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We will cover four topics:  

×  The ancestry of Judge Toulmin  

×  The life of Judge Toulmin  

×  Mollie Henshaw and her family  

×  The love letters   

 



The Ancestry of Judge Toulmin  



Harry had a  

distinguished  

ancestry  

http://www.southalabama.edu/alumnihall600.jpg


The Life of Judge Toulmin  



Harry was born 3 March 1835  
ÅIn Toulminville, founded by his father 

ÅEducated at private schools, entered the 
University of Alabama at age 16 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅAdditional study at the Univ. of VA and LA 

ÅStudied the law and began to practice in 1860 in 
New Orleans 

ÅAt the start of war, enlisted as private in 22nd 
Alabama Infantry 



éwas wounded 3 times and rose 

 to Colonel & acting Brigadier General   

Harry fought at Shiloh,  

 Murfreesboro,  

Chickamauga & Atlantaé 



Harry wrote a classic  

account of the battle  

of Chickamauga  
   It was at this point the command of the regiment 

devolved upon me, Major Hart having been previously 

wounded.  The Twenty-second Alabama rushed 

forward with a yell and drove the enemy in dismay 

from his strong position. Here it captured two pieces of 

cannon and the tattered remnants of a stand of 

colorsé  

http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/images/u/us-1863.gif


 

The Excalibur of the Toulmin clan  

US cavalry sword captured at the  

Battle of Chickamauga, Sept. 19, 1863 

by Captain Harry Toulmin, CSA  



Harry was a Presidential Elector  

NO LA Times 16 Jul 1868 

Gov. of NY 

Democratic  

Candidate for Pres. 

Lost to US Grant 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Horatio_Seymour_-_Brady-Handy.jpg


The Great 

Bingville Fair 

was held at 

the Toulmin 

house  



Harry was active in civic affairs  
 

ÅState legislator, elected 1870 

ÅSenior Warden, Trinity 
Episcopal Church 

ÅTrustee of AL Med College & 
on Board of Mobile YMCA 

ÅJudge of State Circuit Court 
1874-1885 

ÅFederal Judge for the 
Southern District of Alabama 
1886-1916 



Harryõs voter registration 



Harryõs service qualifies his  

relatives to membership in at least 

five genealogical societies  

Sons 

of Confed. 

Veterans 

Children 

of the 

Confederacy 

Military 

Order  

of  

Stars & Bars 

Order 

of the 

Blue & Gray 

Antebellum 

Bench 

and 

Bar 



Mollie Henshaw & Family  



Mollie was from a 

distinguished family, also   

ÅBorn in Willow Banks, VA on 4 Jan 1850 

ÅDescendant of Captain David Henshaw of the 
Continental Line 

ÅJoined DAR in 1905 based on Capt. Henshaw 

ÅNiece of Hon. David Henshaw,  

    Secretary of the Navy 

ÅStep-daughter of Judge  

   Rufus Campbell Torrey  

   of Claiborne, AL 

 

 



Legend says that Union troops beat 

Mollieõs favorite pony, òSoló 



The Love Letters  



The letters were  

carried by river boat  

between Claiborne & 

Mobile  

About 30 letters survive  



The couple was very much in love  



17 Apr 1869 

They looked forward  

to the wedding on 14 May 1869  



Bananas and oysters,  

alive, alive -o 

24 Feb 1869 

21 Apr 1869 


