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Llewellyn òLewó Toulmin , Ph.D. 

Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, Fellow of 
The Explorers Club  

Worked in Vanuatu Prime Ministerõs Office (PMO ) 
for three years; advised òLegendary Locationsó TV 
show on Vanuatu; official photographer for the PMO  
& Parliament   

Contributed to The Vanuatu Post and Island Life , and 
travel ed for paper in Maryland, articles on Vanuatu  

Led anthropological and archaeological expeditions, 
and searches for missing aircraft, persons, 
plantations and towns  

Ph.D. in public administration & economics  

Traveled to 145 of the 196 countries on Earth 
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Vanuatu ð A Quick Tour  



Vanuatu is a country in the SW Pacific, with 83 
high volcanic islands and 250,000 friendly people  

Espiritu 
Santo 

Efate 

Ambae 

Tanna 

Maewo 



Vanuatu is dominated by male chiefs, 
who rise in rank by killing sacred pigs 
with circular tusks  





Vanuatu has 
beautiful beaches,  
tall mountains, and 
fascinating people  



83 beautiful islands  







Great gardens and fabulous diving  



Lots of World War II history  



With 123 languages, this is the most 
linguistically dense country on Earth -- 
but only 3% are fairly well documented  





Even stranger crabs! 



Vanuatu ð History  



Timeline of Vanuatu  
× 3000 BCE:  Lapita Culture natives arrive from 

Taiwan, later inter-married with PNG and 
Solomons 

× 1606: Spaniard Pedro de QuirosΥ ά¢ŜǊǊŀ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛǎ  
ŘŜƭ 9ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳ {ŀƴǘƻέ 

× 1768: Frenchman Louis Antoine de Bougainville: 
άGrandes /ȅŎƭŀŘŜǎέ 

× мттпΥ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ WŀƳŜǎ /ƻƻƪΥ  άbŜǿ IŜōǊƛŘŜǎέ 

× 1865: European settlers and missionaries 

× 1870-1901: άblackbirdingέ ŜǊŀ 

× 1906 - 1980: British-Franco colonial 
άCondominumέ 

× July 1980: Independence and Constitution 
   

3000 year old Vanuatu skull 
DNA tested in 2016 

1906 map of the Condominium Capt. Cook with natives 





Blackbirding  focused on Melanesia  





HMS Rosario seizing 
schooner Carl in 1871 



The 1906 Condominium 
= òPandemoniumó 

ÅTwo simultaneous colonial powers 
ÅTwo Governors-General 
ÅTwo police, courts, prisons 
ÅTwo official languages 
ÅTwo immigration policies 
ÅTwo health services 
ÅTwo education systems 
ÅTwo currencies 
ÅDrive on either side of the road!!! 



Finally: Independence in July 1980  



Vanuatu ð Daily Life  



Two economies and two ways of life:  
Port Vila (capital) & Luganville 
Å Two towns 
Å International air links 
Å Paved roads (sort of) 
ÅWestern expats, esp. Aus 
Å Chinese influence 
Å 1/5th of population 
Å 80% of Western economy 
ÅWestern style justice 

 

Outer islands 
Å 1600 small villages on 64 islands 
Å 1-3 grass airstrips/island 
Å Poor dirt roads 
Å Native population 
Å 20% of Western economy but 90% 

of Kastom economy 
Å/ƘƛŜŦΩǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ  

 



Living on $2 a month  


