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Flag Expedition took place kebruary, March and April 2022 he Expedition logo/patch is
shown below.This Final Flag Report contains the following sections:
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Flag Photos of th&xpedition

Darron Patterson (right), President of tlidotildaDescendants Association, Flag #212,

and Lew Toulmin, at the site of tl@&otildashipwreck in the Mobile River Baldwin CountyAlabama.
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Flag #212 antdew Toulmin at théfricatown welcome sign.




Author Lew Toulmin and Explorers Club FE2#?2 in front of the schooneHarvey Gamageheaded up
the Mobile River to the site of th€lotildawreck

Vernetta Henson, Lew Toulmitme cover story on the
Clotildain Nationd Geographicand Flag #212
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Lew Toulmin and Flag #212 and the Union Missionary Baptist Chigtohic marker, showing Polee and
Rose Allen as founders of the first church in Africatown.

Flag #212 and the Plateau Cemetery grave of Mary Allen, daughBdotiiiasurvivors
and Africatown cdounders Polee and Rose Allen.
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Flag #212, Lew Toulmin, and the new Africatown Heritage House museum under consirigiitn
andinthel NI A a4 Qa(ef.2 y OSLIi A2 Y

Location of the Expeition

Africatown (formerlyAffica Town o/Africa Town, including Platealewis Quarterand Magazine Point)
is a neighborhood three miles north of downtown Mobile, Alabama. It was originally formed as a
separate community by West Africans, who in 1860 were illegally brought to Mabdaptive®n the
last slave ship to enter US waters, the infamQlatilda Although the trang\tlantic slave trade was
2dzifF SR Ay wmyny3IX (KS eEfokediRiadeacsididiiet thithe@uldiedadea S| K S
USand Britishanti-slavery maritime patrols, and bring a cargo of at least 100 enslaved persons to
Mobile. Sadly, his scheme succeeded, and in June/July 18@&dtielacarried 110 men, women and
many children, of the Yoruba, Fon and other tribes of central Nigedapossibly northern Benifrom
the port of Whyday (now Ouidah in presetidy Benin) to Mobile. To conceal the Fedesgdital
offenseof slavesmugglingthe ship was scuttled and burned to the waterljmed theenslavel captives
hidden and dispersed on shore.

Atfter the Civil War and emancipation, 32 of @tildasurvivors, seeking to preserve their African

culture, formed a separate community in anagttled area north of Mobile, near the Mobile River

where theClotildahad been scuttled (abodbur miles nortreastof the town, at TwelveMile Islandin

the Mobile Rivey. They builtheir ownhouses, spoke tribal languages among themselves, selected

tribal leaders, and for years preserved their African customs and way of life as much as possible. They
kept themselves politically, socially and economically apart from white society and even from the nearby
AfricanAmerican communities in Pritchard, Touhville and north Mobile.

However, by the 1930s, with the construction of paper mills, lumber plants, chemical plants, oil depots
and other heavy industries all around Africatown, the community began to grow and change, peaking at
12,000 residents shdyt after World War 1l. Africatown at this time was vibrant, with grocery stores, ice



ONBFY LI NIZ2NEX | Y2@0AS GKSFGSNE FAaK YFEN)]Sdz R2O0i0

The community was annexed by the City of Mobile in 1960.

Begiming in the 1970s, the paper mills and other major employers closed or declined, and the town lost

its employment base. The community was cut up by various highways, one of which destroyed the
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necessary services, or attractions. The legacy of the manydeparted heavy industries is a high rate

of cancer and other diseases. But the community is held together by its three anchors: the Union
Missionary Baptist Church, founded Giotildasurvivors as they gradually came to accept Christianity;
the Mobile County Training School-fmunded by Booker T. Washington for the children of @letilda
enslaved; and the Robert Hope Community Centerciwhiolds annual Spirit of Our African Ancestors
heritage festivals, Black History Month events, and Juneteenth celebrations.

Theidentificationof the wreck of theClotildaand the publication of books about the ship, Africatown
and its survivors has stad to revive the community. Headlines around the world heralded the story,
from National GeographiMagazineto The New York Timgbhe Timegof London),The GuardianThe

New DelhiTimesthe UNESCQourierand many more Africatown is on the National Register of Historic
Places and on thBoris Franklin Finley Africskmerican Heritage Trail of Mobjland has an Africatown
Historic District. A new $1.3 million Africatown Historic House museum is under constructi@ugalth
delayed by Covid and shipping bottlenecks), and various other grants, revitalization projects and city
planning efforts are in train.

Goals of this Effort

The goals of this effort were to:

1. Work closely with the&ClotildaDescendants Associatig@DA) undertakefield interviewswith
descendants of Polee and Rose Alleto(ildasurvivors and cdounders of Africatown)and
undertakeother researchwith a focus on genealogy, land holdings, and related matters

2. ldentify various sites in and near Africatown associated with Polee and Rose Allen, their
immediate descendants, and with other major leaders of the Africatown community.

3. Develop materials to support and provide content for the new Africatown Heritage House
museum, now under construction (and whose exhibits and content are still in the planning stage).

4. Investigate the relations, if any, between my@eatuncle, CSA Colonel and later Federal Judge
Harry Theophilus Toulmin (183®16) and John M. Dabneywoer of a plantation up the Mobile
River, where Cudjo Lewis and some ot@éwtildasurvivors were reportedly illegally hidden shortly
after the Clotildawas scuttled and burned.
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TheClotildad & 2 Y S (i A Y S aClasilddSainite®i i@n tilesineaihe entrance to Africatown.

