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Introduction
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Virginia The effortwas part of orgoing metal detecting and archaeological work on phentation in

2021, undertaken by Montpelier staff, interns, volunteers and othdxete that because the effort

widened its activitieslue to discoveries in the fielekom just enslaved blacksmiths to include other

enslaved workers, the name of tixpalitons I & Y2 RATFASR FTNRBY da¢KS { S| NOK
gyaftl @SR .t O0laYaAlkKasg (2 @Oyl | {OSIRNBR NI SNEIONS & A RS Y
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Flag Photos

TheNovember 202Flag Expedition carrying Flag #2@2he Montpelier Home Farm, left to right:
[ S6 ¢2dzZ YAYS t K53X CwD{ 3 GteredProfedsionalAtclyaeolodidhdll ORF A St R X
WEAYAYS . d2NNE {a QumMT IYyR YSyid2y {LIRAY3IZ t9I Cw
mansion, restored to its. 1812 appearance undejamedMadison.



Members of the Expedition, back row LRoLew Toulmin, Kenton Spading,
Ryan Crutchfieldsirst LadyDolley Madison, front row L to R: Jasmine BRresidentJames Madison

Author Lew Toulmin with Flag # 212 in front of the restored Montpelier mansion of President James
Madison and his wif®olley Payne Madison, site of this archaeological metal detecting expedition.



Ryan Crutchfield, Flag # 212, and President and Dolley Madison



Lew Toulmirwith Flag # 212 and Jasmine Burr, metal detecsinlglontpelier

Description of the Site

Montpelier plantationin central Virginiathe lifelong home of James Madison, the "Father of the
Constitution" and fourtiPresident of the United StateBelongedto five generations of the Madison
family for over 120 yeardrom 1723 to 1844 In each of those years the plantation was worketby
least100 enslaved persons, mainly in tobacco farming and indudgsial blacksmithing and iron
working

TheMadisonfamily received a land patefior the plantationin 1723, and this was followed nine years
later with the construction and occupation of Mt. Pleasant, a compound about a half mile from the
current main Montpeliemansion. There is no surface trace left of Mt. Pleasant, only archaeological
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remnants below the surface, which have been partially excavated there are no surface remains of
the agricultural and blacksmithing operations that were the economic fouadatf the plantation

The current large mansion began when its core was built by President James Madison's father in about
1760. President Madison, born in 1751, married Dolley Payne Todd in 1794, and began a substantial
phase of building which eventugliesulted in the largstructurethat exists today. After his second
presidential term, the Madisons returned to Montpelier in 18Where their legendary hospitalitja

dinner partyfor political leadersalmost every night for 20 yearkgpt them in towch with world affairs.

After President Madison died in 1836, Dolley sold the plantatiolB#¥ and moved ta townhouse on
Lafayette Squaraear the White Housen Washington, DC.

After 1844, Montpelier passed througlevendifferent hands until it wassold to the DuPont family in
1901, who in 1983 passed it on to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the present owners. The
Trust hadssued dongterm managementeaseto The Montpelier Foundation.

The site of Montpelier plantation is on rioi§ land in Orange County, Virginia, on 2700 acres, atidut
miles northwest otentralRichmond. Geologically, the site is in the Taylorsville Basin, which formed in
the Upper Triassic period, between 230 and 201 million years ago.

Locationof JamesMadi 2 Yy Q& a2y G LISt A SNJ
Lat: 38.218919 N
Long:-78.168457 W

Background

President James Madison is one of our most important yet least recognized Presidents. His drafting of
the US Constitution laid the foundation for our democracy, which endures to this day partly because of
his genius in creating three branches of governmehich provide checks and balances against each
other. As such, his background, family life, income, source of wealth and living conditions are of great
historical interest.

hyS 2F GKS YIFI22N) a2dz2NOSa 2F (KS al RrkanAngericaris,YA f @ Qa
estimated to numbeabout100to 125at various times. These people worked in two major enterprises,

first, agriculture, mainly tobacco farming, and second, indussgale irorworking and blacksmithing.
Unfortunately,some ofPresidenta F RA a2y Qa RSaOSyRIyGa AydSydaazylffe
documents, maps, journals, account books and other items relating to him and his family and ancestors
GKFG NBYFAYSR i a2y iGLISt ASNE (2 LINBamWIHS (§KS & LINR
occurredwhenMadR Yy 3 Q a0SLJA2Y W2 KL§54, tartd iy descandaRRiouRdAvid Rntire y

rooms full of documents. These were burned in a large bonfire on the lawn of the mansion. There is
reasonable speculation that this destruarti was partly motivated by worries that a civil war was

coming, that there was talk of compensation being paithenslaved; but if there were no records

of who worked and how much, compensation would be very difficult to calculate and provide.

