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Introduction
This report has the following sections:

1 Background

i Relevant Previous Work
1 Goals of the Expedition
1 Accomplishments of the Expedition
1 Members ofthe Effort.
Appendices:
1. Maps of the Museum Axa
2. Images of the New Henson Museum
3. Previous Excavation and Historical Images
4. Images on Stamps of Josiah and Matthew Henson
5. Flag 50 Award Letter
6. Lifetime List of Toulmin Expeditions
7. Biography of the Author
8. Receip of the Report by the NEHGS
9. FirstEver Genedagical Research Report on the Henson Clan.
Background

Josiah Henson was born into slavery in about 1796 in Charles County, Maryland. He was sold at age nine

in 1805 to a plantation in Montgomery County, Manyda At first he served obediently as a sld@ his

master, Isaac Riley, and thus eventually became a trusted member of the household. This situation
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lived in Kentucky for three years, was appalé¢ conditions there and elsewhere in the Souwtinich

were even worse than he had experienced iarland. Hensobegan preparations to try to buy his

freedom. HignslavermRiley at first agreed to this, but then tricked Henson and reneged on the peomi

In 1830 JosialHerson and his wife and four children escaped from Kentucky, walked 600 miles though
dangerous country and subject to recapture, with Henson carrying two of his very young children on his
back the whole way, and reached Canada. (Afdnhily escape like thiwas extremely rare.) Later he
served on the Underground Railroad as a conductor, brintli@gunaway slaves to freedom. In 1849

he wrote his detailed autobiography, which described life on the Montgomery County plantation and
theterrible realities of slagry in Maryland and Kentucky. This HAaztion work was a major source for
Harriet Beecher Stowe in 1852, in writing her classitOf S ¢ 2 Wiiisibesketliriy hole(the

most popular book in America at the time, aftbe Bible)was credited by President Abraham Lincoln
with encouraging the Abolitionist movemeand with helping to trigger the Civil War and end slavery.
When preslavery forces protested that the treatment of enslaved persons shown in her novel were too
KINEKSX &aK$S aLJSOA T-iicton bobkéas &b Ampdtant factbal sodrof Ofidmeatygrialyin

her 1853 publicatiot KS YS& G2 ! yOfS ¢2YQa /oAy

In Ontario, Canada, Henson founded a town called Dawn for runaway slaves. Henson learaddo re
an adult, became a Methodist minister, served as an officer in the Canadian Armgy imifite 1837



Canadian Rebellion, captured a rebel ship, traveled to England to exhibit his lumbermill products at the
Great Exhibition of 1851 (where he was th@yoblack exhibitor) and met three times with Queen
Victoria.

A museum dedicated to Henson svauilt in Ontario after his death in 1883. The Canadian government
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his image on it, to honor him. (See an image of this in the Appendices.) Heedfastthlack person to

be so honored in Canada.

The Henson plantation site Montgomery CountyMaryland is the only remaining place in the United
Stateswhered@ G F Y RAY 3 a0 NHz2OGdzNE RANBOGfe& NBfFGISR (2 WwW2aahi
public. The Riley/Henson house and its attached log kitchen is on the National Register of Historic

Places, due to its irreplaceable cultural, material and as@tlvalue. Thus publicizing it is important to

cultural resource management at a natiornaél.

Montgomery County Parks has undertaken extensive excavations inside the historic kitchen/slave hut

cabin, and has found the floor level (about three feetdvelpresent ground level) and related artifacts

that can be dated to the time of Josiah HenSoéd 2 OOdzLJ G A 2y @ | 26 SHSNE A G LI
served as a kitchen in his time, and although he was forced to sleep on its floor sometimes, the cluster

of slave cabins behind the main house, where Henson actually lived most of the time, hadget to
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but unfortunately he did not pinpoint the exact locatioh.t 42> A G A& Of SFNJ GKIG | Sy
buried somewhere in this vicinity, but this anther slave graves have yet to be found. Therefore, much
excavation work still needs to be done to complete the project.

Matthew Alexander Henson, the great Accexplorer, cediscoverer of the North Pole, and member of
The Explorers Club, has been ruaubto be related to Reverend Josiah Henson. However, no
convincing, weltesearched proof has been found to date linking the two men genealogically. Various
websites and genealogical dime discussion boards assert that Josiah was the gpeatd unat of

Matthew, but no proofs are provided. Cassandra Michaud, archaeological director of the project to
build the new Henson Museum, states that one of the moshicmn questions she receives is whether
the two men are related. (Matthew Henson is ratherMown in Montgomery County, and a
walking/biking trail and linear park in the County is named after him.) Furthermore, no intensive
genealogical work has evbeen done to document the Henson clan as a whole.

Relevant Previous Work

Previousmajor relevantwork in this area includes the followimg chronological ordelincluding items
done or driven by thé&denson Museum archaeologisassandra Michaud, RRAd the biography of
Josiah Henson by written by historian Jamie F. Kuhns of Montyo@aunty Parks:

1 Reverend Josiah Hensadhe Life of Josiah Henson, Formerly a Slave, Now an Inhabitant of
Canada, as Narrated by Himsgbston: A.D. Phelp$849)

f Harriet BeecheBtowe,! y Of S ¢ 2(€I&éland: Bedvétty¥ind Co., 1852).

Harriet Beecher Stowd\Y S& (2 | y O f(Bbsten2lan@ttiand Jo.01858).

1 Reverend Josiah Hensdiruth Stranger Than FictioRather Henson's Story of His Own Life
(Boston:John P. Jewet Company, 1858).
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Life_of_Josiah_Henson,_Formerly_a_Slave,_Now_an_Inhabitant_of_Canada,_as_Narrated_by_Himself
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Life_of_Josiah_Henson,_Formerly_a_Slave,_Now_an_Inhabitant_of_Canada,_as_Narrated_by_Himself
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_P._Jewett

1 Reverend Josiah Hensduncle Tom's Story of His Life: An Autobiography of the Rev. Josiah
Henson(London: Christian Age Office876)(an updaed and rewtiten version of the 1849 and
1858 books, with a preface by Harriet Beecher Stowe, reprint from 2019)

 Reverend JosiahHensdny ! dzi2 06 A2 3aINJ LIK& 2F GKS wiemdn, W2 a A I K

Ontario: Schuyler, Smith, 1881; reprint bgver, 2003).

Bradley Robinson with Matthew Alexander Hens@ark Companio(USA: McBride, 1947).

Peter Meyler Broken Shackldg3oronto: Natural Heritage, 2001.

S. Allen Counteforth Pole LegadMontpelier, VT: Invisible Cities, 2001).

Maryann WeidtMatthew Hensor(Minneapolis: HamptotBrown, 2002).
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2006, at:http://www.connectionnewspapers.comews/2006/feb/21/slaverydocatlegacy/

1 Montgomery County Department of Parks, NCRH&pric Structure Report for the Riley
Farm/Josiah Henson S{8ilver Spring, MD: Montgomery County Government, 2009).

1 Montgomery County Departmémf Parks, NCPP®siah Henson Special Park Master Plan
(Silver Spring, MD: Montgomery County Government, December 2, 2010).

 /FaalyRN} aAOKIdzZRTZ d¢¢KS 5A3Y W2aAFK | Syazy | ND
in the Community, November 2014, attp://www.archaeologyincommunity.com/thelig-
josiathensonarchaeologicapark/

T a¢AYS ¢SIFY ! YSNAOIFIY ¢KS {SINODK FT2NJ W2aAl K | Sya
https://www.youtube.com/watch¥=80SR2n0oiPv8
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https://www.ancestry.com/boards/surnames.henson/56.68.70.119.305.979.1/mb.ashx

 ClaudiaHerrdd | dzZRa2y > dal GG0KSg | Syazysé WdzZ & MHI HAI
https://myhero.com/Matthew Henson
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Archaeology national confence, January 2016, Washington,.DC

T aW2aAFK |1 Syazy [SIRENBAKALY R 2lyFESNBNBOSeY d ISNMDK H A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FUZumbJdGs

1 Jamie F. Kuhn§harp Flashes of Ligihg Come from Black Clou@lver Spring, MD: MICPPC,
2018).

9 Jared A. Brock,he Road to DawfiNew York: Hachette, 2019)
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| Syazy {AGS | yR adziJgicé Ddy in'AitMdtofy and Anahdgenlogly

 EdnaTroiand, Yy Of S ¢ 2 YQ& W2 dzNy S& (ChalBsion: HistaEPfessy2&19)ii 2 / | Y
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Rockville, odine presetation.
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Goals of the Expedition

The Henson family is a fascimgtiand very important family in US and Canadian history. The family
includes Reverend Josiah Henson, a man born enslaved who escaped with his family to Canada, wrote
an autobiography which teed to spark the Civil War and end slavery; the first maan ce

discoverer othe North Pole, Matthew Alexander Henson; a modern distinguished attorney, James E.
Henson, Sr.; and a wédhown actress, Taraji P. Henson, among others.


http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2006/feb/21/slaverys-local-legacy/
http://www.archaeologyincommunity.com/the-dig-josiah-henson-archaeological-park/
http://www.archaeologyincommunity.com/the-dig-josiah-henson-archaeological-park/
https://www.ancestry.com/boards/surnames.henson/56.68.70.119.305.979.1/mb.ashx
https://myhero.com/Matthew_Henson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FUZumbJdGs

This expeditiowas planned in the summer, fall and winter of 2019 and the Flag was authorized in
Sepgember of 2020. The goals of the expedition were to:

1. Support the creation and content for the new Josiah Henson Museum in the Park

2. Undertake archaeological excavationdfe Josiah Henson Park in Montgomery County,
Maryland, to identify aneéxcavate the cabin (or cabins) where Josiah Henson lived in slavery,
which he had described in his four autobiographies

3. Undertake the firstever genealogical research effort focusedtbe Henson clan.

Accomplishments of the Expedition
The accomplishmestof the effort were as follows:

Creation and content for the Museumrn the summer of 2020 it was anticipated that the ribbon cutting

and formal opening of the Josiah Henson Museuould be held in December 2020, and the ribbon

cutting date was set for&ember 5, 2020. Unfortunately, the pandemic first resulted in planning of

020K S@Syita Fa a@ANIdzrfzé yR GKSY (KiSlaté Aazy G& (22
2021 a very limitedsoft¢ opening was allowed, in vith a few people could schedule tours of the

Museum, followingigid antiCovid protocols. But the deum is still not really open to the public in

the usual way, as of Ma2021. Despite tlese linitations, the Expedition was able support the new

Museum in the following ways:

1. Helped organize a virtual talk about Josiah Henson and the new Museum for Montgomery
County Parks lead archaeologist Cassandra Michaltidh was given at the DigVentures
DigNation Archaeology Weekend, basedhe UK and attended virtually by hundreds of
participants from all over the world.

2. Donated funds to the Archeology Society of Maryland, earmarked to pardbaeological

excavatns at the Henson Museum site in the future.

Volunteeredto serve ol KS a dza SdzY | ROAaA2NE 02FNR 2NJ aFNASYR

4. Developed new and surprising historical material on Reverend Josiah Henson. For example, the
Expedition was able to show thahe of the two toddlers that Henson carried on his back for
600 miles during his grueling 1830 escape to freedom from Kentucky to Canada was a girl. All
previous historians and biographers had asserted that all four children involved in the Henson
family escape were boys.

5. Provided a summary handout on the genealogy oftf@mson clan, to be provided to Museum
visitors upon request.

6. Volunteered to provide future lectures and brown bag lunches on the Henson history and
genealogy at the Museum.

7. Provided cops gratis to the Museum of the substantial (}3dge) Henson genealmgl report

(a copy of which is provided in the Appendiogshis final expedition repojt

Offered to provide genealogical and historical research assistance to Henson clan members.

9. Provided copies of the genealogical/historical report to various relevant repositories, libraries
and Henson descendants, listed below.

10. Offered a conceptual plan for drawing Henson descendants closer to the Museum by involving
them in a DNA/Genealogy praje
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11. Developed contact information for various certain and possible Henson descendants, for use in
future Museum functions and Henson family reunions.

12. Obtained additional Henson genealogical information after the report was published, for
possible use inuture activities.

Excavationsthe effort was planned in the summer, fall and winter of 2019, akthg applied for on 29

July 2020. The Flag was authorized in September 2020 and Flag #50 was delivered to me on 13

September 2020. At the point the apgtion was submitted and the Flag was authorized, it was

anticipated that by December the Covi® pandemic would be under control, or at least would be

under control by the spring of 2021, so that excavations could get underafartunately, Covidl9

spiked in the fall of 2020 and winter of 2021, and hew Montgomery County government rules did not

allow volunteers to undertake archaeological (or any othi{d or even lakefforts during the winter of

202021 and the spring of 202 Andas of this writing, in May 2021, tke rules have not @ relaxed

and it appears that they will not be relaxed for nibs.) Therefore the mnned archaeological

excavationsand labefforts were not undertaken. It ianticipatedthat excavations will occur in the

future, after the pandemic is over. Since the archaeological efforts were not undertaken, the name of

the expedition was changeti2 ¥ &G 9 EOI @ Ay 3¢ (2 &520dzySydAiay3a GKS
WSOSNBYR W2aAl K | Syazysé gA GBS RAKS 2ayKENI GAGES 0SA
Genealogical researchThe Expedition was successful in undertaking this task, which involved over 500
hoursof research and writing. This was feasible and successful, despiter€lawédl closures of most

courthouses, museums, libraries aRdmily Research Centers. The result was thephB, firstever

documentation on the genealogy of the Henson clan, Wwiigccontained in one of the Appendices to this
expedition reporf and was also made available to the puldlicd widely disseminateth February and

March 2021 as a separate document.

A summary of the highlights of the Expedition genealogical andrfuatdindings is as follows:

f Presenting and provingralationshipF N2 Y | Y2RSNY RAAGAYIdZAAaKSR | G
of Alexandria, VirginiaJames Bdenson, Srhack to explorer Matthew Alexander Hensdhe
co-discoverer of the North Pole. Thiglation is: James is the hafandnephew of Matthew.

