƘŀǳŘΣ άwŜǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣέ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

Archaeology national conference, January 2016, Washington, DC.  

¶ άWƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣέ aŀǊŎƘ нлмсΣ ŀǘΥ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FUZumbJdGs 

¶ Jamie F. Kuhns, Sharp Flashes of Lightning Come from Black Clouds (Silver Spring, MD: M-NCPPC, 

2018). 

¶ Jared A. Brock, The Road to Dawn (New York: Hachette, 2019) 

¶ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀ aƛŎƘŀǳŘΣ άaŀƪƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΥ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ Lƴǘerpretation at the Josiah 

IŜƴǎƻƴ {ƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ aǳǎŜǳƳΣέ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмфΣ {ƻŎƛŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ !Ǌǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ. 

¶ Edna Troiano, ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊȅƭŀƴd to Canada (Charleston: History Press, 2019). 

¶ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀ aƛŎƘŀǳŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ tŀǊƪΣέ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнмΣ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

Rockville, on-line presentation. 

Goals of the Expedition 

The Henson family is a fascinating and very important family in US and Canadian history.  The family 

includes Reverend Josiah Henson, a man born enslaved who escaped with his family to Canada, wrote 

an autobiography which helped to spark the Civil War and end slavery; the first man to and co-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_P._Jewett
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2006/feb/21/slaverys-local-legacy/
http://www.archaeologyincommunity.com/the-dig-josiah-henson-archaeological-park/
http://www.archaeologyincommunity.com/the-dig-josiah-henson-archaeological-park/
https://www.ancestry.com/boards/surnames.henson/56.68.70.119.305.979.1/mb.ashx
https://myhero.com/Matthew_Henson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FUZumbJdGs
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discoverer of the North Pole, Matthew Alexander Henson; a modern distinguished attorney, James E. 

Henson, Sr.; and a well-known actress, Taraji P. Henson, among others.   

This expedition was planned in the summer, fall and winter of 2019 and the Flag was authorized in 

September of 2020.  The goals of the expedition were to:  

1. Support the creation and content for the new Josiah Henson Museum in the Park 

2. Undertake archaeological excavations at the Josiah Henson Park in Montgomery County, 

Maryland, to identify and excavate the cabin (or cabins) where Josiah Henson lived in slavery, 

which he had described in his four autobiographies 

3. Undertake the first-ever genealogical research effort focused on the Henson clan.   

Accomplishments of the Expedition 

The accomplishments of the effort were as follows: 

Creation and content for the Museum.  In the summer of 2020 it was anticipated that the ribbon cutting 

and formal opening of the Josiah Henson Museum would be held in December 2020, and the ribbon 

cutting date was set for December 5, 2020.    Unfortunately, the pandemic first resulted in planning of 

ōƻǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻunty took the decision to postpone both events.  In late April 

нлнм ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ άǎƻŦǘέ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭe tours of the 

Museum, following rigid anti-Covid protocols.  But the Museum is still not really open to the public in 

the usual way, as of May 2021.  Despite these limitations, the Expedition was able to support the new 

Museum in the following ways:  

1. Helped organize a virtual talk about Josiah Henson and the new Museum for Montgomery 

County Parks lead archaeologist Cassandra Michaud, which was given at the DigVentures 

DigNation Archaeology Weekend, based in the UK and attended virtually by hundreds of 

participants from all over the world. 

2. Donated funds to the Archeology Society of Maryland, earmarked to pay for archaeological 

excavations at the Henson Museum site in the future. 

3. ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻǊ άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳέ ōƻŀrd. 

4. Developed new and surprising historical material on Reverend Josiah Henson.   For example, the 

Expedition was able to show that one of the two toddlers that Henson carried on his back for 

600 miles during his grueling 1830 escape to freedom from Kentucky to Canada was a girl.  All 

previous historians and biographers had asserted that all four children involved in the Henson 

family escape were boys. 

5. Provided a summary handout on the genealogy of the Henson clan, to be provided to Museum 

visitors upon request. 

6. Volunteered to provide future lectures and brown bag lunches on the Henson history and 

genealogy at the Museum. 

7. Provided copies gratis to the Museum of the substantial (134-page) Henson genealogical report 

(a copy of which is provided in the Appendices of this final expedition report). 

8. Offered to provide genealogical and historical research assistance to Henson clan members.  

9. Provided copies of the genealogical/historical report to various relevant repositories, libraries 

and Henson descendants, listed below.   



6 
 

10. Offered a conceptual plan for drawing Henson descendants closer to the Museum by involving 

them in a DNA/Genealogy project.  

11. Developed contact information for various certain and possible Henson descendants, for use in 

future Museum functions and Henson family reunions. 

12. Obtained additional Henson genealogical information after the report was published, for 

possible use in future activities.  

Excavations: the effort was planned in the summer, fall and winter of 2019, and a Flag applied for on 29 

July 2020.  The Flag was authorized in September 2020 and Flag #50 was delivered to me on 13 

September 2020.  At the point the application was submitted and the Flag was authorized, it was 

anticipated that by December the Covid-19 pandemic would be under control, or at least would be 

under control by the spring of 2021, so that excavations could get underway.  Unfortunately, Covid-19 

spiked in the fall of 2020 and winter of 2020-21, and new Montgomery County government rules did not 

allow volunteers to undertake archaeological (or any other) field or even lab efforts during the winter of 

2020-21 and the spring of 2021.  (And as of this writing, in May 2021, these rules have not been relaxed 

and it appears that they will not be relaxed for months.)   Therefore the planned archaeological 

excavations and lab efforts were not undertaken.  It is anticipated that excavations will occur in the 

future, after the pandemic is over.   Since the archaeological efforts were not undertaken, the name of 

the expedition was chŀƴƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ά5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜŀƭ IŜǊƻ ƻŦ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴΥ 

wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛǘƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ IŜƴǎƻƴ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ 

Genealogical research.  The Expedition was successful in undertaking this task, which involved over 500 

hours of research and writing.  This was feasible and successful, despite Covid-related closures of most 

courthouses, museums, libraries and Family Research Centers.  The result was the 134-page, first-ever 

documentation on the genealogy of the Henson clan, which is contained in one of the Appendices to this 

expedition report, and was also made available to the public and widely disseminated in February and 

March 2021, as a separate document.   

 

A summary of the highlights of the Expedition genealogical and historical findings is as follows: 

¶ Presenting and proving a relationship from a modern distinguished attorneȅ ŀƴŘ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘ 

of Alexandria, Virginia,έ James E. Henson, Sr., back to explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, the 

co-discoverer of the North Pole. This relation is: James is the half-grandnephew of Matthew. 

¶ Identifying the previously unknown first wife (Mary Claire (later Washington)) ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ 

father, Lemuel Henson, and identifying the likely correct (and previously unidentified) family for 

Matthew when he was a child in the key 1870 US Census for Nanjemoy, Charles County, 

Maryland. 

¶ Presenting and partially proving a relationship from a famous modern actress, Taraji P. Henson, 

back to Matthew Alexander Henson; namely: Taraji may well be the great-great-grand niece of 

Matthew.  

¶ Documenting two descents from siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson to the near present in 

the US, and correcting an apparent error in one of these previously asserted descent lines. 

¶ Discovering a mysterious possible (but not proven) and previously unknown child and descent in 

the US from Matthew Alexander Henson and his first wife Eva Flint ς a marriage thought to be 

childless.   
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¶ Proposing a new timeline for the confusing early years of Matthew Henson, identifying a likely 

new birth date for him, and proposing that he ran away to sea later than asserted in some 

biographies. 

¶ Identifying a possible (but unproven) link from Matthew Alexander Henson up to Reverend 

Josiah Henson via the previously unknown Paul Henson, asserted brother of Rev. Josiah Henson 

and asserted father of Lemuel Henson (who was the proven father of Matthew Alexander 

Henson). 

¶ Analyzing the destination in the South to which Reverend WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ tragically 

άǎƻƭŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ,έ and showing that it is unlikely that he was actually sent to Alabama, as 

stated by Rev. Henson in his autobiographies, and as asserted by his biographers.  

¶ Providing fuller genealogical documentation for the parents, siblings, wives and children of 

Reverend Henson, and estimating his birth year as between 1796 and 1799. 

¶ {ƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ bŀƴŎȅ ά.ǳǊŦƻǊŘέ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ wŜǾΦ Josiah Henson, as asserted in 

some on-line family trees.  The Burfords are shown to be an entirely separate, white, family. 

¶ Developing a reasonable scenario for the mysterious appearance of three Tituses in Rev. 

IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ 5ŀǿƴΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ƛƴ мутм.  This is that they are Lucinda Gamble Titus, 

daughter of bŀƴŎȅ όǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ wŜǾΦ IŜƴǎƻƴύ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ WŀƳŜǎ ¢ƛǘǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎƛƴŘŀΩǎ ǘǿƻ 

children by James Titus.    

¶ Showing that: of the four children on the famous 1830 escapeΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ 

back was a female toddler, likely Celia, contrary to previous assertions that all children were 

male; the escape lasted exactly 41 days; and the family achieved an amazing average mileage of 

14.6 to 16.2 miles per day, or more than the 8-13 miles per day of US Army troops marching in 

the Civil War!   

¶ Providing seven detailed, new, expanded or better documented descents from Reverend 

Henson, via his son Tom, son Josiah, son Isaac, daughter Elizabeth (two descents), and his 

probable brother James down to the present or near-present.  

¶ Presenting numerous family tree charts from the report or from family members.  

¶ Supplying hundreds of detailed proof items to support the genealogical assertions made.    

¶ Estimating that the descendants of Josiah IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ alive today number in the 

thousands. 

The genealogical repƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŎƭŀƴΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άDŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 5ŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ IŜƴǎƻƴΣέ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

repositories, to allow for public access, including the following: 

Organizations: 

¶ The New England Historic Genealogical Society library (the most prestigious genealogical 

research society) 

¶ LDS FamilySearch Research Library, Salt Lake City, Utah (the largest genealogical repository in 

the US and likely the world) 

¶ Allen County, Indiana (in Fort Wayne) Public Library, Genealogy Division (one of the largest 

genealogical libraries) 

¶ Daviess County, Kentucky Public Library (the county from which Josiah Henson escaped slavery) 

¶ Academia.edu (a major academic on-line database) 
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¶ The Internet Archive (a major Internet repository) 

¶ The Library of the Maryland Center for History and Culture 

¶ The Explorers Club library 

¶ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ƛǘŜΣ 5ŀǿƴΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 

¶ Charles County Historical Society (county of the birthplace of Josiah and Matthew Henson) 

¶ Montgomery County History (the county historical society) 

¶ Underground Railroad Museum Library/Belmont Mansion, Philadelphia 

¶ The Enoch Free Library, Baltimore, Maryland, Digital Maryland Project 

¶ Etc.  

Researchers and Others: 

¶ Jamie Kuhns, the historian for the Montgomery County, Maryland Parks and Josiah Henson 

Museum, and biographer of Josiah Henson 

¶ Cassandra Michaud, the lead archaeologist for the Montgomery County, Maryland Parks and 

Josiah Henson Museum 

¶ Imani Haynes, education program manager for the Josiah Henson Museum, Montgomery 

County, Maryland 

¶ Heather Bouslog, archaeologist, Montgomery County, Maryland Parks  

¶ Jared A. Brock, Henson biographer and researcher 

¶ Edna Troiano, Josiah Henson researcher and author 

¶ Julia King, Josiah Henson researcher and author 

¶ J.R. Harris, Chair of the Diversity, Equity and Inclusiveness Committee of The Explorers Club 

¶ Andrew Fulmer, PhD, of The Explorers Club 

¶ Paul Bollwerk, Archeology Society of Maryland 

Relatives: 

¶ Robert Dorsey, Henson family descendant 

¶ Barbara Carter, Josiah Henson descendant 

¶ Gayle Carter Salisbury, Josiah Henson descendant 

¶ Sallie Kersey, Josiah Henson descendant 

¶ Cathy Lambkin, Josiah Henson descendant 

¶ Rick Lambkin, Josiah Henson descendant, and wife Jenn Lambkin 

¶ Roslin Anthony, possible Josiah Henson descendant 

¶ Mari Johnson, possible Josiah Henson descendant 

¶ Charita Gray, possible Henson descendant 

¶ Lola C. Toney, possible Henson descendant 

¶ Marla C. Majett, possible Henson descendant 

¶ Susan Brindza, sister-in-law of a Canadian Henson descendant 

¶ Debbie Brooks, possible Henson descendant 

¶ Janice Crawford, possible Henson descendant 

¶ Saundra Brown, possible Henson descendant 

¶ Allison Willis, possible Henson descendant 

¶ Jeane Guy, possible Henson relative 
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¶ James Henson of Alexandria (partial draft shared in 2020). 

The logo of the Expedition, presented on the front cover of this report and below, captures the essence 

of the Expedition.  It shows the arms and hands of Rev. Josiah Henson and explorer Matthew Alexander 

Henson, both pointing to the north star, the symbol and guide to freedom for Rev. Henson, and the goal 

ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ 

 

Members of the Effort 

The only Explorers Club member in the effort was me, Llewellȅƴ ά[Ŝǿέ ¢ƻǳƭƳƛƴΣ tƘ5Σ CwD{Σ Cb ΨлпΦ 

Other contributors included: 

¶ Cassandra Michaud, RPA, Chief Archaeologist, Montgomery County Parks, who reviewed the 

report and attempted to plan excavations and the Museum opening (and was key in getting the 

Museum conceived and built). 

¶ Jamie Kuhns, Historian, Montgomery County Parks, who reviewed the report, provided 

numerous comments, and provided documents and her excellent book on Henson (and was also 

key in the creation of the Museum). 

¶ Gayle Carter Salisbury, a Josiah Henson descendant, who provided printed and handwritten 

Henson family trees and other materials. 

 

                                                                                      *****  

 

The report Appendices are presented below.  
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Appendix 1 

Maps of the Museum Area 
 

 

 

Josiah Henson site in Montgomery County, Maryland, north of Washington, DC. 

 

 

A Google Earth view of the Josiah Henson park location, once a rural 3500-acre farm, 

now a suburban neighborhood 
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Appendix 2 

Images of the New Henson Museum 
(Note on photo credits: LT = Lew Toulmin; MCP = Montgomery County Parks) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

View of the slave-owner Riley house (left) and the kitchen (right), formerly a hut/cabin  
where enslaved persons worked, cooked and sometimes slept (MCP) 
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Henson slave cabin (left) before Museum construction (MCP) 

 

 

 
Entrance sign to the Henson Park (LT) 

 

 
Lew Toulmin and Flag 50 at the Henson Park  

and new Museum (LT) 
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The new Henson Museum under construction, fall 2020, with Flag #50 (LT) 

 

 

Flag 50 and Henson slave kitchen/cabin, right, during Museum construction. The polo shirt logo is of a 

Montgomery County Parks volunteer (in this case in archaeological lab work). (LT) 

 

Henson slave cabin during Museum construction (LT) 



14 
 

 

Henson slave cabin as seen from the street during construction (LT) 

 

Museum concept and landscape plan (MCP) 

 

Museum in the early construction phase (MCP) 
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House interior during Museum construction (MCP) 

 

 

The new Museum after construction was finished (Jan. 2021; LT) 

 

 

The Riley House (left) and Henson kitchen/slave quarters (right), with the new Henson Museum in the 

distance in the far left, after construction (Jan. 2021, LT) 
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Display in front of the Riley house (LT) 

 

 

 

 
 

Display on the rear of the completed Museum, with Flag 50, an image of Josiah Henson, the Henson 

Expedition logo, and the author (LT) 
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aǳǎŜǳƳ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǊŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ό[¢ύ 

 

 

 
 

Flag 50, Henson Expedition logo, and the author in front of the Henson log cabin/kitchen,                         

on the floor of which Josiah Henson was sometimes forced to sleep as a slave, before he escaped to 

freedom in Canada (LT) 
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5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

Josiah Henson likely lived.  These structures have not yet been located.  (LT) 

 

 

LƳŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀōƻǳǘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ  
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ enslaved mother (LT) 
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Image from the film showing the Henson family 1830 escape route from Kentucky to Canada (LT) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Image from the Museum showing Rev. Henson meeting Queen Victoria  (LT) 
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Volunteers from the Montgomery Parks Archaeology Lab who have worked on processing artifacts from 
the Henson site, touring the Henson Museum  (LT) 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Dramatic sketches portray the life of Henson throughout the Museum.  
Here Henson at age 20 is beaten by a white overseer, was permanently injured, and was never able to 

lift his arms above his shoulders again.  (LT) 
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Colorful and informative presentations convey the Henson story; 
here the connections between British royalty (namely Queens Victoria and Elizabeth II)  

and Henson and his story are explored.  (LT) 
 
 

 
 

Behind the Museum is the fenced off area marking one of the sites where archaeological digging will 
begin again after the Covid pandemic is over.   (LT) 
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Themes and topics covered in the new Josiah Henson Museum (MCP) 

 

 

Key persons and organizations involved in creating the Henson Museum (from the DigVentures briefing 
done by archaeologist Cassandra Michaud (CM), 2020) 
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The Museum opening was scheduled for December 2020, but this was postponed due to Covid-19; and 

the first public timed tours did not occur until late April 2021.  (CM) 
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Appendix 3 

Previous Excavation and Historical Images 
 

 

Archaeological investigation and tree ring dating showed that although this kitchen structure was built 
ƛƴ мурлΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ άŦƛƭǘƘȅΣ ǎƳŜƭƭȅέ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

living space did exist, about 3 feet below the current floor level.  The excavation took place inside the 
wooden framework; this photo was taken in 2017, before the dig reached the Henson floor level. (MCP) 

 

 

Limited excavations to date at the Henson site outside the house and cabin have not yet  
discovered the key cluster of slave cabins where Josiah Henson lived most of the time. (MCP) 
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Archaeologist Cassandra Michaud (left) shows officials of the Maryland Historical Trust excavations in 
the Josiah Henson Park, spring 2018 (MHT) 

 
 
 
 

   
Left: one of the four autobiographies written by Josiah Henson; Right: ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ;  

Top: image of Henson with his signature;  
Bottom: announcement that Josiah Henson would be received by Queen Victoria at Buckingham Palace.  

(from Jamie Kuhns lecture on Henson, 2019) 
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Historic marker in Ontario at the Dawn settlement and training school established by Josiah Henson.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josiah Henson, his wife Charlotte and their four children  

escaping to Canada (from the Josiah Henson Museum in Ontario).   

TƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊǎ ƻƴ WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΣ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ /Ŝƭƛŀ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ 

contrary to the assertion of previous biographers that all four children were male.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DawnSettlement.jpg
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Recovered items from the Henson site; plan of the area, right 

(from the DigVentures briefing by archaeologist Cassandra Michaud (CM), 2020) 

 

 
 

Part of iron cooking pot recovered at Henson site (CM) 
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Items found in excavations at the Henson plantation (CM) 

 

 

 

 
 

Images of Henson slave cabin excavations, interior and exterior (CM) 
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Images of enslaved Americans and their living conditions (CM) 
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Appendix 4 

Images on Stamps of Josiah and Matthew Henson 
 

 

Canadian stamp honoring Josiah Henson, who founded a community of runaway slaves in Canada, and 
eventually died in Ontario, Canada.  This was the first Canadian stamp  

ever issued which honored a black person. 
 

 

US stamp featuring Matthew Henson and Robert Peary. 