Why This WorKs Important

The transAtlantic slave trade and later internal US slave trade is one of the most consequential events
in US history. Slavery played a key role in the Civil War, and the legacy of slavenffexcsiil) US race
relations, society, politics, economics, education, criminal justice, historiography, and just about every
other field of endeavor one can think of. Hence investigation of and reflection on important, illustrative
events within the slavérade is certainly worthwhile. And within the slave trade, one of the most
dramatic and telling events was the illegal voyage of the infan@aslda the last slave ship, to bring

over 100 enslaved Africans to America, over 52 years (two generatiteisyach an act was outlawed.
That some of those enslaved Africans were then abkestablishtheir own town and for many years
preserve their African traditions in southern Alabama is quite astounding, and is itself worthy of

study.

Much of thestudy to date has focused on Cudjo (or Cudjoe) Leédigildasurvivor, cefounder and

leader of Africatown, and the most vocal and famous of the survivors. | know personally that Cudjo
Lewis was famous even in the early 1930s, because at that timeintyaad her friends often went

from their homes in Mobile to Africatown to meet and listen to Cudjo Lewis. In fact, | have an electronic

and physicalJK 2 1 2 ANF LIKAO AYF3IS 2F Yé tdzydi a F OKAfR 27

porch, listening tdhim. That image is presented later in this report.

However, the focusn Cudjo Lewis has meant that many other leaders and important personalities,
male and female, who survived tii&otildaor were descendants of survivors, have not been well
documented This Flag Expedition aghto help address that issue by examining the lives and
descendants of Polee and Rose Allen, Wolibtildasurvivors, and both cfounders of Africatown.

Polee and Rose Allen are important for several reasons: thegikabidren together, and Polee had

thirteen with his second wife, Lucy Turner (and thus Polee helped to significantly populate the new
town); Polee was an initiate of a prestigious Yoruba tribal male society in Africa, and had the initiate
name of Kepolle, megy Ayd a2y S 02Ny | FGSNI GKS RSIFOGK 2F (KS
and one of the Africatown men who registered to obtain US citizenship in 1868, after their efforts to
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return to Africa failed; they both kept alive their African language, vediykecisioamaking, customs
and traditions for their entire lives; and they worked hard and saved enough money to buy land and
build their own house, apparently by the 1870s.

No biography of Polee and Rose has been written, their exact number of chigdirssomedispute,

some laterand moderndescendants have been asserted but almost none prawdrnigh genealogical
standards none of their family stories, African folk tales, memories of their voyage, or extant objects
have been identified; theiland holdings have not been documented, and their role in Africatown has
not been fully explored.

Previous Relevant Work

Relevant previous publications and other itemsQintildasurvivors, descendants and Africatown
include the following, in reverse abmological order:

1 [ftS6Stftey o dheMatiaCrenBVdreanLifes: Genealogical Descents from Africa and
the Slave Shi@lotildato the Presen(Silver Spring, Maryland and Africatown, Alaba@iatilda
Descendants Association, November 203This is the first and only detailed genealogical tracing
and provingo a high standaraf a descent from &lotildasurvivor down to the present.)
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Fall 2021pp. 1623.
1 Karim ShamsBashagClotildaDescendants Association is an Alabama Bright Light Shining on a Dark
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2021. (Ellis states he is # generation descendant of Polee and Rose Allen.)
 CBSNewsc n a Ay dzICBtadE khsidé tkeSVreck of the Last Ship Known to Have Brought

ogyatlr @SR ! TNAOIya (G2 ! YSNRAOIFZé AN RFGS W b20S)

 Sylviane® 5A2dzZFX G¢KS [Fad {ftl @S { KALNafodaNIBA @2 NJ | yR
Geographic Magazin€7 March 2020, ofine.

T 1FYyylFIK 5dz2N]AYyZ a! y 02 @ Sodlgalurvivdt BatidaAVRGéayandhardSa 2 F
C | Y ASlageBy @and\bolition, 41, (3), 19 March 2020, pp. 4357.

T 1 SyNE [2dzAd DIFGSasx a{fF @S ¢NIRSY CAYRAy3 ., 2dzNJ w3

Questlove and his ancestors Charlie and Maggie Lewis @ltiddaand Africatown), aired 11
February 2020.

f ReneeKemw2 il y>X aLFT 28 /Iy {I @S (MnBricgh Rduhdmbl@.d&s / Iy { |
but apparently December 2019, dittps://archleague.org/article/africatowrintro/

T 1FTYyYyFIK 5dz2NJAYY GCAYRAYy3 [&d aARRHePagedand al 3S { dzNX

{ O NBSayelysand Abolitig 40, (4), 26 March 2019, pp. 6848.

T .Sy wlkAySaz a{dzy1Sy ¢NBFadz2NBY ! wSLEZ2NISNRAE wSYl
Lagniappe Magazine81 December 2019.

T [ 8NByOS { LISO| S Ne LiprigKkSBangeSaéalctRiGr 6fotilda MIEcon2 24 May
2019, online.
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Magazine 15 February 2019, online.
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9 Zora Neale HustoBarracoon: The Story of the Last Black Céixgav York: HarperCollins, ed. by
Deborah G. Ptd, 2018).

91 Descendants of Polee Alle@l6tildg, Facebook Group [private closed group; | am now a member],
est. 2018.

T | SYyNe [2dzAa DFGSasx a{2dziKSNYy w2203aY CAYyRAYy3 , 2dz
Clotildaand Africatown), aired 12 Decdrar 2017.

1 Martha Davis Vigne3heClotildaand Africatown USA: Local Media Coverage of the Ship, the
Africans, and the Historic Landmark from 1860 to 1@3dabile, AL: University of South Alabama,

M.A. Thesis, 2011).