Thusi KS YIF22NJ NBYFAYAYy3a a2dz2NOS 2F AYyTF2NXIGA2Y 2y t N
plantation life, and (importantly) the life and circumstances of the Montpelier enslaved population, is
the archaeology of the site.



TheMontpelier Foundationhas beera leader in recognizing the key role played by slaves in building and
maintaining the plantation, its structures and economy. Montpelier was the site of the first National
Summit on Teaching Slavery, and resulted in the first, historic 2018 Rubric fgirEnBascendant
Communities, sponsored by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The Montpelier Foundation has
been following through on this Rubric, which lays out guidelines for engaging descendant enslaved
communities The guidelines cover thieaching of slavery arttie designing of historic sitefo ensure

that the presentation othallenging and disturbingaterial about slavery is accurate and

comprehensive. The Rubric contains-4 fating scheme for assessing the quality of research,
collaboration, transparency and accessibility of a historic presentation or program.

The Foundation has further pursued this engagement approach by transitioning its Board of Directors to
include fifty percent representation by enslaved descendaradirst anong relevant historic sites and
museums in the USThe Foundation has signedMemorandum of Agreement with the Montpelier
Descendants Committee (who represent the descendants of the enslaved persons on the plandtion

in the area to ensure consultabn and cooperation in all aspects of running the Foundation.16

November 2021, in order to restructure The Montpelier Foundation Board of Directors to fully represent
the descendants of the enslaved, four n&fvicanAmericandescendantnembers of theBoard were

elected

Continuing the archaeological work focused on enslaved populations, and understanding their lived
experiences, is clearly the mandate of the new MontpdhieundationBoardof Directors and this
Expedition helped to continue the impant, innovative archaeologicatvestigations at the plantation.

In terms of Flag Expeditions, a review of all the Flag Expeditions listed on the Explorers Clubandbsite

others | am familiar witlshowed that it appears theraere aly three that dealwith the important

topic of AfricarAmerican history and slavery. These:dnest, my Excavating Montpelier Expedition of

October 2021; seconany Josiah Henson/Matthew Alexander Henson Flag Expedition ofZ)2Md

third, the 2006, Flag # 147 expeéity dzy RSNIi | {1 Sy o6& 2 NYySNJ ad az2zyid3daz2ys
w2aS8S06lyl {fFBSNE ¢NIRS /2NLRN}IGA2Y 9ELISRMAIEAZ2Yy DE b
Club website re thikatter expedition(and as of this writingnly two of hundreds oFlagreports are

available on the Club websitd)ut | was able to find articles on the effort at this site:

http://clu.stparchive.com Archive/CLU/CLU07222004P14.php, and succeeding issues of this paper

These articles did focus on the Africdmerican slaverade, especially in Guinea and South Carolina.

Hence a Flag Expedition focused on the archaeology and history of American slavery seemed
appropriate to fill in this gap in Flag Expedition activity.

Relevant Previous Work

Surprisingly, a substantial amoums already been learned about Montpelier plantation life largely
through archaeological investigations, supplemented by some genealogical and historical analysis and
courthouse and other legal records. Major findings to date include:

1 Frances Taylor Mason, the grandmother of James Madison, Jr. (the President) lived at Mt. Pleasant
her entire life, even when her small house there became unsafe and almost uninhabitable. When
she died, that house was intentionally burned and destroyed, as revealedbgeniogy showing
that the house had been stripped of all possessions before being burned and pushed down. The



grandmother dominated the plantation for many years, after her husband died rather young under
mysterious circumstances. Courthouse recordsastimat three slaves were convicted of murdering

KSNJ Kdzaol YR O60GKS 3INIYRTFFIGKSNI 2F GKS t NBAARSYG0 ¢
gl a y2i YdZNRSNE o6dzi | ylddz2NIf LI2Aaz2zy o604aoKAGS ayl
plantatioy > f SF RAyYy3 (G2 aYAf]l aArAo0lySaaoé O0¢CKAA VYI GdzNT
One of the three slaves, Pompey, was hung and the other two received 29 lashes each. All three

may well have been innocent.

President Madison almost certainly didt grow up at Mount Pleasant, as previously thought.