 

Greenland Post stamp featuring Matthew Henson. 
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Appendix 5 

Flag 50 Award Letter 
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Flag 50, which was awarded to Lew Toulmin for the Lindisfarne Expedition,  
was also awarded for the Henson Expedition.  Note that this Flag has been into space, and was on the 

first flight around the world of a solar-powered plane. 
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Richard C. Wiese (left), President of The Explorers Club, Lew Toulmin (center), returning Flag #50 at the 

Lowell Thomas dinner in the fall of 2019 after completion of the Lindisfarne Expedition, and Bob Atwater 
(right), Chair of the Flag and Honors Committee of The Explorers Club.  Flag 50 was also awarded for the 

Henson Expedition.  The Toulmin medals are for the modern Knights Templar (the red cross) and 
membership medals in various heritage/lineage/genealogical organizations (both expeditions involved 

genealogical research, documentation and publications).  The breast star below the medals is for 
previously serving as the President of the Hereditary Order of the Families of the Presidents and First 

Ladies of America, an organization for descendants and relatives of US Presidents and First Ladies.  
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Appendix 6 

Lifetime List of Toulmin Expeditions 

 
List of Projects & Expeditions 

in Archaeology/Anthropology/History 
of Llewellyn M. ToulminΣ tƘ5Σ CwD{Σ Cw{!Σ Y¢WΣ Cb Ψлп 

 

Expedition/Project & Organization; Date; Supervisor 

 

1. Expedition through the jungles of eastern Haiti and north to The Citadel of Henri Christophe at 

Cap-Haitien; Toulmin family exped.; 1959; Harry Toulmin 

2. Expedition to the outlying temples of Angkor Wat, Cambodia; Toulmin family exped.; 1964; 

Harry Toulmin 

3. Expedition to Philmont Scout Ranch; BSA; 1966; Scoutmaster 

4. Circumnavigation of Lake Victoria, east Africa; self; 1969; L. M. Toulmin 

5. Exploration of Lake Tana and the Source of the Blue Nile, Ethiopia; Toulmin family exped.; 1969; 

Harry Toulmin 

6. Expedition to the North Cape and the land of the Saami; University College of North. Wales; 

1970; L. M. Toulmin 

7. Sailing exped. to St. Vincent and the Grenadines; Canadian Chartering magazine; 1976; CC editor 

8. Evaluation of emergency preparedness of nine Caribbean islands; US Office of Foreign Disaster 

Assistance; 1985; OFDA Director  

9. Investigation into the real story ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ YǿŀƛΣέ YŀƴŎƘŀƴŀōǳǊƛΣ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΤ 

Army-Navy-Air Force Times; 1992; Editor 

10. Lessons learned from Hurricane Andrew, Miami-Dade County, FL; American Society for Public 

Administration; 1993; ASPA and Booz-Allen-Hamilton 

11. Tomb of Nefertari, Valley of the Queens, Egypt; International Travel News; 1995; ITN Editor 

12. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ άhǳǘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀέ ŀƴŘ Lǎŀƪ 5ƛƴŜǎŜƴΣ YŜƴȅŀΤ International Travel News; 1997; ITN 

Editor 

13. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ς Timor Leste ς and its first First Lady; ITN; 1999; ITN Editor 

14. The lady leg-rowers of Lake Inle, Myanmar, the temples of Bagan, and the falsification of 

millions of Burmese genealogical records; ITN and Paddler Magazine; 2000; Editors 

15. Brigantine Soren Larsen, Fiji to Vanuatu; ITN; 2001; ITN Editor 

16. Japanese Sgt. Yokoi fights World War II for 28 years in a hole on Guam; ITN; 2002, ITN Editor 

17. Voyage before the mast on the liberated slave ship Amistad, St. Petersburg, FL to Mobile, AL; 

ITN; 2002; ITN Editor 

18. Irish National Tall Ship Jeannie Johnston, Charleston, SC to Baltimore, MD; ITN and The 

Montgomery Sentinel; 2003; Editors 

19. History, scandals and genealogy of Pitcairn Island; ITN and The Providence Journal; 2003; Editors 

20. The real story of Robinson Crusoe; ITN; 2003; ITN Editor 

21. Tracing sites and locations of Brian Boru, High King of All Ireland in the year 1000; ITN; 2005; ITN 

Editor 
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22. Investigation of the WW II dog tag lost on Kiriwina Island, Papua New Guinea, by Sgt. Raymond 

Brett of the US Army; Military magazine; 2006; Editor 

23. Search for/find/documentation of the missing town of Washington Court House, AL; Univ. of S. 

Alabama Archaeology Dept. (USAAD); 2007; Bonnie Gums; (TEC (The Explorers Club) Flag #24) 

24. Search for the grave of Judge Harry Toulmin, near Milry, AL; USAAD; 2008; Bonnie Gums 

25. Aviation Archaeology Search and research (AAS) for missing TEC Medalist Steve Fossett and his 

Bellanca; SW Nevada; Ad hoc group formed by members of The Explorers Club; 2008; Robert E. 

Hyman 

26. AAS for P-51-D of WW II WASP Gertrude Tompkins in Santa Monica Bay, CA; Missing Aircraft 

Search Team (MAST); 2009; Robert E. Hyman, L. M. Toulmin 

27. AAS for N2700Q near Sedona, AZ; MAST; 2009; Chris Killian 

28. AAS for F9F USMC Cougar in Flathead Lake, MT; MAST; 2010; L. M. Toulmin 

29. AAS for N222TB in Oregon; MAST and Portland Police Bureau; 2010; Sheriff Tim Evinger 

30. !!{ ŦƻǊ bсрлw± ƛƴ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴȅƻƴΣ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΤ a!{¢Σ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻŎƻƴƛƴƻ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 

Office; 2011; Chris Killian  

31. Search for missing Canadians Albert & Rita Chretien in NV, OR and WA; MAST & Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police; 2011; Sheriff Tim Evinger 

32. AAS for N174BH near Lake Superior, MN; MAST and St. Louis MN SAR team; 2012; L. M. Toulmin 

33. Search for Revolutionary Plantation & Battlefield of Gen. Andrew Williamson and writing his first 

biography; SC Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology (SCIAA) & Royal Geographical Society; 

2012; Dr. Jonathan Leader, SC State Archaeologist (TEC Flag #132) 

34. AAS for 1958 MK-15 H-bomb of B-47 USAF Stratojet near Tybee Island, GA; MAST; 2012; L. M. 

Toulmin 

35. AAS for N26837 in Mt. Antelope Refuge, OR; MAST and Oregon State Police; 2012; Sheriff Tim 

Evinger  

36. Search for the Site of the 1813 Battle of the Burnt Corn, AL; USAAD; 2012; Dr. Greg Waselkov 

37. Search for the Site of Fort Claiborne, AL; USAAD; 2012; Dr. Greg Waselkov 

38. Documentation of crashed F41-U Corsair of Lt. John E. Date, Jr., USMC on N. Ambae, New 

Hebrides (now the Republic of Vanuatu), and Pig-killing chief promotion ritual ceremony on E. 

Ambae; 2013; L. M. Toulmin (TEC Flag #101) 

39. Interviewing the youngest land divers in Vanuatu, on Pentecost island; Island Life; 2013; L. M. 

Toulmin 

40. Wala Island, Vanuatu ς ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ά.ŀƭƛ IŀƛέΚΤ Island Life; 2013; L. M. Toulmin 

41. Documenting the tribe that worships Prince Philip as a god, on Tanna island, Vanuatu; 

Montgomery Sentinel; 2014; L. M. Toulmin 

42. {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ ά{ƛƭƪ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΣέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ bΦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

Malaysia; Montgomery Sentinel; 2014; L. M. Toulmin 

43. Documenting the John Frum cargo cult, Tanna island, Vanuatu; Montgomery Sentinel; 2014; L. 

M. Toulmin 

44. AAS for N222TB, Oregon coast (part 2); MAST and the BBC; 2015; L. M. Toulmin 

45. Documentation of the Female Chiefs of Vanuatu; Asia-Pacific Journal of Research; 2016; L. M. 

Toulmin; (TEC Flag #101) 

46. Geo-location of Buddha Cave of Jim Thompson; N. Central Thailand; Journal of Spelean History; 

2016; L. M. Toulmin 
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47. Search for missing biologist άCƻǊŜǎǘέ Dŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΣ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΤ 

Family request; 2016; L. M. Toulmin 

48. Excavating Old Colonial Mobile (1702-1712), AL; USAAD; 2016; Dr. Greg Waselkov 

49. Archaeological excavations of sites possibly related to the disappearance of Amelia Earhart, 

Nikumaroro island, Republic of Kiribati; MAST, National Geographic Society, TIGHAR; 2017; Dr. 

Tom King 

50. Archaeological excavation of pre-historic Native American canal, Orange Beach, AL; USAAD; 

2018; Dr. Greg Waselkov 

51. Excavation, archaeological lab work, historical & genealogical analysis of Old St. Stephens, AL 

(former Territorial Capital); USAAD; 2018-9; George Shorter (TEC Flag #25)  

52. AAS for missing aircraft C-FESN, NE of Revelstoke, BC; 2018; MAST; L. M. Toulmin 

53. Research re 1944 WW II disappearance case of UC-64 Norseman US Army Air Force a/c with 

band leader Glenn Miller on board, in the English Channel; TIGHAR; 2018; Ric Gillespie 

54. Search (part 2) for Revolutionary Plantation & Battlefield of Gen. Andrew Williamson; 2019; ad 

hoc group of archaeologists and historians; L. M. Toulmin 

55. !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƭŀō ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴέ ƻŦ Wƻǎƛŀh Henson (the biography and 

άōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊέύΣ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ a5Τ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tŀǊƪǎ 

Archaeology Division; 2019; Heather Bouslog 

56. Excavation, search and genealogical analysis re the missing monastery of King St. Oswald on the 

Holy Island of Lindisfarne, Northumberland, England; DigVentures & Durham University 

Archaeology Dept.; 2019; Johanna Ungemach & Dr. David Petts (TEC Flag #50) 

57. Excavation and genealogical/historical research on the Henson clan, including Rev. Josiah 

Henson and explorer Matthew Alexander Henson; 2020-2021; (TEC Flag #50) 

 

PLANNED AND ANTICIPATED EXPEDITIONS: 

 

58. Excavation of Sudeley Castle, Gloucestershire, England and search for the missing banqueting 

hall of Queen Elizabeth I; DigVentures; postponed due to Covid; TEC Flag authorized; possible 

for fall 2021 

59. 9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ {ƘŜǊǿƻƻŘ CƻǊŜǎǘΣ bƻǘǘƛƴƎƘŀƳǎƘƛǊŜΣ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΤ aŜǊŎƛŀƴ 

Archaeological Services; postponed due to Covid; TEC Flag authorized; now scheduled for 

summer 2021  

60. Excavation of the first Roman settlement north of the Humber River, East Yorkshire, England; 

DigVentures, scheduled for summer 2021; TEC Flag applied for 

61. Excavation and search for the missing monastery of King St. Oswald on the Holy Island of 

Lindisfarne, Northumberland, England; DigVentures & Durham University Archaeology Dept.; 

follow-up to previous 2019 Flag expedition; scheduled for summer of 2021, TEC Flag applied for 

62. 9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

tentatively scheduled for October 2021 

63. Search ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǎ ŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ 

for November 2021 

64. 9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ aƛƴŜǎΣ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΤ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнмΦ  

 



37 
 

Appendix 7 

Biography of the Author 

 
[ƭŜǿŜƭƭȅƴ ά[Ŝǿέ ¢ƻǳƭƳƛƴ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ tƘ5 ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

in Washington, DC, an MPA from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University, and a BA in sociology, 

anthropology and political science from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida.  He worked for over 39 

years in 30 developing countries and the US in public administration reform, telecommunications policy 

and management analysis, and traveled to 147 of the 196 countries on Earth.   

Lew has twenty years of experience in genealogy, is a member of over 40 genealogical and lineage 

societies, and was the President of the Hereditary Order of the Families of the Presidents and First 

Ladies of America, and Governor-General of the Hereditary Order of the Descendants of the Loyalists 

and Patriots of the American Revolution.  He has published in various professional and academic 

journals in the areas of history, genealogy, exploration, emergency management and public 

administration, and is the author of the non-fiction book The Most Traveled Man on Earth.  He served 

for 17 years as the travel/adventure/exploration editor and columnist for The Montgomery Sentinel, for 

10 years as the cruise columnist for International Travel News, and has just been appointed the travel 

columnist for Montgomery Community Media. 

He is a Fellow of The Explorers Club, and has carried the Flag of the Explorers Club seven times in 

expeditions in archaeology and anthropology to Vanuatu, England, Alabama, Maryland and South 

Carolina, and led or participated in various other archaeological expeditions to Thailand, Malaysia, 

Kiribati, Vanuatu, Honduras and numerous US states.  Many of his expeditions have involved 

genealogical and historical research.  He is the research director of the private Missing Aircraft Search 

Team, a Knight of the Sovereign and Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (the modern Knights 

Templar), a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, and a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society.  He 

volunteers at the University of South Alabama Archaeology Lab and at the Montgomery Parks 

Archaeology Division, and has worked on cleaning and sorting artifacts from the Josiah Henson house 

site.  He holds certificates in field archaeology and forensic anthropology. 

Lew is a great admirer of explorer Matthew Alexander Henson and Reverend Josiah Henson.   

[ŜǿΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ www.themosttraveled.com, and on that site ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ά!ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅέ 

provides popular and academic articles he has writteƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ άbŜǿ [ŀƴŘ 

!ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άCƛƴŘƛƴƎ [ƻǎǘ !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ 

 

  

http://www.themosttraveled.com/
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Appendix 8 

Acceptance of the Henson Research Report by the NEHGS 
(The NEHGS is the most prestigious and well-regarded genealogical research society in the US.) 
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Appendix 9 

Two Draft Articles for  
Montgomery Community Media 

 

Below are two articles that have been drafted for submission to Montgomery Community 

Media (MCM), a media organization which provides news, columns, blogs and community TV 

programming for Montgomery County, Maryland.  These two columns will be the first columns 

in an anticipated on-going series called άTravel Talesέ for the media outlet.   
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Travel Tales 

New Josiah Henson Slavery Museum  

Opens in Montgomery County! 

 
by Lew Toulmin 

1 May 2021 

 

After several months of delay due to the Covid pandemic, the brand-new Josiah Henson 

Museum in north Bethesda has just opened to the public.  It is definitely worth a visit!  The 

Museum tells the story of one of the most astounding and consequential persons to ever live in 

Montgomery County.   

Josiah Henson was born into slavery in the last years of the 1700s in Charles County, Maryland.  

He was sold at age nine and sent to a plantation in Montgomery County.  At first he obediently 

served his master, Isaac Riley, and gradually became a trusted household member.  This 

situation continued for more than two decades, ǳƴǘƛƭ wƛƭŜȅ ǎŜƴǘ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ άŘƻǿƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊέ ǘƻ another Riley family plantation in Kentucky.  Henson was appalled at conditions in 

the South, which were even worse than he had experienced in Maryland.  Henson tried to buy 

his freedom, but was tricked by Riley and remained enslaved.    

In 1830, Josiah Henson and his wife Charlotte and four children escaped from Kentucky, walked 

600 miles though dangerous country to freedom in Canada, with Henson carrying two toddlers 

on his back the whole way.  They braved vicious slave catchers and almost starved to death on 

their incredible journey.  

According to the Museum Site Manager Mark Thorne, Henson ƭŀǘŜǊ άǎerved as a Conductor on 

the Underground Railroad and brought 118 slaves to freedom.έ  In 1849 Henson wrote his 

autobiography, which described the terrible realities of slavery in Maryland and Kentucky.  This 

non-fiction work was a major source for Harriet Beecher Stowe in 1852, in writing her classic 

¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ.  Her best-selling novel (the most popular book in America at the time, after 

the Bible) was credited by President Lincoln with helping to trigger the Civil War and end 

slavery.  When pro-slavery advocates protested that the treatment of slaves shown in {ǘƻǿŜΩǎ 

novel was too ƘŀǊǎƘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ autobiography as a major source, in her 

1853 publication The Keȅ ǘƻ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ.   

In Ontario Henson founded a town, learned to read, became a Methodist minister, served as an 

officer in the Canadian Army militia, captured a rebel ship, traveled to England to exhibit his 

lumbermill products at the Great Exhibition of 1851 (where he was the only black exhibitor), 

and met three times with Queen Victoria! 
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The Henson plantation site here in Montgomery County is the only remaining place in the 

United States where a Henson structure can be visited by the public.  The site is on the National 

Register of Historic PlacesΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ.  According 

to Cassandra Michaud, ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŜƴǎƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

Civil War, 30 to 40 percent oŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ residents were ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  

A visit to the Museum starts by registering ahead of time for a timed tour.  After parking at the 

Kennedy/Shriver Aquatic Center and walking across the street to 11410 Old Georgetown Road, 

you will view an engaging 12-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀōƻǳǘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ.  Then you walk a few 

yards to the Riley/Henson house, where well-done exhibits, sketches and artifacts fill in 

IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ achievements.  The climax is the adjacent tiny log kitchen, where Henson was 

sometimes forced to sleep on the floor.  Incredibly, Montgomery Parks archaeologists and 

volunteers have been able to find the actual dirt floor where Henson slept ς and where he rose 

up to help end slavery in America.  

For information on timed reservations, see: https://www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-

trails/josiah-henson-park/   Adult admission is $5, seniors and children 6-17 is $4.  

***  

Words in story above:  588 

***  

Lew Toulmin, PhD, FRGS, is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and of The Explorers 

Club.  He has worked in 30 developing countries and traveled to мпр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ мфс ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

He and his wife Susan live in Silver Spring.    

***  

Photos (all credit to Lew Toulmin) 

1. Plaques around the grounds of the Museum show the conditions of enslaved persons in 

Maryland at the time.  Henson stated in his autobiography thatΣ ά¢Ŝƴ ƻǊ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΧǿŜǊŜ ƘǳŘŘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƭƛƪŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜp on dirt 

floors.   

2. The log slave kitchen/cabin (right), the white Riley House (center) and the modern 

Josiah Henson Museum and welcome center (far left). 

3. Map showing the dangerous 600-mile escape route that the Henson family walked in 

1830, from Kentucky to Canada, to escape to freedom. 

4. ¢ƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ά/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƳǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

first black person to be so honored in Canada. 

https://www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/josiah-henson-park/
https://www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/josiah-henson-park/
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5. Museum exhibits show how the heroic life of Reverend Josiah Henson and the 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳέ ǿŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƻǊȅ ǘŜǊƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ by proponents of 

Jim Crow.    

6. Reverend Josiah Henson was received by Queen Victoria and met her three times in all.  

7. At age 20, Josiah Henson was viciously beaten by a white overseer in Montgomery 

County, was permanently injured, and was never able to raise his arms above his 

shoulders again.  Despite this, he carried his two toddlers on his back 600 miles to 

freedom.  

8. Informative placards and displays in the Museum show the life story of Josiah Henson.  

Here a display shows Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Philp, and President and Mrs. Obama at 

Buckingham Palace, examining mementos and records of WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

Queen Victoria.  

9. Henson Museum Historic Site Manager Mark Thorne stands in front of the Josiah 

Henson log kitchen and slave cabin.  This cabin was rebuilt in the 1850s on the site of 

the original Henson-era kitchen.  Henson was sometimes forced to sleep on the άŘƛǊǘȅΣ 

ǎƳŜƭƭȅέ ŘƛǊǘ Ŧloor of the log kitchen, and archaeologists recently uncovered that actual 

floor.  

10. Portrait of Reverend Josiah Henson (c. 1796 ς 1883) and his signature. 

 

#end# 
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Travel Tales 

The Henson Clan and The Explorers Club 

by Lew Toulmin 

8 May 2021 

Last week I described the astounding life of Josiah Henson, and the new Montgomery County 

Parks Museum that has just opened in his honor.  This week I will tell you how I got involved in 

his story, researched his family and possible links to explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, and 

how all this relates to the famous Explorers Club. 

I have always been interested in history and archaeology, and so I naturally started 

volunteering at the Archaeology Laboratory of the Montgomery County Parks at Needwood 

Mansion.  There, while cleaning artifacts from the Henson site, I learned that the Josiah Henson 

Museum would be opening soon.  Since I am a Fellow of The Explorers Club and know that 

explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, co-discoverer of the North Pole, was the first black 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΣ L ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 

IŜƴǎƻƴΚέ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀ aƛŎƘŀǳŘ ŀƴŘ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ .ƻǳǎƭƻƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻgists 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿŀǎΣ ά²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  bƻōƻŘȅ ƪƴƻǿǎΗέ   

As a semi-pro genealogist, my eyes lit up.  A puzzle to be solved!  I resolved to research this 

question, and quickly discovered that no-one had scientifically studied the genealogy of the 

Henson clan.  It was known that both men were born in Charles County, Maryland, and while 

ǘƘŜ ¦{ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƪŜǇǘƛŎŀƭΦ  

DƛƎƎƛƴƎ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ discover a possible (but not yet proven) link 

between Matthew Henson and Josiah, through the previously unknown Paul Henson, the 

asserted brother of Josiah and the reported father of Lemuel Henson -- the proven father of 

Matthew Henson.   

Excited ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎΦ L proved seven lines of 

descent from Josiah Henson down to the present; estimated WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

1796 and 1799 (later than asserted previously); proved that one of the toddlers on WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ 

during the famous 1830 escape was a girl, contrary to previous biographŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ 

four escaping children were boys; proved a link from Matthew down to James Henson, a 

ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘέ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΤ ŀnd largely proved a descent from 

Matthew Henson down to Taraji Henson, the lead in the film άIƛŘŘŜƴ CƛƎǳǊŜǎΦέ  I also 

developed a better timeline for the confusing early years of Matthew Henson.  I wrote a 134-

page report on my findings (available free at LewToulmin@aol.com).   

All this work was part of an Explorers Club Flag Expedition.  The Club was founded in 1904 and 

members were first to the North and South Poles, first to the summit of Mt. Everest, first to the 

mailto:LewToulmin@aol.com
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ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ƻŎŜŀƴ ŘŜǇǘƘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴΦ  aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ άŎŀǊǊy the 

CƭŀƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō ƻƴ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ   

I applied, and was approved to carry Flag #50 of the Club in an archaeological and genealogical 

effort to research the Henson clan.  The archaeological part was to try to find the missing slave 

quarters on the Riley/Henson plantation site, but this effort was thwarted by Covid.  The 

genealogical part was quite successful, however.  I was proud to carry Flag #50, since it had 

been into space with Virgin Galactic and had been around the world in the first solar-powered 

airplane flight.     

But since there is still archaeological work to do, and I am now hooked on the genealogy of this 

famous clan, I think there is another Henson Expedition in my future!  

   

***  

Words in story above:  582 

***  

Lew Toulmin, PhD, FRGS, is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and of The Explorers 

/ƭǳōΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ол ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ мпр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ мфс ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

He and his wife Susan live in Silver Spring.    

***  

Photos (all credit to Lew Toulmin) 

A. Sketch of Josiah Henson carrying two toddlers on his back for 600 miles to freedom, with 

his wife Charlotte ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ that 

one of the toddlers was a girl, contrary to earlier biographers who asserted that all four 

children were boys. 

B. Explorer Matthew Alexander Henson was the first man to the North Pole by 45 minutes, 

inadvertently beating his co-discoverer Captain Robert Peary.  Henson was later honored 

by becoming the first black member of The Explorers Club, an organization which has 

included most of the American astronauts, Sir Edmund Hillary, Charles Lindbergh, Thor 

Heyerdahl, Roy Chapman Andrews (the inspiration for LƴŘƛŀƴŀ WƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ άwŀƛŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

[ƻǎǘ !ǊƪέύΣ President Theodore Roosevelt, film-maker James Cameron, Prince Albert of 

Monaco, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, etc. 

C. Notional view of the Riley plantation during the Josiah Henson period.  Note the Riley 

IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎκǎƭŀǾŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƛǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ  ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 

thŜ ƴŜǿΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƳǳǎŜǳƳκǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ ǎƘŜŘΣ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ house 

and slave quarters in the rear of the property have not yet been found.  