1 Natalie S. Robertsoithe Slave Shifotilda and the Making of AfricaTown, U&/&pirit of Our
AncestorgWestport, CT: Praeger, 2008).

1 Sylanie A. Dioufpreams of Africa in Alabama: The Slave Shitildaand the Story of the Last
Africans Brought to Amerig®xford: Oxford University Pss, 2007).

1 Addie E. Pettawayfricatown, U.S.A.: Some Aspects of Folklife and Material Culture of a Historic
LandscapéMadison, WI: Wisconsin State Dept. of Public Instruction, 1985).

1 Progressive Leaguafricatown, U.S.A., Statement of Eligibility foe tNational Registgtondon:

Progressive League, 1982).

1 John H. SmithAfricatown, U.S.A., A Pictal History of Plateau and Magazine Pdiitobile, AL:
American Ethnic Science Society, 1981).

1 Progressive Leagu€&he Voyage of th€lotildaand the Africatown Settlement: An Historic Resource
Inventory(London: Progressive League, 1979).

9 /FLXWd 2AfEAFY C2a0SNE G SHU0GaHad2 e B BB 52y thf RS RIS )
1890, online athttp://digital. mobilepubliclibrary.org/itens/show/1802

During the course of the expedition, Mr. Ben Raines, who played a pivotal identifyingthe Clotildg
published a book on his efforts, call&tde Last Slave SHidew York: Simon and Schuster, January 2022)
304 pp.

Much of this works extremely useful, andlas drawn upon in this effort. However, significant gaps in
basic granular information about Africatown and its residents still exist, particularly the following: facts
about early community leaders other than the famous Cudjo &eproofs of descent from Polee and
Rose Allen (and other dounders of the town) down to the present; land holdings and rented home
locations of early leaders; and inputs the new, underconstruction Africatown museum.



Summary of Genealogical Findings

In brief, the Expedition developed the following:

1 Afinal report on descendant lines to the present of Polee and Rose Allen, and with more than
anticipated information on descendants of Polee and his second wife, LuogrTUrhis report
is 117 pagedong, with hundreds of proof items and numerous charts showing lines of descent.
Over B0 descendants are presented, most with birth and death dates. There are eight
generations shown, and there are a number of personsgumres] who are alive today. This
latter information should be useful to th€lotildaDescendants Association in building its
membership. This lengthy report is published separately from this Flag Expedition Report, as a
separate Attachment. The Attachmtdmeing submitted to the Club with this Report is a draft,
which will be finalized in the near future.

1 The possibility of a future report on descendant lines to the present of Ossa and Annie Keeby.
Ossa Keeby was selected as one of two informal, tuifolglgs of Africatown, and was on the
Clotildaand he and his wife were dounders of the town. An investigation of this line will be
undertaken in future.

The Polee Allen report is done to high genealogical standards. No such report GlotilaAfricatown
descendants has been done previously by any author, with the exception of the similar Matilda McCrear
report that | wrote and published in the fall of 2021.

Other Activities and Accomplishments

In addition to the activities and accomplishmetisted abovend below the Expedition accomplished
the following:

9 Identified and secured a previously unpublished photo of the most famous Africatown resident,
/| dzR22 [ SgAraod ¢KS LK2:G2 Aa t1r0StSR Fa w! yof
my mother, Mary Morgan Duggar Toulmin, and it shows my aunt, Helen Duggar Conwell, with
/| dzR223 YR [/ dzR22Q& K2dzaSx Ay Of dzZRAYy 3 | LI NI
This photo is explained and presented in the Annexes. This photo magtbadally important,
since it was apparently taken in 1935 and is likely the last photo taken of Mr. Lewis, who died in
July 1935. It may be possible to enhance the photo in a future effort, and obtain even more
information from it.

1 Developed a concegor a major display at the new Africatown Heritage House museum, based
on the genealogical charts presented in the Polee and Rose Allen report. The display would
show the charts, and invite viewers, especially children, who descend from the Allenseo trac
their ancestry, win a prize when they make the connection, and add elements to the printed
charts if they or other persons are missir@ther blank charts would invite visitors descended
from the Clotildaor Africatown to draw their family trees.

1 Wrote a song about the life of Polee (KuPollee) Allen; tré@svnin the Annexes. The song
was presented to President Patterson of the CDA for its possible future use.
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1 Visited the site of the wreck of th€lotildaand commemorated the sacrifices and memofy o
the captiveswith a special Africasstyle libation ceremony

1 Undertook an unusual interview with@lotildadescendant and Africatown resident who doubts
that the Clotildastory is true. This is presented in an Annex. (Note that | firmly disagree with
this resident, but it was an interesting perspective.)

1 Developed a methodology for future additional research on land holdings of the original
Africatown residents, and for publishing those data.

1 Developed a methodology for identifying some misshigtilch descendants in the historical
record, and used it to possibly identify over a dozen target persons.

1 Undertook research into the genealogical lines of two persons who separately approached the
CDA and thought that they might be descended from@heatilda That work is still in process.

1 Preliminarily investigated the possibility that some descendants o€lbéldacaptives might

KFE@gS 32yS FNRY GKS {StYl FINBFI G2 DSSQa . SyRI i
Alabama which produced some astoundinglts which took the art world by storm from 2002
to 2015.

