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Introduction 

¢Ƙƛǎ CƭŀƎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнм ŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

Virginia.  The effort was part of on-going metal detecting and archaeological work on the plantation in 

2021, undertaken by Montpelier staff, interns, volunteers and others.  Note that because the effort 

widened its activities due to discoveries in the field, from just enslaved blacksmiths to include other 

enslaved workers, the name of the Expedition ǿŀǎ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 

9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ .ƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǎέ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΦέ   

This Flag Expedition report has the following sections: 

¶ Flag Photos 

¶ Description of Location  

¶ Background 

¶ Relevant Previous Work 

¶ Goals of the Expedition and the Overall 2021 Effort 

¶ Accomplishments of the Expedition and the 2021 Effort 

¶ An Economic Calculation of the Value of the Labor Contributed by the Enslaved Blacksmiths 

During the Madison Era 

¶ Members of the Effort 

¶ A Song about the Expedition. 

Appendices: 

1. Maps of the Museum Area 

2. Images of Montpelier and Previous Expeditions 

3. Images of the 2021 Expedition 

4. Flag 212 Award Letter 

5. History of Flag 212 

6. Lifetime List of Toulmin Expeditions 

7. Detailed List of Toulmin Flag Expeditions. 
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Flag Photos 

 

 

 

The November 2021 Flag Expedition carrying Flag #212 to the Montpelier Home Farm, left to right: 
[Ŝǿ ¢ƻǳƭƳƛƴΣ tƘ5Σ CwD{Σ Cb ΩлпΤ wȅŀƴ /ǊǳǘŎƘŦƛŜƭŘΣ wt! όwŜƎƛstered Professional Archaeologist), Cb ΩнлΣ 
WŀǎƳƛƴŜ .ǳǊǊΣ {a ΩнмΤ ŀƴŘ YŜƴǘƻƴ {ǇŀŘƛƴƎΣ t9Σ CwD{Σ Cb ΩнлΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ 

mansion, restored to its c. 1812 appearance under James Madison. 
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Members of the Expedition, back row L to R: Lew Toulmin, Kenton Spading, 
Ryan Crutchfield, First Lady Dolley Madison, front row L to R: Jasmine Burr, President James Madison 

 

 

 

Author Lew Toulmin with Flag # 212 in front of the restored Montpelier mansion of President James 

Madison and his wife Dolley Payne Madison, site of this archaeological metal detecting expedition. 
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Kenton Spading, Flag # 212, and President and Dolley Madison 

 

 

Ryan Crutchfield, Flag # 212, and President and Dolley Madison 
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Jasmine Burr, Flag # 212, and President and Dolley Madison 

 

 

Lew Toulmin with Flag # 212 and Jasmine Burr, metal detecting at Montpelier  

 

Description of the Site 

Montpelier plantation in central Virginia, the lifelong home of James Madison, the "Father of the 

Constitution" and fourth President of the United States, belonged to five generations of the Madison 

family for over 120 years, from 1723 to 1844.  In each of those years the plantation was worked by at 

least 100 enslaved persons, mainly in tobacco farming and industrial-level blacksmithing and iron 

working.   

The Madison family received a land patent for the plantation in 1723, and this was followed nine years 

later with the construction and occupation of Mt. Pleasant, a compound about a half mile from the 

current main Montpelier mansion.  There is no surface trace left of Mt. Pleasant, only archaeological 
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remnants below the surface, which have been partially excavated; and there are no surface remains of 

the agricultural and blacksmithing operations that were the economic foundation of the plantation.  

The current large mansion began when its core was built by President James Madison's father in about 

1760.  President Madison, born in 1751, married Dolley Payne Todd in 1794, and began a substantial 

phase of building which eventually resulted in the large structure that exists today.  After his second 

presidential term, the Madisons returned to Montpelier in 1817, where their legendary hospitality (a 

dinner party for political leaders almost every night for 20 years) kept them in touch with world affairs.  

After President Madison died in 1836, Dolley sold the plantation in 1844 and moved to a townhouse on 

Lafayette Square near the White House in Washington, DC.  

After 1844, Montpelier passed through seven different hands, until it was sold to the DuPont family in 

1901, who in 1983 passed it on to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the present owners.  The 

Trust has issued a long-term management lease to The Montpelier Foundation.  

The site of Montpelier plantation is on rolling land in Orange County, Virginia, on 2700 acres, about 40 

miles northwest of central Richmond.  Geologically, the site is in the Taylorsville Basin, which formed in 

the Upper Triassic period, between 230 and 201 million years ago. 