D. Author Lew Toulmin holds the logo of the Henson expedition, and Flag #50 of The 

Explorers Club, which has been into space and around the world on the first solar-
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powered flight.  He stands beside an image of Rev. Josiah Henson, on the west side of the 

new Henson Museum in north Bethesda on Old Georgetown Road. 

E. Greenland stamp showing Matthew Alexander Henson, co-discoverer of the North Pole 

and first person to the Pole ς by 45 minutes.  He was scouting ahead of the main party 

under Capt. Robert Peary, and inadvertently beat Peary to the Pole! 

F. Montgomery County Parks has undertaken extensive excavations inside the historic 

kitchen/slave hut-cabin, and has found the floor level (about three feet below present 

ground level, in front of the fireplaceύ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ 

time.  However, the cluster of slave cabins behind the main house, where Henson actually 

lived most of the time, has yet to be found ς more work for archaeologists and volunteers.    

 

#end# 
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Appendix 10 

First-Ever Genealogical Research Report on the Henson Clan 

 
Below is the final genealogical report on the Henson clan, developed by the author.  This report was 

made available in a separate, stand-alone form to various genealogical repositories, as described earlier 

in this expedition report.  It can be downloaded gratis in this form from Academia.edu, or by request 

from LewToulmin@aol.com,  and will be available for free download on my website 

www.themosttraveled.com in late 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:LewToulmin@aol.com
http://www.themosttraveled.com/
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Explorer Matthew Alexander Henson 
 
 

by  

[ƭŜǿŜƭƭȅƴ άLewέ Toulmin, PhD, FRGS, FRSA, Cb Ψлп 

Silver Spring, Montgomery County, Maryland 

February 2021 

 

 

 

 

           

                       Reverend Josiah Henson                       Explorer Matthew Alexander Henson 
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Executive Summary 

This report provides the first ever intensive genealogical examination of the Henson clan, focused on 

Reverend Josiah Henson and explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, and their possible relations and 

provable descents.  Highlights of this report include the following: 

¶ Presenting and proving a relationship ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘ of 

Alexandria, Virginia,έ James E. Henson, Sr., back to explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, the co-

discoverer of the North Pole.  This relation is: James is the half-grandnephew of Matthew.  

¶ Identifying the previously unknown first wife (Mary Claire, later Washington) ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ 

Lemuel Henson, and identifying the likely correct (and previously unidentified) family for Matthew 

when he was a child in the key 1870 US Census for Nanjemoy, Charles County, Maryland. 

¶ Presenting and partially proving a relationship from a famous modern actress, Taraji P. Henson, back 

to Matthew Alexander Henson; namely: Taraji may well be the great-great-grand niece of Matthew.  

¶ Documenting two descents from siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson to the near present in the 

US, and correcting an apparent error in one of these previously asserted descent lines. 

¶ Discovering a mysterious possible (but not proven) and previously unknown child and descent in the 

US from Matthew Alexander Henson and his first wife Eva Flint ς a marriage thought to be childless.   

¶ Proposing a new timeline for the confusing early years of Matthew Henson, identifying a likely new 

birth date for him, and proposing that he ran away to sea later than asserted in some biographies. 

¶ Identifying a possible (but unproven) link from Matthew Alexander Henson up to Reverend Josiah 

Henson via the previously unknown Paul Henson, asserted brother of Rev. Josiah Henson and 

asserted father of Lemuel Henson (who was the proven father of Matthew Alexander Henson). 

¶ Analyzing the destination in the South to which Reverend WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ŧŀǘher was tragically άǎƻƭŘ 

down the river,έ and showing that it is unlikely that he was actually sent to Alabama, as stated by 

Reverend Henson in his autobiographies, and as asserted by his biographers.  

¶ Providing fuller genealogical documentation for the parents, siblings, wives and children of 

Reverend Henson, and estimating his birth year as between 1796 and 1799. 

¶ Showing that bŀƴŎȅ ά.ǳǊŦƻǊŘέ ǿŀǎ not the second wife of Rev. Josiah Henson, as asserted in some 

on-line family trees.  The Burfords are proven to be an entirely separate, white, family. 

¶ Developing a reasonable scenario for the mysterious appearance of three Tituses in Rev. IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ 

household in Dawn, Ontario in 1871.  This is that they are Lucinda Gamble Titus, daughter of Nancy 

(wife of Rev. Hensƻƴύ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ WŀƳŜǎ ¢ƛǘǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎƛƴŘŀΩǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ ¢ƛǘǳǎΦ    

¶ Showing that: of the four children on the famous 1830 escape, at least one carried on IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ back 

was a female toddler, likely Celia, contrary to assertions that the children were all male; the escape 

lasted exactly 41 days; and the family achieved an amazing average mileage of 14.6 to 16.2 miles per 

day, or more than the 8-13 miles per day of US Army troops marching in the Civil War!   

¶ Providing seven detailed, new, expanded or better documented descents from Reverend Henson, 

via his son Tom, son Josiah, son Isaac, daughter Elizabeth (two descents), and his probable brother 

James, down to the present or near-present.  

¶ Providing over a dozen Henson family tree charts illustrating the report findings and showing large 

asserted family trees compiled by Henson clan members.  

¶ Supplying hundreds of detailed proof items to support the genealogical assertions made.    

¶ Estimating that the descendants of Josiah IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ alive today, number in the thousands. 
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Introduction and Overview 

The Henson family is a fascinating and very important family in US and Canadian history.  The family 

includes Reverend Josiah Henson, a man born enslaved who escaped with his family to Canada and 

wrote an autobiography which helped to spark the Civil War and end slavery;  Matthew Alexander 

Henson, the first man to the North Pole; James E. Henson, Sr, a modern distinguished attorney and 

ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘΣέ and Taraji P. Henson, a well-known film star, among others.   

Researching the genealogy of such a family is a pleasure, but is also challenging, due to the difficulties of 

finding early documentary records for African-Americans during the slavery period and even afterwards.  

Because of the challenges encountered, this can only be considered a preliminary report, since some 

linkages were not provable to high genealogical standards with records available on-line.  (Research was 

also hampered by the closure of virtually all libraries, courthouses and Family Research Centers, due to 

the Covid 19 crisis.)  It is hoped that future research, documentation, DNA evidence and other items 

may fill in the remaining gaps in this report.  Corrections, comments and additions are welcome.   

Also, this report only analyzes a segment of the enormous Henson family genealogy.  Various Henson 

family charts (see Appendix B) shows scores of individuals arranged in numerous lines.  Only some of 

these lines are documented or expanded here.  And a section below calculates that possibly thousands 

ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ς only some of these persons are 

covered in this report. 

The major contributions of this report are as follows: 

¶ Presenting and proving a line from a modern distinguished attorney ŀƴŘ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘ of 

Alexandria, Virginiaέ ς James E. Henson, Sr. -- back to explorer Matthew Alexander Henson. 

¶ IŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ [ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴ, and 

identifying the likely correct (and previously unidentified) family for Matthew when he was a 

child in the crucial 1870 US Census for Nanjemoy, Charles Co., Maryland. 

¶ Presenting and partially proving a line from a famous modern actress ς Taraji P. Henson -- back 

to Matthew Alexander Henson. 

¶ Documenting two descents from siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson to the near present, 

and correcting an apparent error in one of these previously asserted descent lines. 

¶ Discovering a mysterious possible (but not proven) and previously unknown descent from 

Matthew Henson in the US, involving his first wife Eva Flint  ς a marriage thought to be childless.   

¶ Proposing a new timeline for the confusing early years of Matthew Henson. 

¶ Identifying a possible (but unproven) link from Matthew Henson up to Reverend Josiah Henson. 

¶ Analyzing genealogical challenges re MatthewΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ [ŜƳǳŜl, and the common but likely error 

of identifying carpenter Lemuel Henson of Washington, DC as the father of Matthew. 

¶ Analyzing the destination in the South to which Reverend WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ tragically 

άǎƻƭŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊέ ς and showing that Alabama was not a likely destination. 

¶ Providing fuller genealogical documentation for the parents, siblings, wives and children of 

Reverend Henson, and for his dates. 

¶ Showing that bŀƴŎȅ ά.ǳǊŦƻǊŘέ ǿŀǎ not the name of the second wife of Josiah Henson. 
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¶ Developing a reasonable scenario for the mysterious appearance of three Tituses in Rev. 

IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ 5ŀǿƴ ƛƴ мутмΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ [ǳŎƛƴŘŀ DŀƳōƭŜ ¢ƛǘǳǎΣ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

Nancy (wife of Rev. Henson) who had marrƛŜŘ WŀƳŜǎ ¢ƛǘǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎƛƴŘŀΩǎ ǘǿƻ Titus children.     

¶ Analyzing which four children of Rev. Henson were on the famous escape from Kentucky to 

Canada in 1830, calculating exactly how many days the escape lasted, and what the impressive 

daily mileage achieved was in this incredibly difficult and dangerous journey. 

¶ Providing seven detailed, new, expanded or better documented descents from Reverend 

Henson, via his son Tom, son Josiah, son Isaac, daughter Elizabeth (two descents), and his 

probable brother James.  

¶ Supplying hundreds of detailed proof items to support the genealogical assertions made 

throughout the report.   

¶ Providing an estimate of how many descendants of Josiah IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ are alive today ς 

probably in the thousands. 

In the analyses below, the most important items are the proven linkages between one generation and 

another, and the proven marriage/liaison linkage between the asserted parents of a child.  Dates and 

locations of birth, death and marriage are also important, but it is understandable that in difficult 

circumstances and early periods not all dates and locations may be exact or even available.   

If a key linkage is deemed to be weak in terms of proof, then a NOTE (in bold type) will be inserted.  

Such a note does not necessarily mean that the link did not exist, it may just mean that at present, 

insufficient proof (paper trail, testimony, affidavit, DNA, etc.) has been amassed to make a confident 

assertion.  If no NOTE is inserted, then the linkage and assertions are deemed to be at least reasonably 

proven, and if numerous overlapping and confirming proofs are present, then the assertion can be 

judged by the reader to be confirmed to a high standard of proof.  The most important linkage points in 

each bullet point set of evidentiary items are underlined. 

Most genealogical articles and report only cite sources briefly, and do not list all the information 

provided by each source.  Here, since the tracing of the links, dates, places, etc. is challenging, all the 

relevant information provided by each source is shown, so that the reader can see and evaluate the 

quality of the information and does not have to obtain the original sources.  Biographical information 

(e.g. occupation, income, religion) obtained from the sources is presented here, for interest but also 

because such items can also help establish proof of linkages.  (For example, if John Smith is, say, a 

carpenter and a Wesleyan Methodist in Record A and also in Record B, then the chances that the two 

Records point to the same John Smith are markedly increased.)  

The primary site for obtaining the original sources in this report is Ancestry.com, unless otherwise 

specified.  This source has dramatically improved in scope and depth over the last decade, but of course 

is not truly comprehensive.  

Abbreviations used in this report include the following: 

a.k.a. also known as              abt. about 
aft. after               b.  born 
bef. before     c. circa 
d.  died     n.d. no date 
? unreadable or unclear original document or transcription. 
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Dedication 

This report is dedicated to James E. Henson, Sr., Esq. of Alexandria, Virginia, who greatly assisted in 

proving his line to Matthew Alexander Henson and providing a possible linkage to Rev. Josiah Henson.  

aǊΦ IŜƴǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘέ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀndria, Virginia and had a long and distinguished 

career in the US Air Force and as a human rights attorney.  Sadly, he died in December, 2020, as this 

report was being completed.  But his life was a testament to the strength and accomplishments of the 

Henson clan.  
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Sections of this Report 

This report has the following sections, proceeding back in time (like most genealogical analyses):  

¶ Relationship of James E. Henson, Sr. to Matthew Alexander Henson 

¶ Relationship of Taraji P. Henson to Matthew Alexander Henson 

¶ Genealogical Timeline for Matthew Henson 

¶ A Possible Descent in the US from Matthew Alexander Henson 

¶ Descents in the US from Siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson 

¶ Challenges in Tracing Lemuel Henson 

¶ Relationship of Matthew Alexander Henson to Josiah Henson 

¶ Parents, Dates, Escape Analysis, Siblings, Wives and Children of Josiah Henson 

¶ Which Children Were on the Escape to Canada? 

¶ ²ƘŜǊŜ ²ŀǎ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ CŀǘƘŜǊ {ŜƴǘΚ 

¶ A Descent from Josiah Henson via Thomas Henson to the Palmer Family 

¶ A New Descent from James Henson, Probable Brother of Josiah Henson, to the Barnes Family 

¶ Documenting a Known Descent from Josiah Henson via the Nevels-Cobb Line 

¶ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ 5ŜǎŎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ  
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¶ A Descent from Josiah Henson via Elizabeth Henson Thomas to the Dixon Family 

¶ A Descent from Rev. Henson via Isaac Henson to Harold Henson 

¶ A New Descent from Rev. Josiah Henson via son Josiah to the Hicks Family 

¶ How Many Hensons? 

¶ Biographical Information on the Author 

¶ Annex A: Selected Original Documents relating to Matthew Henson and The Explorers Club 

¶ Annex B: Various Henson Family Trees 

¶ Annex C: Affidavit by William A. Diggs, 1988 

¶ Annex D: Will of Rev. Josiah Henson 

¶ Annex E: Story about the Henson Canadian Stamp and Family. 

 

Relationship of James E. Henson, Sr. to Matthew Alexander Henson 

This section links diǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣέ WŀƳŜǎ 9ƭƭƛǎ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ {ǊΦΣ 9ǎǉΦΣ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 

Alexander Henson.  James Henson attended events commemorating 

Matthew Alexander Henson, and traveled to remote parts of northern 

DǊŜŜƴƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  

Assertion:  James Ellis Henson, Sr., Esq. was born 23 October 1936 in 

Alexandria, VA in Alexandria Hospital and married to Elsie Ardene Valentine 

Henson.  He died 13 December 2020 in Alexandria, Virginia. He had 

numerous living descendants including various great-grandchildren, and 

even two great-great-grandchildren!  

Proofs:  

¶ Alexandria VA birth record, certificate number 1936037650, shows that James E. Henson was 

born 23 October 1936 in Alexandria Hospital όά±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ .ƛǊǘƘ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ мфмн-2015, Delayed Birth 

wŜŎƻǊŘǎέύΦ   

¶ Alexandria VA Marriage Records show James E. Henson, 20, son of Clarence McGuire and 

Catherine Henson, marrying on 8 May 1957 to Mellinee D. Rust, 17, daughter of Louis C. Turner 

and Bertha Rust.  

¶ US Public Records Index, 1950-93, Vol. 1 shows James E. Henson residing in Ellicott City, MD in 

1995, with birth year of 1936. 

¶ Ibid., showing Henson living in Alexandria, VA in 1990, with birth year of 1936. 

¶ In ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΥ WŀƳŜǎ IŜƴǎƻƴΣέ ŀǘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ[ŜƎŜƴŘǎΦƻǊƎΣ нлмфΣ IŜƴǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ 

the birth location and names of his ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ 

household.έ 

¶ Statement of James E. Henson, Sr. in phone interviews with Lew Toulmin, May and July 2020, 

says that his parents were not married; and that he has numerous children, grandchildren, some 

great-grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren. 

¶ /ƘŀǊ aŎ/ŀǊƎƻ .ŀƘΣ ά{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ [ŀƴŘΥ WŀƳŜǎ 9Φ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ 9ǎǉΦΣέ Alexandria Gazette 

Packet, 2 July 2020, states that James E. Henson is married to Elsie Ardene Henson. 

James E. Henson, Sr. 
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¶ WŀŎǉǳŜǎ YŜƭƭȅΣ άWŀƳŜǎ 9Φ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ {ǊΦΣ wŜǘƛǊŜŘ IƻǿŀǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ /ƘƛŜŦΣ 5ƛŜǎΣέ 

The Baltimore Sun, 22 December 2020, online at: https://www.baltimoresun.com/obituaries/bs-

md-ob-james-henson-20201222-gzrwtaslfnbrnc2kr6n35sxgcu-story.html.  This story describes 

his career, family and desceƴŘŀƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ άƘƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ пп ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 9Φ !ǊŘŜƴŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΣέ ŀƴŘ άŀ 

son, James E. Henson, Jr. of Richmond, Virginia; five daughters, Kayla Henson, Deborah Henson 

and Sharon Henson of Alexandria, Valerie Henson-Ford of Arlington, Virginia and Nicole Walker 

of Grovetown, Georgia; and numerous grandchildren and great-ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  The article 

states that James was 84 when he died of congestive heart failure and cancer.  

Assertion: James Ellis Henson, Sr. was the child of Catherine Virginia Henson and Clarence McGuire, and 

ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΦ  Catherine Henson and Clarence McGuire had a liaison in 1934-6+. 

Proofs: 

¶ 1940 US Census, Alexandria VA, 1437 Duke St., Alexandria, shows CatherinŜ ±Φ άIŀƴǎƻƴΣέ ŀƎŜ 

31, single, b. in MD, cook and house maid, with 7th grade education; with married sister and 

ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ !ƎƴŜǎ aΦ .ŀǘŜǎΣ отΣ ŀƴŘ !ƎƴŜǎΩ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ WŀƳŜǎ 9Φ άIŀƴǎƻƴΣέ оΣ ŀƭƭ ōƭŀŎƪΦ 

Catherine worked 50 weeks in the previous year, earning $450. 

¶ 1920 US Census, Pomonkey, Charles Co., MD, shows CatheriƴŜ άIŀƴǎƻƴΣέ ŀƎŜ ммΣ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ a5Σ 

with sister Agnes, age 14, and brother Charles, age 8, all black. 

¶ Death certificate of Charles Ronald Henson at Alexandria Hospital, VA, age 1 year, 1 month and 

19 days, born 11/12/34, died 1/1/36 of pneumonia, male colored infant, father Clarence 

McGuire, born in Alexandria, VA and mother Catherine Henson (not McGuire), born in Charles 

Co., MD. 

¶ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘǎΧΣέ ƛōƛŘΦ  

¶ Statement of James E. Henson, Sr., ibid. 

¶ June 2020 phone call between Lew Toulmin and James E. Henson, Sr.; James stated that his 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ά±έ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ 

¶ WŀŎǉǳŜǎ YŜƭƭȅΣ ƛōƛŘΦΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ 9Φ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ aŎDǳƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 

Henson. 

Assertion: Catherine Virginia Henson was born 15 July 1908 in MD and died 24 September 1987 in 

Alexandria, VA or Ellicott City, MD.  Clarence McGuire was born 19 December 1904 in VA and died 19 

November 1968 in Alexandria, VA.  

Proofs: 

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007, Ancestry.com, death cert. no. 06728, 

shows Catherine V. Henson, b. 15 July 1908, d. 24 September 1987 

¶ Social Security Death Index shows Catherine V. Henson, b. 15 July 1908, d. 24 September 1987, 

last residence in Ellicott City, Howard Co., MD 

¶ Find-a-Grave shows headstone of Catherine V. Henson, b. 15 July 1908, d. 24 September 1987, 

ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΣ ±! 

¶ мфмл ¦{ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ !ƴƴŜ !ǊǳƴŘŜƭ /ƻΦΣ a5Σ ǎƘƻǿǎ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ά[έ όΚύ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ ŀƎŜ пΣ ōΦ ƛƴ a5Σ 

with both parents b. in MD, mulatto, grand-daughter of Elizabeth Henson, age 49, b. in MD, 

head of household, black, widowed, mother of 4 children with 3 of them living, with both 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/obituaries/bs-md-ob-james-henson-20201222-gzrwtaslfnbrnc2kr6n35sxgcu-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/obituaries/bs-md-ob-james-henson-20201222-gzrwtaslfnbrnc2kr6n35sxgcu-story.html
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parents b. in MD.  (NOTE: it is not clear if this is the correct family, since some elements do not 

match, and the actual migration path seems to be from Charles County to Alexandria.) 

¶ 1930 US Census for Baltimore, MD shows Catherine Henson, 23, married (?) at age 16, head of 

household, chambermaid, black, born in MD with both parents b. in MD; with two daughters: 

Dorothy Henson, 7, and Alene Henson, 2. (NOTE: it is not clear if this is the correct family since 

the migration path seems to be from Charles County to Alexandria.) 

¶ World War II Draft Card for Clarence McGuire shows b. 19 December 1904, black male, with 

sister Eleanor McGuire, with Clarence at 310 Woodson Court, Alexandria, VA. 

¶ Death Certificate for Clarence McGuire (no middle name) shows he was b. 19 December 1904 in 

VA and d. 19 November 1968 of cardiac arrest in Alexandria, VA, at Alexandria Hospital; was 

Negro, a wall scraper, never married, with parents Rubin McGuire and Susie Skelton. 

¶ 1940 and 1920 US Censuses, ibid. 

Assertion:  Catherine Virginia Henson and sister (Mary) Agnes Bates (b. 4 August 1905 in Charles Co., 

MD, d. 27 April 1995 in Alexandria, VA) were the daughters of Bailey Henson and his wife Marie Chase, 

who married in 1905. 

Proofs: 

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index, shows Mary Agnes Bates (also shown in the same 

record as a.k.a. Agnes Bates); black female, born 4 August 1905 in Charles Co., MD, died 27 April 

1995, with father Bailey Henson and mother Marie Chase. 

¶ Social Security Death Index, shows Agnes Bates, born 4 August 1905 in Charles Co., MD, died 27 

April 1995, with last residence in Alexandria, VA. 

¶ Find-a-Grave, shows Mary Agnes Bates, born 4 August 1905, died 27 April 1995, buried in St. 

aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΣ ±!. 

¶ 1940 and 1920 US Censuses, ibid. (showed that Agnes Bates was the sister of Catherine 

Henson). 