Archaeological evidence shows that he likely grew up at a small plantation house near the site of the
current Montpelier mansion (which was built later) with his parents. That small house was later
transformed into an outdoor kitchen when the main, current Montpelier mansion was built.

t NBAARSY(G alRA&2YyQa LI NByda tAQGSR 2y GKS &l YS L
(Frances Taylor Madison), but kept a separate household, ran a separatessu@he focused for

many years on tobacco growing after her husband died of poisoning, while they focused on

blacksmithing on an industrial scale), and even kept separate books (a few of which luckily survived

the intentional burning, in an archive in ather state). It appears that sometimes these two

households competed and sometimes supported each other, and they certainly did survive-and co

exist for many years. Thus Madison, a principal author of the Constitution, may have been

influenced in devisig his separate branches of the Federal government by his unique early family

and plantation life.

Using the innovative metal detecting approach developed by Montpelier archaeological staff, over

100 historic sites, not visible on the surface, have beemd on the plantation.

There were three phases to the blacksmithing operation:Rexolutionary; Revolutionary (which

was quite largeand was export orientex] and postRevolutionary (during the President Madison

period). The first two phases have bdenated and studied. The third phase v ofthe

subjecs of this effort.

Thethirdphased f I O1 & YA G KAy 3 2 LIS NHameR WX & | deaktelc@irenii SR Ay K
+ A & A U 2 NIDhis areaSnaditii Mbrkplace and home to numerous enslavedrnzerand

AyOf dzZRSR (GKS o0flFOlaYAUGKAY3I 2LISNI GA2YS (GKS 23JSNES
various other structures, known and unknown to da{@he Home Farm was one of five major

GFFN¥Yaég 2NJ RAAUGNROGA ¢hd NMadigoys aitie8mepnnn | ONBa 246y SH

Relevant previous publications and analyses on Colonial and early Federal iron production and
blacksmithing operationgplantation life,and related mattersnclude the following (vith severalby the
Expedition LeadeDr. Matthew B. Reeves):

1

1

AnonymousThe Blacksmith in Eighteenth Century Williamslogu#gn Account of His Life and Times

and of His Craffwilliamsburg: Colonial Williamsburg, 1978).

Douglas B. Chambeidurder at Montpelier: Igb@\fricans in Virgini§Jackson: University Press of

Mississippi, 2005).

aStAraal /2yySNIIyYyR 52yFfR 5& { CHsibrical ArchaeSlagy f 5 S G S
Vol. 32, No. 4, 1998).

C.Copperstonelabor,Statusand Power:SlaveFoodwaysat JamedMadison'sMontpelierAD1810

1836 0 a | & titesikDdEversityof Arizona,2014).


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EmuF88AdOepKbBdH9JeaWZz5KvJ4kTy9/view?usp=sharing

Christopher C. Fennellhe Archaeology of Craft ahabustry(Gainesville: University of Florida

Press, 2021).

al NAlF CNIylftAyZ a9yatl @SR | 2dzaSK2fR I NAFOoAfAGER
International Journal of Historical Archaeolo&ublished o#ine, 6 July 2019.

Matthew C. GreNE &/ 2y G SEGdzr £ / FyAySaz || 523 . dzNAFEX | yF
[Montpelier], Journal of the African Diaspora Archaeology and Herjtsligé 5, No. 3, Nov. 2016.

Matthew G. HylandMontpelier: The History of a Hou@#&illiamsburg, VA: Phllissertation, College

of William and Mary) 2004.

W2Ky 5& aSil s a! NOKAGSOGdz2NB:E wl OS EmyR n{Z20A L [/ 2
Academia.com, 2013.

Matthew B.ReevesA BriefHistoryof the MontpelierLandscapeevised (Montpelier Station,VA:
Manuscript,TheMontpelier Foundation Montpelier ArchaeologyDepartment,2013).

al tiKSg . & wSS@Sa | yR al (dKSaCompuBng i @tiastihgl KA Y + A €
¢to2 9INIe bAYySGSSyiGK /SyiddzaNE {fI @SouingozMi8 K2t Ra |
Atlantic Archaeology28: 6980, 2012.

Matthew B.ReevesAn Analysioof Pebbleand CobbleSizedMaterials: A Methodologyand Example

from MontpelierMadisonFamilyHome(Montpelier Station,VA:Manuscript,TheMontpelier

Foundation Montpelier ArchaeologyDepartment,2007).

al tiKSg . o WEKSHISWMWEA TIKBQ AWESadA2yay ! NOKFS2ft23Aald
Places in Mindedited by Erve Chambers and Paul Shackel (Routledge Press, 2004).

allikKSg . o wSS@Sa yR YS@AyYy C23tSz G9EOI @ {iA2ya
(1723my nn O ET {dzYYlF NBE 27F | NOK-R0S2 Repar onJrilef Mohtpel@S & G A I { A
Archaeology Department, 2004.

al liKSg . o wSS@PSa FyR WHYSa . IINI2y> Ga9EOI @I GA2yz
Barn Quarted40OR333): Excavation Seas®0042005. Report on File, Montpelier Archaeology

Department, 2005.

