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ÅFormer Chair, Section on Emergency Management, 
American Society for Public Administration
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Today we will cover these topics:
VThe exciting life of Amelia Earhart (AE)

VThe disappearance and search

VTheories re the disappearance

VExpeditions to Nikumaroro

VEvidence for Niku

VConclusions

Nikumaroro island, Rep. of Kiribati

Moonlight Bungalow, Cameron Highlands
Flag of the Republic of Kiribati



The Exciting Life of Amelia Earhart



¢ƻƳōƻȅ άaƛƭƭȅέ ōƻǊƴ муфтΣ !ǘŎƘƛǎƻƴΣ Y{Χ

ΧǎŎƘƻƻƭŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ϧ tƘƛƭƭȅ



ÅмфмфΥ bǳǊǎŜΩǎ ŀƛŘŜ
Å1920: first air ride
ÅмфнмΥ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ
Å1924: teacher of Syrian immigrant kids
Å1927: Lindbergh trans-Atlantic; woman?
Å1928: AE trans-Atlantic  in 3-person crew, 1st

woman, lectures, book
Å1931: marries George Putnam
Å1932+: new records, lectures



She was the first to fly a gyrocopter across the US, 
and set other records



First woman to fly solo trans-Atlantic, 1932



Then ςa new plane for the 
ultimate project



The Disappearance and Search 







JULY 2, 1937
--лспсΥ ά!ōƻǳǘ млл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻǳǘΧέ
--лтпмΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΧŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ мллл ŦŜŜǘΧέ
--лулпΥ ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΧέ  ό!9 ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ w5C ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎύ
--лупоΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ мрт-оотΧ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘέ

Tiny Howland is in this 
photo, taken at 1000 ft. 

Howland: 1.5 x 0.5 miles, 15 ft. high 



Apparent crash 
of the Electra 
ōȅ млплΧ

ΧUSCGcutter 
Itascabegins search





Float planes from USS Colorado
search to the south 

Route of Colorado

Colorado planes

USS Colorado



Theories re the Disappearance



Lots of  
theories!



Crashed at Sea?

Nauticossearched ~ 1000 
sq. mi. N of Howland

1989: mapping search by Longs N+Wof Howland
1994: Timmer/Williamson attempt
1999: search by Timmer45 days w/ side scan NW of Howland
2002: Kammererattempt;  Elgin Long 27 day search 
2006: Nauticos/Waitt search 687 sq. mi. NW of Howland
2009: Nauticos/Waitt search 2000 sq. mi W of Howland 
2017: Nauticos/Eustace  search 960 sq. mi. N/S of Howland

CT = 5500 sq. mi.,
total area searched & 

mapped via sonar

Mermaid Vigilance + AUV
used by Nauticosin early 2017



Alternate theories

Betrayedby FDR?



New Guinea?Objects found by Parker Hannifin Corp on 
Endrikinisland Mili Atoll, RMIin 2015

Marshall Islands?
άCƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ
CǊŜŜŘƻƳέ

1943 movie



Re-appeared
in NJ?

Captured 
by aliens?

Tokyo Rose(s)?



History Channel claims this pic 
shows AE+FN+ plane! See them?

Me neither!



Japanese blogger found this pic in 30 minutes on-line 
ςfrom 5 Oct 1935 ς2 yrsbefore the crash!



Expeditions to Nikumaroro



YƛǊƛōŀǘƛ όάkeerŜ ōŀǎέύ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ƘǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƴȅ 

Seattle Boston

2750 miles across

Land area size:  313 sq. mi.; only 5 x area of DC
Total area size:  1.35 million sq. mi.; 5 x area of Texas!
Population: only 115,000



TIGHAR Niku

Expeditions to Date:

Å1989 Land Search
Å1991 Land and Underwater Search
Å1996 Land Searchon Niku
Å1997 Land and Underwater Search 
Å1998 Research: In England and on Kanton Is.
Å1999 Land Search
Å2001 Land (7-Site)/Underwater Search  
Å2003 Underwater Search
Å2007 Village and 7-Site Search
Å2010 7-Site and Underwater Search
Å2012--- 2015--- 2017 --- 2019 (NGS) 27



The International 
Group for Historic 
Aircraft Recovery

Our 2017 
Expedition:

June 21--July 11, 2017



Our effort attracted media attention