¶ Email from James E. Henson to Lew Toulmin, 17 May 2020, states that the children of Bailey 

IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ άaŀǊƛŀέ ǿŜǊŜ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ±Φ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ !ƎƴŜǎ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

the children of Bailey and a prior wife were Willie, George and Bernard Henson.  

Assertion:  Bailey Henson, born July 1857, also previously married (before 1890) to Rosena (Rose) 

Brown, and had a son Bernard Lemuel Henson, b. 14 February 1890 in Charles Co., MD, d. January 1938, 

and had other children, also.  Rosena died before 1900. 

Proofs: 

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows Bernard Lemuel Henson, b. 14 February 

1890 in Charles Co., MD, son of Bailey Henson and Rosena Brown; with the claim dated January 

1938.  (Note: this Bernard Lemuel Henson apparently ǿŜƴǘ ōȅ ά[ŜƳǳŜƭ όƻǊ [ŜƴǳŜƭύ IŜƴǎƻƴέ ŀǎ 

shown in the 1940 US Census for Kings, New YorkΣ ŀƎŜ рлΣ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ a5Σ ŎƭŜǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ !ǊƳȅ 

Supply Base, with wife Ida, 46, black, b. in Washington, DC; and also as shown by NYC Marriage 

Index 1866-мфотΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ά[ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴέ ƛǎ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ LŘŀ {Ŏƻǘǘ ƻƴ мм aŀȅ мфнмΣ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ 

21219.) 

¶ US Census for 1900 for Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD, shows Bailey Henson, age 42, black, farm 

laborer, widowed, born July 1857 in MD, can read and write; with sons Harry Henson, 16, 
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laborer; Tony Henson, 14, laborer (!);  Burnard [likely Bernard] Henson, 10, Willie [likely William] 

Henson, 8, Alphonga Henson, 6, and George Henson, 6. Everyone in the family was black, all 

born in MD with both parents b. in MD. 

¶ US Census for 1870 for NanƧŜƳƻȅΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻΦΣ a5 ǎƘƻǿǎ ά.Φ IŀƴǎƻƴΣέ όŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ .ŀƛƭŜȅ 

Henson) age 12, mulatto male, ōΦ ƛƴ a5Σ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ άIΦ !Φ IŀƴǎƻƴΣέ фΣ Ƴǳƭŀǘǘƻ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΤ 

ōƻǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ άIΦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣέ олΣ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΣ Ƴǳƭŀǘǘƻ ƳŀƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ άaΦ 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣέ онΣ Ƴǳƭŀǘǘƻ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ  

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007, shows Bailey Henson married to Rose 

Brown, with son George Walter Henson, black male, b. 7 April 1896, apparently in Charles Co., 

MD (transcription is unclear).  Record date is apparently September 1943, when George Walter 

Henson died or filed for benefits. 

Assertion:  Bailey Henson married (about 1905) also to Ann Marie Chase, b. c. 1872, and had children.  

Bailey likely died between 1910 and 1920, probably in Maryland. 

Proofs: 

¶ US Census for 1910 for Charles Co. MD, shows ά.ŀƭŜȅέ IŜƴǎƻƴ, 52 (son-in-law of head of 

household Fannie Chase).  He was b. in MD with both parents b. in MD, laborer, and married for 

the second time 5 years before the Census.  Fannie Chase is listed as a female mulatto, 78, 

widowed, with 10 children, of whom 2 are still alive, she was born in MD with both parents b. in 

MD.  Ann M. [Chase] Henson is listed as a daughter of Fannie Chase, and is a female mulatto, 38, 

(b. c. 1872) married for the first time 5 years before the Census, with 2 children of whom both 

are alive, b. in MD and with both parents b. in MD.   The two children of Ann and Bailey (Baley) 

are Virginia M. Henson, 7, and Margaret, 1.5, both mulatto grand-daughters of Fannie.  George 

Henson, 16, mulatto, laborer, is also listed in the household, and is evidently the same George 

Henson who was in this household in 1900Σ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ .ŀƛƭŜȅ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ wƻǎŜƴŀ άwƻǎŜέ 

Brown. 

¶ US Census for 1920 for Charles Co., MD, Marbury area, shows Mary C. Henson, 46, b. c. 1874 in 

MD, mulatto female, widowed, able to read and write, with both parents b. in MD.  She is listed 

as the mother-in-law of the head of this household, Robert Toyer (Foyer?), 33, black male. (If 

this is the correct Ann Mary Chase Henson, then this means that her husband Bailey Henson 

died between 1910 and 1920.  In any case, no plausible Bailey (or similar spellings) seems to 

show up in the 1920 Census, so it appears he is deceased by then.  The location that Mary C. 

IŜƴǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊōǳǊȅ ǘƻ aŀǎƻƴΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

15 miles NNE of the Nanjemoy, Charles County area.) 

Assertion:  Bailey Henson was the son of Lemuel Henson and [ŜƳǳŜƭΩǎ first wife, Mary Claire (Henson) 

(later Washington), and Lemuel was also the father of North Pole discoverer and explorer Matthew 

Alexander Henson by Caroline Waters.  Bailey and Matthew were therefore half-brothers.  Matthew was 

born 8 August 1866 (or 1865) in Charles Co., MD.  

Proofs: 

¶ Statement by James E. Henson, phone conversation with Lew Toulmin, May 2020, asserting that 

Bailey Henson and Matthew Alexander Henson were half-brothers. 
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¶ Matthew Alexander Henson, A Negro Explorer at the North Pole (New York: Frederick A. Stokes, 

1912), pp. xvii and 3 (obtained from the Gutenberg Project) states that he was born 8 August 

мусс ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ a5Σ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wƛǾŜǊΦέ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻk Dark Companion that 

Matthew co-wrote with Bradley Robinson ((USA: McBride and Co., 1947) p. 18), he states that 

his father was Lemuel Henson. (NOTE: elsewhere in this report it is discussed that the 1866 date 

may be 1865, not 1866.)  Dark Companion, ibid., and Maryann N. Weidt, Matthew Henson 

(Minneapolis: Hampton-Brown, 2002) p. 7, make it clear that both Matthew and his parents 

were born free, and lived a hard life as sharecroppers.  (Assuming this is true, and assuming that 

there is a genealogical connection between Matthew and Rev. Henson, it is not clear when and 

how the Hensons in that connection line were freed, since Rev. Henson and his family were of 

course enslaved.) 

¶ Affadavit dated 6 April 1988, signed by historian William A. Diggs, witnessed by Agnes Bates and 

Elsie A. Henson. (See the Annexes.) This sworn affidavit states that Diggs was b. 31 November 

1918 in Charles Co., MD, and ǘƘŀǘΣ ά!Ǌƻund 1934, I met with William Washington; I was a 

teenager and he was in his sixties. During discussions about his family, he told me that he and 

Bailey Henson were half- brothers. Also he said that Bailey Henson was a half-brother to 

Matthew Henson.έ 5ƛƎƎǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά[ŜƳǳŜƭΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŜΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 

Washington also told me the same thing, that Bailey Henson was their half-brother and that 

Bailey was the half-brother of Matthew HensonΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŀŦŦƛŘŀǾƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣ 

Lemuel, Willie, Thomas, James and Margaret Washington are the children of Mary Claire Henson 

WashingtonΦέ  Note that Agnes Bates is the woman listed earlier as the daughter of Bailey 

Henson and Marie Clair, and Agnes was born 4 August 1905 in Charles Co., MD, and died 27 

April 1995.  Hence she was alive and 82 at the time she signed the affidavit.  The William 

Washington who stated he was the half brother of Lemuel Henson is apparently the William 

Washington who is shown in the 1870 US Census for Cross Roads, Charles Co., MD as a 2 year 

ƻƭŘ Ƴǳƭŀǘǘƻ ƳŀƭŜΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ά²έ ŀƴŘ ά!έ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΤ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муул Census for Nanjemoy, Charles 

Co. as a 12 year old, son of Wesley Washington, 46, and Alberta, 41; and in the 1900 Census for 

Nanjemoy as b. in MD in March 1870Φ  hƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ǇŀƎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ [ŜƳǳŜƭ όƻǊ ά[ŀƳǳŜƭέύ 

Washington, b. in MD in September 1875, who is described in the affidavit as the half-brother of 

Matthew Henson.  Attorney James E. Henson, Sr. states that the Matthew Henson referred to in 

the affidavit was explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, and that historian Diggs understood that 

to be the correct reference. (Affidavit original in the possession of James E. Henson, Sr., copy 

provided to Lew Toulmin; emphasis added.) 

¶ Also on that same page in the 1900 US Census for Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD appears Mary 

Washington, 60, b. in 1840 (month is blank), widowed black female.  She is listed as having 17 

children (!), of whom 9 are living in 1900; and has the same listing with the same number of 

children (17 and 9) in the 1910 Census for Cross Roads, Charles County.  She appears again in 

the 1920 Census for Cross Roads, Charles County as Mary C. Washington, 82, widowed black 

female.  She is almost certainly the Mary Washington listed in the 1870 Census for Nanjemoy as 

άaΦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ онέ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ IΦ ƻǊ ά!Φ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴέ όƭƛƪŜƭȅ !ƭŜȄ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴύΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ chƛƭŘ ά.Φ 

IŀƴǎƻƴΣ мнΣέ όƭƛƪŜƭȅ .ŀƛƭŜȅ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜύΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǎ aŀǊȅ 

Washington in the 1880 Census for Nanjemoy as 40, black female, married to Alex Washington, 

43, with children including William, 11, Thomas, 9, Margaret, 7, and James, 2.  (This William is 

the person interviewed in the 1988 affidavit.) These latter children are all names mentioned in 
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the affidavit, all born between 1869 and 1878, and thus all feasible half-siblings of Matthew 

Alexander Henson.  Therefore, as shown by the affidavit, the link between the two families is 

very likely Mary Claire Henson Washington. The scenario is as follows: she was born circa 1838; 

married Lemuel Henson as his (previously unknown) first wife, when she was about 17, around 

1855; then had a son Bailey Henson by Lemuel about 1857/8, then divorced or separated from 

Lemuel soon thereafter, by 1861.  Then Mary had time to marry Alex Washington around 1864, 

and have a daughter (Jane Washington) by him in 1866. She then went on to have the 

Washington sons (listed previously) and Margaret, all mentioned in the affidavit as half-siblings 

of Matthew Henson. Meanwhile Lemuel, separated or divorced from Mary in about 1861, had 

time to move on to marry Caroline Waters in about муснΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ άwΦ IŜƴǎƻƴέ ƛƴ мусоΣ άaΦ 

IŜƴǎƻƴέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ IŜƴǎƻƴύ ƛƴ мусрΣ άaΦ IŜƴǎƻƴέ ƛƴ мустΣ ŀƴŘ ά9Φ IŜƴǎƻƴέ ƛƴ мусфΣ 

as recorded in the 1870 Census for Charles County.  Of course all this is a bit speculative, but it 

does fit the available facts.  

¶ The fact that Bailey Henson had a proven son Bernard Lemuel Henson, and that this person 

sometimes went by the name Lemuel (a fairly unusual name), is an indicator that this name 

might be a family name, honoring Lemuel Henson, possible father of Bailey Henson and possible 

grandfather of Bernard Lemuel Henson (and also father of Matthew Alexander Henson). 

¶ Lemuel Henson married for the third and last time to Nellie (no last name cited); this marriage 

occurred very shortly ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ άƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǿƻΣέ ƛƴ мусу όDark 

Companion, ibid., pp. 18-20).  

Note: the linkage above (Bailey to Matthew as half-brothers via father Lemuel Henson) could certainly 

use additional documentation, but the affidavit plays a key role in bridging the gap, and the line does 

seem to fit the facts.  The connection is therefore deemed proven to a reasonable if not high standard, 

given the challenges of research in this time and place.   

Assertions: Matthew Alexander Henson was born 8 August 1866 [but see later 

discussion] in Charles County, MD.  His parents were Lemuel Henson and Caroline 

Waters.  Matthew died 9 March 1955 in the Bronx, NY, and on 6 April 1988 was re-

buried at Arlington National Cemetery, in Arlington, VA.  He married first to Eva 

Helen Flint in April 1891 in Philadelphia, PA.  They divorced in 1897 with no certain 

issue. (But see the later section for a possible descent.)  Matthew had a liaison in 

1906 with the Inuit woman Akatingwah (no last name) in Greenland, and fathered 

a son Anaukaq Henson, his only proven child; this child has descendants still living 

in Greenland (hence these are the only proven direct descendants of Matthew).  

He married second to Lucy J. Ross (daughter of Mediator Ross and Susan 

Randolph) on 5 September 1907 in Manhattan, New York City.  She was born 

about 1880 (or 1883-4) in Maryland and died 12 March 1968 in Manhattan, 

NYC, without issue.  In April 1988 she was re-buried along with Matthew in Arlington National Cemetery.    

Proofs: 

¶ Matthew Alexander Henson, signed typewritten letter sent by him to the Secretary of The 

Explorers Club dated 1 December 1953, supplying membership information, states that 

IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ у !ǳƎǳǎǘ муссΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻΦΣ a5Φ  The address of 

Akatingway with Anaukaq 
Henson on her back 
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Henson on this letter is 246 West 150th Street, NYC.  (Source: The Explorers Club archives; see 

Annex A.) 

¶ Matthew Alexander Henson, A Negro Explorer at the North Pole (New York: Frederick A. Stokes, 

1912), pp. xvii and 3 (obtained from the Gutenberg Project) states that he was born 8 August 

1866 in /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ a5Σ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wƛǾŜǊΦέ   

¶ Find-a-Grave.com states that Matthew Alexander Henson was born 8 August 1866 in Nanjemoy, 

Charles Co., MD and died 9 March 1955 in the Bronx, NY, and is buried in Arlington National 

Cemetery (a photo of the substantial monument is provided on the site). 

¶ Marriage Index for Philadelphia, PA states that Eva Helen Flint married Matthew Alexander 

Henson in that city in 1891, marriage license no. 42297. 

¶ Wikipedia states that Matthew married Eva Flint in 1891 and divorced in 1897.  

¶ S. Allen Counter, North Pole Legacy (Montpelier, VT: Invisible Cities Press, 2001), pp. 55 and 61, 

states that Eva Flint was 22, from a conservative black Philadelphia family, when she and 

Matthew met in September 1890, that they courted for several months, secured a marriage 

license from tƘŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ hǊǇƘŀƴΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻƴ мо !ǇǊƛƭ муфм, married three days later (hence 

16 April 1891), and divorced in 1897.  

¶ The liaison of Matthew with Inuit woman Akatingwah in Greenland, and their resulting son 

Anaukaq Henson, and numerous descendants, is described and documented in Counter, ibid., 

particularly in pp. 13-48.  (NOTE: This present analysis has not independently reviewed or 

evaluated the Greenland line asserted by Counter, but here is relying on his research and book 

as a proof.) 

¶ FamilySearch.org shows NYC Marriage Records for Matthew Henson, 40, b. c. 1867 in 

Washington, DC (!), male, single, black, with parents Lemuel Henson and Caroline Waters; 

marrying Lucy Jane Ross on 5 September 1907 in Manhattan.  She is listed as 27, b. c. 1880 in 

NYC, black single female, with parents Mediator Ross and Susan Randolph.  

¶ Find-a-Grave.com lists Lucy Ross Henson as born in 1888, died on 12 March 1968 in Manhattan, 

and interred in Arlington National Cemetery beside Matthew Alexander Henson; a photo of the 

gravesite is provided.  

¶ NY Extracted Marriage Index shows Matthew Henson marrying Lucy J. Ross on 5 September 

1907 in Manhattan, certificate no. 22771.  

¶ NY State Census of 1915 shows Lucy Henson age 31 (hence born about 1884) and husband 

Matthew Henson age 48, living in the Bronx; he is a Clerk at the Customs House.  

¶ US Census for 1920 for the Bronx, NY, shows Matthew A. Henson, age 53, born in New York (!?), 

with both parents born in MD; and Lucy Henson, age 37 (hence born about 1883), born in 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ [ǳŎȅΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

Susan Ross, age 65, widowed, born in Virginia, is also living in the household.  

¶ The re-burial in Arlington National Cemetery is described in this source: 

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notable-Graves/Explorers/Matthew-Henson. 

 

The graphic below presents the main line discussed above. 

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notable-Graves/Explorers/Matthew-Henson
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Based on this overall analysis, the following persons are all reasonably proven to be related to explorer 

Matthew Alexander Henson (the relationship is as descendants of half-brothers and half-sisters of 

Matthew):  

¶ 21st Century attorney James E. Henson, Sr. of Alexandria, VA and his numerous descendants.  

Attorney James E. Henson, Sr. is the half-grandnephew of explorer Matthew Henson. (James is 

the grandson of the half-brother of Matthew Henson. This relationship is also sometimes called 

a άƘŀƭŦ-great-ƴŜǇƘŜǿΦέύ 

¶ Other descendants of Bailey Henson, including descendants of his son Bailey Lemuel Henson 

¶ Other descendants of Mary Claire by her marriage to Lemuel Henson 

¶ Descendants (if any) of Lemuel and his third wife Nellie.   

Lemuel Henson and Caroline Waters Henson apparently had children together other than Matthew 

Alexander Henson ς recall the interpretation (if correct) that their children included the girlsΥ άwΦ 

IŜƴǎƻƴέ ōΦ ƛƴ мусоΣ άaΦ IŜƴǎƻƴΣέ ōΦ ƛƴ мустΣ ŀƴŘ ά9Φ IŜƴǎƻƴΣέ ōΦ in 1869, as recorded in the 1870 

Census for Charles County.  Thus those persons are full (not half) siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson, 

ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ƎǊŜŀǘΧΦƴƛŜŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǇƘŜǿǎ ƻŦ 

explorer Matthew Henson.  

The descendants of the union of Marie Claire (Henson) and Alex Washington are in a different position.  

From the affidavit it is evident that they considered themselves to be half-brothers or half-sisters of 

Matthew Alexander Henson.  But technically they are not, because neither of their parents was a parent 

of Matthew.  It would be more accurate to describe them as step-brothers and step-sisters of Matthew.  

They could still claim this familial relationship to him. 

Altogether, this analysis shows a large pool of persons possibly living today, many of whom likely are 

completely unaware of their relationship to a great explorer.   
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Note that James E. Henson, Sr. had in his possession a family chart showing a linkage from him up to 

LemuŜƭΣ ǘƻ [ŜƳǳŜƭΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ (the previously unknown Paul Henson), and thence to tŀǳƭ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ 

asserted brother, Reverend Josiah Henson.  This relationship will be discussed and the chart shown in a 

later section below, on the siblings of Reverend Henson.  

Relationship of Taraji Henson to Matthew Alexander Henson 

This section attempts to link Taraji Henson to explorer Matthew Henson. Ms. 

Henson is a distinguished and award-winning modern actress, in Hustle & Flow 

(2005), The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (2008), Hidden Figures (2016), 

etc., and author of a best-selling autobiography, Around the Way Girl (2016).    

Assertion:  Actress Taraji Penda Henson was born in 1970 in Washington, DC.  

Her father was Boris Lawrence Henson, a metal fabricator, and her mother was 

Bernice Gordon Henson.  Her parents divorced when Taraji was two, in about 

1972Φ  ό.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ¢ŀǊŀƧƛ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƘƻǇŜέ ŀƴŘ tŜƴŘŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƭƻǾŜέ ƛƴ {ǿŀƘƛƭƛΦύ  

Proofs:  

¶ Biography.com (see https://www.biography.com/actor/taraji-henson#synopsis) states that 

Taraji Henson was born in DC in 1970, names her father Boris Henson and mother Bernice 

Gordon Henson, and says her parents divorced when she was two. 

¶ Wikipedia states that the mother of Taraji Penda Henson is Bernice Gordon Henson, a corporate 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀǘ ²ƻƻŘǿŀǊŘ ϧ [ƻǘƘǊƻǇ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǊƛƧŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ .ƻǊƛǎ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ 

Henson, a janitor and metal fabricator.  This site also gives the translations ŦƻǊ ¢ŀǊŀƧƛΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άborth Pole explorer Matthew Henson is the brother of my 

great-great-ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 

¶ aƛƪŜ .ŀǘƛŜΣ άΩIƛŘŘŜƴ CƛƎǳǊŜǎΩ !ŎǘǊŜǎǎ ¢ŀǊŀƧƛ tΦ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ-Great Uncle Was 
CƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ wŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜΣέ Hollywood Ancestry, at 
https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-
s-great-great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole.  This source gives a terse 
family tree for Taraji, as follows: Taraji Penda Henson, b. 1970, had a father Boris 
Lawrence Henson, b. 1948, who had a father Russell H. Henson, b. 1918, who had a 
father James Francis Henson, b. 1882, who had a father Joseph Henson, b. 1850, 
who had a father Lemuel Henson, b. c. 1832 and a brother Matthew Alexander 
Henson, b. 1866.  No sources or other details are provided. (This section of this 

report attempts to document that line.) 

¶ US Public Records Index, shows Taraji P. Henson with birth year of 1970, living in Washington, 
DC in 1996. 

¶ Ancestry.com, US School Yearbooks, shows Taraji Henson, b. about 1970 in the 1987 yearbook 
for Oxon Hill High School in Maryland, and has a picture (shown).  

 
Assertion: Boris Lawrence Henson, father of Taraji Henson, was born 12 January 1948 in Washington, DC 
and died 19 February 2006 in Prince Georges Co., MDΦ ¢ŀǊƛƧƛΩǎ Ƴƻther Bernice Gordon was born in 1949. 
 
