
 
 

The Most Exotic Country You 
Never Heard of:  Vanuatu  
 

Lew Toulmin , Ph.D., F.R.G.S. 
ESILL; Fairhope, Alabama 
November 2018 
 

Class 3 

    www.themosttraveled.com 



Miss Vanuatu  
 
Hams on Van  
 
Cyclone Pam 
 
Super-yacht, super-model, 
super-scandal 
 
Wacky politics  
 
Land diving  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topics Today:  



Today we will talk about Efate, Tanna and 
Pentecost islands 

Espiritu 
Santo 

EFATE 

Ambae 

TANNA 

Maewo 

PENTECOST 

Port Vila on Efate is the capital  



Miss Vanuatu  





Miss Vanuatu 2013 ð present: 
Valerie Martinez, ½ Ni -Vanuatu &  
½ French, from Tanna island  



Her fatherõs restaurant on Efate was the 
site of the 1980 independence talks  



I was fortunate to 
assist her and 
write speeches 



Miss Vanuatu visited childrenõs wards to cheer them 



She competed in regional 
events, organized cleanups, 
and was the face of Vanuatu  

Miss Vanuatu with 
PM Joe Natuman 

Valerie Martinez 
with her 

engagement ring 



She asked me to be her 
wedding photographer  

Miss Vanuatu and 
her new husband 

Valerie Martinez in 
her Tanna 

wedding finery 



More wedding photos 



Wedding 
reception 



Hams on Van  



Ham radio 
operators 

love weird 
countries  



Bill Conwell  
made over 2200 
contacts in 36 

hours 



Cyclone Pam 



/ȅŎƭƻƴŜ tŀƳ ŦƭŀǘǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƘŀǇǇƛŜǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻƴ 
9ŀǊǘƘέ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмр 



5ŀƳŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘ р ǎǘƻǊƳ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΧ 

ΧŀƴŘ стΣллл ƻŦ нрлΣллл ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ 



Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŎȅŎƭƻƴŜ ƛƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΧ 

ΧǿƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ мрл ƳǇƘ ϧ Ǝǳǎǘǎ ƻŦ мфл ƳǇƘ 



5ŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭΧ 

Χ!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ b½ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ 



Recovery has been impressive 



Super-yacht 
Super-model 
Super-scandal 
 



The super-yacht Phocea, once the largest 
private sailing vessel in the world  



Phocea (originally Club Mediterranee, now Enigma) 
 

üBuilt 1976 for single -hander Alain Colas  
ü246 ft. long, 31 ft. beam, 20 ft. draft  
ü30 knots under sail, crossed Atlantic in 8 days, 2 nd in race 
ü12 guests and 16 crew 
üWorth ~ $34 M; charters for $ 300K/wk  

 

Billionaire (?) Pascal Vu Ahn  Quan Saken  
of Vanuatu (?)  ς owner (?) of Phocea 
Ex-Hon. Consul of Vanuatu to Vietnam 

Founder, Billionaire Yacht Club 
Shipyards, mining, finance, farming, ex-im 



 Is Phocea jinxed?  
 
 
 
ü Launched and turned upside down  

ü Alain Colas vanished 1978 on other vessel near 
Azores during a race  

ü New owner Bernard Tapie  jailed, lost his $$$  

ü 2005 crashed in Sardinia, 3 injured, Prince Michael 
of Kent aboard, new owner coutour  queen Mouna  
Ayoub  almost drowned w/ her $10 M in jewels  

ü Ayoub  sold worldõs largest yellow diamond, 113 ct. 
to pay for $17 M refit  

ü Under new owner Saken, arrested in Vanuatu for 
10 mo. in 2012-3 

ü Hit reef en route to Thailand  

ü Nov 2013 hit by storm in Phuket, stuck in mud  

 
 



Faviola Dadis, super-ƳƻŘŜƭ ϧ άǇŀǊǘȅ ƎƛǊƭέ ǿŀǎ 
aboard Phocea as PR staffer, Tonga to Vanuatu 