Matthew B. Reeve®iestoration Plan for the Montpelier Mansion, Front La307, OHine report:
http://www.montpelier.org/explore/archaeology/reports/mansion_front yard rest

oration_plan.doc

al GiKSg . o wSS@Sas a{ftSSLAYy3A 6A0K GKS WoySyeaQy e
Advances in Archaeological Practi8€3), 2015.

Matthew B. Reeveg;ield Guide for Archaeological Metal Detectihpntpelier: Montpelier

Foundation, electronic report, 2013).

alliKSg . & wSS@PSasr {OylidNE! yRUAZIK2 B&ont héa SIY & { i B
Walls: New Perspéees on the Archaeology of Historical Househadged by Kevin Fogel et al.

University Press of Florida, 2015).

t FONRAOALF {FYF2NRI GIKSNA QORI S22 @INE ZTRe/VRIBNR O YR | €
and Mary Quarterly(3" Series, Vol. LIll, No. 1, January 1996).

M. A.Trickett,Archaeolog\sitesat JamedVadison'sMontpelier(Montpelier Station,VA:
Manuscript,TheMontpelier Foundation Montpelier ArchaeologyDepartment,2017).

M. A Trickett, Bythe HarvestMoon'sLight: Excavation®f the FieldSlaveQuartersat the homeof
JamedMadison,2012-2013(Montpelier Station,VA:Manuscript, TheMontpelier Foundation,

Montpelier Archaeologypepartment,2014).



https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47RVJ2ajFoajIwUzA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47N1p0UWZGOG1ncmc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47N1p0UWZGOG1ncmc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47N1p0UWZGOG1ncmc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.montpelier.org/explore/archaeology/reports/mansion_front_yard_rest%20oration_plan.doc
http://www.montpelier.org/explore/archaeology/reports/mansion_front_yard_rest%20oration_plan.doc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B02-NRxEZl47bG1IVGtXN19XVDg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02-NRxEZl47TjhWYm1sSXRXNVE/view?usp=sharing

1 Loganward,a / 2 Y YG2oynd:ArchaeologistandMetal Detectorists Oftenat Odds,Come
Togetherin anInnovativeProgramat Jamesa | R A &a2W A IPresef/dlibriflagazine
(National Trustfor HistoricPreservation)1 Januarn2015.

Goals of the Expeditioand the Overall 2021 Effort

The goals for this expedition and for the overall archaeological effort in 2021 were as follows:

1. Undertake a detailed archaeological and stiwetl metal detecting survey of part of the
Montpelier plantation, strongly suspected of being the location of a major blacksmithing operation,
which was a major source of wealth creation for President and Dolley Madison.

2. Determine the size, extent, nat and focus of the blacksmithing operation, which was possibly

on an industrial scale, and was certainly run and operated by enslaved blacksmiths.

od [20F0GS GKS | NOKFS2t23A0Ftf NBYlFIAya 2F (GKS of I (
condtions of the blacksmiths and their families; estimate if possible the financial contribution of the
blacksmiths to the finances of the plantation.

4. Undertake structured0-foot (approximately 3 metergjrid metal detecting of theHome Farm
area of the plantation, focusing onsaispectedarnor other large structuretentatively located in
the areanear the trail leading to the Slave Cemeteihis was a followap to an earlier, rapid 20
meter grid metal detector survey.

a 2 y (i LISUnigus Niprdach to Metal Detecting

While metal detectorists and archaeologists have often had an adversarial relationship in the past,
a2yidLISt ASNI 6dzyRSNI 5N al GidKSg wSS@SaQ ylraazylrt €S
two groups cooperate asulting in higkguality, lowimpact archaeological investigations and surveys.

Archaeologists have in the past been highly critical of metal detectorists, because they would find and
remove items from the ground without recording their vital contextuadl atratigraphic information,
and often without even recording the locations of the finds.

The innovative and highly structured metal detecting methodology developed by Montpelier
archaeologists involves the following steps:

1. Obtaining very highjuality metal detectors, and providing any new staff or volunteers with extensive
training in their use. This includes training in archaeological concepts such as stratigraphy analysis,
minimizing destruction, correct sampling techniques, etc.

2. Dividing thedndscape into 2@neter squares on a digital map and database, and on the ground, using
small marker flags for the corners.