 
 
 

Taraji P. Henson 

https://www.biography.com/actor/taraji-henson#synopsis
https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-s-great-great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole
https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-s-great-great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole
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Proofs: 
 

¶ US Social Security Death Index, states that Boris L. Henson was born 12 January 1948 and died 
19 February 2006, with last residence in Prince Georges Co., MD.  

¶ US Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows Boris Lawrence Henson, black male, b. 
12 January 1948 in Washington, DC and d. 19 February 2006. 

¶ Find-a-Grave states that Boris Lawrence Henson was born 12 January 1948 in Washington, DC 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘ мф CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нллс ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜǎ /ƻΦΣ a5Σ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
Cemetery in Cheltenham, Prince Georges Co., MD.   

¶ US Public Records Index shows Bernice Gordon Henson living in Glenn Dale, MD in 1996, b. in 
1949.  

 
Assertion: the father of Boris Lawrence Henson was Russell H. Henson, b. 26 July 1918 in Muck Hok, PA 
and d. 18 November 2004 in Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD; and BorisΩ mother was Mary Madelene 
Thomas, b. 26 February 1918 in Washington, DC.  Russell and Mary married on 8 October 1939 in 
Washington, DC, and Mary Madeline Thomas Henson died 10 June 1992.  aŀǊȅΩǎ parents were Charles 
H. Thomas and Clara Taylor. 
 
Proofs: 
 

¶ Veterans BIRLS Death Files states that Russell Henson was b. 26 July 1918 and d. 18 November 
2004, and that he enlisted from 4 May 1944 to 15 December 1945. 

¶ ¦{ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ DǊŀǾŜǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ ōΦ нс Wǳƭȅ мфмуΣ ŘΦ му bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллп ŀǘ 
age 86, and is buried in Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery in MD, and was a PFC in the US Marine 
Corps. 

¶ Find-a-Grave photo of headstone in Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery shows PFC Russell Henson, 
USMC, b. 26 July 1918, d. 18 November 2004, with wife Madeline Thomas Henson, b. 26 
February 1918 and d. 10 June 1992. 

¶ World War II Draft Registration Card shows Russell Henson, b. 26 July 1918 in Muck Hok, PA, 
Negro male, living in Washington, DC, with mother Mrs. Bunell Henson also living in 
Washington, DC. 

¶ SS Death Index shows Russell Henson b. 26 July 1918, d. 18 Nov. 2004, with last residence of 
Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD. 

¶ US Census for 1940 for Washington, DC shows Russell Henson, 21, b. abt. 1919 in PA, married to 
Madaline M. Henson, 23. The rest of the household is the large Thomas family.  Russell Henson 
is a deliveryman, black male, with a first year of high school education. 

¶ US Census for 1930 for Washington, DC shows Russell Henson, 12, b. abt. 1918 in PA, with both 
parents b. in MD, Negro male, with mother Beula Henson, 38, Negro female, and various 
relatives. 

¶ District of Columbia Marriage Records show Russell Henson, age 21, marrying Mary Madelene 
Thompson [sic, should be Thomas, apparent error by clerk], 22, on 8 October 1939 in DC. 

¶ Washington, DC City Directory for 1933 shows Russell Henson living with Madeline M. Henson in 
SW Washington. 

¶ US Social Security Applications and Claims shows Madaline Thomas Henson, black female, b. 26 
February 1918 in DC and d. 10 June 1992, with parents Charles H. Thomas and Clara Taylor. 

¶ Assertion by Henson Family Tree (on Ancestry.com) that the father of Boris Lawrence Henson 
was Russell H. Henson. 
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NOTE:  The link in the bullet points above from Boris Lawrence Henson to his asserted father Russell H. 
Henson should have more documentation to meet a high standard of proof. 
 
Assertion: Russell Henson was the son of James Francis Henson, b. 5 October 1881 in Charles Co., MD, d. 
February 1940, and Bueuell (or Beulah, Bunie, Beula or other similar names or nicknames) Craig Henson.  
They married 4 August 1916 in Washington, DC.  Beulah was the daughter of William S. Craig, b. c. 1854 
in MD.  
 
Proofs: 
 

¶ DC Compiled Marriages Index shows James F. Henson, single black male, 32, b. 1884 in 
Nanjemoy, MD and Buenell Henson, 24, b. 1892 in Nanjemoy, MD, widowed, marrying on 4 
August 1916 in Washington, DC.   

¶ US Census for 1930 for Washington, DC shows Russell Henson, 12, b. abt. 1918 in PA, with both 
parents b. in MD, Negro male, with mother Beula Henson, 38, Negro female and various 
relatives. 

¶ US Census for 1920 for Cross Roads, Charles Co., MD shows James F. Henson, 37, b. c. 1883 in 
MD, with both parents b. in MDΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŀƭŜΣ άǘŜƳōŜǊέ (timber?) laborer.  He is married to 
Beanna V. Henson, 27, black female, b. in MD with both parents b. in MD.  James and Beanna 
ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ άŦǊŜŜΣέ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǊǘƎŀƎŜŘ.  In the household are various children including Russell 
Henson, black male, age 1, b. in PA, with both parents b. in MD.  

¶ US Census for 1910 for Charles Co., MD shows ά.ǳƴƛŜέ IŜƴǎƻƴ, born in MD with both parents b. 
in MD, black female age 19, married with 2 children of whom 1 is living, and she has been 
married for 2 years; Bunie is the daughter of William S. Craig, black male farmer, 54, b. in MD 
with both parents b. in MD.  He has been married for 35 years. 

¶ Find-a-Grave shows a headstone for Buenell Craig Henson, b. 8 June 1889, d. 2 May 1989 (aged 
99) buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD. 

¶ World War II Draft Registration Card for 17 October 1940 shows Russell Henson, b. 26 July 1918 
in Muck Hok, PA, Negro male, living in Washington, DC, with mother Mrs. Bunell Henson also 
living in Washington, DC.  wǳǎǎŜƭƭ ƛǎ рΩ тέ ŀƴŘ мрл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άǎŎŀǊŜ ώǎƛŎ; scar?] on left side of 
forehead.έ  

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows James Francis Henson, b. 5 October 1881 in 
Charles Co., MD, d. February 1940, black male, with parents Joseph Henson and Jane Gaynor.  

 
Assertion: James Francis Henson was the son of Joseph Henson, b. about 1850 in MD, d. aft. 1920, and 
Jane Gaynor (a.k.a. Mary Jane Gainer), b. May 1849 in MD; they married about 1871-4, probably in MD.  
 
Proofs: 
 

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows James Francis Henson, b. 5 October 1881 in 
Charles Co., MD, d. February 1940, black male, with parents Joseph Henson and Jane Gaynor.  
Date on the record is February 1940. 

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows Joseph Henson with spouse Mary J. Gainer 
and child Eva Henson Reed, b. 22 February 1890 in Charles Co., MD; record is dated February 
1939.   
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¶ US Census for 1920 for Cross Roads, Charles Co., MD shows Joseph Henson, 70, b. c. 1850 in MD, 
black male farmer, with mother and father both b. in MD; married to Mary A. Henson, 62, black 
female, b. c. 1858 in MD with mother and father both b. in MD.  Joseph and his wife own their 
home, with no mortgage.  Also in the household among others is daughter Eva Henson Reed, 29, 
black female, married.   

¶ US Census for 1910 for Cross Roads, Charles Co., MD shows Joseph Henson, 60, b. c. 1850 in MD, 
black male farmer, with mother and father both b. in MD; married to Mary J. Henson, 58, black 
female, b. c. 1852 in MD with mother and father both b. in MD.  Joseph and his wife were 
married 39 years previously, hence in abt. 1871.  Also in the household among others are Eva 
Henson Dent, 26, black female, married. 

¶ US Census for 1900 for Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD shows Joseph Henson, 50, born in 1850 in 
MD, black male laborer, with mother and father both b. in MD; married to Mary Jane Henson, 
51, black female, b. May 1849 in MD with mother and father both b. in MD.  Joseph and his wife 
were married 26 years before the Census, hence in abt. 1874.  Mary Jane Henson has had 9 
children, of whom 4 are living.  Also in the household among others are Eva Henson, 10, b. in 
1890, black female. 

¶ US Census for 1880 for Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD shows Joe άHanson,έ 35, b. c. 1855 in MD, 
black male whitewasher, with mother and father both b. in MD; married to Jane άHanson,έ 35, 
black female, b. c. 1855, in MD with mother and father both b. in MD.  

¶ US Census for 1870 for Washington, DC, Ward 5, shows Joseph Henson, 24, b. c. 1846 in MD, 
oysterman, personal estate value $200, living in a one-person household.  NOTE: it is not certain 
that this is the correct Joseph Henson, since he is living in DC, not MD, and there is no linking 
information to other known family members.  

 
Assertion: Joseph Henson was the half-brother of explorer Matthew Alexander Henson; they had a 
common father of Lemuel Henson, but different mothers.    
 
Proofs: 
 

¶ Taraji P. IŜƴǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǎƻƴ άwas the brother of my great-great 
grandfather. Matthew would send him letters about his travels while out on his expeditions. 
Somebody in the family had all this great correspondence until one day when their apartment 
was robbed and the letters were lost, probably throǿƴ ŀǿŀȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘǊŀǎƘΦέ  {ŜŜΥ 
https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-s-great-
great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole.  This article states that Joseph Henson was 
¢ŀǊŀƧƛΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ-great-grandfather, that the Henson family hailed from Nanjemoy, Charles County, 
Maryland, a very small community where the Henson family lived for generations.  

¶ Taraji P. IŜƴǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ¢ǿŜŜǘ ƻƴ т CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмф ǘƘŀǘΣ άaȅ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 5ŀƴƴȅ DƭƻǾŜǊ 
ƴŀǊǊŀǘŜŘ WŀǊŜŘ .ǊƻŎƪΩǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ άwŜŘŜŜƳƛƴƎ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊŜ ƻƴ нллҌ t.{ 
stations ŦƻǊ .ƭŀŎƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ incredible aƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΗΗΗέ   

¶ Black in Time Enterprises states that Matthew IŜƴǎƻƴ άƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎ ¢ŀǊŀƧƛ tΦ IŜƴǎƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘ 
nephew of Josiah Henson, the famous runaway sƭŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΧέ (March 9, 2019 Facebook 
posting; no proofs supplied). 

¶ The US Census for 1870 for Duffield, District 3, Charles Co., MD shows Joseph Hanson, 9, black 
male b. in MD, with his apparent brother or half-brother Thomas Hanson, 12, mulatto male, b. 
in MD.  They are living in the household of Darbey Chunn, 60, mulatto male, and A. Leanah 

https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-s-great-great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole
https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-s-great-great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole
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Chunn, 48, black female.  Duffield is apparently about 14 miles NE of Nanjemoy.  Perhaps this 
Joseph is the Joseph who later appears in Nanjemoy, and he and his relative Thomas had been 
ŦŀǊƳŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /Ƙǳƴƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мутл /ŜƴǎǳǎΦ  άFŀǊƳŜŘ ƻǳǘέ is possibly 
correct, because there is a family of Hansons (Hensons?) in Nanjemoy in 1870 who may be the 
family of Joseph and Thomas, and who may be their father and mother Lemuel Henson and 
Caroline Waters Henson, and the family of Matthew Alexander Henson.  As discussed earlier and 
in more detail in the section below on the time line for Matthew, this 19 Aug 1870 Census family 
has άL. Hansonέ (Lemuel Henson?), 29, black male, farm laborer; ά/Φ Iŀƴǎƻƴέ ό/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ 
Henson?), 29, mulatto female; and άM. Hansonέ age 5 (Matthew Henson?), black male (and 
three sisters)Φ  {ƻ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ elder brothers or half brothers Joseph and Thomas were 
sent away from this Hanson (Henson?) family to the Chunn family to be raised and do work.  

¶ Mike Batie, ibid. 

NOTE: The bullet points immediately above are not fully satisfactory genealogical proofs of the 

relationship between Joseph Henson and explorer Matthew Henson.  That does not necessarily mean 

that the relationship did not exist.  It may just mean that more paper, DNA or other evidence needs to 

be amassed in order to meet a high genealogical standard.  See the section below on the challenges of 

identifying Lemuel Henson, father of Matthew Alexander Henson.   

The graphic below summarizes the asserted line above. 

 

¢ƘŜ άΚ .έ above means that this brother or half-brother relationship needs additional documentation; 

ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ άΚέ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ is desirable for the link from Russell H. 

Henson to Boris Lawrence Henson.  If this line could be more fully documented, it would mean that (as 

claimed) Taraji P. Henson is the great-grand-niece of Matthew Alexander Henson. 
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Genealogical Timeline for Matthew Henson 

This timeline first provides the different, sometimes conflicting 

sources re his genealogical timeline, then second proposes an 

early timeline for his life that is most sensible and fits the 

available facts.  This timeline is important, because it impacts 

which documents to trust, where to look for additional proofs, 

ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ   

Sourced Timeline 

August 8, 1866:   

Matthew Henson is born in Charles Co. MD (Bradley Robinson with Matthew Henson, Dark Companion: 

the Story of Matthew Henson (wƻōŜǊǘ aŎ.ǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻΦΣ мфптύ όƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άDC,έύ p. 18).  Although 

this 1866 date is generally published, on the marriage license issued 13 April 1891 in Philadelphia, PA to 

Henson and Eva Flint, his birth date is listed as 8 August 1868, not 1866 (Counter, op cit., p. 243).   

In Matthew Alexander Henson, A Negro Explorer at the North Pole (New York: Frederick A. Stokes, 

1912), pp. xvii and 3 (hereinafter called MAH; obtained from the Gutenberg Project), Henson states that 

ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ у !ǳƎǳǎǘ мусс ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ a5Σ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wƛǾŜǊΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊǘȅ-four miles below 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/Φέ  όbƻǘŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ Řƻǳōǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻf that birth 

date, especially given the different date cited in his first marriage license.)  In MAH, ibid., he states that 

his parents were both free born, that is mother was partly white, and that she died when Matthew was 

seven years old.   

aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ father was Lemuel Henson and his mother was Caroline Waters (from NYC marriage 

certificate of MH and Lucy Ross, in 1907). Note that DC, ibid.Σ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊǳƳƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

[ŜƳǳŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΧōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘƛŜ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ŜƳǳŜƭ ŀƴŘ WƻǎƛŀƘέ ό5/Σ ǇǇΦ м8-19).   

1867:     

The Henson family, ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ άŀ ǇƻƻǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΣέ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

of Columbia, to escape possible KKK violence in southern Maryland (Michael Gilman, Matthew Henson 

(New York: Chelsea House, 1988), p.17).  (But see contradictory dates below.) In MAH, he states that the 

ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ά²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/έ ǿŀǎ άŀǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƎŜέ (Georgetown was a town older than the District of 

Columbia, and was considered separate from Washington City for some time.) 

1868:    

aIΩǎ Ƴƻther Caroline Waters Henson dies, she is 2nd wife of Lemuel Henson (Dark Companion, p. 18).  

First wife not known.   Total progeny from 3 marriages: 2 girls, 4 boys, not named (ibid.).  This death 

apparently occurs in Charles County, MD or Georgetown, then a small town adjacent to άWashington 

City.έ  However, Gilman, Matthew HensonΣ ǇΦ муΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άIŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ мутоΦ  όIŜƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мутл ¦{ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ, 

presumably in Washington, DC or Georgetown ς or still in Maryland?) MAH ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ άǿŀǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦέ 

Matthew Alexander Henson 
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c.1869-9:   

[ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴ ǊŜƳŀǊǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƻ bŜƭƭƛŜΣ ŀ άǿƛŘƻǿŜŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊέ ό5/Σ ǇΦ муύ.  This marriage apparently took 

place in Charles County, MD or in the District of Columbia. 

c.1869-70:   

Lemuel, Nellie and family move from a log cabin to a two story frame house (DC, ibid., p. 19), apparently 

in the District of Columbia ς or still in Charles County? 

24 June 1870:   

US Census in Washington, DC rŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀ ά[ŜƳǳŜƭ Henson, carpenter, aged 38, black male, living with 

Margaret, black female aged 27, and children Anna M (age 11) Ann L (5) and Evelina (2).  Matthew is not 

listed.  It is not clear if this is aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ family (because where is Nellie and Matthew? Is he with an 

uncle?).  Since ά[ŜƳǳŜƭƭέ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ¢ƛƴƪŜǊ IŜƴǎƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ 5/ ƻƴ т !ǳƎǳǎǘ мутсΣ and 

Lemuel should be dead by this date (see below), it appears that this Lemuell/Margaret union is not the 

MH family.  Lemuel Henson, carpenter, appears for many years in DC as a carpenter and laborer, in city 

directories, more evidence that this is not the Lemuel Henson father of MH.  (See the section later in this 

report on the challenges of tracing Lemuel Henson.) 

21 July 1870:    

US Census of Nottingham District, Prince Georges Co., MD (in the Washington, DC area) ǎƘƻǿǎ άbŜƭƭȅ 

Henson, 35 year-ƻƭŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻǇƘƛŀ όмнύ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ 9Φ όпύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ aIΩǎ 

abusive step-mother, although this would contradict the status of the family immediately below, in 

which wife Caroline is apparently still alive.  And in the PG County family, where are Matthew, Lemuel, 

and the brood of other children? 

19 Aug 1870:   

US Census for 1st 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ άbŀƴƧŜƳǘȅΣέ(Nanjemoy) Charles County, MD, shows a Henson family, as L. 

άHansonέ, 29 year old black male, farm laborer; C. Hanson, 29, mulatto female; R. Hanson, 7, black 

female; M. Hanson, 5, black male; M. Hanson, 3, black female; E. Hanson, 1, black female.  This is likely 

Matthew Henson, five years old, with father Lemuel and mother Caroline.  However, this family has 

three girls and one boy, not two girls and four boys, as reported by MH in Dark Companion (p. 18).  

Another small piece of evidence pointing to this family being correct is that C. (Caroline?) 

Hanson/Henson is mulatto, not black, and Matthew Henson stated in MAH, ibid., that his mother was 

partly white.  (Note that if this family and dates are correct, then possibly the correct birthdate for 

Matthew is about 8 August 1865, not 1866.) (As noted previously in this report, it is possible though 

certainly not proven that Joseph and Thomas Hanson (Henson?) were farmed out from the L. (Lemuel?) 

Hanson/Henson family of Nanjemoy, to the Chunn family in Duffield, Charles County, at the time of the 

1870 Census.) 

c. 1872-1878:   

MH attends grades 1-6 in Washington, DC; that is the extent of his formal education (Jeri Ferris, Arctic 

Explorer: The Story of Matthew Henson (Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1989) p. 11).  MAH states that 
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after his mother ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǾŜƴΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ōȅ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 

ǘƘŜ Ψb {ǘǊŜŜǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ   

The άN Street Schoolέ is very likely ǘƘŜ άa {ǘǊŜŜǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мутл and later became 

the famous and well-regarded Dunbar High School.  {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ά5ǳƴōŀǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ 

and the Dunbar Alumni site https://daf-dc.org/about/dunbar-history.  This latter entry makes it clear 

that school was founded in 1870, was for a long period the only school for black children in DC or even 

the region, that it moved several times, and was called the M Street School from 1891, and was re-

located to a larger facility on N Street from 1916, when it was re-named after Paul Lawrence Dunbar.  

Because of these name changes, moves and addresses (including an address on N Street), it is quite 

understandable that Henson would call it the N Street School.      

c. 1874:    

Lemuel Henson, father of MH dies oŦ ŀ άǊǳǇǘǳǊŜέ άǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ aI ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

home (DC, p. 20) (Therefore, if this date is correct, then no records after this date can refer to Lemuel, 

father of MH.)   However, Gilman, Matthew Henson, ibid, pp. 17-18, states that Hensoƴ άǿŀǎ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŜŘέ 

when he was 13, which would be in about 1879.  This source also states that soon after the death of 

aIΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ǳƴŎƭŜ όǳƴƴŀƳŜŘύ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ 

c. late 1877:   

άŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ммth ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅέ MH runs away from abuser Nellie and home (DC, p. 20) 

c. early-mid 1878:  

aI ǎǘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƴŜȅ aƻƻǊŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŦƻǊ άƴƛƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎέ ό5/Σ ǇΦ ноύ. 

c. autumn 1878:   

MH joins the sailing ship Katie Hines in Baltimore, under Capt. James Childs άŀǘ ŀƎŜ мнέ (DC, pp. 16, 26).  

OR   

fall of 1879:   

MH walks 40 miles to the port of Baltimore to find adventure and joins the Katie Hines (Gilman, 

Matthew Henson, p. 19), OR 

c. 1880:    

MH joins the three-masted sailing ship Katie Hines άŀǘ ŀƎŜ мпέ όJeri Ferris, ibid., p. 10) 

c. 1880-85:   

MH sails the world aboard the Katie Hines for five years, and is informally but extensively educated by 

Capt. Childs (Arctic Explorer, p. 11) (Gilman, p. 107, states these voyaging dates are 1879-1883, and the 

destinations were China, Japan, Africa and the Russian Arctic sea.) 