Location of James MadiǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ: 

Lat: 38.218919 N 

Long: -78.168457 W 

Background 

President James Madison is one of our most important yet least recognized Presidents. His drafting of 

the US Constitution laid the foundation for our democracy, which endures to this day partly because of 

his genius in creating three branches of government which provide checks and balances against each 

other. As such, his background, family life, income, source of wealth and living conditions are of great 

historical interest.  

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ !frican-Americans, 

estimated to number about 100 to 125 at various times. These people worked in two major enterprises, 

first, agriculture, mainly tobacco farming, and second, industrial-scale iron-working and blacksmithing. 

Unfortunately, some of President aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 

documents, maps, journals, account books and other items relating to him and his family and ancestors 

ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛǾŀŎȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ money.  This 

occurred when MadisƻƴǎΩ ǎǘŜǇǎƻƴ WƻƘƴ tŀȅƴŜ ¢ƻŘŘ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ 1854, and his descendants found two entire 

rooms full of documents.  These were burned in a large bonfire on the lawn of the mansion.  There is 

reasonable speculation that this destruction was partly motivated by worries that a civil war was 

coming, that there was talk of compensation being paid to the enslaved ς but if there were no records 

of who worked and how much, compensation would be very difficult to calculate and provide.   

Thus ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƭƭŜȅ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

plantation life, and (importantly) the life and circumstances of the Montpelier enslaved population, is 

the archaeology of the site.  
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The Montpelier Foundation has been a leader in recognizing the key role played by slaves in building and 

maintaining the plantation, its structures and economy. Montpelier was the site of the first National 

Summit on Teaching Slavery, and resulted in the first, historic 2018 Rubric for Engaging Descendant 

Communities, sponsored by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The Montpelier Foundation has 

been following through on this Rubric, which lays out guidelines for engaging descendant enslaved 

communities.  The guidelines cover the teaching of slavery and the designing of historic sites, to ensure 

that the presentation of challenging and disturbing material about slavery is accurate and 

comprehensive. The Rubric contains a 0-4 rating scheme for assessing the quality of research, 

collaboration, transparency and accessibility of a historic presentation or program.  

The Foundation has further pursued this engagement approach by transitioning its Board of Directors to 

include fifty percent representation by enslaved descendants ς a first among relevant historic sites and 

museums in the US.  The Foundation has signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the Montpelier 

Descendants Committee (who represent the descendants of the enslaved persons on the plantation and 

in the area) to ensure consultation and cooperation in all aspects of running the Foundation.  On 16 

November 2021, in order to restructure The Montpelier Foundation Board of Directors to fully represent 

the descendants of the enslaved, four new African-American descendant members of the Board were 

elected.   

Continuing the archaeological work focused on enslaved populations, and understanding their lived 

experiences, is clearly the mandate of the new Montpelier Foundation Board of Directors, and this 

Expedition helped to continue the important, innovative archaeological investigations at the plantation. 

In terms of Flag Expeditions, a review of all the Flag Expeditions listed on the Explorers Club website and 

others I am familiar with showed that it appears there were only three that deal with the important 

topic of African-American history and slavery. These are: first, my Excavating Montpelier Expedition of 

October 2021; second, my Josiah Henson/Matthew Alexander Henson Flag Expedition of 2020-21; and 

third, the 2006, Flag # 147 expeditiƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ aΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άCŀǊŜƴȅŀ-

wƻǎŜōŀƴƪ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ ¢ǊŀŘŜ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ CƭŀƎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ old 

Club website re this latter expedition (and as of this writing only two of hundreds of Flag reports are 

available on the Club website), but I was able to find articles on the effort at this site: 

http://clu.stparchive.com Archive/CLU/CLU07222004P14.php, and succeeding issues of this paper.  

These articles did focus on the African-American slave trade, especially in Guinea and South Carolina. 

Hence a Flag Expedition focused on the archaeology and history of American slavery seemed 

appropriate to fill in this gap in Flag Expedition activity. 