 Identifying the previously unknown first wife (Mary Claire (later Washing®rj al G 0 KS g Q&
father, Lenuel Henson, and identifying the likely correct (and previously unidentified) family for
Matthew when he was a child in theey 1870 US Census for Nanjem@parles County,

Maryland.

1 Presenting and partially provingre@lationshipfrom a famousnodernactress Taraji P. Henson,
back to MatthewAlexandeHenson namely: Taraji may well be the gregitea-grand niece of
Matthew.

1 Documenting two descents frosiblingsof Matthew AlexandeHenson to the near preseiit
the US, and correcting an apparent ermoroine of these previously asserted descent lines

9 Discovering a mysterious possible (but not gnoyand previously unknowehild anddescentin
the USfrom Matthew AlexandemHensonand hisfirst wife Eva Flint; a marriage thought to be
childless.



1 Proposinga newtimeline for the confusing early years of Matthew Hensahentifying a likely
new bith date for him, and proposing that he ran away to sea later than asserted in some
biographies
1 Identifying a possible (butnproven) link from MatthewAlexandemrHenson up to Reverend
Josiah Hensowia the previously unknown Paul Henson, asserted broth&aeaw. Josiah Henson
and asserted father of Lemuel Henson (who was the proven father of Matthew Alexander
Henson)
§ Analyingthe destinationin the Soth to whichReverendW2 & A | K | Sy & #raficadly T (G KSNJ
Gdaz2f R R2 géind 8hiving Mt iDiSnlikely that he was actually sent to Alabama, as
stated by Rev. Henson in his autobiographies, and as asserted by his biographers.
1 Providing fuller genealogical documentation for the parents, siblings, wives and children of
Revere Henson, and estimatinhis birth year as between 1796 and 1799.
T {K2gAy3d GKIG blyOe a. dNF2NRE gl a y2i GKS aS0z2y
some online family trees. The Burfords are shown to be an entirely separate, white, family.
1 Devebping a reasonable scario for the mysterious appearance of three Tituses in Rev.
| SyazyQad K2dzaSK2fR Ay 5Fgy> hylGFrNA2 AY MyTmo
RFEdzZZKGSN) 2F blyoOe 66AFS 2F wSQOd | Sytw®@yo 6K2 KI
children by JamesitUis.
f  Showing that: of the fouchildren on the famoud830escap& | G t Sl &ad 2y S OF NNR S
back was a female toddler, likely Celia, contrary to previous assertions that all children were
male; the escape lasted exactly days; and the familgchieved an amazing average mileage of
14.6 to 16.2 miles per day, arore than the 813 miles per day of US Army troops marching in
the Civil War!
1 Providingseven detailednew, expanded or better documented descents from &end
Henson, via his son firg son Josiatson Isaacdaughter Elizabeth (two descentayd his
probable brother Jamedown to the present or neapresent.
1 Presenting numerous family tree charts from the report or from family members.
Supplying hundreds ofetiailed proof items tasupport the genealogical assertions made.
f Estimating that the descendants of Josials y & 2 Y Q alivé tbdhyBhyfiber in the
thousands.
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repositories, to allow for public access, including the following:

Organizations:

1 The New England Historic Genealogical Society library (the mostgiwestgenealogical
research society)

1 LDS FamilySearch Research Library, Salt Lake City, Utah (the largest genealogical repository in
the US and likely the world)

1 Allen County, Indiana (in Fort Wayne) Public Library, Genealogy Division (one of the largest
genealogical libraries)

91 Daviess County, Kentucky Public Library (the county from which Josiah Henson escaped slavery)

9 Academia.edu (a major academic-lime database)
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The Internet Archive (a major Internet repository)

The Library of the Maryland Center fdrstory and Culture

TheExplorers Club library

PyOfS ¢2YQa /FoAYy | A&ai02NRO {AUGST 516ys hyidl NR?2
Charles County Historical Society (county of the birthplace of Josiah and Matthew Henson)
Montgomery County History (theounty historical society)

Underground Railroad Mseum Library/Belmont Mansion, Philadelphia

The Enoch Free Library, Baltimore, Maryland, Digital Maryland Project

Etc.

Researchers and Others

T
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Jamie Kuhns, the historian for the Montgomery County, Maryland Parks and Biesiabn
Museum, and biographer dfosiah Henson

Cassandra Michaud, the lead archaeologist for the Montgomery County, Maryland Parks and
Josiah Henson Museum

Imani Haynes, education program manager for the Josiah Henson Museum, Montgomery
County, Maryland

Heather BouslogarchaeologistMontgomery County, Maryland Parks

Jared A. Brock, Henson biographer and researcher

Edna Troiano, Josiah Henson researcher and author

Julia King, Josiah Henson researcher and author

J.R. Harris, Chair of the Diversity, Eqaity Inclusiveness Committee dfelExplorers Club
Andrew Fulmer, PhD, of The Explorers Club

Paul Bollwerk, Archeology Society of Maryland

Relatives:

=
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Robert Dorsey, Henson family descendant

Barbara Carter, Josiah Henson descendant

Gayle Carter Salisbury,si@h Henson descendant

Sallie Kesey, Josiah Henson descendant

Cathy Lambkin, Josiah Henson descendant

Rick Lambkin, Josiah Henson descendamd wife Jenn Lambkin
Roslin Anthony, possible Josiah Henson descendant

Mari Johnson, possible Josiah Henson dedant

Charita Gray, possible Hgon descendant

Lola C. Toney, possible Henson descendant

Marla C. Majett, possible Henson descendant

Susan Brindza, sistar-law of a Canadian Henson descendant
Debbie Brooks, possible Henson descendant

Janice Crawford, @sible Henson descendant

SaundraBrown, possible Henson descendant

Allison Willis, possible Henson descendant

Jeane Guy, possible Henson relative



1 James Henson of Alexandria (partial draft shared in 2020).

The logo of the Expedition, presented on the front cover of this report and belaptures the essence

of the Expedition. It shows the arms and hands of Rev. Josiah Henson and explorer Matthew Alexander
Henson, both pointing to the north star, the symiamid guide to freedom for Rev. Henson, and the goal
2T al 0GKSg | Sydseyeqaffors2 NI K t 2 S

Members of theEffort
¢CKS 2yfteé& 9ELX 2NBNHE /fdzo YSYOSNIAYy G(G(KS SFF2NI 61
Other contributors included:

9 Casandra Michaud, RP&hiefArchaeologist, Montgomery County Parks, who reviewed the
report and attempted to plan excavations and the Museum opening (and was key in getting the
Museum conceived and built).

9 Jamie Kuhns, Historian, Montgomery County Parks, whowedehe report, provided
numerous comments, and provided documents and her excelleak on Henson (and was also
key in the creation of the Museum).

1 Gayle Carter Salisbury, a Josiah Henson descendant, who provided printed and handwritten
Henson family tres and other materials.

k*kkkk

The report Appendices are presented below.



Appendixl

Maps of the Museum Area
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Appendix2

Imagesof the NewHenson Museum
(Note on photo credits: LT = Lew Toulmin; MCP = Montgomery County Parks)

Josiah Henson Park

a Museum and Education Center
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FOUNDATION

View of the slavewner Rileyhouse (left) and the kitchen (right), forerly a hut/cabin
where enslaved persons worked, cooked and sometimes slept (MCP)
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7114_:20 Old Georgetown Rd

S

Lew Toulmin and Flag 50 at the enson Park
and new Museum (LT)
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The new Henson Museum under construction, fall 2020, with Flag #50 (LT)

Flag 50 and Henson slave kitchen/cabin, right, during Museum construction. The pologshig of a
Montgomery County Parks volunteer (in this case in archaeological lab \{ork).

Henson slave cabin during Museum construction (LT)
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Museum in the early construction phase (MCP)
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The Riley House (left) and Henson kitchen/slave quarters (right), with the new Heluseaum in the
distance in the far left, after construction (Jan. 2021, LT)
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the log cabin, then you went up some steps Luxmanor subdivision in the early 1930s, he intentionally let the Riley
on to a porch ... into the sitting room.” House stand. In the midst of new brick homes on half-acre lots, the
~FRANCES MACE HANSBROUGH, 2007 1800s farm house became a focal point. William and Levina Bolten bought the
property and made renovations to update the house in the Colonial Revival style.
In 2011, Montgomery Parks nominated the Riley-Bolten House to the National
Register of Historic Places.

“When you came out of the kitchen, or W HEN DEVELOPER MORTON LucHs purchased land to build the surrounding

In 1919, the property included “a quaint home, with mossy shingls The of the house today is largel
Ing klu:han, rough, stout :ﬁlmmys anda w;y old-fashioned air. to Lorenzo Winslow. Despulteuhls czd:nﬁrgles{gue
President Franklin Roosevelt's White House architect,
projects like this
one, maiarnhlnu and adding to the historic house.

Display irfront of the Riley house (LT)

&

J(gSlAH HENSON

Display on the rear of the completed Museum, with Flag 50, an image of Josiah Henson, the Henson
Expedition logo, and the authotT)
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“We lodged in log huts, and on the bare ground..... ASED ON HENSON'’S RECOLLECTION, “In a single room were huddled,
Our beds were collections of straw and old rags, like cattle, ten or a dozen persons.” By 1825, there were at least
thrown down in the corners and boxed in with three simple log structures with dirt floors that sheltered nearly

boards; a single blanket the only covering.” 22 enslaved people. Such conditions did not ensure proper hygiene or

—JosiaH HENSON privacy. After a long day of work, the enslaved retreated to their quarters
to eat humble meals of “corn-meal and salted herrings” supplemented
with vegetables from their own gardens.

Henson described how the enslaved tended “the little This 1864 illustration shows how

piece of ground ... called a truck-patch” much like the enslaved families in the Upper South
fenced area shown here. They planted foods that grew congregated at the end of the day in
quickly and could be easily boiled in a pot or roasted in their sparsely furnished quarters.

the coals of a small fire.

Flag 50, Henson Expedititogo, and the author in front of the Henson log cabin/kitchen,

on the floor of which Josiah Henson was sometimes forced to sleep as abslfore, he escaped to

freedom in Canada (LT)
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HIS ILLUSTRATION IMAGINES what the property looked like 200 years ago
Twhen Josiah Henson was enslaved here. The Riley House was positioned on
a hill above Old Georgetown Road. A number of outbuildings were scattered
around the property to house enslaved people, shelter livestock, and store goods.
To the west and north, a series of fields stretched as far as the eye could see.

a) I

2 Truck-Paty
= o Tobated B:
sl obacco am‘
t i i )
h e Stabless.s

2 >
.-l ! F:?’ + r‘ ;
Pen

&

Orchard

2

Kitchen Garden ! _ - Jee House

Riley House - Log Kitchen 'S
Springhouse

To Gelsgetown
To Rockville

Display at the Museum showing the notiofia2 OF G A2y 2F aftl @S |ljdzr NISN&E | yR
Josiah Henson likely lived. These structures have not yet been located. (LT)

Image from the twelve minut& A £ Y Ay 0KS adz
AaK2gAy3 GKS eas a\iecﬁmtﬁeﬁ(LT)Nz
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Image from the Museum showing Rev. Henson meeting QWéstoria (LT)
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Volunteers from the Montgomery Parks Archaeology Lab who have workptboassing artifacts from
the Henson site, touring the Henson Musey(ixrl)

Dramatic sketches portray the life of Henson throughout the Museum
Here Henson at age 20 is beaten by a white overseer, was permanently injured, and was never able to
lift his arms above his shoulders again. (LT)
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Colorful and informative presentatis convey the Henson story;
here the connections between British royalty (namely Queens Victoria and Elizabeth 1)
and Henson and his story are explored. (LT)

Behindthe Museum is the fenced off area marking one of the sites where archaeologigaigligill
begin again after the Covid pandemic is ov€LT)
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EARLY LIFE OF
ENSLAVED

Punishment
&Resistance

Childhood

Travel &
Independence

Reverend
Josiah Henson
Maryland African Arn_ericar_1 Slave
Slaveholding Experience in
Family

Montgomery County

History of
Plantation
Architecture &

Landscape

Themes and topics covered in the new Josiah Henson Museum (MCP)

Joey Lampl, Manager and  Shirl Spicer Gaccandralichand SamEntnaSchren Jamie Kuhns
Architectural Historian Museum Manager Archaeologist Project Manager Historian

e : Josiah Henson
Lux Manor Citizens Henson Family Eileen Emmett

Advisory Committee

PO de

(1 |
Mark Thorne and Imani Haynes

THE
- OTTERY GROUP

Key persons and organizations involreareating the Henson Museum (from the DigVentures briefing
done byarchaeologist Cassandra Michaud (CM), 2020)
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MUSEUM PUBLIC OPENING
DECEMBER 11, 2020

Thanks to:
Josiah Henson Park

1420 0id Georgetown Road Montgomery Parks Staff
N Bethesda, MD 20852 Joey Lampl, Jamie Kuhns, Shirl Spicer, Samantha Schron, Jessica Brannock,

D e it > Heather Bouslog, Eileen Emmett
MUSEUM RIBBON CUTTING

D EC E M B E R 5’ 2020 Matthew Palus, Ph.D., The Ottery Group

Montgomery Parks Archaeology Volunteers

9 L ¥ ASM Mid-Potomac Chapter Members
Proun Design
Ziger/Snead Architects
MAC Lab staff

Tricia Samford, Ph.D., Ed Chaney, Nichole Doub, Sara Rivers-Cofield,
Francis Lukezic

The Museum opening was scheduled for December 2020himavas postponed due to Cowvitd (CM)
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Appendix3
Previous Excavation and Historicahages

Archaeological investigation and tree ring datggpwed that although this kitchen structure was built
AY mypnX FFGEGSNI W2aAFK |1 Syazy SallLISRI KS 2NAIAY
living space did exist, about 3 feetlbw the current floor level. The excavation took placéd@she

wooden framework; this photo was taken in 2017, before the dig reached the Henson floor level. (MCP)

Limited excavations to date at the Henson site outside the house and cabin hayet not
discovered the key cluster of slave cabins where Jd$eatson lived most of the time. (MCP)
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Archaeologist Cassandra Michaud (left) shows officials of the Maryland Historical Trust excavations in
the Josiah Henson Park, spring 2018 (MHT)

Reverend Josiah Henson: The Man (1789-1883)

, UNerp Tows ARy

Lirg 4
SON. " AMoxg
yE OF Josian WEN \ THE Lowp,
L % ;
v \ e e

Umele Tom .