Dec. 1883 (or 1885?):  

Capt. Childs gets sick on passage from Jamaica to Baltimore, dies on board the Katie Hines, and is buried 

at sea (Gilman, Matthew Henson, p. 20).  

https://daf-dc.org/about/dunbar-history
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c. 1884-1885:   

Capt. Childs dies at sea, MH returns to Baltimore (Arctic Explorer, p. 11) 

Spring 1887: Sam Steinmetz, boss of MH at a NYC hat and furrier store, introduces MH to Robert Peary, 

and recommenŘǎ aI ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻŦ άǾŀƭŜǘέ ƻƴ tŜŀǊȅΩǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΦ (DC, pp. 55-

59) 

Nov. 1887:   

MH accompanies Robert Peary to Nicaragua, and quickly transitions from valet to a valuable assistant 

ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƛƴ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ tŜŀǊȅΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘŜŀƳΦ 

April 1891:   

MH marries Eva Helen Flint in Philadelphia (άBiography: Matthew Henson,έ see 

https://www.biography.com/explorer/matthew-henson); also see Philadelphia Marriage database, on 

Ancestry.com 

1891-2:   

 

MH accompanies Peary on an expedition to Greenland.  (DC, pp. 61-69) 

1897:     

MH divorces Eva Flint, and had no issue (Wikipedia) (but see later discussion) 

1905:    

MH appears in Manhattan in NY State Census (Ancestry.com) 

1906:    

aI ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ άŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ όƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭύ ǿƛŦŜέ ǘƘŜ Lƴǳƛǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ !ƪŀǘƛƴƎǿŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǎƻƴ 

Anauakaq, his only child; this child had descendants (S. Allen Counter, ibid., pp. 16-50). 

5 Sept 1907:    

MH marries Lucy J. Ross in Manhattan, NYC, per NYC marriage certificate described earlier;  

(https://www.preceden.com/timelines/299417-matthew-henson-timeline), no issue.  Her parents are 

Mediator Ross and Susan Randolph.  MH birthplace given on the certificate as Washington, DC and his 

age as 40.  Also, Gilman, Matthew Henson, p. 87. 

6 April 1909: 

Matthew Henson reaches the North Pole, 45 minutes ahead of Commander Robert Peary, while  

scouting ahead for Peary and the team.  Counter, op. cit., pp. 68-69, 189-209.  Counter provides very 

convincing arguments in a detailed analysis that the team did indeed reach the Pole, contrary to various 

detractors and skeptics over the years.  

Oct 14, 1937:   

https://www.biography.com/explorer/matthew-henson
https://www.preceden.com/timelines/299417-matthew-henson-timeline
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MH inducted into The Explorers Club as a life member (Associated Press Name Index Card d/b, 

Ancestry.com) (Note that this honor was actually as an Honorary Member, which is an award given to 

only 20 persons at a time, and is much more significant than the ordinary term in most societies of 

άƘƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦέ  Such Honorary Members pay no dues, and have a life membership.) 

 

1954:    

Matthew and Lucy Henson are received at the White House by 

President Eisenhower (Gilman, Matthew Henson, p. 104; see 

photo.)   

March 9, 1955:   

MH dies in the Bronx, NYC.  Later his remains and those of Lucy 

are moved to Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA.  Per 

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notable-

Graves/Explorers/Matthew-Henson and 

http://www.enra.dk/gen/tngarne/getperson.php?personID=I6809&tree=Arne1, this move happened on 

6 April 1988.  Full military honors were given at the re-internment, and a substantial monument erected. 

Proposed Early Timeline 

Trying to unravel the early years of Matthew Henson, the following dates and actions may be more 

reasonable and best fit the available facts: 

ŎΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ муср όƴƻǘ ΩссύΥ Matthew Henson is born in Charles Co., Maryland.  This reflects 

the 1870 Census, immediately below, and makes him a more 

reasonable year older when he later runs off to sea.  It also 

changes the very exact birthdate cited by Henson himself, later 

in life, but the exactitude of this date seems somewhat 

questionable, given the difficult circumstances of his birth and 

early life. 

19 Aug 1870: The Henson family, with Lemuel and Caroline still alive, is 

recorded in the US Census in Nanjemoy, Charles Co., Maryland 

(this is the family recorded as L. άHansonέ (probably Lemuel 

Henson, 29, black male, farm laborer), C. άHansonέ (probably 

Caroline Henson, black female), and five year old M. άHansonέ 

(probably Matthew Henson).  Also shown are R. Hanson, 7, 

black female, M. Hanson, 3, black female, and E. Hanson, 1, 

black female. (As mentioned earlier, perhaps the other boys in 

this family were farmed out to other households when the 

Census taker arrived.) 

c. 1872: Caroline Henson dies in MD when her son Matthew is 7 years 

old (not 2)  

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notable-Graves/Explorers/Matthew-Henson
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notable-Graves/Explorers/Matthew-Henson
http://www.enra.dk/gen/tngarne/getperson.php?personID=I6809&tree=Arne1
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c. later in 1872: Lemuel Henson and his children move to Georgetown, in what 

is now the District of Columbia, and he marries Nellie, a widow 

c. 1872-8: Matthew attends the M Street School in DC (from 7 to 13 years 

old) (these years are more reasonable for him to attend school 

than some much earlier years, especially since this school, the 

only one in the area for black children, was not established until 

1870) 

c. 1875: [ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΣ ŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ άǊǳǇǘǳǊŜέ ǿƘŜƴ 

Matthew is 10.  Nellie is abusive towards Matthew. 

c. 1878-9: aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ά!ǳƴǘέ Wŀƴey (not really a 

relative) for 9 months, at about age 13-14. 

c. 1879-80: Matthew walks to Baltimore, meets Captain James Childs, joins 

the crew of the Katie Hines, at about age 14-15 (this age is much 

more reasonable than άŀǘ ŀƎŜ мнέ ό5/, pp. 16, 26).  (Of course 

cabin boys in this period did join ships at an early age, but given 

the extensive training and skills acquired by MH on board, it 

seems more reasonable that he left the ship at 19 or so.)   

c. 1880-85: Matthew sails to many ports around the world on the Katie 

Hines, while he is aged 15-19/20, and learns navigation and 

many other skills.  

 

A Possible Descent in the US from 

Matthew Alexander Henson 

All biographies of Matthew Alexander 

Henson state that he either had no issue, or 

that his only issue was in Greenland, or they 

do not address the question, and thus imply 

that he had no children in the US.  

However, there seems to be one possible 

piece of evidence that he in fact had a child (or 

stepchild?) in the US, by his first wife, Eva Helen 

Flint -- or that she haŘ ŀƴ ƛƭƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ōƻǊŜ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ.  Recall that he married 

her in April 1891 in Philadelphia, after some time spent in courting, and they divorced in 1897.  

This evidence is in the Social Security Application and Claims Index for Matthew William Henson, Jr., b. 

15 June 1893 in Germantown (part of Philadelphia), PA, whose father is listed as Matthew W. Henson 

and mother as Eva Flint.  Now this could well be just a coincidence.  And of course the Matthew W. 

Henson in both names does not match the correct name of Matthew A. Henson.  But minor errors and 

transcription errors like this do happen, and it would be surprising that a Matthew Henson could have a 

                   Matthew Henson on a Greenland Stamp 
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child by an Eva Flint in the short time that they were married, in Philadelphia, and that it not be the 

couple we are interested in.   

Exploring this a bit further, there is evidence that the explorer Matthew had not yet moved his residence 

away from Philadelphia.  This is shown by a stiff, short letter that Eva wrote to Robert Peary in June, 

1896, from her address (and apparently the joint Matthew/Eva address, since they were still married) at 

1240 Rodman St., Philadelphia (near the center of the city).  She is demanding to know if Peary and 

Matthew are leaving for the Arctic shortly.  (For the content of the letter, see Counter, ibid., p. 61.)   

Another possible if odd explanation is that perhaps Eva had a child by another man, and named the child 

partially after Matthew and partially after the biological father.  (Or perhaps Eva did not know which 

man was the father?)  /ƻǳƴǘŜǊΣ ƛōƛŘΦΣ ǇΦ смΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άIŜƴǎƻƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ƻf infidelity in his 

ŀōǎŜƴŎŜέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  And he was gone on long expeditions during this time.  Counter states that 

their relationship became very ōƛǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ άŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƻŦ ƴŜƎƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΣέ ŀƴŘ IŜƴǎƻƴ 

wrote Peary on 5 April 1897 that he would like to stay άƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΧŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǿƴΦέ   

Perhaps further research or documentation will reveal the truth of the parentage of Matthew William 

Henson, Jr.  It is evident that he was a real and active person.  Tracing his life and descent (on the chance 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ explorer Matthew Henson biological descendant), we can assert the following items:   

Assertion:  Matthew William Henson, Jr., was b. in Germantown, Philadelphia, PA on 15 June 1893 (or 

perhaps 15 June 1891) and d. 11 January 1947, and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery, 

Arlington, VA.  He married on 12 May 1915 in Washington, DC  to Annie May Walker Lee, b. 23 

December 1895 in Dawille (?; likely Danville), VA (with father Amos Walker and mother Rosa Lee).  Annie 

d. 7 March 1950, and is also buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  Matthew and Annie had a child 

Thelma Bernice Henson, b. 10 November 1926 in Manhattan, NY.  aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜr was Matthew W. 

Henson (or just possibly explorer Matthew Alexander Henson) and his mother was Eva Flint.  Eva Flint 

was b. in February 1871 in VA, married to explorer Matthew Alexander Henson in September 1890, 

divorced in 1897, and she d. after 1900.   

Proofs: 

¶ US Census for Philadelphia, PA for 1900 shows Eva Flint, b. February 1871 in VA, black female, 

housemaid/servant, able to read and write, both parents b. in VA, living in a household of five 

Flints.  She is listed as sister of the head of household William Flint, b. December 1858 in VA, 

ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŀƭŜΣ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘΣ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ōΦ ƛƴ ±!Φ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ άtǳƭŀǎƪƛΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

evidently Pulaski Avenue, a street in the neighborhood of Germantown, Philadelphia, which was 

ǿƘŜǊŜ 9ǾŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ (i.e. the Eva that for certain married explorer Matthew) was originally from.  

The evidence points to this being the correct Eva Flint.  If so, she has apparently dropped her 

Henson surname after the 1897 divorce. 

¶ S. Allen Counter, ibid,, pp. 55 and 61, states that Eva Flint was 22, from a conservative black 

Philadelphia family, when she met Matthew Alexander Henson in September 1890, that they 

courted for several months, secured a marriage license from the Philadelphia OrphaƴΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻƴ 

13 April 1891, married three days later, and divorced in 1897.  

¶ Social Security Application and Claims Index shows Matthew William Henson, Jr., b. 15 June 

1893 in Germantown (part of Philadelphia), PA, black male, with father Matthew W. Henson and 
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mother Eva Flint.  The record notes that in May 1937 the name was listed as MATTHEW 

WILLIAM HENSON, JR. 

¶ Find-a-Grave shows Matthew W. Henson b. 15 June 1893, d. 11 January 1947; he is buried 

Arlington National Cemetery in Section 25, Site 2001. 

¶ Find-a-Grave shows Annie Henson, d. 7 March 1950, spouse Matthew W. Henson; she is buried 

Arlington National Cemetery in Section 25, Site 2001. 

¶ US Veterans Gravesites index shows Matthew W. Henson, 53, b. 15 January 1893, d. 11 January 

1947, buried in Arlington National Cemetery, PVT, Co. C. 368th Infantry, US Army, WW I.  

¶ US Army Transport Service, Passenger Lists for the ship George Washington, 15 June 1918, 

shows Matthew W. Henson, Bugler, of Company C, 368th Infantry, 92nd Division, US Army.  His 

emergency contact is Annie Henson, wife, located at 1633 V St., NW, DC.  This military transport 

ship is departing Hoboken, NJ, apparently for France.  

¶ District of Columbia Compiled Marriage List shows Annie May Lee married on 12 May 1915 to 

Matthew Henson. 

¶ US Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows Annie May Walker Henson b. 23 

December 1895 in Dawille (?, likely Danville) VA, black female, with parents Amos Walker and 

mother Rosa Lee. 

¶ World War I Draft Registration Card list shows Matthew W. Henson, Jr., 25, b. 15 June 1891 in 

Germantown, PA, residing in Washington, DC, Negro married male, chauffer for the Famous Taxi 

Service, described as short, slender, with black hair and brown eyes. 

¶ World War II Draft Registration Card list shows Matthew W. Henson, Jr., b. 15 June 1893 in 

Germantown, PA; residing at 218 P Street NW, DC, with his family contact being Annie M. 

Henson of the same address; and his employer being Gallinger Hospital at 19th and C Streets, 

{²Σ 5/Φ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ƛǎ ŀ bŜƎǊƻ ƳŀƭŜΣ рΩпέ ŀƴŘ 143 pounds, with brown eyes, black and grey hair, 

and dark brown complexion. 

¶ US Census for Manhattan, New York for 1930 shows Matthew Henson, 36, b. c. 1894 in PA, black 

male, washer in a garage, with father b. in Maryland and mother b. in VA.  Also in the household 

are Anna Henson, 35, b. c. 1895, black female, wife of Matthew, with both parents b. in VA; and 

Thelma Henson, 3, b. c. 1927 in NY, daughter of Matthew and Anna, with father b. in PA and 

mother b. in VA.  

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1940 shows Matthew Henson, Jr., 46, Negro male, lodger, b. 

in PA, attendant in a W.P.A. hospital, 5th grade education, $936 income in the last year.  

aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ƛǎ Annie Henson, 44, Negro female, b. in VA, 5th grade education.  Other 

members of the household are: Thelma Henson, Negro female, 13, b. in NY, 5th grade education, 

daughter of lodger Matthew; Eva Henson, Negro female, 9, b. in NY, no education, daughter of 

lodger Matthew; Matthew Henson III, Negro male, 6, b. in DC, no education, son of lodger 

Matthew; and Marian Henson, Negro female, 2, b. in DC, no education, daughter of lodger 

Matthew.   

¶ New York, NY Birth Index shows Thelma B. Henson, b. 10 November 1926 in Manhattan, NY. 

Assertion:  Thelma Bernice Henson, b. 10 November 1926 in Manhattan, NY (daughter of Matthew 

Henson, Jr. and Annie May Walker Henson), married on 9 August 1942 in DC to James Thomas Ingram, b. 

11 April 1923 at Charlotte, NC, d. 17 April 1982.  

¶ New York, NY Birth Index for Thelma B. Henson, ibid. 
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¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1940 for Matthew Henson, Jr., ibid. (with daughter Thelma) 

¶ US Census for Manhattan, New York for 1930 for Matthew Henson, ibid. (with daughter Thelma) 

¶ District of Columbia Compiled Marriage List for Annie May Lee, ibid. 

¶ DC Marriage Index shows Thelma Bernice Henson, 18, b. c. 1924, married on 9 August 1942 in 

DC to James Thomas Ingram, 19, b. c. 1923. 

¶ World War II Draft Cards, James Thomas Ingram, 19, b. 11 April 1923 at Charlotte, NC, Negro 

male; his family contact is John Henry Ingram, working at the War Department. 

¶ ¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ .Lw[{ 5ŜŀǘƘ CƛƭŜΣ ǎƘƻǿǎ WŀƳŜǎ LƴƎǊŀƳΣ ōΦ мм !ǇǊƛƭ мфноΣ ŘΦ 

17 April 1982, US Army, enlisted 6 November 1945, released 20 February 1947.  

Assertion:  Marian (or Marion) Ann Henson, b. 8 September 1937 in DC (daughter of Matthew Henson, 

Jr. and Annie May Walker Henson), d. 30 December 1962, and married Roy Linwood Porter, b. 12 May 

1936 in DC and d. 26 July 1987 in DC.  They are both buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  They had at 

least one child, Tracie Lacomus Porter, b. 19 March 1960 in DC, d. 18 September 2008, probably in 

Hyattsville, MD) and she married on 23 August 1991 in Fairfax Co., VA to Freeman Percel Stackhouse, 52, 

b. 17 June 1939 in SC, d. 10 February 1998 in Fairfax, VA. 

Proofs: 

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1940 for Matthew Henson, Jr., ibid. (shows Matthew with 

young daughter Marian, 2 years old.) 

¶ ¦{ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ DǊŀǾŜǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴŘŜȄ ǎƘƻǿǎ Marion Henson Porter, 25, b. 8 September 1937, d. 30 

December 1962, with relative Roy Linwood Porter, buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  He 

served in the US Navy Reserve. 

¶ Find-a-Grave shows Marion Henson Porter, b. 8 September 1937, d. 30 September 1962, buried 

in Arlington National Cemetery in Section 43, Site 2036. 

¶ Find-a-Grave shows Roy Linwood Porter, b. 12 May 1936, d. 26 July 1987, buried in Arlington 

National Cemetery in Section 43, Site 2036. 

¶ ¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ .Lw[{ 5ŜŀǘƘ [ƛǎǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ wƻȅ tƻǊǘŜǊΣ ōΦ мн aŀȅ мфосΣ ŘΦ нс 

July 1987, died of natural causes, enlisted in the US Navy on 24 September 1954 and was 

released 24 September 1958. 

¶ Virginia Marriage Records for Tracie Lacomus Porter show Marion Ann Henson with husband 

Roy Linwood Porter as the parents of Tracie Lacomus Porter, 31, b. 19 March 1960 in DC, black 

female, 1st marriage, 12th grade education; marrying on 23 August 1991 in Fairfax Co., VA to 

Freeman Percel Stackhouse, 52, b. 17 June 1939 in SC, black male, 2nd marriage, divorced, 10th 

grade education, with parents Alonzo Stackhouse and Idell Fullard.  

¶ Website https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=tracie-l-porter-

stackhouse&pid=117930955 states that Tracie L. Porter-Stackhouse d. 18 September 2008, 

apparently in Hyattsville, MD, and is the mother of surviving Stacy, Tony, Marcus, Porsha, 

Freeman, Jr., Gail, and Jaqueline Stackhouse, and has a sister Bernadette Philpott. 

¶ Virginia Death Records show Freeman P. Stackhouse d. 10 February 1998 in Fairfax, VA. 

NOTE:  The above assertion, although it is quite possible, is not completely proven to high genealogical 

standards, in that the link from the adult Marion Henson described above, up to the claimed father 

Matthew William Henson, Jr., could use additional documentation. 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=tracie-l-porter-stackhouse&pid=117930955
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=tracie-l-porter-stackhouse&pid=117930955
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Assertion:  Matthew William Henson III, b. c. 1934 in DC, d. January 1967 in Palm Beach, FL (son of 

Matthew William Henson, Jr. and Annie May Walker Henson) married Genevieve Leonora Whitlock and 

had at least two children, Antonio Henson, b. 7 February 1961 in Washington, DC and Ollie Henson, b. 

15 May 1958 in Washington, DC. 

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1940 shows Matthew Henson, Jr., ibid. (with young Matthew 

Henson III) 

¶ US Census for Florida Death Index shows Matthew William Henson III, d. January 1967 in Palm 

Beach, FL, black male.  

¶ Virginia Marriage Records for Loudon Co., VA show Antonio Henson (no middle name), 25, b 7 

February 1961 in Washington, DC, son of Matthew William Henson and Genevieve Leonora 

Whitlock, black male; marrying on 12 July 1986 with Mary Ann Basil, 23, b. 8 December 1962 in 

VA, black female, daughter of Henry Melvin Basil and Richetta Louise Crawford,.   

¶ Virginia Marriage Records for Prince William Co., VA show Ollie Henson (no middle name), 24, b. 

15 May 1958 in Washington, DC, son of Matthew Alexander (! sic?) Henson and Genevieve 

Leonora Whitlock, black male; marrying on 14 May 1983 with Denise Alfredia Long, 20, b. 19 

February 1963 in VA, black female, daughter of James Edward Long and Neville Letisha Cox. 

¶ Virginia Divorce Records for Loudon Co., VA show Dinise Alfredia Long, b. 19 February 1963 in 

VA, black, 12th grade education, 1st marriage; being divorced from Ollie Henson, b. 15 May 1958 

in Washington, DC, black, 12th grade education; marriage date 14 May 1984; after a 1 year 

separation; divorce entered 14 April 1993.  

Note the surprising fact that immediately above, the name of the husband of Genevieve is Matthew 

Alexander Henson, not Matthew William Henson.  This is perhaps another small indication that the 

correct ancestor of this line was explorer Matthew Alexander Henson.  

Assertion:  Matthew William Henson (IV), b. 30 September 1955 in DC and d. 30 July 1981, is another 

possible son of Matthew William Henson III and Genevieve Leonora Whitlock. 

Proofs: 

¶ Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows Matthew William Henson, b. 30 Sept 1955 

in Washington, DC, d. July 1981, black male. 

¶ Social Security Death Index shows Matthew Henson, b. 30 September 1955, d. July 1981. 

¶ US Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File shows Matthew Henson, b. 30 September 

1955, d. 30 July 1981; he enlisted in the US Army on 29 August 1974 and was released 22 April 

1976.   

NOTE:  The above assertion, although possible, is not yet proven to high genealogical standards, in that 

the link from Matthew IV (?) up to Matthew III is not fully documented.  

The entire line above, if proven, would stretch from the 1860s to the present, and would represent a 

remarkable new development.  

The graphic below shows the major elements of the line above, which is speculative at this point, as 

indicated by the question mark. 
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Descents in the US from the Siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson 

There are asserted descents from the siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson.  The main source for these 

is Professor S. Allen Counter, ibid., pp. 38, 39, 108, 109, 240, 241.  He says that:   

In a 1947 [newspaper] interview, Matthew Henson stated that his only living relatives were his 

sister (Eliza Henson Carter) and her children (including Virginia Carter Brannum, who died at age 

93 in 1999), living in Washington, DC.  Audrey Mebane is the 

daughter of Virginia Carter Brannum.  My research shows that he 

visited his sister in Washington, DC on numerous occasions.  

Matthew Henson also had a brother from Maryland who moved 

to the Boston area, where he is survived by his great-niece, Olive 

Henson Fulton.  Their consanguinity with Matthew Henson has 

been extensively documented.   

Counter also stated that Matthew Alexander Henson had a brother David 

Henson, who moved from Washington, DC to Boston; that David had a son 

George Henson, who had five children including Olive Henson Fulton. 

The website www.matthewhenson.com asserts that Lemuel and Caroline 

Henson had the following children: Matthew Alexander Henson, S. 