3. Undertaking metal detecting surveys of each square, marking all finds with a different color flag.
4. Recording the finds on aRad, which populates the digital map/database.
p® LRSY(GAFeAy3d aK2G aLkRdaé¢d 6A0GK I KAIK O2yOSydNI i
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6. Focusing on previously unknown hot spots, divide thos¥ 20i S NJ & |j dzI NJBpgprodmét@elg mn Ewmn
3x3 meter) squares, and marking the comand the digital map.

v A s oA = 4

T® ! YRSNIF{1Ay3 OFNBFdzZ = RSGFIAfSR RSGSOGAY3I 2F (KS
unmarked finds.

y® {FYLXAYy3 o Ay wmn T Aas&calkdsRdve task pitsdor STHHbOUt10xE0R A @2 § ¢
and10-12 inchegdeep unless the item is larger. In these holes metallic items are often found,
associated with the detected metal.

9. Identifying each find, and classifying it as recent (e.g., barbed wire, modern nails, etc.) or historically
interesting.

10. Recording each historical find in the digital map/database, including depth ofiithda brief
description of the object.

11. Returning each sampled item and divot to the gro(tocenhance preservation by preventing the
object being exposed to oxygen and oxidation long teum)ess the find is truly unique and should be
processed immediately and separatety unless reburying would not enhance preservation.

Accomplishments othe Expeditionand the 2021 Effort
Theoverall2021archaeologicaéffort accomplished the following:

1 Using the multiayered approach described above developed by the Montpelier Archaeology
Department, the estimated site of the third phase of blacksmighivas located using metal
detecting on a 26neter grid, and other nofinvasive techniques. So many hits were found there
that it was deemed unnecessary to proceed withf@o6t grid detecting.Instead, it was determined
that substantial excavatiowith large trencheqrather than additional metal detecting) was
warranted.
1 A major focus area in November 2021 was to uséodd grid metal detecting to investigate an
unknown structure found earlier in 2024 the Home Farm, nedhe trail leading to the Slave
Cemetery. This structure was found usingn2éter metal detecting, and could be a barn or other
large structure, completely invisible on the ground by eye or even via LIDAR.
1 This barn(or structure)was almost certainlyorked andrun by enslaved AfricaAmericans.As
stated by archaeologist Matthew Reeves, PhD, of The Montpelier Foundatiérh, & | YR | f f K S
S INBE 62Nl Ay3 6SNBE WaqglKSES RS NI (SK/SA {21 yBER R 2YASYNRR (
that since there wer@ow two foci to the workg blacksmiths and other workersthe short name
F2N) 0KS STF2NI ¢+ a OKFYy3ISR G2 a¢KS {SFENOK F2NJ t!
9 The 50acre area to be metal detected in the Home Farm area was outlined. An imglgewn in
the Annex.
1 The methodology used in the barn araad across the Home Fanvas the standard Montpelier
metal detecting approach, as described abovapproximately 160 tetby-ten foot grid squares
were surveyed by the metal detector teaduringNovember 202%s part of this ExpeditionOne
hundred and seventijistoric hitswere recordedand thdr relevantdata entered into the GIESRI
mapping system.
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1 These finds were primarily historic nails, mostly from the late 1700s and early 18fl@s. & these
may have come from a fence that was pushed down, and this destruction popped off thedfeads
many of the nails.

9 Otherhistoricfinds included a button (as yet undated), large iron hamwdught chain links, an iron
handwroughthook, an irorhandwroughtring (likely acollar for the end of dorse or cattleyoke),
various iron hanelwrought tool or farm equipment parts, slate bits (possibly roofing material), and a
few modern items such as modern nails and wire.

9 Further analysis and likely a Phasimvestigation will be needed to identify exactly what type of
structure is present in the investigated area.

T ! Gad2NEB YILE F2N 0KS Ibasad®n tielmeid detettifglanddthetr RS @St 2 1
clues showing the known and suspectedsttures andinds to date. This is viewable at:
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3efbd16ee1lef43d9b8b78c21a945466a

Photos and images of the effort area shown in the Annexes below.
Plans for future followup work related to this effort include the following:

1 Continued metal detectingn the rest of the Home Farm

f ContinuedfollowdzLd 2y aK20G alLlRdaae¢ 2y GKS 1 2YS CINXY gAQCF
units) and possibly Phase 3 (full excavation) projects

1 Conservation and presentation of specific objects

Underganding the sequencing of the various structusssl economic activities in the area

1 Development of concepts for properly-ceeating the structures on the Home Farm, so that
visitors to the plantation will grasp the immense amount of enslaved work aindtgchat the
Home Farm represents.