LowpoN, March 2.—The Queen has
commanded Josish Henson, theoriginal
ot Mrs. Stowe’s Uncle Tom, to wait upon
ber at Buckingham Palace to-morrow. @

Left: one of the four autobiographies written by Josiah HamsRight: y Of S ¢ 2Y Q& /[ 0 A Y
Top: image of Henson with his signature;
Bottom: announcement that Josiah Henson would be received by Queen Victoria at Buckingham Palace.
(from Jamie Kuhns lectumn Henson, 2019)

25



¢t KS

Josiah Henson, his wife Charlotte and their four children
escaping to Canada (from the Josiah Henson Museumtarion
LINBaSyd NBLER2NIL LINRPGPSR GKIFIG 2yS 2F GKS
contrary to the asseion of previous biographers that all four children were male.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DawnSettlement.jpg

€.1820-1890s

- Recovered from previously unknown domestic
structure in use until late 19t century
- Unknown occupants, possible overseer’s house

Left Front Row: Mrs. Matilda
Riley, ca. 1890

Recovered items from the Henson site; plan of the ariggt
(from the DigVentures briefing by archaeologist Cassandra Michaud (CM), 2020)

Iron Cooking pot, in situ

Part of iron cooking pot recovered Henson site (CM)
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Brass bar pin with blue enamel,
mid —late 19t century

Stoneware crocks, 19th century. crock
LChipsiana Foundation

Chamber pot —mid 19 century

Removing 26th century wooden floor and
concrete from hearth, Sept. 2018

Log kitchen interior with replica loft and fill,
Oct. 2020

Log kitchen west entrance, Oct. 2020

Images of Henson slave cabin excavatiorigrior and exterior (CM)
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Image of freed slave and cook, \
€.1915, NY Public Library ik 1 Mrs. Bolten in Log Kitchen after renovation in 1939

Freed slave in Georgia, c. 1880, GWU

Images of enslaved Americans and their living conditions (CM)
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Appendix4
Images onStamps of Josiah and Matthew Henson

postagegbostes

Canadian stamp honoring Josiah Henson, who founded a community of runaway slaves in Canada, and
eventually died in Ontario, Canada. This was the first Canadian stamp
ever issued which honored a black person.

>
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x X

o

¢
SNt

+1968'mi Qalasersualern usaanneq
M; A, Henson.1 - 1955
/ Kampen om Nordpolen 1909
NAJAABELSEN pirc NI 2000

Greenland Post stamp featuring Matthew Henson.
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Appendix5
Flag 50 Award Letter
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Award of Flag 50
Llewellyn M. Toulmin, FN '04
King Saint Oswald's First Monastery
on the Holy Island of Lindisfarne
August 2, 2019 to October 31, 2019

The Explorers Club Flag is a symbol of courage and fidelity. The award of the
 flag is a significant accomplishment. Since 1918, the flag has been carried to all
of the Earth’s continents, as well as under the sea and into the stars. To date,
850 explorers have carried the flag on over 1450 expeditions. A select handful
of the 222 Explorers Club flags have been framed and now decorate the Club
house in New York. These include flags carried by Roy Chapman Andrews, Bob
Bartlett, Thor Heyerdahl, Naomi Uemura, and miniature flags carried aboard

the Apollo 8 and Apollo 15.
Your expedition will now become part of the rich history attached to this flag.
Earlier expeditions include:
Carveth Wells 1932  Geographic Sockety of Chicsgo Expedition to Caucasus
Carvesh Wells 1950  Geographic Sockety of Chicago to Finkand, Thailand & Kashmir
Carvith Wells 1952 S.E Ada
Carveth Wells 1953 S.E.Asa
Donald C. Jobanson 1992  Anthropological & Geological Resh at Hadar “Lucy” site, Exhiopia
Robert W, Schmieder 1992  The Farallon Islands ith
| . romd i Earthwinds } Ballooa Flight
Rabin Rodrigues 1 Primitive Tribes of the Omo River 7in Southern Ethfopls
John Loret 1998  The 1598 Interdisciplinary Expedition to Easter 1skand
Taran Davies 1999  The Caucasus Expedition
j Claenesci /Zdaiskaw Ryn 2001 Esster Isfand 2001/ Juan Fernandes Island 2000
Michael J. Manyak 200z Survey of Proposed Langoue-Tvindo Natl, Park
Kovacs 2003 Eitancabur Expedition 2003
Clark Hilton 2004 helnﬁlmkxpedldon
John Loret 2005 Easter land Archaology
2006  Sustainsble harvest of the African cheery on Mt. Oku, Cameroon
Ketmeth M. Kamber, M.D. 2007 Robotic Surgery in Zero-Gravity Flight
Jo Anne Van PRD 2011 Easter Island Ststue Project
Piccard, M.D. 2012 Solar Impulse Destination M with Solar Powered Airplane
Jason BRM. Schoonoves 2012  of the River Kwai
Bertrand Plocand & Andire Bocschberg 2013 Solar Impulse Across America
Fredesik Paglsen, Ph.D. 204  Altai Mountain Expedition
Bertrand Plocard & Andee Bocschbeny 2015  Fimt Round-the-Woeld Solar Flight
David 2016 Virgin Galactic Research Space Flight

You can take pride in joining this illustrious group and in your broader
membership and participation in exploration.

Flag50, which was awarded to Lew Toulmin for the Lindisfarne Expedition,
was also awarded for the Henson Expedition. Note that this Flag has been intoasphoas on the
first flight around the world of a solgsowered plane.
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Richard C. Wiese (lef@resident of The Explorers Club, Lew Toulmin (center), returning Flag #50 at the
Lowell Thomas dinner in the fall of 2019 after completion of the Lindisfexpedition, and Bob Atwater
(right), Chair of the Flag and Honors Committee of The Explorers Elaf 50 was also awarded for the
Henson Expedition. The Toulmin medals are for the modern Knights Templar (the red cross) and
membership medals in varigtheritage/lineage/genealogical organizations (both expeditions involved
genealogical research, damentation and publications). The breast star below the medals is for
previously serving as the President of the Hereditary Order of the Families of thidd#ts and First
Ladies of America, an organization for descendants and relatives of US PresideFRisst Ladies.
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Appendix6
Lifetime List of Toulmin Expeditions

List of Projects & Expeditions
in Archaeology/AnthropologyHistory
of Llewellyn M. Toulmixt t K5% CwD{ Z Cw{! X Y¢WX Cb

Expedition/Project & Organization; Date; Supervisor

Expeditiorthrough the jungles of eastern Haiti and north to The Citadel of Henri Christiphe
CapHaitien Toulmin family exped.; 1959; Haffgulmin

Expedition to the outlying temples of Angkor Wat, Cambodia; Toulmin family exped.; 1964,
Harry Toulmin

Expeditionto Philmont Scout Ranch; BSA; é98coutmaster

Circumnavigation of Lake Victoria, east Africa; self; 1969; L. M. Toulmin

Explorationof Lake Tana and the Source of the Blue Nile, Ethiopia; Toulmin family exped.; 1969;
Harry Toulmin

Expedition to the NortltCape and the land of the Saami; Univer§ibllegeof North. Wales;

1970; L. M. Toulmin

Sailing exped. to St. Vincent and the GrenadjCanadian Charteringnagazine; 1976; CC editor
Evaluation of emergency preparedness of nine Caribbean islands; t&dbffioreign Disaster
Assistance; 1985; OFDA Director

Ly@SaidAaaridArzy Ayia2 GKS NBFf &ai2NBTHBndaeKS . NAR
Army-Navy-Air ForceTimes 1992; Editor

Lessons learned from Hurricane Andrew, Midade County, FL; Ameain Society for Public
Administration; 1993; ASPA and Bgdllen-Hamilton

Tomb of Nefertari, Valley of the Queens, Egymtiernationd Travel News1995;ITNEditor

¢CKS NBFf aiG2NEB 2F aGhdzi drfernatisgnblWravelNewdORITNL A 1 5AY
Editor

¢ KS 62NI RQa c¢yitdr Sebte andiss fizgt BitstR adyTN 1999;I TNEditor

The lady legowers of Lake e, Myanmarthe temples of Bagarand the falsification of

millions of Burmese genealogical recorfid{and Paddler Magaine 2000; Editos
BrigantineSoren Larserfiji to VanuatutTN 2001;ITNEditor

Japanese Sgt. Yokoi fights World War 1l for 28syigea hole on GuantiTN 2002, TNEditor
Voyage before the mast on the liberated slave ghipistad St. Petersburg, Fo Mobile, AL;

ITN 2002;ITNEditor

Irish National Tall Shifeannie Johnstoi€Charleston, SC to Baltimore, MDNand The
Montgomery Sentingl003; Editors

History, scandals and genealogy of Pitcairn Islifdand The Providence Journ2h03; Editos
The real story oRobinson Crus@&l'N 2003;ITNEditor

Tracing sites and locations of Brian Boru, High King of All Ireland in the yealTN)@DO05;ITN
Editor
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22.

23.

24

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.
41.

42.

43.

44.
45.

46.

Investigation of theVW Illdog tag lost on Kiriwina Island, Papua New Guinea, by Sghdrd

Brett of the US ArmyMilitary magazine; 2006; Editor

Search for/find/documentation of the missing town of Washington Court House, AL; Univ. of S.
Alabama Archaeology Dept. (U3 2007; Bonnie GUm§ETEQThe Explorers Cluthlag #24)

. Search for tk grave of Judge Harry Toulmin, near Milry, AL;AI52008;Bonnie Gums
25.

Aviation Archaeology Searehd researcifAAS) for missing TEC Medalist Steve Fossett and his
Bellanca; SW Nevada; Ad hoc group formed by members of The Explorers Club; 2008;.Robert E
Hyman

AAS for P’51-D of WW Il WASP Gertrude Tompkins int&&onica Bay, CA; Missing Aircraft

Search Team (MAST); 2009; Robert E. Hyman, L. M. Toulmin

AAS for N2700Q near Sedona, AZ; MAST; 2009; Chris Killian

AAS for FOF USMC Cougar in Flathead LakeViMST; 2010; L. M. Toulmin

AAS for N222TB in Oregon; MA&T Rortland Police Bureau; 2010; Sheriff Tim Evinger

1 { FT2N) bcpnwx AYy DNIYR /lFyeé2yx I NART2YI T al! {¢xz
Office; 2011; Chris Killian

Search for missing Caaians Albert & Rita Chretien in NV, OR and WA; MAST & ®Rayadiian

Mounted Police; 2011; Sheriff Tim Evinger

AAS for N174BH near Lake Superior, MN; MAST and St. Louis MN SAR team; 2012; L. M. Toulmin
Search for Revolutionary Plantation & Battlefieldaan. Andrew Williamson and writing his first
biography; Stitute of Archaeology and Anthropology (SCIAA) & Royal Geographical Society;
2012; Dr. Jonathan Leader, SC State Archaeolddist Flag #132)

AAS for 1958 MH5 Hbomb of B47 USAF Stratojet ae Tybee Island, GA; MAST; 2012; L. M.
Toulmin

AAS for N268Bin Mt. Antelope Refuge, OR; MAST and Oregon State Police; 2012; Sheriff Tim
Evinger

Search for the Site of the 1813 Battle of the Burnt Corn, ALADS®12; Dr. Greg Waselkov

Search for the i of Fort Claiborne, AL; USE 2012; Dr. Greg Waselkov

Documentation of crashed F4d Corsair of Lt. John E. Date, Jr., USMC on N. Ambae, New

Hebrides (now the Republic of Vanuatu), andkigng chief promotion ritual ceremongn E.

Ambae; 2013; L. MTI'oulmin(TEC Flag #101)

Interviewing the youngest land divs in Vanuatu, on Pentecost islatsland Life2013; L. M.

Toulmin

Wala Island, Vanuatgl & SO2 y R NB A y & LIsIahH [ifé2218; LAVR Tolimdin | € A | |,
Documenting the tribe that wiships Prince Philip as a god, on Tanna island, Vanuatu;

Montgomery Sentinel2014; L. M. Toulmin

{SFNOK F2NJ WAY ¢K2YLA2Y>X a{Af]l YAy3d 2F ¢CKIAfLlY
MalaysiaMontgomery SentingR014; L. M. Toulmin

Documenting the Jmn Frum cargo cult, Tanna island, Vanuéentgomery Sentiel; 2014; L.

M. Toulmin

AAS for N222TB, Oregon coast (part 2); MAST and the BBC; 2015; L. M. Toulmin

Documentation of the Female Chiefs of Vanu#siaPacific Journal of Resear@®16; L. M.