1 Identified the fact that the University of South AlabamaSA) Archaeology Museum has
recently received archaeological artifacts unearthed about 11 years ago by archaeologists from
the College bWilliam and Mary. Those artifacts only recently arrived-&AJ and may perhaps
be more appropriately housed at the new Africatown Heritage House museum, and may turn
out to be a very important part of their exhibits.

f  Undertook preliminary researclfit 2 G0 KS RS&AOSYyRIy(Ga 27¥c.1p48f t & { YA
1937), one of the last survivors of thélotilda

9 Calculated the approximate number of descendants alive today that Polee and Rose and Lucy
Allen could have this number is estimated to be ev 1100.

9 Identified a possible source of future informatiqra cache of funeral programs related to
Clotildadescendants.

1 Collected over 50 obituaries relevant to the Allen clan and other descendants.

Targets forPossibleArchaeologicalHistoricaland Land Ownership
Investigation

tF NI 2F GKS Cfl 3 9ELISRAGAZY Q& fuddzstbiachiSgicaida (2 ARSY
historicalinvestigatiors, andpossiblyland title and ownershigracingback to the founders of
Africatown This effort yielded the following results:

Targetl: Thefirst and secondJnion Baptist Gurchpredecessor buildingscated in Africatown.

Location: Approximately 180 yards west of the presenibrickUnion Baptist Burch Some of the old
structures may be under the present church parking lot, just west of the church. The two early versions
of the Church faced east, not south like the present chuiie earliest church building was furthest
west, and the second structure was closest to the preseitkdsuilding.

Approximate lat/long30.732265;88.060637

11



Respondent:Eric Finley, of the Doris Franklin FirddgicanAmerican Heritage Trail
Date of Interview and interviewer: 7 March 2022, Lew Toulmin

Notes: Respondent states that the office of the Church archives has extensive information on the church
history, including photos of the early churchegy have ground plans, and does have church records
includingprograms for Sunday services dating beckhe late 1800s.

Image ofUnion Baptist Churclocation from Google Earth (201%elow

Q 550AL-16 Alt-Google Maps X+ v = X
& > C | @ googlecom/maps/@30.7317794,-88.0601267,3,75y,324.1h,99.18t/data=13m6!1e1!3m4! 1skigQZ1dPLesxhx1illFQI201711638418i8192 Bk * :
@ Ligon Family and Ki.. @ Oxford and Cambri.. @ Royal Geographical.. @ Club Real Gran Pef... @ ACP Rail [ (3) Fandabi Dozi - Y.. wee Current Conditions... » | Reading list

550 AL-16 Alt
Mol ama

2

o8 PLATEAU
East st ]

3 aridgeR
> ¥ MAGAZI

Target 2: Polee Allenproperty. Polee Allen was &lotildasurvivor and Africatown ebunderand
leader.

Location: on the south side of Magazine Road, 8ibf the intersection of Magazine Road with Bay
Bridge Road/Africatown Boulevard.

Approximate lat/long:30.732126;88.056469

Respondent: Eric Finley, of the Doris Franklin Finley Afficzerican Heritage Trail

Date of Interview andhterviewer: 7 March 2022, Lew Toulmin
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Notes: Respondent states that Polee Allen had a house in this area. Respondent is not certain if this was
t2f S5Qa FANRG K2dzaS gAGK KA&a FANROG 6AFS wz2asSs 2NJ
(Lwy).

Image of Polee Allen property area, from Google Earth (2019):

€ 2007 S Magazine Rd - Google M X 4 v = (al X
& > C @ googlecom/maps/@30.7321977,-88.0567833,3a,75y,117.14h,101.37t/data=!3m6! 1e 113m4! 1scQfmws4t2q3476aV6L7fIAI20!7i163841818192 [ © ¢ N :
% Ligon Family and Ki.. @ Oxford and Cambri.. @ Royal Geographical.. @ Club Real Gran Pefi.. (S ACPRail B (3) Fandabi Dozi-Y.. wee Current Conditions... » Reading list

2007 S Magazine Rd
Mobile, Alabama

2 Google

15 PLAJREAU Shey
East St ?

Image caplure: Feb 2019 € gle _United States _Terms _Privacy _Report a problem

Target 3: Keeby family residenceédssa and Annie Keeby w&tildasurvivors and Africatown €o
foundersand leaders

Location: on the east side of Magazine Road, gosth of where Magazine Road turns south, and north
of the intersection of Magazine Road and Frazier Street. Building is dilap@lededwK | & |  da b 2
CNBaLIl aaAyTé Addréssfrod GooglekESrth R 20D8\3buth Magazine Rd.

Approximate lat/lorg: 30.732150;88.056125
Respondent: Eric Finley, of the Doris Franklin Finley Afficzerican Heritage Trail

Date of Interview and interviewer: 7 March 2022, Lew Toulmin

Notes: Respondent states thtitis house belonged to the Keeby family; he is not certain if it belonged
to and was lived in by the original Keeby coupf@ssa and Annie.
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Image of locatiorof Keeby residencitom Google Earth (2019%elow

€ 2008 S Magazine Rd - Google M X 4 v = X
€ > C @ google.com/maps/@30.7321269,-88.0561591,3a,75y,68.98h,76t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4! 1se3GHxxQKPS30egpXJONwig!2¢0!7i16384!8i8192 e % RN H
@ Ligon Family and Ki.. @ Oxford and Cambri.. @ Royal Geographical.. @ Club Real Gran Peii... \‘;’i_‘- ACP Rail @@ (3) Fandabi Dozi-Y... wee Current Conditions... »  [E Reading list

2008 S Magazine Rd 9 H
Mol ma 3

Target 4: Peter Lee propertyPeter Leavasa Clotildasurvivor and an Africatown elmunder, and has
been described athe principalleaderof the town

Location: on the NE corner of the intersection of Peter Lee Street and Bay Bridge Road/Africatown
Boulevard.