=

NOTE: because the 2021 metal detecting expedition expanded from focusing largfedyemslaved

blacksmiths to also encompass other enslaved workers who toiled at the mystery structure near the

Slave Cemetery, the Flag Exjtiesh was renamegdfrom thed{ S| NOK F2NJ t NBaARSy{ al R.
Blacksmithéto the 6Search for PresidentMada 2 y Q& 9y a€l SR 2 2N)] SNA ®

An Economic Calculation of the Value of Enslaved Labor Contribbjethe
Blacksmiths During the President Madison Era

As an economist and former labor organiaed negotiator | was interested in trying to quantify the
effort and value of work put in by the Madison slayespecially the blacksmith$ made the following
assumptions, based on interviews with Montpelier staff who had studied the blacksmithing operation.
(Recall, by the way, that the entire enslaved populatibMontpelier under the Madisons was generally
about 100 and even up to 120 persons.)

1. The blacksmithing operation during the President Madison period was not confined to just a
blacksmith or two and one or two apprenticeShe operation was larger and involved many
support workers, including male laborers, women and children who cut wood, hauled materials,
ran the bellowsran the forge, collected scrap metal, removed slag, etc.

12



2. Therefore | estimate that the blacksmithingperation involved 3 senior, master blacksmiths, 5
apprentices, 5 male adult support staff, 4 child laborers and 5 female support staff, for a total of
22 persons.

3. According to the Economic Research Institute, a modern blacksmith makes $27 USD pér hour.
FaadzyS GKFdG GKS o a2y dLIStASNI YFAaGSNIoflOlaYAlGK

4. | assume that all other (19) staff would make a modern living wage of $15 per hour.

5. lassume that the blacksmithing operation wentatrthe same production levébr all of
t NFaARSYy(l alRAA&A2YQa FYR (KSy 52ftftSe& alRAA&A2Y QA
about 1771 to 1844; or 73 years.

From these assumptiorisleveloped the following simple calculations:

3 enslavedmaster blacksmiths x $27our x 10 lours/day x 6 days/week x 50 weeks/year x 73
years =
$17,739,000plus

19 other enslaved staff x $15/hour x 10 hours/day x 6 days/week x 50 weeks/year x 73 years =
$62,415,000

The sum of these two figures is ab&#0,154,000n modern terms. Thisia rough estimate of the free

labor contributed to the President Madison family by the enslaved blacksmithing team effort.

b23S (KIFG GKSAS FAIdzZNBa NB INRaasx y2i ySiz FyR R
the Madisons. Of course thhousing and food was substandard in modern terms, and not worth much.
Asimilarcalculation of the approximate value of the work done by all the enslaved workers at

Montpelier during the entire Madison ownershipas undertaken in the previous Flag Extied report
2y G9EOI Gl GAyYy3 alThahtdtadey i the ragbryaf Halba bAliGhdbiars.

Members of the Effort

Themetal detectingexpedition was led byatthew B.ReevesPhD, a highly experiencagchaeologist
with the Montpelier Archaeology Departmerdnd head of that Department

Thetwo Explorers Club membeircarrying the Flagf the Expedition wre the author, Lew Toulmin, PhD,
CwD{ZIChyRanwSyidz2y { LI Renfoda hadesudsiantiCeand hebfuliGpots dda n &
suggestions for this final report.

Twodi KSNJ 9EL) 2NBNB / fdzo YSYOSNBE 2F (GKS 9ELISRAGAZY A
WEAYAYS L1LdZNNE {a QH

All Club members worked hard on the effort and did an excellent job.

A metal detecting expert and trainer participatingagiance Crosby Four Montpelier internsvarious
Montpelier staff,and welveother volunteers from the US patrticipated in the team effort.

The metal detecting Expedition in November was part lairger, yeaflong but orgoing archaeological
effort by Montpelier staff, volunteers, interns and othersit@rease the understanding of the
archaeology and history of this important location.
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A Song about the Expedition

On the next page is a somgitten about the Expedition
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When The Saints Go Marching In T at Montpelier

by Louis Armstrong
Modified November 2021 by Lew Toulmin, PhD, FRGS; chords for guitar or bari uke
TocelebrateMont pel i er Ar c h a e searohdgoy traes qf the enstaeed wodkers at President
James Madisonbés Montpelier plantation

Intro:G C D7 G

Single strumming:
We are [G] traVv'ling in the [C] footsteps, of [G] those who've gone [D7] before
But we'll [G] all be reunited, on a [D7] new and sunlit [G] shore

Strum DUDU:
O [G] when the saints go marching in, when the saints go marching [D7] in
O lord I [G] want to be in that [C] number, when the [G] saints go [D7] marching [G] in!