Taulmin; (TEC Flag #101)

Geaclocation of Buddha Cave of Jim Thompson; N. Central Thaillanthal of Spelean History

2016; L. M. Toulmin
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.
53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64

Family request; 2016;. M. Toulmin

Excavatig Old Colonial Mobile (17a2712), AL; USXD, 2016; Dr. Greg Waselkov

Archaeological excavations of sites possibly related to the disappearance of Amelia Earhart,
Nikumaroro island, Republic of Kiribati; MAST, National Geographety\sddGHAR; 2017; Dr.
Tom King

Archaeological excavation of phéstoric Native American canal, Orange Beach, ALADSA

2018; Dr. Greg Waselkov

Excavation, archaeological lab work, historical & genealogical analysis of Old St. Stephens, AL
(former Terriorial Capital); USAD;20189; George ShortgfTEC Flag #25)

AAS for missing aircraftRESN, NE of Revelstoke, BC; 2018; MAST; L. M. Toulmin

Researchie 1944 WW lItdisappearancease ofUG64 NorsemardS Army Air Force afeith

band leader Glenn Millasn board, in the EnglisChannel; TIGHAR; 2018; Ric Gillespie

Search (part 2) for Revolutionary Plantation & Battlefield of Gen. Andrew Williamson; 2019; ad
hoc group of archaeologists and historians; L. M. Toulmin

I NOKI S2f23A0Ff IS ¢wo2WAa NBhaérgsa (tNeSFodraptigand O f

G221 GKFG aLINYJSR GKS /AGAf 2FNEOYX az2yida2YSNEe

Archaeology Division; 2019; Heather Bouslog

Excavation, search and genealogical analysis re the missing monastery $t. Kisg/ald on the
Holy Island of Lindisfarne, Northumberland, England; DigVentures & Durham University
Archaeology Dept.; 2019; Johanna Ungemach & Dr. David(PES Flag #50)

Excavation and genealogical/historical research on the Henson clan, indRelimdosiah
Henson and explorer Matthew Alexander Henson; 20001;(TEC Flag #50)

PLANNED AND ANTICIPATED EXPEDITIONS:

Excavation of Sudeley Castle, Gloucestershire, Englaahdearch for the missing banqueting
hall of Queen Elizabeth I; DigVenturpestponed due to Covid;EC Flaguthorized

Archaeological Services; postponed due to CoMitlC Flaguthorized; now scheduled for
summer 2021

Excavation of the firdRoman settlement north of the Humber River, East Yorkshire, England;
DigVentures, scheduled for summer 20ZEC Flagpplied for

Excavatiorand search fothe missing monastergf King St. Oswald on the Holy Island of
Lindisfarne, Northumberland, EnglaridigVentures & Durham University Archaeology Dept.
follow-up to previous 2019 Flag expedition; scheduled for summer of 2(2C, Flagpplied for
9EOI @I A2y a o Ny S& mDS NBE SINBa ¥ RSy G al RAaz2yQa
tentatively scheduledor October 2021

{SINOK F2N) GKS Syatl gSR ofl OlaYAdKa G tNBaa
for November 2021

9EOQOF@LGiA2Y 2F (KS NBI fnlsvaklypassidedor Revene2021a Ay S& =
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Appendix7
Biography of the Author

[t SgSttey a[Séé ¢2dAf YAY K2fRa | t K5 Ay Lzt Ao
in Washington, D@Gn MPA from the Maxwell School of Syracuse Universityad®# in sociology,
anthropology and political science from Eckerd Colled#.iPetersburg, Florida. Merked for over39
years in 3@evelopingcountriesand the USn public administration reform, telecommunications policy
and management analysiard traveled to 147 of the 196 countries on Earth

Lewhas twenty years of exgsience in genealogy, is a member of over 40 genealogical and lineage
societies, and was the President of the Hereditary Order of the Families of the Presidents and First
Ladies of America, and GoverA@eneral of the Hereditary Order of the DescendantthefLoyalists

and Patriots of the American Revolution. He has published in various professional and academic
journals in the areas of history, genealogy, explorationgegancy management and public
administration and is the author of the nofiction book The Most Traveled Man on Earth

He is a Fellow of The Explorers Club, ancchased the Flag of thExplorers Clubeven times in
expeditions in archaeology and &mbpologyto Vanuatu, EnglandAlabama, Maryland and South
Carolina, and led or padipated in various other archaeological expeditions to Thailand, Malaysia,
Kiribati, Vanuatu, Honduras and numerous US staltéany of his expeditions have involved
genedogical and historical researclte isthe research director of the private MissiAdgrcraft Search
Team, &Knight of the Sovereign and Military Order of the Temple of JerusalenmgidernKnights
Templar), a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, and a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Seciety.
volunteers at the University of South AlEma Archaeology Lab and at the Montgomery Parks
Archaeology Division, and has worked on cleaning anéhgaartifacts from the Josiah Henson house
site. He holds certificates in field archaeology and forensic anthropology.

Lewis a great admirer of expter Matthew Alexander Henson and Reverend Josiah Henson.

[ S6Qa o&wavihknibStraveled.comandon thatsitei KS LI 3S a! RSy (i dzNB a
provides popular and academic articles he has writter2adzii G Kl & G2 LA O S KA S

| ROSY G dzNB&é | yR & CAYRA Y 3 nddacanientd ok tNdsH topifsS & ¢ LINE G A
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http://www.themosttraveled.com/

Appendix 8
Receipt of the Henson Research Report by the NEHGS

(The NEHGS is the most prestigious and-wegihrded gnealogical research society in the US.)

£ American Ancestors

by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

February 5, 2021

Dear Dr. Toulmin,

On behalf of the New England Historic Genealogical Society, I acknowledge your generous
donation of you our genealogy report on the Henson family, Genealogical Descents from
Reverend Josiah Henson and Explorer Matthew Henson. We are always pleased to acquire
records which contribute toward the Society’s mission to “advance the study of family history in
America and beyond through our scholarship and collections™.

Your willingness to donate this material is greatly appreciated by NEHGS and the scholars who

use our resources.

Sincerely,
‘,g«a/tff/ Juey
Judith Lucey
Senior Archivist

617-226-1223
jlucey@nehgs.org

99-101 Newbury Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116-3007 () 617-536-5740  (f) 617-536-7307 AmericanAncestors.org
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Appendix 9

FirstEver Genealogical Research Report or thenson Clan

Below is the final genealogical report on the Henson clan, developed by the author. This report was
made available in a separate, staalbne form to various genealogical repositories, as descriaelier

in this expeditiorreport. It can be downloaded gratin this form from Academia.edu, or by request
from LewToulmin@aol.comand will be available for free dovaad on my website
www.themosttraveled.conin late 2021.
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Genealogcal Descentdrom
Reverend Josiah Henson and
Explorer MatthewAlexanderHenson

by
[ f S ¢ Slevié €oyimig PhD, FRGERSAC b Wnn

Silver Spring, Montgomery County, Maryland
February 2021

Reverend Josiah Henson Explorer Matthew Alexander Henson
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Executive Summary

This report provides tharkt everintensivegenealogical examination of the Henson clan, focused on
Reverend JosiaHenson and explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, and their possible relations and

provable descents. Highlights of this report include the following:

T

Presenting andqoving arelationshipF N2 Y I Y2 RSNY RA&a0AYy3dzA 3KSR
Alexandria, VirginiaJames E. Henson, Srack to explorer Matthew Alexander Hensdhe co
discoverer of the North Pol€eThis relation is: James is the hgtndnephew d Matthew.

Identifying the previously unknown first wif@ary Clairelater Washington2 ¥ al G 1 KS g Q&
Lemuel Henson, and identifying the likely correct (and previously unidentified) family fonevat
when he was a child in tHeey 1870 US Censtisr Nanjemoy Charles Countyaryland.

Presenting and partially provingr@lationshipfrom a famousnodernactress Taraji P. Hensoback
to Matthew AlexandeHenson namely: Taraji may well be the gtegreatgrand niece of Matthew.
Documenting two dscents fromsiblingsof Matthew AlexandeiHenson to the near presein the

US and correcting an apparent error in one of these previously asserted descent lines
Discovering a mysterious possible (but pooven) and previously unknowshild anddescentin the
USfrom Matthew AlexandemHensonand hisfirst wife Eva Flint, a marriage thought to be childless.
Proposinga newtimeline for the confusing early years of Matthew Hensadatentifying a likely ew
birth date for him, and proposing that he ran awto sea later than asserted in some biographies
Identifying a possible (butnproven) link from MatthewAlexandeHenson up to Reverend Josiah
Hensorvia the previously unknown Paul Henson, assertedhenoof RevJosialHenson and
assertedfather of lemuel Hensorfwho was the proven father of Matthew Alexander Henson)

ad2

FIL i

Analyingthe destinationin the Southto whichReerendW2 & A | K | Sy & #Zrafiosllyd a R 6 RS NJ &

down the river¢ and showing thatit is unlikely thathe was actually sent to Alabamas stated by
ReerendHenson in his autobiographies, andassertedby hisbiographers.

Providing fuller genealogical documentation for the parents, siblings, wives and children of
Reverend Henson, arastimating his birth year dsetween 1796 and 1799

Showing thab I y O& & . dziddfre deBoadwite bf&Rev.Josiah Hensqgras asserted isome
on-line family trees The Burfords ar@rovento be an entirely separate, white, family.

Developing a reasonable scenario for the mysterious appearanceeasf Thitugsin Rev.| Sy a2 y Qa

household in DawnOntarioin 1871. Thiss that they are Lucida Gamble Titus, daughter of Nancy
O06AFS 2F wS@Od | Syazyo K2 KFEFR YINNASR WIYSa
Showing thatof the four children on the famoud 830escapeat least onecarried onl S y & BaykQ &
was a female toddlelikely Celiacontrary to assertions thahe childrenwere all male;the escape
lastedexactly41l daysandthe family achieved an amazing average mileage @ tb416.2miles per
day, ormorethan the 813 miles per day of US Army troapsrchingin the Civil War!

Providingseven detailednew, expanded or better documented descents from &emwdHenson,

via his son Tom, son Josiabn Isaacdaughter Elizabetfitwo descents)and his probdle brother
Jamesdown to the present or neapresent

Providingover a dozen Henson family tree charts illustrating the report findings and showing large
asserted family trees compiled by Henson clan members.

Supplying huneeds of detailed proof itemt support the genealogical assertions made

Estimating that the descendants ddsiai Sy & 2 y Q aliva fbdayBuymibet in the thousands.
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Introduction and Overview

The Henson family &fascinating and very importafamily in USand Canadiahistory. The family
includes Reverend Josiah Henson, a man bastavedvho escaped with his family to Canaaiad
wrote an autobiography whichelped tospark the Civil War and end slaveiMatthew Alexander
Hensonthe first manto the North Pole;James E. Henson, &nnodern distinguished attorneand
G [ A @Ay Janf TardjiPyHeasén, well-knownfilm star, among others

Researching the genealogy of such a family is a pleasure, but is also challenginghdudiftisulties of
finding early documentary records for AfricAdmericans during the slavery period and even afterwards.
Because of the challenges encountered, this can only be considered a preliminary repogpsiece
linkages were not provable tagh genealgical standards with records available-lame. (Research was

also hampered by the closure of virtually all libraries, courthouses and Family Research Centers, due to
the Covid 19 crisis.) It is hoped that future research, documentation, Didéree andther items

may fill in the remaining gaps in this repo@orrections comments and additiorsre welcome.

Also, his report only analyzes a segment of the enormous Henson family genedaggusHenson

family chars (seeAppendix B shavs scoresof individuals arranged in numerous lines. Gstdyneof

theselinesare documentedor expandechere. And a section below calculates that possibly thousands

2T LISNE2Yya |fABS (2RIF& | NB RSrilyGSn Bf heseqrshi® afe W2 4 A | K
covered in this report.

The majorcontributions of this report are as follows:

T t NBaAaSyiAy3a YR LINRP@GAY3I | tAYS FTNRY ltof Y2RSNY RA
Alexandria, Virginiag James E. Henson, Srback to explorer Matthew Alender Hensao.

T RSYGAFeAy3a GKS LINBEGA2dzat e dzyly26y,ahdA NEG GATFS 2
identifying the likely correctand previously unidentifiedamily for Matthewwhen he was a
childin the crucial 1870 US Census for Nanjen@harles CoMaryland

1 Presenting and partially proving a line from a famousdernactressg Taraji P. Henson back
to Matthew AlexanderHenson.

1 Documenting two descents frosiblingsof Matthew AlexandemHenson to the near present
and correcting an apparent error in onetbese previously asserted descent lines

91 Discovering a mysterious possible (but not proven) and previously unknown descent from
Matthew Henson in the U$jvolvinghis first wifeEva Flint¢ a marriage thoughtd be childless.

1 Proposinga newtimeline for the confusing early years of Matthew Henson.

1 Identifying a possible (buinproven) link from Matthew Henson up ®everendlosiah Henson.

f Analyzinggenealogicathallengese MatthewQ & ¥ I (i K &nidXh¢cdnvhdeSoutlikelyerror
of identifyingcarperter Lemuel Henson of Washington, DC as the father of Matthew.

1 Analyzinghe destinationin the Southto whichReerendW2 & A | K | Sy & #rafioally T G KSNJ
daz2f R R2 g gandiskoding\tlagAfabiina wastrmlikely destination.

91 Providing fuller gemalogical documentation for the parents, siblingsvesand children of
Reverend Henson, arfdr his dates.

f Showingthab I y O& & . dzidftiee Naé of thé s&condife of Josiah Henson.
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91 Developing a reasonable scenario for the mysterious appearafteee Tituses in Rev.
| SyazyQa K2dzaSK2fR AY 5lFgy Ay MytTmo ¢KAA Aa 0
Nancy (wife of Rev. Henson) who had married Jarke8 Tza = | y R TjtudzDikingrR I Q& (G 6 2
1 Analyzing whicliour children of Rev. Hensomere on the famous escageom Kentuckyo
Canada in 183Calculating exactly how many days the escape lasted, and whantiressive
dailymileage achieved was this incredibly difficuland dangerougourney.
1 Providingseven detailednew, expandear better documented descents from Reend
Henson, via his son Tom, son Jossaim Isaacdaughter Elizabeth (two descentaydhis
probable brother James
1 Supplyig hundreds of detailed proof items to support the genealogical assertions made
throughou the report.
f Providing a estimate of how many descendara$JosiaH Sy & 2 y Q &re hliveNdag (i &
probably in the thousands

In theanalysedelow, themost inportantitemsare the proven linkages between one generation and
another, anathe provenmarriage/liaisorlinkagebetween the asserted parentsf a child Dates and
locations of birth, death and marriage are also important, ibig understandabl¢hat in difficult
circumstancesnd early periodsiot all dates and locations may e&act orevenavailable.

If a key linkage is deemed to be weak in terms of proof, thei®dHin bold typewill be inserted.

