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Topics Today:
Expeditions to the real

= Bali Hai: Ambae

%The John Frum cult
%The Prince Philip tribe
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New Hebrides
played a key role
In World War I
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Air and sea power
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James Michener was stationed on
Espiritu Santo and visited Ambae

TEXAS CENTER FOR WRITERS
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

)
PCL3.102* Mail Code 55401 * Austin, Texas 78713-7330
(512)471-1601*FAX (512) 4954628

June 8, 1994

Llewellyn M. Toulmin, PhD
13108 Hutchinson Way
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Dear Dr. Toulmin:

Mr. Michener has asked me to reply to your letter and to express his good wishes in
‘ your quest.
The facts surrounding Bali-ha'i are as follows:
(1) In a trip to the Solomon Islands during World War II, Mr. Michener came across

a crude sign board in a remote village. Itread: Bali-ha'i. The island was cither Mono
or Sterling, off Bougainville. He cannot ber which.

(2) When he came to write Tales of the South Pacific, he recalled the name and
attached it to Aoba, allowing him to fictionalize the island as he wished for his story.

(3) That is the extent of it. Aoba became Bali-ha'i. The film version of South Pacific
was shot in the Tahitian island of Moorea. But that choice was for logistical
purposes, not because it had any actual relationship to Bali-ha'i.

\ If I can be of further help, please call me.

Sincerely,

)
. John ng,s . /7/

James A. Miche:
JK/bs

¢¢'
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| firstvisited Ambaei n 2001 é

BrigantineSoren Larsen

<« Chief CharliBaniat
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expedition in 2013

Expedition goals: BALI HAI
EXPEDITION

U Solve plane mystery

U View pig -killing (as
in the o0Talgs:

U Evaluate volcano



MAY 17

Practiced pre~dawn talke-of'f,
Z2nd Lt., John F, DATY, Jr, was forced to bail out near Aocba
Island when his plane developed englne trouble and finally falled.

P ro OfS re "4U=«l, Dureau lio, 56076, was not recovered, Lt. Date was plcked
up, uninjured, by the crash crew.

MAY 18

the plane : Gumnery, division tactics, and Interception preblems,

HAY 19

“seort, interception, and division tactics problems,

The following members of the squadron returned from Rest and
Recreation tour to duty:

1st Lt, larold O, BUCK

lst Lt. Cleveland I, COBL, Jr

1st Lt. Robert ¥, LEE

lat Lt. Prederick 8, LOSCH

2nd Lt. Robert L. STIGALL

lst Lte James I, "ATSON

MAY 20
trafing, interceptlon, and division tactics problems.
i MAY 21-25
] Practice dive bombling.
N HAY 24-85 .
“ Fixed and dive bomb oblems

August Matthew Aru saw
the crash on May 17, 1944

Recreating a Corsair at museum #us



Lt. John E.

- Date, USMC
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short videos of
this ceremony

2. Women & chiefs dancing (note pigs): 40 secs

3. Blackedout recording oiite dance & chant
(note lantern): 40 secs



Ambae volcano is very dangerous
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1575 eruption

1670 explosive eruption
1718 flank explosion
1870 eruption

1914 earthgquake

1995 lake degassing
2005 major eruption &
evacuation ISLANDLIFE

x 2006 lake color change
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2011 minor eruption m——
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The John Frum cult




Vanuatu andTanna
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The JohrFrumyBrum cargo cult is prdJSA
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