Relevant Previous Work 

Surprisingly, a substantial amount has already been learned about Montpelier plantation life largely 

through archaeological investigations, supplemented by some genealogical and historical analysis and 

courthouse and other legal records.  Major findings to date include:    

¶ Frances Taylor Madison, the grandmother of James Madison, Jr. (the President) lived at Mt. Pleasant 

her entire life, even when her small house there became unsafe and almost uninhabitable.  When 

she died, that house was intentionally burned and destroyed, as revealed by archaeology showing 

that the house had been stripped of all possessions before being burned and pushed down.  The 
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grandmother dominated the plantation for many years, after her husband died rather young under 

mysterious circumstances.  Courthouse records show that three slaves were convicted of murdering 

ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ όǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύ ōȅ άǇƻȅǎƻƴƛƴƎΣέ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ όάǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƴŀƪŜǊƻƻǘέ ƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘύ ƛƴƎŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ Ŏƻǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

plantatioƴΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άƳƛƭƪ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎΦέ  ό¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦύ  

One of the three slaves, Pompey, was hung and the other two received 29 lashes each.  All three 

may well have been innocent. 

¶ President Madison almost certainly did not grow up at Mount Pleasant, as previously thought.  

Archaeological evidence shows that he likely grew up at a small plantation house near the site of the 

current Montpelier mansion (which was built later) with his parents.  That small house was later 

transformed into an outdoor kitchen when the main, current Montpelier mansion was built.   

¶ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

(Frances Taylor Madison), but kept a separate household, ran a separate business (she focused for 

many years on tobacco growing after her husband died of poisoning, while they focused on 

blacksmithing on an industrial scale), and even kept separate books (a few of which luckily survived 

the intentional burning, in an archive in another state).  It appears that sometimes these two 

households competed and sometimes supported each other, and they certainly did survive and co-

exist for many years.  Thus Madison, a principal author of the Constitution, may have been 

influenced in devising his separate branches of the Federal government by his unique early family 

and plantation life.  

¶ Using the innovative metal detecting approach developed by Montpelier archaeological staff, over 

100 historic sites, not visible on the surface, have been found on the plantation.  

¶ There were three phases to the blacksmithing operation: pre-Revolutionary; Revolutionary (which 

was quite large and was export oriented); and post-Revolutionary (during the President Madison 

period).  The first two phases have been located and studied.  The third phase was one of the 

subjects of this effort.   

¶ The third phase ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άHome FŀǊƳέ ŀǊŜŀΣ near the current 

±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ.  This area was the workplace and home to numerous enslaved persons, and 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōŀǊƴǎΣ ŀ ŦŀǊǊƛŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǇΣ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŎŀōƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

various other structures, known and unknown to date.  (The Home Farm was one of five major 

άŦŀǊƳǎέ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ рллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘhe Madisons at the time.) 

Relevant previous publications and analyses on Colonial and early Federal iron production and 

blacksmithing operations, plantation life, and related matters include the following (with several by the 

Expedition Leader, Dr. Matthew B. Reeves): 

¶ Anonymous, The Blacksmith in Eighteenth Century Williamsburg ς An Account of His Life and Times 

and of His Craft (Williamsburg: Colonial Williamsburg, 1978). 

¶ Douglas B. Chambers, Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia (Jackson: University Press of 

Mississippi, 2005). 

¶ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ /ƻƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ 5Φ {ŎƻǘǘΣ άaŜǘŀƭ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƻǊ ¦ǎŜ ƛƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΣέ Historical Archaeology, 

Vol. 32, No. 4, 1998). 

¶ C. Copperstone, Labor, Status and Power: Slave Foodways at James Madison's Montpelier AD 1810-

1836. όaŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ Thesis, University of Arizona, 2014). 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing
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¶ Christopher C. Fennell, The Archaeology of Craft and Industry (Gainesville: University of Florida 

Press, 2021). 

¶ aŀǊƛŀ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΣ ά9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ±ŀǊƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ [ŀōƻǊ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣέ 

International Journal of Historical Archaeology, Published on-line, 6 July 2019. 

¶ Matthew C. GreeǊΣ ά/ƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ /ŀƴƛƴŜǎΣ ŀ 5ƻƎ .ǳǊƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ [ƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŀ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ 

[Montpelier], Journal of the African Diaspora Archaeology and Heritage, Vol. 5, No. 3, Nov. 2016. 

¶ Matthew G. Hyland, Montpelier: The History of a House (Williamsburg, VA: PhD dissertation, College 

of William and Mary) 2004. 

¶ WƻƘƴ 5Φ aŜǘȊΣ ά!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ wŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ {ƭŀǾŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣ мтфл-муслΣέ 

Academia.com, 2013. 

¶ Matthew B. Reeves, A Brief History of the Montpelier Landscape-revised, (Montpelier Station, VA: 

Manuscript, The Montpelier Foundation, Montpelier Archaeology Department, 2013). 