Henson, female, b. 1864; M. Henson, female, b. 1898; and Eliza Henson, 

female, b. 1870.  Eliza had a grand-daughter Audrey Mebane, living in 

Washington, DC. 

On that website, also see the 17 June 2003 letter from Professor Counter re the only Matthew Henson 

relatives in the US that he had identified.  

Examining these statements, we can extract and expand and attempt to document the following 

assertions re two lines.  

 

Henson Monument, 
Arlington National Cemetery 

http://www.matthewhenson.com/
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The Carter-Brannum-Mebane Line 

Assertion:  Matthew Alexander Henson had a sister Eliza Henson Carter, b. May 1870 in VA.  She 

married James Carter in about 1892, he was b. February 1860 in VA, d. between 1910 and 1920. 

Proofs: 

¶ S. Allen Counter, ibid. cites a statement by explorer Matthew Alexander Henson in a 1947 

newspaper interview that he had a sister Eliza Henson Carter.  (NOTE: The original newpaper 

article has not been located.) 

¶ US Census for 1900 for Washington, DC shows James Carter, head of household, 40, b. February 

1860, black male, married 8 years, b. in VA and both parents b. in VA;  Liza Carter, 30, wife, b. 

May 1870, black female, married 8 years (hence married about 1892), b. in VA with father b. in 

VA and mother b. in MD.   Also in the household are sons Ernest, 7, b. June 1892, b. in DC; 

Robert, 5, b. February 1895, b. in DC; Newton, 2, b. March 1898, b. in DC; and James, 9/10 of a 

year, b. August 1899, b. in DC.  All four sons had their father and mother both born in Virginia.   

¶ US Census for 1910 for Washington, DC shows James Carter, 44, head of household, black male, 

married only once for 13 years, b. in VA, with both parents b. in VA, street laborer, not able to 

read or write; Eliza Carter, 34, black female, married only once for 13 years, with 6 children, not 

able to read or write, laundress, b. in MD with both parents b. in MD.  Also in the household are 

sons Ernest, 17, single; Robert, 15; Newton, 10; James, 9; LeRoy, 6; and Virginia, 4.  All of the 

children were born in DC, with their father born in Virginia and mother in Maryland.   

¶ US Census for 1920 for Washington, DC shows Elizabeth Carter, 50, black female, widowed, 

head of household, not able to read or write, laundress, b. in MD with both parents b. in MD.  

!ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀǊŜ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ Ernest, 30, single, bricklayer; Clifton, 24, married (?, 

hard to read), clerk; and Marshall, 20, single, clerk.  All three sons were born in DC, with their 

father b. in DC and mother b. in MD.   

NOTE: more information on the Matthew to Eliza link and pareƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜΦ  .ǳǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ 

assertion is strong enough to rate this as reasonably proven. 

Assertion:  Eliza Henson Carter and James Carter had children, including Virginia Carter b. 23 September 

1905 and d. 6 February 1999 in Washington, DC.  Virginia Carter married Ralph Brannum in DC on 10 July 

1939. He was b. 15 December 1902 and d. άƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎΣέ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/. 

¶ S. Allen Counter, ibid. cites statement in a 1947 newspaper by Matthew Henson that he had a 

sister Eliza Henson Carter and she had a daughter Virginia Carter Brannum.  Counter states 

Virginia was 93 when she d. in 1999 in Washington, DC. 

¶ Obituary Daily Times Index for Virginia Brannum shows an obituary published 11 February 1999. 

¶ US Census for 1910 for Washington, DC, ibid. (shows James Carter and Eliza Carter with 

daughter Virginia Carter) 

¶ DC Marriage Records show Virginia Carter, 32, b. c. 1907, married on 10 July 1939 to Ralph 

Brunnum, 36, b. c. 1903. 

¶ World War II Draft Cards show Ralph Brannum, 39, b. 15 December 1902, black male, resident of 

DC, рΩоέΣ мср ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǿith family contact Virginia Brannum.  (However, his WW I Draft Card 

shows a b. date of 15 December 1900.) 
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¶ US Social Security Death Index shows Virginia C. Brannum, b. 23 September 1905 and d. 6 

February 1999, with last residence in Washington, DC.  

¶ US Social Security Applications and Claims Index shows Virginia Carter, with spouse Ralph 

Brannum and child Irma Carter Davis (Irma Carter Brannum). Irma is a black female, b. 6 July 

1925 and d. 15 July 1997. 

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1940 shows Ralph Brannum (incorrectly transcribed as 

ά.Ǌŀƴƴƻƴέ throughout the record in the computerized version but correct in the original 

document), 33, b. in DC, 4th grade education, Negro male,  truck driver doing his own hauling; 

with wife Virginia Brannum/Brannon, 32, b. in DC, education through the second year of high 

school, Negro female, single, domestic worker;  daughter Audrey, 17, b. in DC, 6th grade 

education, Negro female, single; daughter Irma, 14, b. in DC, 5th grade education, Negro female, 

single; and Eliza Carter, 52, b. in MD, widowed, mother-in-law of Ralph, no education, Negro 

female.   

¶ Washington Post obituaries online for 12 February 1999 shows Virginia C. Brannum, 93, d. in 

Washington, DC at the Washington NuǊǎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ŜȄǘ ƛǎΥ άVirginia C. Brannum, Clerk: Virginia 

C. Brannum, 93, a former clerk at St. Ann's Infant and Maternity Home in Hyattsville, died of 

colon cancer Feb. 6 at the Washington Nursing Facility. Mrs. Brannum was a lifelong Washington 

resident. She worked 25 years at St. Ann's Infant and Maternity Home before retiring in the 

1970s. She was a member of Epiphany Catholic Church in Washington. Her husband, Ralph 

Brannum, died in the 1950s. Survivors include one daughter, Audrey C. Mebane of Washington; 

seven grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; and 22 great-great-grandchildren.έ  {ŜŜΥ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1999/02/12/obituaries/e8c68a5e-9fdd-425f-

8b14-fedc3fb79acd/  

Assertion:  Virginia Carter and Ralph Brannum had children, including Audrey C. Brannum, b. 23 March 

1923 in DC, d. 10 December 2010 at Ft. Washington, Prince Georges Co., MD.  Audrey married Joseph 

Roberts Mebane, b. 5 March 1921 in Carroll Co., MD, d. July 1985 in Washington, DC, and had numerous 

descendants, including Jill Mebane, Genise Stancil, and various grand-children and great-grand-children. 

Proofs: 

¶ US Cemetery and Funeral Home Collection shows Audrey C. Mebane, female, 87, b. 23 March 

1923 in DC and d. at Fort Washington, MD on 10 December 2010, with children Diane C. Savoy 

and Brenda K. Smith.   

¶ Newspapers.com Obituaries Index for Baltimore, MD, shows Audrey Mebane, female, with 

spouse Joseph R. Mebane, d. c. 1985, with sibling Ladys [Gladys?] Combs and children Genise 

Stancil and Jill Mebane (from The Baltimore Sun, 14 July 1985, p. 29). 

¶ US WW II Draft Cards shows Joseph Roberts Mebane, b. 5 March 1921 in Carroll Co., MD, Negro 

maƭŜΣ рΩтέΣ мпл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣ with family contact Velma Mebane, at 1101 E. Arlington Ave., 

Baltimore, dated 14 February 1942. 

¶ Virginia Marriage Records for 1985 for Richmond, VA show Jill Deneane Mebane, 25, b. in 1960 

in Washington, DC, black female, first marriage, with father Joseph Roberts Mebane and mother 

Lila Annette Waddy, marrying on 22 November 1985 to Wallace Edana Townsend, 30, of 

Pennsylvania.  (NOTE: since this record shows that Jill Mebane was not the daughter of Audrey 

Henson Mebane, that means that Jill is not in the Henson blood- and DNA-line, and hence will 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1999/02/12/obituaries/e8c68a5e-9fdd-425f-8b14-fedc3fb79acd/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1999/02/12/obituaries/e8c68a5e-9fdd-425f-8b14-fedc3fb79acd/
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not be shown in the summary chart below.  It is assumed that Genise Stancil is the biological 

daughter of Audrey (per the newpaper report listed above), but that is not proven for certain 

and more documentation is desirable.) 

¶ US High School Yearbooks for McKinley Technical High School for 1963 shows Genise Mebane, 

16, b. c. 1947. 

¶ US Social Security Death Index shows Audrey C. Mebane, b. 23 March 1923, d. 10 December 

2010 at Fort Washington, Prince Georges Co., MD. 

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1940, ibid. (shows Audrey daughter of Virginia, daughter of 

Eliza). 

¶ US Social Security Death Index shows Joseph Mebane, b. 5 March 1921, d. July 1985, with last 

residence in Washington, DC. 

¶ Counter statement, ibid. 

¶ Website https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=audrey-c-

mebane&pid=147146922&fhid=2356 states that Audrey C. Mebane died 10 December 2010, 

and lists descendants Brenda K. (William) Smith and Diane C. (Roland) Savoy, plus six 

grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren.   

NOTE:  The bullets above need a more documented link from the adult Audrey to her mother Virginia.  

The graphic below presents the line discussed above.  As mentioned above, more details on Genise 

Mebane Stancil are highly desirable.  

 

As presented above, Genise is the great-grandniece of explorer Matthew Alexander Henson. 

*****  

The David HensonτEarl HensonτOlive Fulton-Henson Line 

Recall that Professor Counter of Harvard asserted the following line: 

 Assertion 1:  Matthew Alexander Henson had a brother David Henson, living in Boston, who had George 

Henson, who had five children including Olive Henson Fulton.   

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=audrey-c-mebane&pid=147146922&fhid=2356
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=audrey-c-mebane&pid=147146922&fhid=2356
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NOTE: This line above, asserted by Counter (ibid., see especially p. 39) could not be proven and 

appears to be partially incorrect.  The correct two assertions are show below, with proofs. 

Assertion A: Matthew Alexander Henson had a brother David J. Henson, b. February 1863 in 

Washington, DC, who moved to Boston, married in 1885 to Maude Irene Briscoe, b. September 1868 in 

Washington, DC, d. 9 May 1904 in Boston, MA, and had Earl Augustine Henson, b. 27 March 1894 in 

Boston MA, d. 29 June 1970 in Boston, MA.   

Proofs: 

¶ Counter (ibid., p. 39) states that Olive Henson Fulton said her grandfather was David Henson, 

and ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ άƎǊŜŀǘ ǳƴŎƭŜ aŀǘǘέ (brother of David) several times at his home in New 

York, and that he would describe his adventures with the Eskimos in Greenland and his 

expedition to the North Pole. 

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1880 shows David Henson, 15, b. c. 1865 in DC, black male, 

apprenticed to a barber, with both parents (not shown) b. in MD; he is in a large family and is 

apparently the grandson of matriarch Elizabeth Brent, 79, widowed black female, b. in MD with 

both parents b. in MD.  (This is likely the correct David but this is not certain.) 

¶ US Census for Boston, MA for 1900 shows David J. Henson, 37, b. February 1863 in Washington, 

DC, both his parents b. in DC, janitor, can read and write;  married in 1885 to Maude I. Henson, 

31, b. September 1868 in Washington, DC, black female, mother of 12 children (!) of whom 4 are 

now living, can read and write; the family is residing on N. Anderson St. in Ward 8.  Children 

listed include: Pearl A. HensonΣ άǎƻƴΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŀƭŜέ όΗύΣ сΣ ōΦ aŀǊŎƘ муфп in MA, both parents b. in 

DC; Florence G. Henson, 5, b. April 1895 in MA, black female, both parents b. in DC; May 

Henson, 0/12 (?), b. May 1900 in MA, black female, both parents b. in DC.  Also in the household 

arŜ ǘǿƻ άōƻŀǊŘŜǊǎΣέ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ  bƻǘŜΥ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ άtŜŀǊƭέ ƛǎ 

apparently explained below in the Massachusetts Marriage Records, which sƘƻǿǎ άEarl A. 

IŜƴǎƻƴέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ aŀǳŘŜ IŜƴǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ǘŀƪŜǊ likely misheard the name.  

LǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ 9ŀǊƭ άtŜŀǊƭέ !Φ IŜƴǎƻƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ς Pearl! 

¶ Massachusetts Town and Vital Records for Boston for 27 March 1894 show David and Maud 

IŜƴǎƻƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ άIŜƴǎƻƴΣέ όŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

chosen yet, or the infant did not survive).  The parents were both born in Washington, DC, and 

live at 86 W. Cedar St.  David Henson is a waiter.  The location of birth is McLean St. (apparently 

a hospital at that location) and the delivering physician is J. Perkins. 

¶ Massachusetts Death Records for Boston, MA for 1898 show Amy Henson, age 0 (zero) (in the 

transcription; original shows 9 months old) black female, d. on 1 September 1898 of diarrhea, 

resident of Rainisford Isle (?), MA, with father David J. Henson and mother Maud I. Briscoe, both 

b. in Washington, DC.   

¶ Boston, MA Death Records for 1902 show David J. Henson and Maud I. Bricoe (sic? Could be 

Bricoo or Bricco), both b. in Washington, DC, having a child Edward Henson, black, who died at 

26 days old, of pneumonia, on 16 January 1902. 

¶ Massachusetts Death Records, City of Boston for 1904, shows Maud I. Henson, 35, d. aged 35 

years and 1 day in Boston on 9 May 1904, b. in Washington, DC, colored female, housewife, 

maiden name Briscoe, cause of death pneumonia for 5 days, place of burial Mt. Benedict; 
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ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢Φ όǎƛŎύ IŜƴǎƻƴΤ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ ¢Φ .ǊƛǎŎƻŜ ōΦ ƛƴ a5Τ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩ ƴŀƳŜ 9ƭƭŜƴ 

(unknown). 

¶ Massachusetts Death Records, City of Boston for 1904, shows May Irene Henson, 4 years and 13 

days old, d. on 11 June 1904 of cerebral meningitis and cardiac exhaustion, black single female, 

resident of Haverhill, Boston, b. in Boston, father David J. Henson and mother Maude Irene 

Briscoe, both b. in Washington, DC.  Informant is David J. Henson of West Street. 

¶ New Hampshire Marriage and Divorce Records for 1917 show Earl A. Henson of Boston, 23, of 

Boston, MA, a soldier, with parents David J. Henson, 53, of New London, CT, waiter, b. in 

Washington, DC and Maude Irene Henson, 45, residence iǎ άŘŜŀŘέΚΣ άŘŜŎŜΩŘέ όŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƛƭƭŜƎƛōƭŜύΣ 

b. in Washington, DC;  marrying on the 23rd of April, 1917 by a Justice of the Peace in Dover, NH 

to Pearl A. Desmond, 19, of Boston, b. in Nova Scotia, with parents John J. Desmond, 40, residing 

in NYC, chauffer, b. in NS (apparently Nova Scotia) and Sophia (?) M. Desmond, 41, residing in 

Boston, b. in NS.  All parties are of the ά/ƻƭέ ǊŀŎŜ. This is the first marriage for both Earl and 

Pearl. 

¶ Find-a-Grave shows the grave of Earl A. Henson, b. 27 March 1894, d. 29 June 1970 in Mt. Hope 

Cemetery, Boston, MA.  A photo of the grave is provided. 

Assertion B: Earl Augustine Henson, b. March 1894 in MA,  d. 29 June 1970 in Boston, MA, married on 

23 April 1917 in Dover, NH, to Pearl A. Desmond, b. c. 1898 in Nova Scotia, d. 9 March 1964 in Boston;  

and had children (among others) Olive C. Henson, b. 13 May 1927 in MA, d. 10 November 2011 in MA. 

Olive married (unknown) Fulton.  

Proofs: 

¶ New Hampshire Marriage and Divorce Records for Earl A. Henson, ibid. 

¶ US Census for Boston, MA for 1940 shows Earl A. Henson, 43, b. in MA, Negro male, attended 3rd 

yr. of high school, laborer at WPA sewer construction project, worked 49 weeks last year and 

was paid $667; married to Pearl (or Peark? or Pearle?) Henson, 40, b. in Nova Scotia, Negro 

female, attended 1st yr. of high school; with children: Earle H. Henson, 19, b. in MA, kitchen 

helper, Negro male; Olive C. Henson, 12, b. in MA, attended 6th grade, Negro female; and Paul C. 

Henson, 10, b. in MA, attended 3rd grade, Negro male.  

¶ US World War II Draft Card Index shows Earl Augustine Henson, b. 27 March 1894 in Boston, 

MA, living in Boston, with family contact Olive Henson, working at the Boston Navy Yard. Earl is 

ŀ bŜƎǊƻ ƳŀƭŜΣ рΩрέΣ мол ǇƻǳƴŘǎΦ 

¶ The City Directory for Boston, MA for 1892 shows David Henson, waiter, home at 12 Strong pl. 

¶ Newspapers.com Obituaries Index shows Earl A. Henson, father of Olive Fulton, a.k.a. Olive 

Henson.  The listing is from the Boston Globe of Tuesday, 30 June 1970, p. 30.  

¶ Newspapers.com Obituaries Index shows Pearl H. Henson, resident of Scituate, MA, d. 9 March 

1964, with spouse Earl A. Henson, and Pearl is the mother of Paul C. Henson, Earl H. Henson, 

and Olive Fulton.  The listing is from the Boston Globe of Tuesday, 10 March 1964, p. 23.  

¶ US Social Security Applications shows Paul C. Henson, b. 31 October 1929, d. 1 September 2004, 

and the SSDI adds that his last residence was in Honolulu, Hawaii. The US Department of 

Veterans Affairs BIRLs Death Index shows the same dates and states he was in the US Air Force. 

(Note: no issue for Paul Henson could be found on line.) 
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¶ US Social Security Applications shows Earl Harvey Henson, black male, b. 21 May 1920 in Boston, 

MA, d. 12 May 2006, with father Earl A. Henson and mother Pearl H. Desmond.  

¶ US Obituary Collection shows Earl Harvey Henson, 85, male, b. c. 1921 in Boston, resident of 

Malden, MA but d. in New Port Richey, FL on 12 May 2006, with spouse Joanne, child Martha 

Henson, and sibling Olive Henson.  Publication is the Tampa Bay Times, p. 148, of 14 May 2006, 

published in St. Petersburg, FL.  

¶ Tampa Bay Times states that Earl Harvey Henson, 85, of New Port Richey, FL, d. 12 May 2006, b. 

in Boston, MA and came to New Port Richie 27 years ago from Malden, MA.  He was a 

Lieutenant in the City of Boston Fire Department and a WW II veteran.  He was a past 

commander of the AmVets, and was survived by his wife of 56 years, JoseǇƘƛƴŜ WƻŀƴƴŜ άWƻƛŜέ 

Henson, daughter Martha Henson of Los Angeles, CA, sister Olive Henson of Boston, MA and 

several nieces and nephews.  A son (hard to read), possibly Earl Henson II, died previously. See: 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tampabaytimes/obituary.aspx?n=earl-

henson&pid=17807203 

¶ Tampa Bay Times, 2 January 2013, online, states Josephine Henson, of New Port Richey, FL, d. 

29 December 2012, and is survived by daughter, Martha, past President of the AmVets Auxillery 

(sic), service at St. Stephens Church. See the following: 

https://www.tampabay.com/archive/2013/01/02/obituaries/  

¶ World War II Draft Cards for Young Men shows Earl Harvey Henson, 25, b. 21 May 1920 in 

.ƻǎǘƻƴΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴΣ a!Σ bŜƎǊƻ ƳŀƭŜΣ рΩуΦрέ ŀƴŘ мсл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣ with wife Josephine 

Henson, 221 W. Springfield St. 

¶ US Social Security Death Index shows Olive C. Fulton, b. 13 May 1927, d. 10 November 2011 in 

MA. 

¶ Bronx Co., NY Divorce and Civil Cases Index, shows Olive Henson Fulton filing a civil suit on 2 

February 1988 against the Woodlawn Cemetery Company. 

¶ US City Directory for Boston, MA for 1957 shows Olive C. HensonΣ άǿƪǊ /ƛǘȅ IƻǎǇέ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ 

ŀǘ άмл LƴǘŜǊǾŀƭŜΣ wƻȄέ όRoxbury, MA?), with Paul Henson and Pearl Henson living at the same 

address. 

¶ US City Directory for Boston, MA for 1977 shows άFulton-Hensom, Olive C., clk, V A Hospital h 

ώƘƻǳǎŜϐ снн ² tŀǊƪ {ǘΦ ό5ύΦέ 

¶ .ƻǎǘƻƴ /ƛǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ мфум ǎƘƻǿǎ άCǳƭǘƻƴ-Hensom, OliǾŜ /Φέ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ снн tŀǊƪ {ǘΦΣ 

5ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎΥ ά[ŜŜ 9ǳƎ {Φέ ǇǊŜǎǳƳably Eugene S. Lee. 

NOTE:  The above line has good proofs from David Henson down to Olive Henson, but the link from 

David over to his asserted brother Matthew Alexander Henson could use additional proofs and details re 

their parentage.  (Consider the possibility that the relationship was only as half-brothers, not brothers.) 

However, given the personal testimony of Olive in visiting her great-uncle Matt, this line can be 

considered proven to a reasonable standard.  (Also, finding the full name and details of the husband of 

Olive C. Henson would be highly desirable; on-line resources did not provide more information.)  The 

graphic below presents this line. 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tampabaytimes/obituary.aspx?n=earl-henson&pid=17807203
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tampabaytimes/obituary.aspx?n=earl-henson&pid=17807203
https://www.tampabay.com/archive/2013/01/02/obituaries/
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The relationship of Olive C. Henson to Matthew Alexander Henson is that she is likely (but not certain) to 

be the grandniece of Matthew.   

 

The next section will deal with issues in finding and tracing Lemuel Henson, the asserted father of David 

and Matthew Henson. 