Such a note does not necessarily mean thatlihk did not exist, imayjust mean that at present,
insufficient proof (paper trail @stimony, affidavit, DNA, etc.) has been amassed to make a confident
assertion. If n0NOTHs inserted, then the linkage and assertions are deemed tatlbeastreasonably
proven and if numerous overlapping and confirming proofs are present, then thertéen can be
judged by the reader to be confirmed to a high standard of prddfe most important linkge pointsin
eachbullet pointset ofevidentiary itemsare underlined

Most genealogical articleand reportonly cite sources briefly, and do nattlall the information

provided by each source. Here, since the tracing of the links, dates, places, etc. is challenging, all the
relevant information provided by eh source is shown, so that the readsm see and evaluate the

quality of the informatioranddoes not have t@btainthe original sourcesBiographical information

(e.g. occupation, income, religioalptained from the sources is presented hefer interest but also
becausesuch items can also help establish proof of linkagésr exampleif John Smith is, say, a
carpenter and a Wesleyan Methodist in Recoranélalsoin Record Bthen the chances that the two
Records point to the samihn Smittare markedly increased.)

The primary site for obtaining the original sour@eshis reportis Ancestry.com, unless otherwise
specified. This source has dramatically improved in scope and depth over the last decade, but of course
is not truly comprehensive.

Abbreviations used in this report incluttee following

a.k.a. also known as abt.  about

aft. after b. born

bef.  before C. circa

d. died n.d. nodate

? unreadableor unclearoriginal document or transcriptian
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Dedication

This report is dedicated to James E. Henson, Sr., Esq. of Alexandria, Virginia,athassisted in

proving his line to Matthew Alexander Henson and providing a possible linkage to Rev. Josiah Henson.

aNX | Syazy 6+a yI YSR [IndriaVirginip andHay dong Sddsyhguished ¥ | £ SE
career in the US Air Force and as anau rights attorney. Sadly, he died in December, 2020, as this

report was being completed. But his life was a testament to the strength and accomplishments of the

Henon clan.
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Sectims of this Report
This reporthas the following sectionproceeding back in tim@like most genealogical analyses)

Relationship of James E. Henson, Sr. @tthlew Alexander Henson

Relationship of Taraji P. Henson to Matthew Alexander Henson

Genealogicalimdine for Matthew Henson

A Possible Descent in the US from Matthew Alexander Henson

Descents in the US from Siblings of Matthew Alexander Henson

Challengesn Tracing Lemuel Henson

Relationship of Matthew Alexander Henson to Josiah Henson

Parents, Datg, Escape AnalysiSjblings Wivesand Children of Josiah Henson

Which Children Were on the Escape to Canada?

2 KSNB 21 a4 W2aAlFK |1 Syaz2zyQa ClFOiKSNI {SyidK
A Descenfrom Josiah Hensowvia Thomas Hensao the Palmer Family

A NewDescenfrom James Henson, Probable Brothedo$iatHenson to the Barnes Family
Documenting a Known Descent from Josiah Henson via the NewblsLine

Documenting a Descent from JosianHe 2 y Qa 5F dZAKGSNI 9t AT FoSaGK G2
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A Descent from Josidhenson via Elizabeth Henson Thortaathe Dixon Family

A Descent from Rev. Henson via Isaac Hetsétarold Henson

A New Descent from Rev. Josiah Henson via son Josiah to the Hidks Fa

How Many Hensons?

Biographical Information on the Author

AnnexA: Selected Original Documents relating to Matthew Henson and The Explorers Club
Annex BVariousHenson Family Trees

Annex C: Affidavit by William A. Diggs, 1988

Annex D: Will of Rev. Jak Henson

Annex E: Story about the Henson Canadian Stamp and Family

= =4 =4 4 -8 -4 -8 -8 - 4

Relationship of James E. Henson, Sr. to Matthew Alexander Henson

' f SEFYRNAI £ + A NB A SrAESE, do explor¥t $atthedvt
Alexander HensonJames Henson attendesvents commemorating
Matthew AlexandemHenson, and traveled to remote parts of northern
DNBSyftlyR (2 YSSiG 6AGK SELX 2NBNJ

This section linkdia G A y 3dzA a KSR FGG2NySe | yﬁ#;'

Assertion: James Ellis Hensor, , EEsgwas born23 Octoberl936 in
Alexandria, VA in Alexandria Hospaald married to Elsie Ardenéalentine
Henson He died 13 December 2020 in Alexandria, VirgiHahal
numerouslivingdescendants includingariousgreatgrandchildrenand
even wo greatgreatgrandchildren

James E. Henson,

Proofs:

1 Alexandria VA birth record, certificate number 193603768®wsthat James E. Hensavas
born 23 October 1936 Alexandria Hospital ¢ + A NHA YA | . R0E, Relayed BIBhNNR & =~ M d
wWSO2NRAE O D

1 Alexandria VA Mairage Records shodames E. éhson 20, son oClarence McGuirand
Catherine Hensgmarrying on 8 May 1957 to Mellinee D. Rust, 17, daughter of Louis C. Turner
and Bertha Rust.

1 US Public Records Index, 1988) Vol. 1 showJames E. Henson residing itictt City, MD in
1995, with birth year of 1936

9 Ibid., showing Henson living in Alexandria, VA in 1990, with birth year of 1936

T mMa[ AGAy3 [ S3ISyR&a 2F 't SEFYRNARIY WHYSa | Sya
the birth location and namesfhisLJ NBy 44> FyR GKIFIG KS gl & &N
household¢

9 Statement of James. EHenson, Sin phone intervieve with Lew Dulmin, Mayand July2020,
says that his parents were not marrieghd that he has numerous children, grandchildren, some
greatgrandchildren and two greaigreatgrandchildren

T / KFENJ aO/ INB2 .IKX af{dFyRAY3A 2yAecxaudaGanseOlr f [ I yR
Packet 2 July 2020, states that James E. Henson is married to Elsie Ardene Henson.
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1

WI OljdzSa YSESga2viwl YS8B>OWSHIANBR | 26FNR / 2dzyide |
The Baltimore Syr22 December 2020, online dittps://www.baltimoresun.com/obituaries/bs
md-ob-jameshensor20201222gzrwtaslfnbrnc2krén35sxgestory.html. This story describes

his career,faniié YR RSAOSYRIy(iasz AyOfdzZRAY3AY aKAA GATFSE
son, James E. Henson, Jr. of Richmvirdjnia; five daughters, Kayla Henson, Deborah Henson

and Sharon Henson of Alexandria, Valerie Hertsanal of Arlington, Virginia aridicole Walker

of Grovetown, Georgia; and numerous grandchildren and giebitl y R O Khé &t y & ¢

states that James/as 84 when he died of congestive heart failure and cancer.

Assertion:James Ellis Henson, Sr. was the child of CathenigmidHenson and Clarence McGuire, and
G221 KAa Y2 i dwdedentoh aniClargricevi&dire had a liaison in 1984

Proofs:

T

=

1940 US Census, Alexandria VA, 1437 Duke St., Alexandria/sholvK SNRA yV Sé¢ + I8 | y & 2
31, single, bin MD, cook and duse maigdwith 7" grade educationwith married sister and

KSIR 2F K2dzASK2f R ! 3y Sa damed i §BREYy @y |IfvR olf 3y0]
Catherine worked 50 weeks in the previous year, earning $450.

1920 US Census, Pomonkey, Charles Co.,MP,s4 / I G KSNAYS &l Fyazyzé | 3
with sister Agnes, age 14, and brother Charles, age 8, all black.

Death certiicate of Charles Ronald Henson at Alexandria Hospital, VA, age 1 year, 1 month and

19 days, born 11/12/34, died 1/1/36 gheumonia, male colored infant, father Clarence

McGuire, born in Alexandria, VA and mother Catherine Henson (not McGuire), borariesCh

Co., MD

G AGAYy3 [ SAISYRaAXZI¢ AOAROD

Statement of James. Henson, Sribid.

June 2020 phone call between La&wulmin and James.Henson Sr; James stated that his
Y20KSND& YARRES AYyAGALFE ax¢é aG22R F2NJ tANBAYAL
Jacques Kelly, ibid., statesthat @ 9@ | Sy a2y Qa LI NByda oSNB [/t N
Henson.

Assertion:Catherine WfginiaHenson was born 15uly 1908 in MD and died 24 September 1987 in
Alexandria, VAr Ellicott City, MD Clarence McGuingas born 19 December 1904 in VA andddi®
November 1968 in Alexandria, VA.

Proofs:

1

1

Social Security Applications and Claims Index, -P88G, Ancestry@m, death cert. no. 06728,

shows Catherine V. Henson, b. 15 July 1908, d. 24 September 1987

Social Security Death Index shows Catherine ¥séte b. 15 July 1908, d. 24 September 1987,

last residence in Ellicott City, Howard Co., MD

Finda-Grave shows haistone of Catherine V. Henson, b. 15 July 1908, d. 24 September 1987,
0dzNASR Ay {iG® al NEQa /IiK2fAO / SYSGUSNEZ ! fSELY
1910US Censu8™NJ ! yyS | Ndzy RSt [/ 2d3 a53 adK2¢6a /I GKSNAY
with both parents b. in MD, mulatto, grdrdaughter of Elizabeth Henson, age 49, b. in MD,

head of household, black, widowed, mother of 4 children with 3 of them living, with both
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parents b. in MD.(NOTEit is not clear if this is the correct family, since some elements do not
match, and theadual migration path seems to be from Charles County to Alexandria.)

1 1930 US Census for Baltimore, MD shows Catherine Henson, 23, mareedd®)16, head of
household, chambermaid, black, born in MD with both parents b. in MD; with two daughters:
Dorothy Henson, 7, and Alene Henson(OTEit is not clear if this is the correct famiynce
the migration path seems to be from Charles Qguo Alexandria.)

9 World War Il Draft Card for Clarence McGuire shows b. 19 December 1904, black male, with
sisterEleanor McGuire, with Clarence at 310 Woodson Court, Alexandria, VA

1 Death Certificate for Clarence McGuire (no middle name) shows he vi@skecember 1904 in
VA and d. 19 November 1968 of cardiac arrest in Alexandria, VA, at Alexandria Hospital; was
Nego, awall scraper, never married, with parents Rubin McGuire and Susie Skelton.

9 1940 and 1920 US Censuses, ibid.

Assertion: Catherine YfginiaHenson and sister (Mary) Agnes Bates4 August 1905 in Charles Co.,
MD, d. 27 April 1995 Alexandria, VAwere the daughters of Bailey Henson and his wife Marie Chase,
who marriedin 1905.

Proofs:

9 Social Security Applications and Claims Indexyshary Agnes Bate@lso shown in the same
record asa.k.a.Agnes Batesplack female, born 4 August 1905 in GasarCo., MD, died 27 April
1995, with fatherBailey Hensoand mother Marie Chase
9 Social Security Death Index, shows Agnes Bates, bornustAL@P5 in Charles Co., MD, died 27
April 1995, with last residence in Alexandria, VA
1 Finda-Grave, shows Mary Ags Bates, born 4 August 1905, died 27 April 1995, buried in St.
al NBEQ& /FGiK2tAO / KdzZNDK / SYSGSNEX ' f SEFYRNRI I =
1 1940 and 1920 US Censugbg]. (showed thatAgnes Batewas thesister of Catherine
Henson.
1 Email from James E. Henson to Lew Toulmin, 17 May 2020, states that the children of Bailey
| Syaz2y FyR 6AFS dal NAlF¢ 6SNB /I 0KSNAYS +o | Sya
the chidren of Bailey and a prior wife were Willie, George and Bernarddien

Assertion: Bailey Henson, born July 1857, also previously married (before 1890) to Rosena (Rose)
Brown, and had a son Bernard Lemuel Henson, b. 14 February 1890 in Charles @GoJavilgry 1938,
and had other children, also. Rosena died bef@@dl

Proofs:

9 Social Security Applications and Claims Index sB®usard Lemuel Hensob. 14 February
1890 in Charles Co., MEnn of Bailey Henscemd Rosena Brownwith the claim datedlanuary
1938. (Note: this Bernard Lemuel Henson apparently wenfiy S Y dzSt 02 NJ [ Sy dzSf 0 |
aK2gy Ay GUKS wmdonn ' { /Syadzzaz F2NJ YAy3Iar bSg , 2N
Supply Base, with wife Ida, 46, black, b. in Washington, RiG3lso as shown by NYC Marriage
Index 1866M o T = AY GKEKDKY & [ BX d28f NNBEAYy3I LRI {0200 2y
21219.)

1 US Census for 1900 for Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD, 8uaileg Hensonage 42, black, farm
laborer, widowed, born July 185@ MD, can read and writavith sons Harry Henson, 16,
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laborer; Tony Henson, 14aborer (!); Burnard [likely Bernard] HensphO, Willie [likely William]
Henson, 8, Alphonga Henson, 6, and George Hens&vegByone in the family was black, all
born in MD with both parents b. iMD.

f USCensusfor1870form&aSyY2e> / KIFINf Sa /2®d> a5 akKz2ga a. d ||
| Syaz2yo 3S mMHX YdA FGid2 YFHESYT o0d Ay a5 gAGK |
020K fAGAY3A Ay GKSHXKexea St RFENNVSIINI®D yYRozf &l Kiky 3
2 AKAY3AG2ysé oHZX YdA FGG2 FSYFfSo

1 Social Security Applications and Claims Index, -P28G, show8Bailey Hensomarried toRose
Brown with son George Walter Hensodolack male, b. 7 April 1896, apparently in Chatles
MD (transcriptionsunclea). Record date is apparently September 1943, when George Walter
Henson died or filed for benefits.

Assertion: Bailey Henson married (about 1905) also to Arari®iChaseb. ¢. 1872and had children.
Bailey likely diethetween 1910 and 1920, pbably in Maryland.