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ DǊŜŜǊΣ ά²ƛǘƘƛƴ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴǎƛƻƴ: Comparing and Contrasting 

¢ǿƻ 9ŀǊƭȅ bƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ƭŀǾŜ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣέ Journal of Mid-

Atlantic Archaeology, 28: 69-80, 2012. 

¶ Matthew B. Reeves, An Analysis of Pebble and Cobble-Sized Materials: A Methodology and Example 

from Montpelier Madison Family Home (Montpelier Station, VA: Manuscript, The Montpelier 

Foundation, Montpelier Archaeology Department, 2007). 

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎΣ ά!ǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨwƛƎƘǘΩ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ 

Places in Mind, edited by Erve Chambers and Paul Shackel (Routledge Press, 2004).  

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ YŜǾƛƴ CƻƎƭŜΣ ά9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ IƻƳŜΣ aƻǳƴǘ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ 
(1723-муллύέΤ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ мффт-2004. Report on File, Montpelier 
Archaeology Department, 2004. 

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ .ŀǊǘƻƴΣ ά9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ CƛŜƭŘ {ƭŀǾŜ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄ ό¢ƻōŀŎŎƻ 
Barn Quarter 44OR333): Excavation Seasons 2004-2005. Report on File, Montpelier Archaeology 
Department, 2005.  

¶ Matthew B. Reeves, Restoration Plan for the Montpelier Mansion, Front Lawn. 2007, On-line report: 
http://www.montpelier.org/explore/archaeology/reports/mansion_front_yard_rest 
oration_plan.doc.  

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎΣ ά{ƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƴŜƳȅΩΥ aŜǘŀƭ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ Iƻōōȅƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΣέ 
Advances in Archaeological Practice, 3 (3), 2015. 

¶ Matthew B. Reeves, Field Guide for Archaeological Metal Detecting (Montpelier: Montpelier 
Foundation, electronic report, 2013).   

¶ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .Φ wŜŜǾŜǎΣ ά{ŎŀƭŀǊ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǊǘƘ мфth /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ !ǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜǎΣέ ƛƴ Beyond the 
Walls: New Perspectives on the Archaeology of Historical Households, edited by Kevin Fogel et al. 
University Press of Florida, 2015). 

¶ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ {ŀƳŦƻǊŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣέ The William 
and Mary Quarterly (3rd Series, Vol. LIII, No. 1, January 1996). 

¶ M. A. Trickett, Archaeology Sites at James Madison's Montpelier (Montpelier Station, VA: 

Manuscript, The Montpelier Foundation, Montpelier Archaeology Department, 2017). 

¶ M. A. Trickett,  By the Harvest Moon's Light: Excavations of the Field Slave Quarters at the home of 

James Madison, 2012-2013 (Montpelier Station, VA: Manuscript, The Montpelier Foundation, 

Montpelier Archaeology Department, 2014). 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47N1p0UWZGOG1ncmc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47N1p0UWZGOG1ncmc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47N1p0UWZGOG1ncmc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.montpelier.org/explore/archaeology/reports/mansion_front_yard_rest%20oration_plan.doc
http://www.montpelier.org/explore/archaeology/reports/mansion_front_yard_rest%20oration_plan.doc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
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¶ Logan Ward, ά/ƻƳƳƻƴ Ground: Archaeologists and Metal Detectorists, Often at Odds, Come 

Together in an Innovative Program at James aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣέ Preservation Magazine 

(National Trust for Historic Preservation), 1 January 2015.  

Goals of the Expedition and the Overall 2021 Effort 

The goals for this expedition and for the overall archaeological effort in 2021 were as follows: 

1. Undertake a detailed archaeological and structured metal detecting survey of part of the 

Montpelier plantation, strongly suspected of being the location of a major blacksmithing operation, 

which was a major source of wealth creation for President and Dolley Madison.  

2. Determine the size, extent, nature and focus of the blacksmithing operation, which was possibly 

on an industrial scale, and was certainly run and operated by enslaved blacksmiths.  

оΦ [ƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǎΩ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎΤ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

conditions of the blacksmiths and their families; estimate if possible the financial contribution of the 

blacksmiths to the finances of the plantation. 

4. Undertake structured 10-foot (approximately 3 meters) grid metal detecting of the Home Farm 

area of the plantation, focusing on a suspected barn or other large structure, tentatively located in 

the area near the trail leading to the Slave Cemetery.  This was a follow-up to an earlier, rapid 20- 

meter grid metal detector survey. 