Challenges in Tracing Lemuel Henson 

Tracing Lemuel Henson, father of explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, is very challenging.  Recall that 

the best primary evidence we have on him is: 

¶ The New York City marriage certificate of Matthew Henson and Lucy Jane Ross, in 1907, which 

ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ [ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎΦ  No dates 

of birth/death or other details for these two persons are given.  

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Dark Companion, ibid., p. 18, (written in 1947) that ƘŜ άŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мусуΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΧ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ [ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴΧέ ŀƴŘ [ŜƳǳŜƭ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǊŜƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ bŜƭƭƛŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŘƻǿŜŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦ  

The name of the first wife was unknown to Matthew. 

Also recall from the earlier timeline discussion for Matthew Henson that at some point Lemuel moved 

from Charles County, MD to Washington, DC, Georgetown, or that area, and died of a rupture when 

Matthew was still young.  I postulate that this occurred in 1875, probably in DC.  I also postulate that 

[ŜƳǳŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ мутл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ a5Σ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ά[Φ IŀƴǎƻƴΦέ  ό{ŜŜ ǘƘŜ 

earlier discussion.)  

Previous researchers and relatives who have posted trees on the Internet have often identified Lemuel 

Henson of Washington, DC, who appears in the 1870 Census for that jurisdiction, as the target person.  

For example, the Kersey Family Tree on Ancestry.com identifies Lemuel (father of Matthew) as born in 

1832 in Maryland, using as sources the 1870 DC Census, and also the 1880 DC Census (hence asserting 

that the correct Lemuel was alive in 1880).  There are 52 other similar family trees on Ancestry which 

use these sources, many of which assert that Lemuel was born in 1832 (or 1836, with no sources cited), 

and lived in Washington, DC for the 1870 and sometimes was alive for the 1880 Census.  

The attractions of this argument are: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳƛǎǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ άIŜƴǎƻƴέ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ 
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¶ The name Lemuel is relatively rare. 

¶ The Lemuel Henson in the two Censuses is black, and was born in Maryland. 

¶ His birth year, often cited as 1832, is quite plausible for fathering Matthew around 1865-6, when 

Lemuel was 33-34.   

Unfortunately, there is a serious problem with this person.  A reasonably convincing case can be made 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ [ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

statements, his father died of a rupture when Matthew was young.  The exact year is not clear, but 

certainly Lemuel died before Matthew ran off to sea in about 1874-80.   

Presented below are pieces of evidence in chronological order, that all seem to refer to the Lemuel 

Henson born in Maryland in 1832, who appears in most family trees.   

In summary, what we see below is the life history of a black man, Lemuel Henson, born in Maryland, 

who comes to Washington, DC before 1867 (and hence probably too early to be the father of Matthew 

who is still back in Maryland), then he works as a carpenter and later a wheelwright in DC.  He has a 

family, with wife Margaret (probably Margaret Tinker), has various children, appears in numerous DC 

City Directories from 1867 to 1908, then dies before 1908, and even appears posthumously in the City 

Directory for that year, with his wife Margaret, who is still alive.  In 1891 and 1894 another Lemuel 

Henson appears simultaneously in the DC City Directories, listed as a laborer.   

The evidence re this Lemuel Henson is presented below, in chronological order: 

¶ The City Directory for Washington, DC for 1уст ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ [ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ άόŎύέ ώƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

άŎƻƭƻǊŜŘέϐΣ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀǘ άƘ ѹ Ŝ Ǌ h ǎƻǳǘƘΦέ   

¶ CŀƳƛƭȅ{ŜŀǊŎƘΦƻǊƎ CǊŜŜŘƳŀƴΩǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ 5/ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜŘ мс 

October 1867 from the Assistant Quartermaster, directing that 250 feet of hemlock boards be 

sold to Lemuel Henson. 

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1870 records a Lemuel Henson, 38, b. c. 1832 in MD, 

carpenter, black male, living east of 7th Street, cannot read or write; wife Margaret, 27, b. c. 

1843 in MD, black female, cannot read or write;  and children Anna M (age 11), b. in MD; Ann L 

(5), b. in DC; and Evelina (2), b. in DC.  

¶ The City Directory for Washington, DC for 1874 shows a Lemuel Henson, laborer, at 5th nr. 1st SE.  

(See the discussion below re this entry.) 

¶ Familysearch.org DC Deaths shows Lena Morris, b. 4 March 1874 in DC, female, domestic, living 

at 737 Navy Place SE, DC, d. 5 November 1928 in DC, buried at Rosemont Cemetery, with 

parents Lemuel Henson, b. in MD, and mother Margaret Tinker, b. in MD, with spouse Banks 

Morris.  

¶ DC Select Births and FamilySearch.org DC Births ǎƘƻǿ ά[ŜƳǳƭƭέ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ¢ƛƴƪŜǊ IŜƴǎƻƴ 

having a άŎƻƭΩŘέ male child (unnamed) in DC on 7 August 1876.  Both parents are b. in MD. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1879 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale.  (Hillsdale is 

apparently in SE DC, on the south side of the Anacostia River, across from Ft. McNair, and near 

the Frederick Douglass National Historic Site.) 

¶ US Census for Washington, DC for 1880 records a Samuel (Lemuel?) Henson, 44, b. c. 1836 in 

MD, carpenter, black male, living off Sumner Avenue, cannot read or write, with father and 

mother both b. in MD; wife Margaret, 35, b. c. 1845 in MD, black female, cannot read or write, 
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with father and mother both b. in MD; and children Lavinia [this could be Ann L from 10 years 

previously], (14), b. in DC with both parents b. in MD; Evelina (12), b. in DC with both parents b. 

in MD; William Joseph (8), b. in DC with both parents b. in MD; Alexander Henson (6), b. in DC 

with both parents b. in MD, George A. (3), b. in DC with both parents b. in MD; Samuel C, b. June 

1879 in DC with both parents b. in MD; and Cyrene (2), b. in DC with both parents b. in MD. [This 

is almost certainly the same family as shown earlier in the 1870 Census, since in both cases the 

first name is similar, the last name is identical, the wife in both is named Margaret, one of the 

children is name Evelina and her birth dates match exactly, both the man and wife were born in 

Maryland, both are living in DC, and in both cases the man (Samuel/Lemuel) is a carpenter.] 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1886 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, on Sumner Avenue. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1887 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1888 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1889 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1890 shows Lemuel Henson, residence at 907 NJ Ave. SE. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1891 shows Lemuel Henson, residence at 905 1st SE, and also 

shows Lemuel Henson, laborer, residence at 1210 1st SE. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1892 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1894 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale and next to that 

listing is Lemuel Henson, laborer, living at 308 K St. SW. 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1895 shows Lemuel Henson, wheelwright, in Hillsdale. 

¶ [A search of the US Census for DC in 1900 for Lemuel (or Samuel) Henson (or Hanson) did not 

reveal any plausible person.] 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1908 shows Lemuel Henson, 2801 Dunbarton Ave., NW. 

¶ [A search of the US Census for DC in 1910 for Lemuel (or Samuel) Henson (or Hanson) did not 

reveal any plausible person.] 

¶ The City Directory for DC for 1913 shows Margaret Henson, widow of Lemuel Henson, living at 

38 Sumner. 

Hence the evidence above seems to show that this carpenter Lemuel 

Henson lives much too long to be the father of Matthew Henson, since 

that target Lemuel Henson died roughly 35 years before this long-lived 

Lemuel.  

Note, however, that the DC City Directory for 1874 lists a Lemuel Henson 

as a laborer, not as a carpenter (or wheelwright), which is the listing 

elsewhere, except where there is a dual listing of a laborer and a 

carpenter.  Perhaps this laborer is the correct Lemuel Henson, since he is 

living in DC, and this is the right period, and he has not yet died before 

the 1880 Census?   But if so, then where is Lemuel Henson the carpenter 

in the Directory?  (By the way, tƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ [ŜƳǳŜƭ άIŀƴǎƻƴΣέ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΣ 

listed in this Directory.)  The question is unresolved. 

hƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ [ŜƳǳŜƭ ƛǎ [ŜƳǳŜƭ άIŀƴǎƻƴΣέ ōƻǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ муол ƛƴ 

Maryland, who appears in the 1880 Census, as follows: 

Henson Trail in Montgomery 
County, MD 
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¶ US Census for Middletown, Charles Co., MD for 1880 shows Lemueƭ άIŀƴǎƻƴΣέ рлΣ ōΦ ŀōƻǳǘ муол 

in MD, black male, single, farm hand; with mother Harriet Hanson, 70, b. c. 1810 in MD, black 

female, keeping house, widowed; and grandson George Hanson, 9, b. c. 1871 in MD, black male.  

All three persons have both parents b. in MD, and none can read and write.    

The issue with this person is that the correct Lemuel should have been dead by 1880, and should have 

moved away from Charles County, to Georgetown/DC, by the time of this Census. 

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ά[Ŝƴ Iŀƴǎƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛŦŜ άbŜƭƭƛŜ Iŀƴǎƻƴέ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муул /Ŝƴǎǳǎ Ŧƻr Nanjemoy, 

MD.  He is 41, black, a farmer and she is 24, mulatto, and their children are Rosalee, 15, Maynard, 14, 

Lysa, 12, Madison (male), 11, Joseph, 2 and Chapeleur, 10/12ths.  All members of the household were b. 

in MD and all their parents were b. in MD.  This family is attractive in that a Nellie is present and a Nellie 

was known to be the third wife of Lemuel; that Len could be Lemuel; and the family is black/mulatto and 

located in Nanjemoy.  However, as in the case immediately above, the correct Lemuel should be dead by 

1880, and Nellie and her children should be located in DC or nearby, not in Nanjemoy, MD. 

In the search for Lemuel Henson, a page-by-page review was undertaken of the 1850 Hill Top, Charles 

County, MD and 1860 Nanjemoy, Charles County, MD ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ άIŀƴǎƻƴέ ƻǊ 

other similar targets that might be helpful.  Nothing was found. 

BŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ L ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘέ [ŜƳǳŜƭ IŜƴǎƻƴ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƎŜƴŜrated a very small 

paper trail, and that is limited to the statements of his son Matthew, and to the US Census for 1870 for 

NanƧŜƳƻȅ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά[Φ Iŀƴǎƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛŦŜ ά/Φ Iŀƴǎƻƴέ ό/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜύ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ 

άaΦ Iŀƴǎƻƴέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿύΦ  This ά[έ Lemuel moved to DC after the 1870 Census, and generated no trace 

findable to date, before the 1880 Census, because he had died before 1880, likely in DC/Georgetown.    

Relationship of Matthew Alexander Henson to Josiah Henson 

As high an authority as the United States Senate has asserted that there is a genealogical relationship 

between explorer Matthew Alexander Henson and Reverend Josiah Henson.  Senate Resolution 553 of 

2008, introduced by Senator Ben Cardin of Maryland, congratulated Charles County on its 350th 

anniversary, and stated that:  

Whereas Josiah Henson escaped slavery and fled from Charles County to Canada, where he 

ǿǊƻǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ŀ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊ {ǘƻǿŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ 

¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ; [and] Whereas WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƴŜǇƘŜǿΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǎƻƴ, left Charles 

County farmland to become an Arctic explorer, venturing to the North Pole and going on to 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳΧ όCongressional Record ς Senate, V. 154, Pt. 6, p. 7782, 6 May 

2008, emphasis added.) 

Similarly, Black in Time Enterprises ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǎƻƴ άǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ƎǊŀƴŘ-nephew 
ƻŦ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ǌǳƴŀǿŀȅ ǎƭŀǾŜΧέ όaŀǊŎƘ фΣ нлмф CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎΤ ƴƻ ǇǊƻƻŦǎ ƻǊ ƭƛƴŜ 
supplied). 

On the other hand, Bradley Robinson, author of Dark Companion: the Story of Matthew Henson, written 

with Matthew Henson, states (pp. 18-19) that:  

TƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊǳƳƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ WƻǎƛŀƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ŜƳǳŜƭΩǎ ώŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǎƻƴϐΧbut 

no-one accurately could say there was a blood tie between Lemuel and Josiah.   
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Determining such a link would be fascinating genealogically and would be of great interest to The 

Explorers Club, of which Matthew Henson was a distinguished member.  No one has formally examined 

this question, but it one that is very frequently 

asked in Montgomery County, Maryland, which is 

building a museum to honor Reverend Josiah 

Henson, at the site where he was enslaved for 

many years; and which is also the location of the 

Matthew Henson State Park and trail.  

One possible link between the two is possibly 

asserted in a hand-ŘǊŀǿƴ ƭƛƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

Draft of the Henson Family Tree, Courtesy of the 

M-b/tt/Σέ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴ 

had a brother James Henson, b. 1799 in MD; 

James had a son Charles Henson, b. 1823 in MD; 

and Charles had a son George, b. 1854 in 

Annapolis, MD.  This latter date of 1854 would 

get the line down close to the time of Matthew 

Henson, who was born about 1865-6.  This 

section analyzes these assertions, to see if this 

line could intersect with the ancestry of Matthew Henson.   

Assertion: Reverend Josiah Henson had a brother James Henson, b. c. 1799 in Charles Co., MD. 

Proofs: 

¶ James is likely older than Josiah, since before the 1805 sale in which Josiah was sold, his family 

consisted of his mothŜǊ ŀƴŘ άǘƘǊŜŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƻȅǎΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘέ όRebecca 

Webster, et al., Lƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ WƻǎƛŀƘ IŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ό{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƛǘȅΣ a5Υ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ 

2017, p. 21). From his account of his early life, in which the first major incident is the flogging of 

JosiŀƘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ άƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘέ (Josiah Henson, ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Iƛǎ [ƛŦŜ 

(Madison and Adams Press, 2019), p. 13), it is reasonable to assume that James was born in 

Charles Co., MD. 

¶ WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ άƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǎƛȄ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ όƭŜǎǎ the father, who had been sold away 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘύ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŎtƘŜǊǎƻƴ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ άǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣέ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

McPherson drowned and Josiah was sold away in 1805. (Henson, ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ, ibid., pp. 

14-15.)  At that point or soon after he likely was forcibly moved to Montgomery County, 

Maryland.  So it appears that his asserted brother James would have remained behind in Charles 

County in 1805. Henson does not mention his brother James in his public writings, and it is not 

clear what happened to him after 1805. Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ WƻǎƛŀƘΣ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ άƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ όIŜƴǎƻƴΣ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ, ibid., pp. 56), had 

rescued his brother from slavery before the civil war, that he would have mentioned it in his 

several autobiographies.  Therefore if James joined Josiah in Canada, it seems likely that it was 

after the Civil War.   

¶ The US Census for 1830 for Baltimore, MD, Ward 5, shows a James Henson in a household with 
2 free colored males aged 36-54; 1 free colored female aged 36-54; and 1 free colored female 
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under 10 years old.  It seems unlikely ς but possible -- ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƻǳǊέ Wŀmes, 
since the Baltimore James Henson is free in 1830, and the Charles County James was enslaved 
from birth.  

¶ US Census for 1860 for Baltimore, MD, Ward 5, shows James Henson, 60, b. c. 1800, black male, 
a porter, with wife Amelia, 58, black female; neither can read or write.  Again, it seems unlikely 
that this free couple are the target couple, but it is possible.  

¶ The City Directory for Baltimore, MD for 1863 shows three persons named James Henson, a 
brickmaker, a waiter and a laborer.  It is unclear if these men are free blacks, or white.   

¶ City and Area Directories list, for Ontario, Kent Co. Gazetteer, 1865, shows a James Henson. 

¶ Canadian Census for 1861 for Ontario, Kent Co., Harwich area shows James Henson, 57, b. c. 
1804 in the US, laborer;  Addy (or Atha?), 50, b. c. 1815 in the US, married woman, and had at 
least six children: Mary Jane Henson, 14, b. c. 1847 in the US, Topiter (sic? Jupiter?), 11, b. c. 
1850 in the US (unclear if this person is male or female, he/she is marked as both!); Olars (sic? 
Oliver?), 8, b. c. 1853 in the US; Katherine, 6, b. c. 1855, b. in UC (meaning Upper Canada); 
Charles P. (or B.?), 3, b. c. 1858 in UC; and Margaret, 1, b. c. 1860 in UC.  All the children are 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŎƘƛƭŘΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ WŀƳŜǎΦ  !ƭƭ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
are listed as άW Meth,έ meaning Wesleyan Methodist.  This family seems quite likely to be the 
correct one.  The family head has the correct name, the family origin in the US and race are 
fight, the religion is right, and the Harwich area is close to ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ 5ŀǿƴ 
settlement. Note the birth locations and dates of the children; this supports a theory that James 
and his family lived as slaves in the US until they were able to escape Maryland in about 1854, 
just before the birth of their child Katherine in Canada.  

¶ Voter List of Ontario, Kent Co., Harwich area for 1861 shows a James Henson. (Black males in 
Canada were allowed to vote beginning with the abolition of slavery on 1 August 1834, although 
some were prevented from doing so in various locations. See 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/black-voting-rights.) 

¶ Kent County, Ontario Directory and Gazetteer of 1865 shows a James Henson. 

¶ FamilySearch.com Canadian Census for 1871 for Ontario, Kent Co., Chatham Township, shows 

James HensonΣ срΣ ōΦ ŎΦ мулс ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴέ όōƭŀck) male, farmer, other Methodist.  (This 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŀƎŜΣ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǊŀŎŜΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ IŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƭƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 

to this James Henson being the brother of Josiah, but do not prove it.).  His wife is Atty Henson, 

56, b. c. 1815 in ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴέ όōƭŀŎƪύ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛǎ 

Ambrose Dudley, 60, black male, b. in the US.  Trying to match the 1861 and 1871 families, we 

see thŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛmilar and 

hŜǊ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ WŀƳŜǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ 

matches fairly well, and the race is the same.  So it is clear this 1871 family is the same as the 

one in 1861.  (Note that if Josiah Henson only had older brothers and sisters, then a person born 

in 1806 is not likely to be a sibling of Rev. Henson, since all sources agree he was born before 

1800.)  

¶ ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ 5ǊŀŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Henson Family Tree, Courtesy of the M-b/tt/Σέ ƛōƛŘΦ 

¶ Jamie Kuhns, historian for Montgomery County, MD Parks, raises a possible problem with the 

James Henson living in Ontario, in her book Sharp Flashes of Lightning Come From Black Clouds: 

The Life of Josiah Henson (Silver Spring, MD: M-NCPPC, 2018) p. 170.  Her analysis shows that 

there was another person living in Ontario named James Henson, whose original slave name 

was entirely different, and who was not related to the Henson clan. This may be the James 

Henson shown in the 1871 Census. 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/black-voting-rights
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NOTE: As discussed earlier, the linkage from Reverend Josiah Henson to his asserted brother James 

needs to be strengthened with more documentation to be considered as proven. Another possible 

problem is the surprising age of wife Atta Henson, who apparently had had a child in about 1860, just 

before the 1861 Census, at the age of 49.  Any yet another problem is the issue raised by Kuhns, above. 

Assertion: James Henson had a son Charles Henson, b. 1823 in MD. 

Proofs: 
 

¶ Canadian Census for 1861 for Ontario, Kent Co., Harwich, ibid., shows that James and Atty 
Henson had a child Charles, b. in 1858 in Canada (as well as other children).  However, this 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ match the desired date of 1823, and is too late to intersect with a 
line descending to Matthew Alexander Henson, born only about 7 years later, in 1865-66.  

¶ US Census for 1850 for Anne Arundel Co., District 3, MD, shows Charles Henson, 25, b. abt. 
1825, black male, b. in MD for Anne Arundel Co., in a household with no other Hensons or 
apparent relatives.  This person is a possibility, and matches the desired date fairly closely, but 
there is apparently no proof that this person is descended from Josiah Henson.   
 

Assertion: Charles Henson had a son George Henson, b. 1854 in Annapolis, MD. 

Proofs: 
 

¶ US Census for 1870 for Anne Arundel Co., MD shows Charles Henson, 47, b. abt. 1823, black 
male farm laborer, with wife Mary Henson, 32, and children George, 16 (hence born about 
1854) farm laborer; Charles, 14; Ann, 12; Elizabeth, 6; John, 5; and Samuel, 3; all persons in the 
household are black, born in MD.  This family seems to be the one advocated as relevant by the 
M-NCPPC chart.  This Charles Henson is likely the one identified in the previous bullet points as 
Charles b. in 1825, in the 1850 Census for Anne Arundel County.  

¶ US Census for 1860 for Anne Arundel Co., MD, District 3, shows Charles Henson, 5, b. c. 1855, 
black male, with apparent mother Elizabeth Henson, 26, black female, farm hand, cannot read 
and write.  Charles has siblings Elizabeth, 13; James, 7; Ezikiel, 3; and Jane, 1, all black.  

¶ US Census for 1860 for Anne Arundel Co., MD, District 3, shows Charles Henson, 13, b. c. 1847, 
black male, farm laborer, in a household with no other Hensons, headed by white male 
physician William Revell.  
 

Unfortunately, all of these three possibilities have issues.  Both of the last two were probably born too 

late to father Lemuel, the father of explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, or even one be one of his half 

brothers.   

The first Charles to George family above has several issues: first, the line comes down to too late a date; 

second, there is no evidence that this family is linked to the Lemuel/Matthew line; and third, the target 

Lemuel/Matthew line is based in Charles County, Montgomery County and the District of Columbia, not 

Anne Arundel County. (Although to be fair that is not far away, and is possible.) 

Hence this line from the M-NCPPC chart does not appear to be fruitful, with the present evidence in 

hand.  

For a link to exist from Josiah Henson to Matthew Henson, the timing has to be something along the 

lines of this: 