And [G] when the sun refuse to shine, and when the sun refuse to [D7] shine
O lord I [G] want to be in that [C] number, when the [G] sun refuse [D7] to [G] shine!

O [G] when the metal, all is found, oh when that metal all is [D7] found é

And [G] when those grids, are filled with flags, oh when those grids are filled with [D7]
flags é

And [G] when those nails, all are found, oh when those golden nails are [D7] foundé

And [G] when our backs, are straight again, oh when our backs are straight [D7]
again...

And [G] when those saints, rise up again, and when those saints rise up [D7] againé
And [G] when the barn, is found at last, oh when that barn is found [D7] at last...

When [G] the descendants all are traced, oh when the descendants all are [D7]
traced?é

O [G] when justice, rules the land, oh when justice rules the [D7] land &

And when [G] the Constitution lives, oh when the Constitution [D7]1 i v e s é

Single strumming:
Some [G] say this world is [C] trouble, and with [G] death our end is [D7] sealed
But | 6wnitind[G] for that morning, when the [D7] new world is [G] revealed!

Strum DUDU:
O [G] when the saints go marching in, oh when the saints go marching [D7] in
O lord I [G] want to be in that [C] number, when the [G] saints go [D7] marching [G] in!!
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https://www.google.com/search?q=Louis+Armstrong&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MMkzNlrEyu-TX5pZrOBYlFtcUpSflw4AKSn80x4AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjjh_jRmYrkAhWDjlkKHQzcCE8QMTAAegQICxAF
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4 . e -I' D
Education, Collections, éONTPELIER

and Preservation and
it yResearch Offices

GPS directions:

11350 Constitution Highway
Montpelier Station, VA 22957

. Formal Garden (or o,.'.'(.., VA depending on your GPS)
Lat. 38°13'36"N, Long.78°10'46"W.
5406722728 | www.montplicr.ong

‘Communications Off $ David M. Rubenstein
Fanance O Visitor Center
ig si i
. =Dig Site ite Galory”
. Exchange Cafe
. =Arlington

Py
A S\ ab
R\ .
~m 0. "

=Constitution
Village

g

2l i Gilmore Farm:
A Freedman’s Home

Map of Montpelier showingthe dig site of the possiblebarn, the ConstitutionVillagewhere some
volunteersstayed,and historic ArlingtonHousewherethe first expeditionmeetingwasheld. Note that
the top of the mapis south,while north istowardsthe bottom of the map.
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Annex?2

Imagesof Montpelier and PreviousExcavations

Images

%ﬂ—ﬂm
AONTPELIER

BaARSyld WFHYSa FyR 52tftSe& alRA&A2yQa az2ydLISt ASNI t
the right of the mansion are reconstructions of accommodation for house slaves.

Jamesand Dolley  RA 42y =

! YSNA O Qpbrtraiis\hiNdgifg at MomtpINg, / 2 dzLJ S &
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have been reconstructed in the front _vard

Archaeologicalxcavationg1x1 meter test unitsin the front lawn of Montpelier.
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The archaeology lab of the Montpeliarchaeology Department

Reconstructed slave quarters at Montpelier, with the reconstructions and locations based on
archaeological investigations.
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h. Dorf in Adamana (nach H. Barth) mit Schmiede. )
A rare early image of black blacksmiths in Africa, in Nigeria in theer&ury;
note the hand bellows (left) and the upsidewn pyramidshaped anvil.Skilled blacksmiths from Africa
were often targets for slave hunters.

Image of a blacksmithing shop, location unknown, Ilkely-m)sil War, being operated by African
Americans. No images of blacksmithing at Montpelier sepif they were ever made.
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NOK T2 NJ

Dennis Bjorklundexpert metal detectorist, working a site Btontpelier.
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+ Site: Field Slave Quarters

+ Type: Whiteware
+ Decoration: Transfer printed in purple with the “Teatime” pattern (TCC #12270) with
geometric border design with arches, circles, flowers, leaves and scrolls. The maker is

unknown.

Teatime Pattern
TCC #12270

Broken pottery shards (left) found stave quarters at Montpelier, with the matching pattern and
complete object (at center and right).