 

aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΩǎ Unique Approach to Metal Detecting 

While metal detectorists and archaeologists have often had an adversarial relationship in the past, 

aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ όǳƴŘŜǊ 5ǊΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ wŜŜǾŜǎΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇύ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 

two groups cooperate, resulting in high-quality, low-impact archaeological investigations and surveys.  

Archaeologists have in the past been highly critical of metal detectorists, because they would find and 

remove items from the ground without recording their vital contextual and stratigraphic information, 

and often without even recording the locations of the finds.  

The innovative and highly structured metal detecting methodology developed by Montpelier 

archaeologists involves the following steps:  

1. Obtaining very high-quality metal detectors, and providing any new staff or volunteers with extensive 

training in their use. This includes training in archaeological concepts such as stratigraphy analysis, 

minimizing destruction, correct sampling techniques, etc.  

2. Dividing the landscape into 20-meter squares on a digital map and database, and on the ground, using 

small marker flags for the corners.  

3. Undertaking metal detecting surveys of each square, marking all finds with a different color flag.  

4. Recording the finds on an iPad, which populates the digital map/database.  

рΦ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ άƘƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛǘǎΦ  
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6. Focusing on previously unknown hot spots, divide those 20-ƳŜǘŜǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ млȄмлΩ όapproximately 

3x3 meter) squares, and marking the corners and the digital map.  

тΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ άƘƻǘέ млȄмлΩ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎΣ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 

unmarked finds.  

уΦ {ŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ о ƛƴ мл ŦƛƴŘǎΣ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ άŘƛǾƻǘέ ƘƻƭŜǎ (also called shovel test pits or STPs) of about 10x10έ 

and 10-12 inches deep, unless the item is larger. In these holes non-metallic items are often found, 

associated with the detected metal. 

 9. Identifying each find, and classifying it as recent (e.g., barbed wire, modern nails, etc.) or historically 

interesting.  

10. Recording each historical find in the digital map/database, including depth of find, with a brief 

description of the object.  

11. Returning each sampled item and divot to the ground (to enhance preservation by preventing the 

object being exposed to oxygen and oxidation long term), unless the find is truly unique and should be 

processed immediately and separately, or unless reburying would not enhance preservation. 

Accomplishments of the Expedition and the 2021 Effort 

The overall 2021 archaeological effort accomplished the following: 

¶ Using the multi-layered approach described above developed by the Montpelier Archaeology 

Department, the estimated site of the third phase of blacksmithing was located using metal 

detecting on a 20-meter grid, and other non-invasive techniques.  So many hits were found there 

that it was deemed unnecessary to proceed with 10-foot grid detecting.  Instead, it was determined 

that substantial excavation with large trenches (rather than additional metal detecting) was 

warranted. 

¶ A major focus area in November 2021 was to use 10-foot grid metal detecting to investigate an 

unknown structure found earlier in 2021 in the Home Farm, near the trail leading to the Slave 

Cemetery.  This structure was found using 20-meter metal detecting, and could be a barn or other 

large structure, completely invisible on the ground by eye or even via LiDAR.  

¶ This barn (or structure) was almost certainly worked and run by enslaved African-Americans.  As 

stated by archaeologist Matthew Reeves, PhD, of The Montpelier Foundation, ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άǎƛǘŜǎ 

ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎǘŀŦŦŜŘΩ ōȅ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ς ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦέ  (Note 

that since there were now two foci to the work ς blacksmiths and other workers ς the short name 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ) 

¶ The 50-acre area to be metal detected in the Home Farm area was outlined.  An image is shown in 

the Annex. 

¶ The methodology used in the barn area and across the Home Farm was the standard Montpelier 

metal detecting approach, as described above.   Approximately 160 ten-by-ten foot grid squares 

were surveyed by the metal detector team during November 2021 as part of this Expedition.  One 

hundred and seventy historic hits were recorded, and their relevant data entered into the GIS/ESRI 

mapping system. 
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¶ These finds were primarily historic nails, mostly from the late 1700s and early 1800s. Some of these 

may have come from a fence that was pushed down, and this destruction popped off the heads of 

many of the nails.   

¶ Other historic finds included a button (as yet undated), large iron hand-wrought chain links, an iron 

hand-wrought hook, an iron hand-wrought ring (likely a collar for the end of a horse or cattle yoke), 

various iron hand-wrought tool or farm equipment parts, slate bits (possibly roofing material), and a 

few modern items such as modern nails and wire. 