Approximate lat/long30.73242, -88.058270

Responderg Eric Finley, of the Doris Franklin Finley Afr&arerican Heritage Trail, arf@hrah
Johnson, MPA, MSW, Director of BSW Student Services, lllinois State Unsa&®Eity? @ilstu.edu
sabracy@gmail.con809438-3924. She is a descendant of Peter Lee.

Date of Interview and interviewer: 7 March 2022, Lew Toulmin

Notes: Respondentohnsorstates thather family still owns the property at this location, that five

persons from the older generation hold the deed, that they are interested in archaeologyeanaps
building a memorial or other structure on the property, but are not decided yet. She pointed out the
remaining, famous chimney from the Peter Lee house, on the south side of the property, overlooking
Bay Bridge Road, but noted that one small staue, a shed, still remains standing on the property. She
states that her family owned a business (a beauty parlor?) that fronted on Peter Lee street, but nothing
remains of that.
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Image ofPeter Legoroperty from Google Earth (2019):

Q) 1peterleeSt-Google Maps X

€ - C @& googlecom/maps/@30.7326117,-88.0584788,33,75y,120.33h,81.95t/data=!3m6! 1e1!3md! 1sf70)128g W eWahvmAO2ayw!2e0!7i1638...

2

¥ Ligon Family and Ki.. @ Oxford and Cambri.. @ Royal Geographical.. @ Club Real Gran Peri.. 8 ACPRail B (3) Fandabi Dozi-Y... ww Current Conditions..

1 Peter Lee St
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Target5: Rosina Allen home Rosina Allen was a graddughter of Polee and Rose Allen, and she
YENNASR 2Af ALY GQCALILIAYQ 2AFfAFYE ¢ &f 2NW

Location: on thenorth side of Chin Street, on the deadd part of Chin Street west of Bay Bridge Cutoff
Road.

Approximate lat/long30.72987, -88.0606

RespondentsDarron Patterson, President of tli@otildaDescendants Association.

Date of Interview and intervieweR7 March 2022, Lew Toulmin

Notes: ResponderRattersonstatesthat A € t ALY ¢ &f 2NJ gk a OFfftSR a¢ALILI)
family el&where with a mistress.

Image ofRosina Alleproperty fromphoto by Lew Toulmin, March 2022

JONED % TN B T

Target6: Mary Allen home Mary Allen was a daughter of Polee and Rose Allen.
Location: on thevestside ofMagazine Road, south of Bay Bridgead.
Approximate lat/long30.72987, -88.0606

Respondent:Darron Patterson, President of tli&otildaDescendants Association.
Date of Interview and interviewer: 27 March 2022, Lew Toulmin

Notes:Blue house at 1983 Magazine.
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Image ofMary Allenproperty from photo by Lew Toulmin, March 2022:

Land Ownership Map

Belowis a land ownership map from Diowf. cit, in the photo pages after page 11$howing land

ownership by various persons and organization&fircatown in the 1920s. A source is not given except

for the rather vague Rutgers University Cartography. But whether this information came from
respondents or land records is not described, and Rutgers does not appear in the extensive bibliography

Unfortunately, this map is not very useful as is. There are no street names or other major markers
evident to make it clear how this map overlays on present reality, or on the reality of the 1986
is a scale and a compass rose, which are helpful.

Tomake the map more useful, and add value, | handertaken the following:

1 Attempted to estimate where some roads are now located, and draw and label them by hand on
the map. | am fairly certaiaf the Bay Bridge Road (recently renamed Africatown Boulevard),
the Bay Bridge Cutoff Roa8, Magazine Road, and Peter Sdeeet as shownput am not so
certain ofthe current Susie Ansey Streethich | think runs where th®lobile Light & Railroad
Co.lineis shown orthe north side of theprinted map.

f Highlighedin green several key peofiled K 2LticiR AllghF® surviving wife of Polee Allen),
Cudjo Lewis and the Keeby Estate.

1 Noted two landmarks: the Union Baptist Church and the Yorktown &apkiurch.Also noted
the Plateau Graveyard, which is shown as quite narrow on the map, but today is apparently
wider.
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All this may help in future historical and archaeological research, to identify land parcels of interest for
possible excavation.

Notethe following findings:

1 The only Cudjo Lewis property is just east of the Union Baptist Church property.

1 The Keeby Estate holdings are all concentrated just north of Bay BridgelRo®adtli one unit
off to the NNE), although respondent Finley inihterview indicated that the Keeby family he
was familiar with lived on South Magazine Road, south of Bay Bridge Road.

1 Lucy Allen has two properties, one in the NE quadrant of town, and one in the SW.
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African Town. Rutgers University Cartography.
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Any Toulmin Connection?

Dr.Natalie S. Robertsgin her bookThe Slave Shiplotildaand the Making of AfricaTown, U&/&pirit

of Our Ancestorasserted on pages5and203that John M. Dabney hid many of tidotildacaptivesin

the canebraken his plantation north of Mobileat Mt. Verno | yR GKF G 5Fo6ySé KIR
relationship with Harry Theophilus Toulmin. Harry is fig@at uncle, so naturally | wanted to pursue

this interesting statemenand obtain the facts and details

HarryTheophilusToulmin was born in Mobile, Alabama on March 4, 1838, the son of Theophilus Lindsay
Toulmin(born June 1796in Lexington, Kentuckylied4 July 1866 in Toulminville, Alabama). T. L.
Toulminserved variously as Sheriff, State Senator, PostmaBtegadier General of the Alabama Militia,
founder of Toulminville, Alabama (now part of Mobile), &tshirmarof the Electoral College which
selected Martin Van Buresms Presidenin 184Q Thus he was a very powerful and influential man.