MTC# 1218
Ncat#.741

“lames Madison” wine ——

bottle seal £ g

Grove (9) | i R e

2AyS 0200GtS 26ySR 0@ daLlIYSa alRAaz2yé¢ oWHYSa al R
Montpelier by archaeological methods
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| MTC# 914
Ncat# 741

. Wine bottle @,
seal, “James
Madison”

g
’L,

South Yard (5) |

Label of a e bottle owned by President James Madisdoundvia archaeological methods

Center: fingerprint of a child, likelysanall girl, on a brick on the back wall of Montpelier. Enslaved child
labor was used extensively at Montpelier and other Presidential plantations in brickmaking.
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A slave shackle key found at Montpeligkbout 100125 enslaved persons worked at Moatjer during
each of the Madison family years.

SLAVERY AND THE

PRESIDENCY

$7990° 000

YT Y

t I NI 2F GKS SEKAOAG a¢KS aSNB 5AaGAyOiAz2y 2F [ 2f;
Presidents owned slaves. (These 5 are not litup.) Madison owned over 200oskavs lifetime, but
never freed one, not even his slest body servant, despite sometimes stating that he opposed slavery.
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Previous Metal Detector and Other Surveys

East_Woods:Plantation under the Canopy

Q26000060 E

Right: image showing most of the Montpelier property (outlined in black) thi¢hmetal detector
AadzNBSeSR LRNIAZ2Y Ay fA3IKG INBSYyod I NBlFa Ay NBRZ
numerous historical finds. Left: Image of a metal detectorist surveying the Montpelier woods.

Image showing two adjacent areasMbntpelier, one shown with a LIDAR survey mapping overlay
layer, and one with an overhead photograph
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TheHome Farm (now &eld) near the visitor center where extensive blacksmithamgl otheractivities
wereinvestigated in 2021. Note that no surfaoelications remain;
the small slave cabins are-censtructions.

EXplOI’e: Metal Detector Survey Results developed by the Montpelier Foundation Department of Archaeclogy

Explore the metal detector hits and grids. Photographs of hits appear when available.

%

FK782

# of Historic Hits:100
Date surveyed:16-May-18

Edited by mreeves_Montpelier on
6/8/20 at 12:32 PM

Detail of the metal detector survey of Montpelier; showing onen2éter-square grid (marked in light
blue) in the center of the image, and on the lower right information on that gtatjng that 100
KAAaG2NRO KAdGa 6SNB 20GFrAYSR Ay (GKFGd INAROD ¢ K
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440R333-EN695

# of Historic hits: 26
Date sampled:

rowene 61 @
Maxar, Microsoft | VITA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, iPC esrl

Detail of a 10 x oot square, showing 26 historic hits.

Metal detectorists in the Home Farm field, searching for clues tahbasands of persogears of work
put in by enslaved people during the 120 years of Madison family ownership
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Annex3
Images of the 202 Effort

20-meter grid of the fields showing suspected field hand slave quarters, stables, possible sheds, and
other features. The suspected large blacksmithing operation is the large red area with white numbers.

Google Earth

Imagery)Date: 10/19/2017' lat! 38.216959° llon| -78:172790° elev. S34ft  eyealt 1772 ft O

Google Earth view of the target area, with the Home Farm area shown by the red diamond shape, the
blacksmithing area beside the 18entury roadm the upper left, ancin dunknown structuré (a
possible barn) in yellow near the top. All were investigated via detailed metal detecting in 2021 during
the expedition and in the runup to the efforThe unknown structure was a major focus of metal
deteding during November 2021.
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Comparison between ?

V A — /) ’}
Area to be surveyed using 10ft
\ Mmetal detector grid
0 (. g

The 50acre Home Farm area outlined for intensb@footY SGF f RSGSOUGAY3I AY HAHMO
Center in the upper right and the blacksmithing area in the upper left
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A unit dug in théblacksmithing area showed bricks arranged in a possible curved pattern, consistent
with curved forges from early Federal times. Most of the other shapes are tree roots.

A Montpelier Archaeology staffer, Chris Pasch (right) 4 Odzad a Sa (i &ed with vdlutidedaty A (1 K Q &
I adzyAG¢é RdTAe readadineI&t ismmi&Ey G dzZNE NR I R FyR o0fF Ol aYAlL
beside such roads, to conveniently mend broken wagon wheels, axles and other items for passersby.
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Apieceofslagfroi KS of I O1aYAGKQ&a I NBIFIX 6AGK GKS SEOI @I (SF
byproduct of metal working, and is always present at blacksmithing operations.

All the members of the November 2021 Montpelier archaeological metal detecting ekpediicluding
four members of The Explorers Club.
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WF aYAYS 1, tendiito nfils frofd ghe late 1700s found in metal detecting at Montpelier.

Ryan CrutchfliRE wt ! = Cb QunAnX dzaAy3a | YS{iMontpeS i SOG2NI 2y
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