Proofs:

f  US Census for 1910 fGharles Co. MD, showis. | £ S & ¢ 52(s@whda@ §f head of
household Fannie Chaselle wad. in MD with both parents b. in MD, laborer, and married for
the second time 5 yaa before the Census. ge Chase is listed as a female mulatto, 78,
widowed, with 10 children, of whom 2 are still alive, she was born in MD with both parents b. in
MD. Ann M. [Chaselllensoris listed as a daughter of Fannie Chase, and is a femaléton@a,
(b. c. 1872)narried for the first time 5 years before the Census, with 2 children of whom both
are alive, b. in MD and with both parents b. in MD. The two children of Ann and Bailey (Baley)
are Virginia M. Henson, 7, and Margaret, 1.5, bothattalgranddaughters of Bnnie. George
Henson, 16, mulatto, laborer, is also listed in the household, and is evidently the same George
Henson who was in this householdin 1800 Yy R A a4 GKS OKAftR 2F .l AfSe
Brown
1 US Census for 1920r Charles Co., MD, Mauby area, shows Mary Elenson 46, b. c. 1874 in
MD, mulatto female, widowed, able to read and write, with both parents b. in MD. She is listed
as the mothesin-law of the head of this household, Rob&iyer Foyer?) 33,blackmale.(If
this is thecorrect Ann Mary Chase Henson, then this means that her husband Bailey Henson
died between 1910 and 1920. In any case, no plausible Bailey (or similar spellings) seems to
show up in the 1920 Census, so it appears hedsaedoy then. The location thaMary C.
| Syaz2y Aa fAGAy3a Aada RSAONAROGSR a 2y GKS NRIFIR ¥
15 miles NNE of the Mgemoy, Charles County arga.

Assertion: Bailey Henson was the son of Lemuel Hermua| S Y dZ8st vifé, Mary Claie (Hensn)
(later Washington), and Lemuel was also the fathéloith Pole discoverer and explorer Matthew
Alexander Hensohy Caroline Waters. Bailey and Matthewere therefore haltbrothers. Matthew was
born 8 August 1866 (or 1865) ihales Co., MD.

Proof:

1 Statement by James E. Henson, phone conversation with Lew Toulmin, Maya262Ring that
Bailey Henson and Matthew Alexander Henson wereliraithers
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1 Matthew Alexander Hensoy Negro Explorer at the North P¢Mew York: Fresfrick A. Stokes,
1912) pp. xvii and 3 (obtained from the Gutenberg Project) states that he was born 8 August
Mycc AY [/ KFENIXISa /2dzyieés a5 IDakZompanitiat t 2G2YlF O whi
Matthew cowrote with Bradley RobinsoffUSAMcBride and Co1947) p. 1§ he staesthat
his father was Lemuel HensqiNOTEelsewhere in this report it is discussed that the 1866 date
may be 1865, not 1866.[park Companionbid., andMaryann N. WeidtMatthew Henson
(Minneapolis: HamptotBrown, 2002) p. 7, makit clear that both Matthew and his parents
were born free, and lived a hard life as sharecroppéfssuming this is true, and assuming that
there is a genealogical connection between Matthew and Rev. Heitssmot clear wherand
howthe Hensoms inthat connection line were freed, since Rev. Henson and his family were of
course enslaved.)
9 Affadavit dated 6 April 1988jgnedby historian William A. Diggs, withessed by Agnes Bates and
Elsie A. Hensoi(Seethe Annexes.This sworn affidavit states th®iggs was b. 31 November
1918 in Charles Co., MBndii K 4= d&a! NRPdzy R mpon> L YSiOG S6AGK 2 Af
teenager and he was in his sixties. During discussions about his family, he told me that he and
Bailey Henson were halbrothers. Also he 3d that Bailey Hensowas ahalf-brother to
Matthew Hensoré 5A33& | faz2 adlidsSa GKFEGZ a[ SYdzsStx 2 Aff
Washington also told me the same thing, that Bailey Henson was theipfudlfer and that
Baileywas thehalf-brother of Matthew Hensorb ¢ ¢CKS FTFFARFIQGAG Ftaz2z adl
Lemuel, Willie, Thomas, James and Margaret Washington are the childksrpfClaire Henson
Washingtorb ote that Agnes Bates is the woman listed eadiethe daughter of Bailey
Henson and Mariel@ir, and Agnes was born 4 August 1905 in Charles Coamdidied 27
April 1995. Hence she was alive and 82 at the time she signed the affitlagilVilliam
Washington who stated he was the half brothel@muel Henson is apparently the William
Washngton who is shown in the 1870 US Census for Cross Roads, Charles Co., MD as a 2 year
2f R YdzE G2 YIEST a2y 27T dCeasusifof Ranjémoyg Charlest KA y 3 { 2
Co. as a 12 year old, son of Wesdlégshington, 46, and Alberta, 41; and in @00 Census for
Nanjemoy asb.inMDinMarch18%0 hy GKIF G &FYS [/ Syadza LI 3AS | LIL
Washington, b. in MD in September 1875, who is described in the affidavit as tHe dihlér of
Matthew Henson. Attorney James E. Henson, Sr. stdiigat the Matthew Henson referred to in
the affidavit was explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, and that historian Diggs understood that
to be the correct referencgAffidavit original in the possession of Jarkeddenson, Sr., copy
provided to Lew Toulmiremphasis addedl.
1 Also onthat same pagén the 1900US Census for Nanjemoy, Charles Co.apli2ars Mary
Washington, 60, b. in 1840 (month is blank), widowed black female. She is listed as having 17
children (1), of whom 9 are living in 1908nd has thesame listing with the same number of
children (17 and 9) in the 1910 Census for Cross Roads, Charles Ghspppears again in
the 1920 Census for Cross Roads, Charlaatas Mary C. Washingto82, widowed black
female She isalmost certainlythe Mary Washington listed in the870 Census for Nanjemoy as
Gad® 21 AKAY3Id2yZ oHéE YINNASR G2 | & 2N a! @ 2 aKAa
I Fyazys mMHXZé oOf A1 S fvidus marriade)SShe it dsy shawi astvd® Y | LINB
Washingtonm the 1880 Census for Nanjemoy as 40, black female, married to Alex Washington,
43, with children includingVilliam, 11, Thomas, 9, Margaret, 7, and JamegT8is William is
the person interviewedn the 1988 affidavit.Yhesdatter childrenare all nanes mentioned in
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the affidavit, all born between 1869 and 1878, and thus all feasiblesktdihgs of Matthew

Alexander Henson. Therefore, as shown by the affidavit, the link between the two families

very likely Mary Claire Henson Washingt®he sceario isas followsshe was borrcircal838
married Lemuel Henson as his (previously unknown) first wife, when shebeasla, around
1855; thenhada sonBailey Hensoby Lemuehbout 18578, thendivorced or separated from

Lemuel soon thereafter, by861. Then Mary had time to marry Alex Washington around 1864,

and haveadaughter (Jane Washington) by him in 1866. She then went on tothave
Washington songisted previouslyand Margaret, all rantioned in the affidavit as ha#fiblings
of Matthew Henson MeanwhileLemue] separated or divorced from Mary in about 186ad
time to move on tomarry Caroline Waters inabomty c HX | YR KI @S awd
| Syazyé oal GGKSoAVIBEELYRSUADSYEFHDYE AY
asrecordedin the 1870 Census for Charles County. Of course all thisiispeculative, but it
does fit the available facts.

The fact that Bailey Henson had a proven son BerhanduelHenson, and that this person
sometimes went by the name Lemuelféérly unusual name), is an indicator that this name

| Syazy

MYy CT 2

might be a family name, honoring Lemuel Henson, possible father of Bailey Henson and possible

grandfather of Bernard Lemuel Henson (atsb father of Matthew Alexander Henson).

Lemuel Henson married fohe third and last time to Nellie (no last name cited); this marriage

200dzZNNBER OSNE aKz2NIfeée FGiSNI GKS RSI GrarkR T

Companionibid., pp. 180).

Note: the linkageabove(Bailey to Matthew as halfrothersvia father Lemuel Hensdrouldcertainly
use additional documentation, bihe affidavit plays a key role in bridging the gap, and thedimes
seem to fit the facts The connection is tiefore deemed proven to a reasonahienot highstandard,
given he challenges of research in this time and place.

Assertions:Matthew Alexander Henson was born 8 August 1g%6 see later
discussionjn Charles County, MD Hisparentswere Lemuel Henson and Caroline
Waters Matthewdied 9 March 1955 in the BronXY, and on 6 April 1988 was r¢
buried at Arlington National Cemeterin Arlington, VA He married first to Eva
Helen Flint in April 1891 imPadelphia, PA. They divorced in 1897 withceatain
issue.(But see the later section for a possible degceMatthew had a liaison in
1906 with the Inuit woman Akatingwgho last name)n Greenland, and fathered
a son Anaukaglenson his onlyprovenchild; this child hadescendants still living
in Greenland (hence these are the oplpvendirect descendats of Matthew).
He married second to Lucy J. Ross (daughter of Mediator Ro&uaad

Randolph) on 5 September 1907 in Manhattan, New York City. She was bo  Henson on her back
about 1880 (or 1883) in Maryland and died 12 March 1968 in Manhattan,
NYC without issue InApril 1988 she was furied along with Matthew in Arlington National Cemetery.

Proofs:

1

Matthew Alexander Hensosjgnedtypewritten letter sentby him to the Secretary of The
Explorers Club dated 1 December 1953, supplying membership informatioes stait

Akatingway with Anaukag

al 0K

| Sya2yQa O6ANIK RIFGS A& y ! dz3dza WMD.fheaddEssafA G K G K S
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Henson on this letter is 246 West 158treet, NYC(Source: The Explorers Club archjsese
AnnexA.)

1 Matthew Alexander Henso\ Negro Explorer ahe North PoléNew York: Frederick A. Stokes,
1912), pp. xvii and 3 (obtained frothe Gutenberg Project) states that he was born 8 August
Mycc AY [/ KFENIXISa /2dzyyiéer a5 a2y GKS t2G42YIF O wh

1 Finda-Grave.com states that Matthew Alexander Henson was Bofugust 1866 in Ngemoy,
Charles Co., MD and died 9 March 1955 inBhenx, NY, and is buried in Arlington National
Cemetery (a photo of the substantial monument is providadhe site.

1 Marriage Index for Philadelphia, PA states thaa Helen Flimharried Matthew Alexander
Hensonin that city in 1891, marriage license.m2297.

1 Wikipedia states that Matthew married Eva Flint in 1891 and divorced in 1897.

1 S. Allen CountelNorth Pole LegadiMontpelier, VT: Invisible Cities Press, 2001), pp. 5%and
states that Eva Flint was 22, from a conservative black Philadéghily, whenshe and
Matthew met in September 1890, that they courted for several months, secured a marriage
f AOSyasS FTNRBY (GKS t KAf I RSt Likakied threddays latgtleace / 2 dzNIi 2
16 April 1891)and divorced in 1897.

1 The liaisorof Matthew with Inuit woman Akatingwah in Greenland, ahdir resultingson
AnaukacgHenson and numerous descendants, describecand documentedn Counter bid.,
particularly in pp 13-48. (NOTEThispresentanalysis has nahdependentlyreviewed or
evaluated the Greenland line asserted by Counbert here igelying on his research and book
as a proof)

9 FamilySearch.org shows NYC Marriage Recordddtihew Henson40, b. c. 867 in
Washington, DC (!), male, single, blaskh parentsLemuel HensoandCaroline Waters
marryingLucyJaneRoson 5 September 190in Manhattan. She is listed as 27, b. c. 1880 in
NYC, black single female, with parents Mediator Ross and Susdalftan

9 Finda-Grave.com listtucy Ross Hens@s born in 1888, died on 12 March 1968 in Manhattan,
and interred in Arlington National CemetdrgsideMatthew Alexander Hensgra photo of the
gravesite is provided.

1 NY Extracted Marriage Index shoMatthew HensormmarryingLucy J. Rosm 5 September
1907 in Manhattan, certificate no. 22771.

1 NY State Census of 1915 shows Lucy Henson age 31 (hence born about 1884) and husband
Matthew Henson age 48, living in the Brohe is a Clerk at the Customs House.

9 US Census for 1920 for the Bronx, NY, shdatthew A. Hensonage 53, born in New York)}
with both parents born in MD; anducy Hensomage 37 (hence born about 1883), born in
Maryland, with her mother born in Virginia and her father born in New YorkzO& Q& Y2 (i KSNJ
Susan Ross, age 65, widowedrbm Virginia, is also living in the household.

1 The reburial in Arlington National Cemetery is described iis Source:
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notabléraves/Explorers/MatthewHenson

The graphic below presents the main line discussed above.
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/I Caroline Waters 2 } Lemuel Henson { 3 Nellie I\

Mary ClairHenson
[— 1 (Washington)

Matthew Alexander
Henson

Bailey Henson Ann Marie Chase
2

RosenaBrown 1 }

Bernard Lemuel Clarence McGuire Catherine Henson
Henson

\ James E. Henson, Sr. /

Based on this @rall analysis, the following persons are all reasonably proven to be related larexp
Matthew Alexander Henson (the relationship is as descendants ebtatliers and halsisters of
Matthew):

1 22 Century attorneyJames E. Henson, 8f AlexandriayAand hisnumerousdescendants
Attorney James E. Henson, Sr. is the-geghdneohew of explorer Matthew HensoiJames is
the grandson of the halbrother of Matthew Henson. This relatiehipis also sometimes called
I a-fréatyTS LIKS g ®£ 0
9 Other desendants of Bailey Henson, including descendants of his son Bailey Lemuel Henson
9 Other descendants oMary Claire by her marriage Lemuel Henson
1 Descendants (if any) of Lemuel and his third wife Nellie.

Lemuel Henson and Caroline Waters Henson apparéaitl children together other than Matthew

Alexander Hensoq recall the interpretaion (if correct) that their children includethe girly & w @

| Syazyé o® Ay mMycoX dad | SyiklBeoasecoiddinthg18%y c 7= | YR
Census for Charles County. Thus those persorfsith(aot half) siblings of Matthew Alexandelenson,

FYR AT GKAA lFylteara Aa O2NNBOG:X GKSy |ff GKSANI R
explorerMatthew Henson.

The descendats of the union of Marie Claire (Henson) alléx Washington are in a different position.
From the affidaviit is evident that they considered themselves to be Hmtithers or halsisters of
Matthew Alexander Henson. But technically they are notaiee neither of their parents was a parent
of Matthew. It would be more accurate to describe them as diggihers and stegsisters of Matthew.
They could still claim this familial relationship to him.

Altogether, thisanalysis showa large pool of persons possibly living today, many of whom likely are
completely unaware of their relationship to a great explore
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Note that James E. Henson, Srd irahis possession a family chart showing a linkage from him up to

[ SYdzSt = (agsertedFarhes$hé me¥iously unknown Paul Henspahd thencetd | dzf | Sy a2y Q:
asserted brother, Reverend Josiah Henson. rEfasionship will be discusseahd the chart showin a

later section below, on the siblings of Reverend Henson.