His ®n HarryTheophilusToulmin was educated at the University of Alabama. He also attended classes
for one year at The University of Virginia and then took a course in legal lectutes @hiversity of
Louisiana. He worked very closely under the direction of theoklisie Robert H. Smith, a prominent
Mobile attorney, who served ihe Alabama State Legislatur®uring the Civil War Smith servedtie
Confederate Provisional Congresss a signer of the Confederate Constitutiand was made a

Colonel in the Confextate Army.

After his educationHarryT. Toulmiimmediately passed his bar exam and in July of 1860 formed a
partnership with his former tutor. Halsobecame a Senior Warden at Trinity Episcopal Church in
downtown Mobile.

Just as Harry Toulmin's prac began to flourish, Alabama seceded from the United States. On April
23rd, 1861, Harry took leave from his law practice and enlisted as a private in the 22nd Alabama
Infantry. His first promotion came in September of that same year when he was advanbedrank of
Lieutenant oH Company.Shortly thereafter he was promoted to Captain of that same unit.

Toulminfought atthe massivebattle of Shiloh, where he was woundeahdhe subsequently fought in

the battles of Murfreesboro, Perryville, Missionary Ridge and Chickamatdahickamauga he

captured a Union cavalry sword, which he carried for the rest of the war, since it was heavier, longer and
better made than his Confedate sword. (ThatUnionsword is in my possessiontje was promoted to

Major after Chickamauga. Shortly thereafter he obtained the rank of Lt. Colonel and then in July of 1864
he was promoted to fullolonel, commanding the 22 Alabama He served as Calel throughout the

Atlanta campaign, the Battles of Franklin and Nashville and up until surrender with General Johnston at
Greensboro N.C. on April 26th, 186&hile his service was distinguished and his accounts of the battles
were stirring, it must bead that some of his rapid promotion is attributable to the numerous letters he
wrote to prominent Alabama leaders.

After the warCol. Toulmirswore allegince to the USA, resumeds private law practice thenserved in

the Alabama House of Representatsas a Democrdrom 1870 to 1872. He served as an Alabama

judge from 1874 to 1882, then in 1886 was nominated by President Grover Cleveland to serve on the US
District Court for the Southern District of Alabama. He served on that @sartrespectednd welt

known judgeuntil his death in Toulminville on 12 November 1916.
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raises several questions:

1. What does that mean in this context?

2. Isthere any chance that some of tlotildaenslaved became slaves of Harry Toulmin?

3. Since Harry was onl\82n 1860, is it possible that some of tkdotildaenslaved became the
slaves of | NInhBr&pbwerful and wealthy father, Theophilus Lindsey P

My research intdhese questionsevealed the following:

Robertsord (i I 1 Sa GKFG a[Aada 2F | O02dzy G &a-77A1856tMelillél & [ SR 3 S
t NEOIFGS ! NOKAGSAE &dzLIAMINRPKEN:2FI W2EKYS Wi BGrloy Se o
Toulmin. My inperson review of pages 369 to 377 of that book at the Mobile Probate Archives shows

that the name of Harry Toulmin doeppear on page 372, near the top of the page, as owing $38.45.

HowevdNE (KS ftAald 2F RSoida Aa yz2i O02yySOGSR (2 W2KYy
Accounts in the Old Ledger of Januatf1 My p ¢ ®¢ doe¢ fohsaem[toSdtaie $ iy way to

Dabney. Rather it is an astounding list of hundradd hundreds ofjold and silver items sold for

$25,000 (an immense sum at the time) from silversmiths Albert Leslie and Franklin Leslie of Mobile to a

James Kelly. No mention of Dabney is in evidence. The pages first list the sale of $1000 worth of gold

and silver items (bracelets, rings, eenumerated) from the Leslies t&elly, then list the sale of the

$25,000 worth of items (all enumerated in great detail), then provides Schedule A, which appears to be

a list of debtors to the Leslies, which idrgesold on to KellyjExamples of the items listed in in the sale

include 69 gold watches, 138 gold split rings, 9 diamond and opal rings, 193 pairs of gold earrings, and so

on, for pages. It is not clear why the Leslies are selling what appears teiberitire stock, since they

did not go out of businessr dieuntil much later, after the war.

On page 37t Book F, under an alphabetical list, apparently of the minor accounts of the Leslies, is

AK2g6Yy G/ LD | & ¢2dzZ YA YOSNIF AN R B AHIgi® S d K ANNEXEE ¢I2
Harry Toulmir(a founder of the state of Alabama). Judge Harry Toulmin (not to be confused with Judge

Harry Theophilus Toulmin!) was the father of Theophilus Lindsey Toulmin, and the latter was-the half
BNROGKSNI 2F G[AGGES | F NNB o G fejgcied theSCorifedexaisyBosed ¢ | & |/
north to Pennsylvania before the Civil War, and his branch of the family stayed there. But again, there is

no tie from this Toulmin t@®abney or theCbtilda.

According to Geni.com, John Milton Dabney was born 9 December 1818 in King William County, Virginia,
and died in March 1881 at Mt. Vernon, Mobile County, Alabama, at the age of 62. This death date
means that his will and administration papers veuaot contain any information on any enslaved

persons owned, since they would have been freed many years prior to his death.