¶ Further analysis and likely a Phase 2 investigation will be needed to identify exactly what type of 

structure is present in the investigated area. 

¶ ! άǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŀǇέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ CŀǊƳ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ based on the metal detecting and other 

clues, showing the known and suspected structures and finds to date.  This is viewable at:  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3efbd16ee1ef43d9b8b78c21a945466a 

Photos and images of the effort area shown in the Annexes below.   

Plans for future follow-up work related to this effort include the following:   

¶ Continued metal detecting on the rest of the Home Farm 

¶ Continued follow-ǳǇ ƻƴ άƘƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ CŀǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ tƘŀǎŜ н όŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ р Ȅ р Ŧƻƻǘ 

units) and possibly Phase 3 (full excavation) projects 

¶ Conservation and presentation of specific objects 

¶ Understanding the sequencing of the various structures and economic activities in the area  

¶ Development of concepts for properly re-creating the structures on the Home Farm, so that 

visitors to the plantation will grasp the immense amount of enslaved work and activity that the 

Home Farm represents. 

NOTE:  because the 2021 metal detecting expedition expanded from focusing largely on the enslaved 

blacksmiths to also encompass other enslaved workers who toiled at the mystery structure near the 

Slave Cemetery, the Flag Expedition was renamed, from the ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ 

Blacksmithsέ to the άSearch for President MadƛǎƻƴΩǎ 9ƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΦέ   

 

An Economic Calculation of the Value of Enslaved Labor Contributed by the 

Blacksmiths During the President Madison Era 

As an economist and former labor organizer and negotiator, I was interested in trying to quantify the 

effort and value of work put in by the Madison slaves, especially the blacksmiths.  I made the following 

assumptions, based on interviews with Montpelier staff who had studied the blacksmithing operation.  

(Recall, by the way, that the entire enslaved population at Montpelier under the Madisons was generally 

about 100 and even up to 120 persons.) 

1. The blacksmithing operation during the President Madison period was not confined to just a 

blacksmith or two and one or two apprentices.  The operation was larger and involved many 

support workers, including male laborers, women and children who cut wood, hauled materials, 

ran the bellows, ran the forge, collected scrap metal, removed slag, etc.  
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2. Therefore, I estimate that the blacksmithing operation involved 3 senior, master blacksmiths, 5 

apprentices, 5 male adult support staff, 4 child laborers and 5 female support staff, for a total of 

22 persons.   

3. According to the Economic Research Institute, a modern blacksmith makes $27 USD per hour.  I 

ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ о aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ   

4. I assume that all other (19) staff would make a modern living wage of $15 per hour.  

5. I assume that the blacksmithing operation went on at the same production level for all of 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 5ƻƭƭŜȅ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƘŜ ǎƻƭŘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

about 1771 to 1844; or 73 years. 

From these assumptions I developed the following simple calculations: 

3 enslaved master blacksmiths x $27/hour x 10 hours/day x 6 days/week x 50 weeks/year x 73 
years =  
$17,739,000; plus 
 

19 other enslaved staff x $15/hour x 10 hours/day x 6 days/week x 50 weeks/year x 73 years =  
$62,415,000.   

 
The sum of these two figures is about $80,154,000 in modern terms.  This is a rough estimate of the free 

labor contributed to the President Madison family by the enslaved blacksmithing team effort. 

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǎǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƴŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ άŦǊŜŜέ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ 

the Madisons.  Of course this housing and food was substandard in modern terms, and not worth much.  

A similar calculation of the approximate value of the work done by all the enslaved workers at 

Montpelier during the entire Madison ownership was undertaken in the previous Flag Expedition report 

ƻƴ ά9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƴƎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΦέ  That totaled in the region of half a billion dollars. 

Members of the Effort 

The metal detecting Expedition was led by Matthew B. Reeves, PhD, a highly experienced archaeologist 

with the Montpelier Archaeology Department, and head of that Department.   

The two Explorers Club members carrying the Flag of the Expedition were the author, Lew Toulmin, PhD, 

CwD{Σ Cb ΩлпΣ ŀƴŘ YŜƴǘƻƴ {ǇŀŘƛƴƎΣ t9Σ CwD{Σ Cb ΩнлΦ  Kenton made substantive and helpful inputs and 

suggestions for this final report. 