Relationshp of Taraji Henson to Matthew Alexander Henson

This section attempts to link Taraji Hengorexplorer Matthew Henson. Ms.
Hensonis adistinguishecand awardwinningmodern actressin Hustle & Flow |
(2005),The Curious Case of Benjamin Buf2008),Hidden Figure$2016), :
etc., and author of a bestelling autobiographyiround the Way Gi{R016).

Bernice Gordon Henson. Her parents divorced when Taraji wasrabout

19720 6.8 (KS G6H8I CFNI2AGYBSOFE KR Mmool
araji P. Henson

Proofs:

9 Biography.com (s=https://www.biography.com/actor/tarajihenson#synopsjstates that
TarajiHensonwas born in DC in 1970, names her fatBeris Hasonand motherBernice
Gordon Hensorand sayser parents divorced when she was two.

1 Wikipedia states that the mother of Taraji Penda Henson is Bernice Gordon Henson, a corporate
YEYFISNI LG 222ReFNR 9 [20KNRL) RSdUBwanceSy G a (i 2 NB
Henson, a janitor and metal fabricat This site also gives the tgationsT 2 NJ ¢ | NI 2A Qa Yy I
FYyR aidlFdSa 0KIFIG aKS KIFHra alrAR O0KIFIG ab2NIK t2f S
greatgreata NI Y RT I G KS NI ¢

faAlsS . FTiASE &QLNBRSY ¢ CNH KRGO cle\Bls/ 42y Qa |

CANRBRG G2 wSI OHoliyndokdAndesli K t 2t S ¢

https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hiddeiffigures-actresstaraji-p-henson

s-greatgreatunclewasfirst-to-reachthe-north-pole. This source givesterse

family tree for Taraji, as follows: Taraji Penda Henson, b. 1970, had a father Boris

Lawrence Hensgag b. 1948, who had a father Russell H. Henbo918, who had a

father James Francis Henson, b. 1882, who had a father Joseph Henson, b. 1850,

who had a father Lemuel Henson, b. ¢. 1832 and a brother Matthew Alexander

Henson, b. 1866No sources or dter details are provided. (This section of this
report attempts to document tht line.)

1 US Public Records Index, shovesaji P. Hensowith birth year of 1970, living in Washington,

DC in 1996.

1 Ancestry.com, US School Yearbooks, shows Taraji Hensooub 180 inthe 1987 yearbook

for Oxon Hill High School in Maryland, and has a piggivewn)

Assertion:Boris Lawrence Henson, father of Taraji Henson, was born 12 Januarin 3W48hington DC
and died 19 February 2006 in Prince Georges Co.,Tdb 2 A et Bevhze Gordon was born in 1949.
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Proofs:

1

1

T

US Social Security Death Index, states Bais L. Hensowas born 12 January 1948 and died

19 February 2006, with last residence in Prince Georges Co., MD.

US Social Security Applications atair@s Index showBoris Lawrence Hensphlack male, b.

12 January 1948 in Washington, DC and d. 19 February 2006.

Find-a-Grave states thaBoris Lawrence Hensavas born 12 January 1948 in Washington, DC

and died 19 February 2006 in Prince Georges Co MD Y R A& 0 dzNASR i GKS
Cemetery in Cheltenham, Prince Georges Co., MD.

US Public Records IndexslsBernice Gordon Hensdiving in Glenn Dale, MD in 1996, b. in

1949.

Assertion:the father of Boris Lawrence Henson was Russell Risdte b.26 July1918in Muck Hok PA
and d. 18 November 2004 Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MBnd Bori<inother wasMary Madelene
Thomas, b. 26 February 1918 in Washington, R@seland Marymarried on 8 October 1939 in
Washington, DGnd Mary Madelind’homas Henson died 10 June 1982l NJpafeats were Charles
H. Thomas and Clara Taylor.

Proofs:

T

1

Veterans BIRLS Death Files states Bhasell Hensowas b. 26 July 1918 and d. 18 November
2004, and that he enlisted from 4 May 1944 to 15 December 1945.

'{ +SUOSNIyQa DNJI B4 8endos b. 26 Jalyil91iB 31418 Nokdmber 2004 at
age 86, and is buried in Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery in MD, and was a PFC in the US Marine
Corps.

Finda-Grave photo of headstone in Cheltenham Veterans Cemsteoyws PFC Russell Henson,
USMC, b. 2auly 1918, d. 18 November 2004, with wife Madeline Thomas Henson, b. 26
February 1918 and d. 10 June 1992.

World War Il Draft Registration Card shdwisssell Hensqrb. 26 July 1918 in Mudlok, PA,

Negro male, livinin Washington, DC, with mothérs. Burell Hensoralso living in

Washington, DC.

SPeath Indexshows Russell Hensdn 26 July 1918, d. 18 Nov. 2004, with last residence of
Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD.

US Census for 1940 for Washington, DC stRwgsell Heson 21, b. abt1919 in PA, married to
Madaline M. Henson?23. The rest of the household is the large Thomas family. Russell Henson
is a deliveryman, black male, with a first year of high school education.

US Census for 1930 for Washington, DC strwgsell Hensonl2, b. ah 1918 in PAwith both
parents b. in MDNegro male, with mothelBeula Henson38, Negro femaleand various

relatives.

District of Columbia Marriage Records show Russell Henson, age 21, marrying Mary Madelene
Thompsorisic,shouldbe Thomasapparent error by clerk]22, on 8 October 1939 in DC.
Washington, DC City Directory for 1933 sh&®ussell Hensoliving withMadeline M. Hensoin

SW Washington.

US Social Security Applications and Claims shows Madaline Thomas Hensonmabkbted
February 1918 in DC and d. 10 Ja@82, with parents Charles H. Thomas and Clara Taylor.
Assertion by Henson Family Tree (on Ancestry)d¢bat the father of Boris Lawrence Henson

was Russell H. Henson.
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NOTE:The link in the bullet points ave from Boris Lawrence Henstm hisasserted father Russell H.
Henson should have more documentatimnmeet a high standard of proof

Assertion:Russell Henson was the son of James Francis HemssiOctober 1881 in Charles Co., MD, d.
February 1940andBueuell (or BeulatBunie,Beulaor other similar names or nicknameSraigHenson
Theymarried 4 August 1916 in Washington, IB&ulahwasthe daughter of William S. Craig, b. c. 1854
in MD.

Proofs:

1 DC Compiled Marriages Index shalasnes F. Heson single black male, 32, b. 1884 in
Nanjemoy, MDand Buenell Henson24, b. 1892 in Ngemoy, MD, widowedmarrying on 4
August 1916 in Washington, DC.

9 US Census for 1930 for Washington, DC strRwgsell Hensqri2, b. ab 1918 in PA, with both
parentsb. in MD, Negro male, with moth&eula Henson38, Negro femaland various
relatives.

1 US Census for 1920 for Cross Roads, Charles Co., MDJsimggsF. HenspB7, b. ¢. 188
MD, with both parentsb.inMD o6 f I O] Y I(timBe¥?)labaied Meisnhiked to
Beanna V. Henson, 27, black femddein MD with both parents b. in MDJames and Beanna
26y GKSANI K2YS & Alil®dusehoid ard vanoashhilddn mSuiRmssell
Henson black male, age 1, b. in PA, withth parents b. in MD.

f  US Census for 1910 for Charles Co., MD sliowsizy” A S ¢, bornSnyMiD 2vigh both parents b.
in MD, black female age 19, married with 2 children of whom 1 is Jisimd) she has been
married for 2 yearsBunie is the daughtesf William S. @ig, black male farmer, 54, b. in MD
with both parents b. in MD He has been married for 35 years

1 Finda-Grave shows a headstone fBuenell Craig Hensph. 8 June 1889, d. 2 May 1989 (aged
99) buried in Oak Grove Cemetery,nijanoy, Charles&, MD

1 World War |l Draft Registration Cafar 17 October 194@8howsRussell Hensorb. 26 July 1918
in Muck Hok, PA, Negro male, living in Washington, DC, with mbtierBunell Hensoalso
living in Washington, DGvdza a St f Aa pQ @ K Fre/[fRsenry on leftifidzgfRa > & A
foreheadé

9 Social Security Applications and Claims Index slames Francis Hensdmn 5 October 1881 in
Charles Co., MD, d. February 1940, black male,paitents Joseph Henson and Jane Gaynor

Assertion:James Francldenson was the son of Joseph Hendmrabout 1850 in M. aft. 1920and
Jane Gaynor (a.k.a. Mary Jane Gainteiylay 1849in MD; they married about 1874, probably in MD

Proofs:

9 Social Security Applications and Claims Index slames Francisdrdson b. 5 October 1881 in
Charles Co., MD, d. February 1940, black male,paitents Joseph Henson and Jane Gaynor
Date on the record is February 1940.

9 Social Security Applications a@thims Index shows Joseph Henson with spouse Mary J. Gainer
and chld Eva Henson Regl. 22 February 1890 in Charles Co., MD; record is dated February
1939.
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1 US Census for 1920 for Cross Roads, Charles Co., MD shows Joseph Henson, 70, b. c. 1850 in MD,
black maldarmer, with mother and father both b. in MD; married kbary A. Henson, 62, black
female, b. c. 1858 in MD with mother and father both b. in MDseph and his wife own their
home, with no mortgage. Also in the household among otiedaugher Eva HensoReed 29,
black female, married.

1 US Census for 10%or Cross Roads, Charles Co., MD shows Joseph Henson, 60, b. c. 1850 in MD,
black male farmer, with mother and father both b. in MD; married to Mary J. Henson, 58, black
female, b. c. 185in MD with mother and father both b. in MD. Joseph and his wufie
married 39 years previously, hence in abt. 1871. Also in the household among others are Eva
Henson Dent, 26, black female, married.

1 US Census for 1900 for jamoy, Charles Co., MD@hs Joseph Hensqrb0, born in 1850 in
MD, black male laborer, wittnother and father both b. in MD; married tdary Jane Hensgn
51, black female, b. May 1849 in MD with mother and father both b. in MD. Joseph and his wife
were married 26 yearBefore the Censushence in abt. 1874. Mary Jane Henson has had 9
children,of whom 4 are living. Also in the household among others are Eva Henson, 10, b. in
1890, black female.

1 US Census for 1886r Nanjemoy, Charles Co., MD shows dblansong 35, b. c. 1855n MD,
black malevhitewasher with mother and father both b. in MDnarried to JanéHansong 35,
black female, bc. 1855 in MD with mother and father both b. in MD.

1 US Census for 1870 for Washington, DC, Ward 5, shows Joseph Henson, 24, b. dD846 in
oysterman, personal estate value $200, living in a-parson fousehold. NOTEit is not certain
that this is the correcfoseph Henson, since he is living in DC, not MD, and there is no linking
information to other known family members.

Assertion:Joseph Henson was the halfother of explorer Matthew Alexander IHeon; they had a
common father of Lemuel Henson, but diffetemothers.

Proofs:

 TargjiP.l Syaz2zy adalk adSyYSyid (wksthe brathedofinky§éagréay a2y
grandfather. Matthew would send him letters about his travels while out on his expeslition
Somebody in the family had all this great correspondence until one day when their apartment
was robbed and the letterswere lo$t)NR 6 6t @ OGKNB gy | gl & €A1S GNI ar
https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hiddetiiguresactresstaraji-p-hensons-great
greatunclewasfirst-to-reachthe-north-pole. This article states that Joseph Henson was
¢ I NI 2 Agfeatgrahtii&BHer(ithat the Henson family hailed fromrjemoy, Charles County,
Maryland, a very small community where the Hensamily lived for generations.

 TargjiP.l Syaz2y adliSR Ay | ¢6SSG 2y 1T CSOoNHzZ NE HAMC
narral SR WF NBR . NP O] Qa R20dzySy il NE awSRSESYAy3I !y
stationsF2NJ . f I O] | A3d02NRYQRERK® SLHENASAG2NIAOWYEA I K

f Black in Time Enterprisstates thatMatthew! Sy a2y aAa o0Sf AloftkeR (G2 065
ANBIFGE ANBFGZ 3INF yRTIF GIKYSRI I2(Fa 2 OdiNBREMKS 4t  ANG 20A0 K 3b
nephew of Josiah Henson, the fandzd NXzy | 6| & & f(Mateh 9, RoyRradelmmk K 2 NX £
posting; no proofs supplied).

1 The US Census for 1870 for Duffielgtiixt 3, Charles Co., MD shodaseph Hansqr®, black
male b. in MD, with his apparent brother or halfother Thomas Hanson, 1&ulatto male, b.
in MD. They are living in the household of Darbey Chunn, 60, mulatto male, and A. Leanah

56


https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-s-great-great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole
https://www.hollywoodancestry.com/post/hidden-figures-actress-taraji-p-henson-s-great-great-uncle-was-first-to-reach-the-north-pole

Chunn, 48, blactemale. Duffield is apparently aboud iniles NE of Ngiemoy. Perhaps this
Joseph is the Joseph who later appears inj@laoy, and he and his relative Thomas had been
FINYSR 2dzi G2 (GKS / Kdzyy Tl YRNXFSRiSpodehd GAYS 27
correct,because there is a family of Hansons (Hensons?)rnfeNay in 1870 who may be the
family of Joseph and Thomas)d who may be their father and mother Lemuel Henson and
Caroline Waters Henson, and the family of Matthew Alexander Henson. cissksearlier and
in more detail in the section below on the time line for Matthew, this 19 Aug 1870 Census family
hasoL.Hanso® (Lemuel Henson?29, black male, farm labores; / @ | F yaz2y ¢ o/ I NRf Ay
Henson?)29, mulatto femaleanddM. Hansoi age 5 (Maitthew Henson?)black male (and
three sistersp { 2 LIS NX kldekibrothérgioti HélSogoters Joseph and Thomasawe
sent away from thiglanson (Henson?amily to the Chunn family to be raised and do work.