¢KS flad akAa LEdilda¥daed2¥ Sebriary T8BNIvhérkile ship departed Mobile for

G{i0d ¢K2YIl & rgingl41,00kaf¢eNt IBniber, 180arrels of whiskey, 75 barrels of flour, 46

OF NNBfa 2F 6SSF¥>X IyR tn O0FNNBfa 2F oNBFRX gAGK 2A
Atlanta, TheClotildg A Finding Aid, box 93, dime athttps://www.archives.gov/files/atlanta/finding
aids/clotilda.pdj. As is now known, the vessel did not sell the lumber or go to St. Thomas, but instead

the crewbuilt slave pens below for thenticipated cargo of slaves, and produced no manifest listing the

illegal slaves carried on the return voyage from Africa. Hence the only names known of the enslaved
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persons carried are those 32 founders of Africatown put together by later researchesgwa women
identified in central Alabama.

Harry T. Toulmiis listed as a 28earold lawyer in the 1860 US Census for MaHiléng in the
household of his fathefheophilus L. Toulmin and mother Amant E. ToulrSiee below.
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Although only 23Harry T. Toulmin is listed as having seven slaves, ranging in age from 38 to less than 1,
two females and five males, in the 1860 slave schedule:
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enslavedrom the Clotilda(which arrived in Mobile in July 186€)uld be among these unnamed

persons. Unfortunately, since the names and other biographical information are not given, it is not

possible to determine their origin.

Cudjo Lewis and otheontemporay respondents do not list Harry T. Toulmin (or any Toulmin) as
receiving slaves from th€lotildg or as being investors or participants in any way inGhtildavoyage.

I I NM&Eakhgfather Theophilus L. Toulmin enslaved 77 persons in 1860 (pdi8@ US Census slave
schedule). Thesenslavedoersons are not named, so it is not possible to see if there is an overlap with
any names from th€lotildacaptives.

T.L. Toulmin leased oabme ofhis slaves to the Confederate Army during at leastrituaths of

January, February and March 1864 (per Ancestry.com, Confederate Army Payrolls for Enslaved Labor).
The names of these persons are recorded, as: Lundy, Lewis, Joe, Matt, Columbus, John dahd3&/ill
sevenmen worked for the CSApparently puting in an average of 12 to 27 hours each month, and
Toulmin received1.00 per hour for their laborgalizingthe substantial sum of $440.00 for that period.

It may be that he received other payments for leased enslaved labagrkalsehat the recordsre

missing The names of the seven men listed do not match any of the ki@agidanames but of

course only about 280 percent of theClotildanames are known to history.
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There is no paperwork showing that Harry T. Toulmin leased ostavissto the Confederate Army
T.L. Toulmin died iduly 1866, so his estate papers would not list any slaves.

Summarizing these findings, it appears that Robertsaly havemade an errorin asserting a link

between Harry T. Toulmin (or any Toulmin) wlghn M. Dabney or th€lotilda There is no evidence

LINE RdzOSR (2 RIFEGS 2F adzOK I fAyl® h¥ O02dz2NESSE §KSN.
transfer of enslavedlotildasurvivors occued. But there is no paper trail produced so fo support

thoseideas An email was sent to Dr. RobertsinMarch 2022 inquiring about this mattetut no

reply was received.

Participants in the Expedition

Participants who were proposeaat mentioned in Flag Applicatidor this expedition and wb
participated included:

T [ S6 ¢2dzZ YAYZ tK5X CwD{ZX Cb QnnX 9ELISRAGAZY [ SI
T WEaYAYS . dNNE {a QumI wSaSl NOKSNJ

1 Darron Patterson, PresiderttlotiidaDescendants Associati¢g@DA)

1 Vernetta Henson, Polee and Rose Allen descendant and respondent

A participantwho was not anticipated in the proposal but who was helpful and activeGlaxence
Wall, Jr(not a member of TEC3ecretary of theClotildaDescendants Association, whiolunteered to
provide information orhis descent from Ossand AnnieKeeby of theClotildaand Africatown, and who
thusinspireda new additionaland not previously anticipatedkport on this line. This report will be
worked on in the future, after the end of this Expedition.

Another participant who warecruited for the genealogical researahd who worked on the Rudolph
Elislines I & weély / NHzZiOKFAStRZI wt!X Cb Wum 2F ¢FYLIT KSE

Rebecca Davis (not a member of TEC), listed ifldgp Applicationwas not able to participate duet
an unexpectedhiheavy teaching workload. There were sufficient resources available to make up for her
non-participation.

Covid Precautions

Team members were fylvaccinated and boosted, or worked remotely on research, and wore masks
during inperson nterviews and field inspections.
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Annex A
Maps of the Area
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Map of AlabamashowingMobile andits Africatowncommunityinthe & G I 8Véc@der,nearMobile
Bay. Africatownis the only communityin the USfoundedby Africansthat is still in existence.
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Approximate location of the wreck of the
Clotilda,in Baldwin County off Twelve
Mile Island in the Mobile RivefUpper
red arrow)

Africatown(now part of north Mobilejs
SSW of the€lotildaabout 4 miles (Lower
red arrow)
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Africatownisin the lower left of the map,and 12 Mile Islandisin the upperright, aboutfour milesNEof
Africatown. TheClotildawasscuttledand burnedon the SEsideof the Island.

Google Earth

GoogleEarthimageof Africatown,with the hugeMobile Deltato the east,downtown Mobile to the
south,and Toulminville(foundedby my 3" greatgrandfather)to the southwest.
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Landusemap of Africatown,showingthe communityin greenandyellowin the centerof the map;the
purple showsthe heavyindustry,chemicawastepondsandlandfillsthat surroundthree quartersof the
community.

