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Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, Fellow of
The Explorers Club

Wor ked i n Vanuatu Pr iRV®) Mi ni st
for three years; advised oOLege!
show on Vanuatu, official photographer for the PMO

& Parliament

Contributed to The Vanuatu Post and Island Life , and
travel ed for paper in Maryland, articles on Vanuatu
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Led anthropological and archaeological expeditions,
and searches for missing aircraft, persons,
plantations and towns

Ph.D. in public administration & economics

Traveled to 145 of the 196 countries on Earth




Topics Today:

% Vanuatu d A Quick Tour
% History

% Daily Life in Vanuatu
% Female Chiefs
%Why Was | There?




Vanuatu 0 A Quick Tour




Vanuatu Is a country in the SW Pacific, with 83
high volcanic islands and 250,000 friendly people
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Vanuatu is dominated by male chiefs,
who rise in rank by killing sacred pigs
with circular tusks
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Vanuatu has

beautiful beaches
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83 beautiful islands

Lopei Velcano

Vanuaty









Great gardens and fabulous diving
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With 123 languages, this is the most
linguistically dense country on Earth --
but only 3% are fairly well documented

Documentation index, Vanuatu languages
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Even stranger crabs!




Vanuatu o History




Timeline of Vanuatu

x 3000 BCE: Lapita Culture natives arrive from
Taiwan, later intermarried with PNG and
Solomons

x 1606: Spaniard Pedro g_@uirosY a ¢S NN I 3@@@yéamgld&/gh@tusku||
RSt 9allANARUdz {Fyu2e DNA tested in 2016

x 1768: Frenchman LowsAntome de Bougainville
6Granded & Of I RS &

MTTOY /LI A y WEYSa /2] i
1865: European settlers and missionaries
18701901 :¢blackbirdingg S NJ

1906- 1980:British-Franco colonial
oCondominung

x July 1980: Independence and Constitution
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What was ‘blackbirding” and why
did it come into existence?
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* Even though slavery was abolished i
in the 1830s, people were still
captured and enslaved.

* From the early1860s there was a
demand for cheap labour for
plantations in Fiji and Queensland.

* Ship captains could profit from
capturing South Sea Islanders,
transporting them and selling them
to sugar planters on the Australian
coast.

* This was known as ‘Blackbirding’




Blackbirding focused on Melanesia
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From 1863-1875 10 500 islanders were blackbirded.

In total, between 1859 and 1900 more than 100 000
Pacific Islanders were ‘recruited’.

Most (62 500) went to Queensland
About 5 000 went to Peru in South America.
The rest went throughout the Pacific Islands.



The End of Blackbirding

Following the public trial of Dr James Murray for shooting
and killing 60 islanders on the brig Carl, public opinion put
pressure on to end the slave trade.

From the mid 1870s the trade was replaced by a more ' S
regulated system of indenture with islanders agreeing to HMSRosaricseizing
work in Australia for a fixed period of time. schoonerCarlin 1871

Many argued that this just continued some of the worst
features of blackbirding. The system officially ended in
1901 with the establishment of the White Australia Policy.




The 1906 Condominium
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A Two simultaneous colonial powe

A Two Governorsseneral

A Two police, courts, prisons (- SONDOMINIUN 5% §
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Independence in July 1980

Finally




Vanuatu o Dally Life




Two economies and two ways of life:

Port Vila (capital) & uganville Outer islands

A Two towns A 1600 small villages on 64 island:
A International air links A 1-3 grass airstrips/island

A Paved roads (sort of) A Poor dirt roads

A Western expats, esphus A Native population

A Chinesénfluence A 20% of Western economy but 90
A 1/5t of population of Kastomeconomy

A 80% of Western economy Al KASTQa 2dzau A Of
A Western style justice




Living on $2 a month