Two oǘƘŜǊ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ /ƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ wȅŀƴ /ǊǳǘŎƘŦƛŜƭŘΣ wt!Σ Cb Ωнл ŀƴŘ 

WŀǎƳƛƴŜ .ǳǊǊΣ {a Ωн1.  

All Club members worked hard on the effort and did an excellent job.   

A metal detecting expert and trainer participating was Lance Crosby.   Four Montpelier interns, various 

Montpelier staff, and twelve other volunteers from the US participated in the team effort.  

The metal detecting Expedition in November was part of a larger, year-long but on-going archaeological 

effort by Montpelier staff, volunteers, interns and others to increase the understanding of the 

archaeology and history of this important location.  
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A Song about the Expedition 

On the next page is a song written about the Expedition.   
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When The Saints Go Marching In ï at Montpelier 
 

by Louis Armstrong 
Modified November 2021 by Lew Toulmin, PhD, FRGS; chords for guitar or bari uke 

To celebrate Montpelier Archaeology Departmentôs search for traces of the enslaved workers at President 
James Madisonôs Montpelier plantation in central Virginia 

 

Intro: G  C  D7  G 
 

Single strumming: 

We are [G] trav'ling in the [C] footsteps, of [G] those who've gone [D7] before 

But we'll [G] all be reunited, on a [D7] new and sunlit [G] shore  

Strum DUDU: 

O [G] when the saints go marching in, when the saints go marching [D7] in 

O lord I [G] want to be in that [C] number, when the [G] saints go [D7] marching [G] in! 

And [G] when the sun refuse to shine, and when the sun refuse to [D7] shine 

O lord I [G] want to be in that [C] number, when the [G] sun refuse [D7] to [G] shine! 

O [G] when the metal, all is found, oh when that metal all is [D7] found é 

And [G] when those grids, are filled with flags, oh when those grids are filled with [D7] 
flags é 

And [G] when those nails, all are found, oh when those golden nails are [D7] foundé 

And [G] when our backs, are straight again, oh when our backs are straight [D7] 
again... 

And [G] when those saints, rise up again, and when those saints rise up [D7] againé 

And [G] when the barn, is found at last, oh when that barn is found [D7] at last... 

When [G] the descendants all are traced, oh when the descendants all are [D7] 
tracedé 

O [G] when justice, rules the land, oh when justice rules the [D7] land é 

And when [G] the Constitution lives, oh when the Constitution [D7] livesé 

 
Single strumming: 

Some [G] say this world is [C] trouble, and with [G] death our end is [D7] sealed 

But Iôm waitinô [G] for that morning, when the [D7] new world is [G] revealed! 
 

Strum DUDU: 

O [G] when the saints go marching in, oh when the saints go marching [D7] in 

O lord I [G] want to be in that [C] number, when the [G] saints go [D7] marching [G] in!! 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Louis+Armstrong&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MMkzNlrEyu-TX5pZrOBYlFtcUpSflw4AKSn80x4AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjjh_jRmYrkAhWDjlkKHQzcCE8QMTAAegQICxAF


16 
 

Annex 1 

Maps of aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΩǎ Location 

 

 
Map showing Montpelier, with Richmond to the SE and Charlottesville to the SW 

 

 

 

Local area of Montpelier, showing the current Mansion (the red dot), the ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ Center                                      
and President aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ gravesite 
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Map of Montpelier showing the dig site of the possible barn, the Constitution Village where some 
volunteers stayed, and historic Arlington House where the first expedition meeting was held.  Note that 

the top of the map is south, while north is towards the bottom of the map. 
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Annex 2 

Images of Montpelier and Previous Excavations 

Images 

 

 
 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƭƭŜȅ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ hǊŀƴƎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ±!Φ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ Ŏŀōƛƴǎ ǘƻ 
the right of the mansion are reconstructions of accommodation for house slaves. 

 

 

 
 

James and Dolley aŀŘƛǎƻƴΣ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ tƻǿŜǊ /ƻǳǇƭŜέ ς portraits hanging at Montpelier. 
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An interior room in Montpelier. 

 

 

 
 

Archaeological excavations (1x1 meter test units) in the front lawn of Montpelier. 
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The archaeology lab of the Montpelier Archaeology Department 

 

 

 

 
 

Reconstructed slave quarters at Montpelier, with the reconstructions and locations based on 
archaeological investigations.  
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A rare early image of black blacksmiths in Africa, in Nigeria in the 18th century;  

note the hand bellows (left) and the upside-down pyramid-shaped anvil.  Skilled blacksmiths from Africa 
were often targets for slave hunters. 