Map of Africatown,cut in half by the eastwestd . Bridgew 2 | (RoévrenamedAfricatownBoulevard)
andthe massiveCochrane/Africatowrighbridgeandby the north-southRoute43 andI-65. These
highwayshelpeddestroythe commercialand culturalheart of the town.
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AnnexB
Imagesof the Expedition
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Dancersat a BlackHistoryMonth festivalposein front of the signmarkingthe site of the future
Africatownwelcomecenter.
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Asignfor the future AfricatownWelcomeCenter,on a hill overlookingthe historic PlateauCemetery.
Unfortunately,accordingo onerespondentthe constructionof the Centerhasbeendelayedby three
yearsbecauseahe Cityof Mobile hasnot allocatedthe moneyto relocate
gravesunderthe constructionsite.

OF:-YORUBA ETHNIDITY FRUM THE SCHOONER CLOTILDA THEZ LA
SHIP-TO.FORCE: ENSLAVED:PEOPLE UF AFRICAN DESCENT TO THE

THE:SHIP-WAS TURCHED J0 THE HULL AND SUNK BY: !TS OWNERS TO PREV
AFTER THE CIVIL-WAR. MANY EREED CLUTILUA CAPTWES TRAVELED TO-MAGH

TRADITIONAL FAMILIAL TIES. ACCORDING T0 ORAL TRAOITION; THE SURVIVORS RETURNED. TO
THEIR:POINTOF: ORICIN.- IN-AFRICATONN-WITH:HOPES THATTHEY WOULD RE'[URN T0 THEIR
HOMELAND. NEVER ABLETO, THEY. REMEMBERED THEIR LANGUAGES-CUSTOMS, SOGIAL STRUCTURES:

AND TAUGHT THEIR CHICOREN ABOUT AFRICA, THE FOLLOWING GENERATIONS MAINTAINED THE =
CUSTOMS: PASSED_ DOWN TO THEM. WHILE SLOWLY TNTEGRATING. THEMSELVES WITH MOBILE'S
AFRICAN-AMERICAN SOCIETY. EVENTUALLY, AFRICATOWN: WAS. ANNEXEQ  BY “THE CITY. OF MOBILE." -
THE LAST. RECOGNIZED SURVIVORS OF THE CLOTILDA, KAZOOLA (CUDJO ‘LEWIS) AND ‘REDOSHL
(SALLY ‘SMITH): DIED "IN. 1935AND 1937, RESPECTIVELY. IN.2019; THE CLOTILDA WAS. FOUND: NEAR: .
THIS. SITE IN THE MOBICE RIVER DELTA; WHERE THE VESSEL CURRENTLY. RE £

DORA FRANKLIN FINLBY AFRICAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE TRA[L OF MO LE:

Historicmarkerin Africatown
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Markerfor the Plateaucemetery,where manyClotildasurvivorsand descendantsre buried.

Left: an attractiveresidentialstreet in Africatown.Right:! ¥ NA O Udiéh Bigsid@aryBaptistChurch,
ananchorof the community.

29



Left: someof the manyblightedand abandonechousesin Africatown.
Right:someof the heavyindustrythat bordersandstill pollutesthe town, asseenfrom the immense
CochraneAfricatownUSAbridge.

FUTURE HOME OF AFRICATOWN HERITAGE HOUSE

o . —— ———
,@Q '

I N K Adiia®iapofthé AfricatownHeritageHousemuseumandwelcomecenter,
now under construction(but delayeddue to Covidandshippingproblems).
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Thenew museumunder constructionin March2022

Imageof the infamousslaveship Clotilda(sometimesspelledClotildg paintedon largetiles, nearthe
entranceto Africatown. Theshipwaschosen for the slavingvoyageto Africa,becausdt wasreputedto
bethed F | &ésShnihe Gulf/ 2 | andus couldoutrun the numerousanti-slaveryvesself the

Britishand USnavies
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Interior of the Clotildawith its cargoof 110enslavedAfricansc I NJi doécépilan. Onereasonthat the
shipwasburnedwasthat the captainandownerknewthatif aa K Ahblifxéasfoundto be full of
humanfeces,this wasoften used asevidencein prosecutingslaverunners,evenif the slaveghemselves
couldnot be located. TheClotildahadabout55to 70daysof 110LJS 2 Liec&si the hold, soshewas
burnedandscuttled. Butthe slavetrade wasso profitable that this seemirgly insaneact waswell worth
it to the owners.

Pagefrom CaptainwilliamC 2 & (d&aid Doasting,1890accountof the ClotildaQ E60voyage,
where he states,d ftansferredmy Slavego ariver steamboat,and sentthem up into the canebraketo
hide them until further disposal.| then burnedmy Schn(Schoonerjo the watersedgeandsunkK S NJb é
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Sonarimagesof the underwaterwreckof the Clotildac now listed on the NationalRegisterof Historic
Placedn 2021. Thisvessewasconclusivelydentified asthe Clotildaby ateamled by Jame<P.Delgado
of SEARCHc.and Fellowof TheExplorersClub,andwith the involvementandbackingof the Alabama
Historical CommissionNationalGeographicSociety Smithsonia® BationalMuseumof African
AmericanHistoryand Cultureandits SlaveWrecksProgram Diverswith a Purposethe BlackScuba
DiversAssociationandthe GeorgeWashingtonUniversityMaritime ArchaeologyDepartment. The
G S I ¥fforts ledto the listingon the NationalRegjister.

Poleeand RoseAllenand ClotildadescendanDarronPattersonis the Presidenif the
ClotildaDescendantg\ssociationrequestedthe proposedresearchand expedition,and played a key
rolein its efforts.
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