 

 
Image of a blacksmithing shop, location unknown, likely post-Civil War, being operated by African-

Americans.  No images of blacksmithing at Montpelier survive, if they were ever made.  
 
 

 

  
 



22 
 

 

 
 

aŜǘŀƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ōŀǊƴ ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ǿƻƻŘǎ 

 

 

 
 

Dennis Bjorklund, expert metal detectorist, working a site at Montpelier. 
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Broken pottery shards (left) found in slave quarters at Montpelier, with the matching pattern and 
complete object (at center and right). 

 

 
²ƛƴŜ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ άLŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴέ όWŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΣ {ǊΦΣ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ 

Montpelier by archaeological methods 
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Label of a wine bottle owned by President James Madison, found via archaeological methods 
 
 

 
 

Center: fingerprint of a child, likely a small girl, on a brick on the back wall of Montpelier.  Enslaved child 
labor was used extensively at Montpelier and other Presidential plantations in brickmaking. 
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A slave shackle key found at Montpelier.  About 100-125 enslaved persons worked at Montpelier during 
each of the Madison family years. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ά¢ƘŜ aŜǊŜ 5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊέ ŀǘ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ р ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ му 
Presidents owned slaves.  (These 5 are not lit up.)   Madison owned over 200 slaves over his lifetime, but 
never freed one, not even his closest body servant, despite sometimes stating that he opposed slavery. 
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Previous Metal Detector and Other Surveys 

 

 

Right: image showing most of the Montpelier property (outlined in black) with the metal detector 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ  !ǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŘΣ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ άƘƻǘέ ǿƛǘƘ 

numerous historical finds.  Left: Image of a metal detectorist surveying the Montpelier woods. 
 
 
 

 
 

Image showing two adjacent areas of Montpelier, one shown with a LiDAR survey mapping overlay 
layer, and one with an overhead photograph 
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The Home Farm (now a field) near the visitor center where extensive blacksmithing and other activities 
were investigated in 2021.  Note that no surface indications remain;  

the small slave cabins are re-constructions. 
 
 
 

 
 

Detail of the metal detector survey of Montpelier; showing one 20-meter-square grid (marked in light 
blue) in the center of the image, and on the lower right information on that grid, stating that 100 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ƙƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƛŘΦ  ¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ άƘƻǘέ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ 
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Detail of a 10 x 10-foot square, showing 26 historic hits. 
 
 

 
 

Metal detectorists in the Home Farm field, searching for clues to the thousands of person-years of work 
put in by enslaved people during the 120 years of Madison family ownership 
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Annex 3 

Images of the 2021 Effort 

 

 
 

20-meter grid of the fields showing suspected field hand slave quarters, stables, possible sheds, and 
other features.  The suspected large blacksmithing operation is the large red area with white numbers.  

 
 
 

  
 

Google Earth view of the target area, with the Home Farm area shown by the red diamond shape, the 
blacksmithing area beside the 18th century road in the upper left, and an άunknown structureέ (a 

possible barn) in yellow near the top.  All were investigated via detailed metal detecting in 2021 during 
the expedition and in the runup to the effort.  The unknown structure was a major focus of metal 

detecting during November 2021.   
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The 50-acre Home Farm area outlined for intensive 10-foot ƳŜǘŀƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлнмΦ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
Center in the upper right and the blacksmithing area in the upper left.   
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A unit dug in the blacksmithing area showed bricks arranged in a possible curved pattern, consistent 
with curved forges from early Federal times.  Most of the other shapes are tree roots.  

 

 
 

A Montpelier Archaeology staffer, Chris Pasch (right), ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ area with volunteers at 
ŀ άǳƴƛǘέ ŘǳƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлнм. The road to the left is an 18th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǊƻŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǎƘƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ 

beside such roads, to conveniently mend broken wagon wheels, axles and other items for passersby.  
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A piece of slag from ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘŜŘ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  {ƭŀƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ 
byproduct of metal working, and is always present at blacksmithing operations. 

 
 

 
 

All the members of the November 2021 Montpelier archaeological metal detecting expedition, including 
four members of The Explorers Club. 
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WŀǎƳƛƴŜ .ǳǊǊΣ {a Ωн1, holds two nails from the late 1700s found in metal detecting at Montpelier.   
 
 

 
 

Ryan CrutchfielŘΣ wt!Σ Cb ΩнлΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊ ƻƴ ŀƴ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ Montpelier 
 
 