1 Mike Batie, ibid.

NOTEThe bullet poitts immediatelyaboveare notfully satisfactory genealogical proofs of the
relationshipbetweenJoseph Henson and explotdiatthew Henson. That does noecessarilynean
that the relationship did not exist. fhay justmean that more paper, DNA or othevidence needs to
be amassed in order to meet a high genealogical stand&d.the section below on the challenges of
identifying Lemuel Henson, father of Matthew Alexander Henson.

The graphic below summarizesthsserted lineabove

)

I James Francis Henson Beulah Craig I

/ Matthew Alexander L'
B

Joseph Henson Jane Gaynor
Henson

L

| RussellH. Henson Mary Madelene Thomas |

L

| Boris Lawrence Henson I—,—I Bernice Gordon I

K | Taraji Penda Henson | /

¢ KS &bévemedns that thisorother or haltbrother relationship needs additional documentation;
AAYATINI@Z GKS aKé o02@0S YSI ya forthelink fromRésgelid. 2 y I £ R2
Henson to Boris Lawrence Hensdhthis line could be more fullgocumented, it would mean that (as

claimed) Taraji P. Henson is the gregtindniece of Matthew Alexander Henson.
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Genealogicallimeline for Matthew Henson

This timeline first provides the different, sometimes conflictin
sources re his genealogical tifime, thensecondproposes an
early timdine for his lifethat is most sensibland fits the
available facts This timeline is important, because it impacts
which documents to trust, where to look for additional proofs
and our understanding of Matthew jled 2 y Q& f A ¥ S

%,’ .

Sourced Timeline Matthew Alexander Hensor

August 8, 1866:

Matthew Henson is borin Charles Co. M@radley Robinson with Matthew Hensddark Companion

the Story of Matthew Hensaw 2 6 SNII a O. NA RS | YR [/ 2 BC p.8& rAlthoughd K SNB A y
this 1866 date is generally published, on the marriage license issued 13 April 1891 in Philadelphia, PA to
Henson and Eva Flint, his birth date is listed as 8 August 1868, not 1866 (Counter, op cit., p. 243).

In Matthew Alexander HensoA, Negro Explorer ahe North PoléNew York: Frederick A. Stokes,

1912), pp. xvii and 3 (hereinafter callsthH obtained from the Gutenberg Projectensonstates that

KS 61 &a& 02Ny y ! dadzald mycc Ay [ KIF NI Sdour/mleddyelow > a5 3
Washy 342y > 5/ ®¢ 6b20S K26SOSNJ GKFG G§KSNBbirha a2YS L
date, especially given the different date cited in his first marriage licdnse8vIAH ibid., he states that

his parents were both free born, that is moth&as partly white, and that she died when Matthew was

seven years old.

a | U ( Kf&hevasLemuel Henson ankis mother wasCaroline Waters (from NYC marriage

certificate of MH and Lucy Ross, in 190Kpte that DC, ibid & G I (§ Sa { HdcalumopritiétS NS 4| &
[ SYdzSt gl a | Ot2asS NBtFGIAGS 2F W2aiAl K | Syaz2yXodz
0SUG6SSY [SYdzSt | y¥IR). W2aAl K¢ 65/ 3 LILIP my

1867:

¢CKS | Syazy FlLYAfés AyOfdzRRAY3I al (0KGdgelownR KA &G N® O K
of Columbia, to escape possible KKK violence in southern Maryfadloae! GilmanMatthew Henson

(New York: Chelsea House, 19817. (But see contradictory dates beloun)MAH, he states that the

Y2@S G2 a2 akaAayadendyy I §3Bargétowh vam towrtolder than the District of

Columbia, and was considered separate from Washin@iityfor some time.)

1868:

al Qa YGublkéWsters Hensaties, she is 2nd wife of Lemuel Hensbark Companiorp. 18)

Firstwife not krown. Total progeny from 3 marriages: 2 girls, 4 boys, not named (ifitli$ death
apparentlyoccursin Charles County, M@ Georgetown, then a small town adjacentd@/ashington

City.¢ However,GilmanMatthew Henso@ LJP wmy X1 &y & & $haraliddivbein hedwas seven

@8SIFNE 2fRX¢é SKAOK g2dAf R 6S AYy Foz2dzi myTtod 01 SyOS
presumably in Washington, DC or Georgetaywr still in MarylandpMAHI f a2 adlF §Sa GKI G al
mother diedwhenhe&l g & A4S @$RPES| NA
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€.18699:

[ SYdzSt |1 Syadaz2zy NBYINNARSAS (2 b Jhitmafage dppaenily\tddR 6 SR y S
place in Charles County, MiDin the District of Columbia.

€.186970:

Lemuel, Nellie and family move fraaog cabinto atwo storyframe house RC,ibid., p. 19) apparently
in the District of Columbig or still in Charles County?

24 June 1870

'{ / Syadza Ay 2l aKAy3idz2ys 5/ NBO2NRA | a[ SydzsSt | Sy
Margaret, black female &gl 27, and chilcen Anna M&gel11) Ann L (5) and Evelina (2). Matthew is not

listed. It is not clear if this & I (i (i Kf&mdyY@ecause where is Nellie and Matthelshe with an

uncle). Sincé]l SYdzStt ¢ FyR al NAIFINBG ¢ npC@NAUgRg7aand Kl @S |
Lemuel should be dead by this date (see beldvgppears that this Lemuell/Margaret union is not the

MH family. Lemuel Henson, carpenter, appears for many years in DC as a carpenter and laborer, in city
directories, more evidece that this is1ot the Lemuel Henson father of MHSee the section later in this

report on the challenges of tracing Lemuel Henson.)

21 July 1870

US Census of Nottingham District, Prince Georges CainMiie Washington, DC area)kK 2 64 da b Sf f &
Herson,35yeaoldo f F O1 FSYIFI S (SSLIAYy3I K2dzaSé¢ gA0GK {2LKAIF 0o
abusive stegmother, although this would contradict the status of the family immediately below, in

which wife Caroline is apparently still alive. And in t@e@unty familywhere are Matthew, Lemuel,

and the brood of other children?

19 Aug 1870

US Census foP'b A & ( NR& O (i 3(Nadjemby)yCRa8l&s Caulty, MD, showslenson family, ak.
oHansos, 29 year old black male, farm laborer; C. Hansonp2@atto female; RHanson, 7, black
female; M. Hanson, 5, black male; M. Hanson, 3, black female; E. Hanson, 1, black femaldikdlis
Matthew Henson, five years old, with father Lemuel and matiCaroline.However, this family has
three girls and one boy, not twdrts and four boys, as reported by MHDark Companio(p. 18).
Another small piece of evidence pointing to this family being correct is that C. (Caroline?)
Hanson/Henson is mulatiamot black, and Matthew Henson statedNtAH, ibid., that his mother was
partly white. (Note that if this family and dates areorrect, then possibly the correct birthdate for
Matthew is about 8 August B%, not 1866.YAs noted previously in this repqiit is possild though
certainly not proven that Joseph and Thomas Hargtenson?) were farmed ofrom the L. (Lemuel?)
Hanson/Henson family of Mgemoy,to the Chunn family ibuffield, Charles County, at the time of the
1870 Census.)

c. 18721878:

MH attends grades-& in Washington, DC; that is the extent of his foredlication (Jeri Ferrigrctic
Explorer: The Story of Matthew Hengdfinneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1989) p.. IAH states that
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FFGSNI KAa Y2G0KSNJ RASR ¢6KSy KS gl a aS@oSys KS ghka a
0KS Wb {(HNBSOK {IOKI22d SYOYRSR FT2NJ 20SNJ &AE &SI NEd¢
ThedN Street Schoélisverylikelyli KS da { GNBSG { OK22ft Ianhdldekbkdare 6 & T2
the famous and weltegarded Dunbar High Schogl.SS (G KS 2 A1 ALISRAI Sy (iNER F2NJ
and the DunbaAlumni sitehttps://daf-dc.org/about/dunbarhistory. This latter entry mads it clear

that school was founded in 1870, was for a long period the only school for black children in DC or even

the regon, that it moved several times, and was called the M Street School from 488wvas re

located to a larger facility on N Streebi 1916, when it was raamed after Paul Lawrence Dunbar.

Because of these name changes, moves and addréssisding araddress on N Streetit is quite

understandable that Henson would call it the N Street School.

c. 1874

LemuelHensonfatherof MHRA S& 2F | G NXzZLIGi dzNB¢ GGKNBS &SI NBéE o0S7F
home (DC, p. 2Qherefore, if this date isorrect, then no records after this datanrefer to Lemuel,

father of MH) However,Gilman,Matthew Hensonibid, . 1718, stai S& (Kl G | Sy a2y dasl a
when he was 13, which would be in about 187Bhis source also states that soon after thattieof

al Qa Y20KSNE KAA& FFrOKSNJ ASyld KAY (2 adre gAGK |y

c. late 1877

G FSg Y2y (i'KoaA NIFKIRS NS £K A&im abhidey Nellid agorde (DC, p. 20)

c. earlymid 1878

MH stays with Janey Moore, notarelatve F2 NJ dayAy S Y2y (iKaé¢ 05/ LI HoO
c. autumn 1878

MH joins the sailing shiatie Hinesn Baltimore, under Capfames Childg {3 S (DCpgE. 16, 26)
OR

fall of 1879:

MH walks 40 miles to the port of Baltimore to find adventure and joinkdtee HineqGilman,
Matthew Hensonp. 19)OR

c. 1880
MH joins the threemasted sailing shigatie Hinesx I (i | e Femspibid., p 10)
€.188085:

MH sails the world aboard thi¢atie Hinegor five yearsand isnformally but extensivelgducated by
Capt. ChildsArctic Explore, p. 11)(Gilman, p. 107, states these voyaging dates are 11883, and the
destinations were China, Japan, Africa and the Russian Arctic sea.)

Dec. 1883or 18857?)

Capt. Childs gets sick on passage from Jan@iBaltimore, dies on board thi€atie Hinesandis buried
at sea Gilman,Matthew Hensonp. 20).
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c. 18841885
Capt. Childs diest sea MH returns to BaltimoréArctic Explorerp. 11)

Spring 1887: Sam Steinmetz, boss of MH at a NYC hat and ftoregristroduces MH to Robert Peary,
andrecommeRa al TF2NJ GKS 220 2F a@ltSi¢ 2yDCPISHE Qa
59)

Nov. 1887:

MH accompanies Robert Peary to Nicaraguad quickly transitions from valet to a valuable assistant
andOKIF Ay YIy 2y tSINEQa adaNBSe GSIyYo

April 1891:

MH marries EvalelenFlintin PhiladelphiadBiography: Matthew Hensofisee

https://www.biography.com/explorer/matthewhensor); also sedPhiadelphia Marriage databasen
Ancestry.com

1891-2:

MH accompanies Peary on an expedition to GreenldbdC, pp. 669)

1897:

MH divorces Eva Flirind hadno issugWikipedia)(but see later discussion)
1905:

MH appears in Manhattan in N&tae CensusAncestry.com)

1906:

al LI NByidte G221 a KAA aO02dzyiNE OAYTF2NXNI O
Anauakag, his only child; this child had descend&i\llen Counteibid., pp. 1650).

5 Septl907:

MH marries Lay J.Rosdn Manhattan, NYC, per NYC marriageitiedte described earlier
(https://www.preceden.com/timelines/2994 1-matthew-hensontimeline), no issue Her parents are
Mediator Ross and Susan Randolph. MH birthplace ginghe certificateas Washington, DC atnis
ageas40. Also, GilmaniMatthew Hensonp. 87.

6 April 1909:

Matthew Henson reaches the North Pole, 45 minutes ahead of Commander Robert Peary, while
smuting ahead for Peargnd the team Counter, op. cit., pp. 689, 189209. Counter provides very

convincing arguments in a detailed analysis that the team did indeed reach the Pole, contrary to various

detractors and skeptics over the years.

Oct 14, 1937
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MH inducted into The ExploreClub asa life member (Associated Press Name Index Card d/b,
Ancestry.comfNote that this honor was actually as an Honorary Member, which is an award given to
only 20 persons at a time, and is much more significant tharotdinary term in most societs of

G K2y 2 NI NBE SuctSHsio&iiembers pay no dues, and have a life membership.

1954:

Matthew and LucyHensonare received at the White House by § e
President Eisenhower (Gilmavatthew Hensonp. 104 see
photo.)

March 9, 1955

MH dies inthe Bronx, NYCLater his remains and those of Luc
are moved to Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, \P&r
https://ww w.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explor&otable-
Graves/Explorers/Matthew{ensonand
http://www.enra.dk/gen/tngarne/getperson.php?personiD=16809&tree=Arndlis move happenedro

6 April 1988.Full military lonors were given at the rsnternment, and a substantial monument erected.

Proposed Early Timeline

Trying to unravel the early years of Matthew Henson, the following dates and actions magyrbe
reasonableand best fit theavailable facts

Od ! dzAdza G wmycp o yWwatthewtHernsan ¥ born in Charles Co., Marylaffdis reflects
the 1870 Censugnmediately below, and makes him a more
reasonable year older when he later runs off to .sdaalso
changes the very exact birtht#acited by Henson himself, later
in life, but the exactitude of thislate seems somewhat
guestionable, given the difficutircumstances of his birth and
early life.

19 Aug 1870: The Hensoffamily, with Lemuel and Caroline still alive, is
recorded in theUS Census in Ngmoy,Charles CoMaryland
(this is the family recorded asdiansore (probably Lemuel
Henson, 29, blackale, farm laborey, C.dHansore (probably
Caoline Henson, black fema)eand five year old MiHansore
(probablyMatthew Henson. Also shown are R. Hanson, 7,
black female, M. Hanson, 3, black female, and E. Hanson, 1,
black female. (As mentioned earljg@erhaps the other boys in
this family were farmed out to other households when the
Census taker arrived.)

c. 182: Caroline Henso diesin MDwhenher sonMatthew is 7 years
old (not 2)
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o

.later in1872: Lemuel Henson and his children move to Georgetow what
is now the District of Columbia, and he marries Nedliavidow

c. 18728: Matthew attends the M Street School in DC (fr@ to 13 years
old) (these years are more reasonable for him to attend school
than some much earlier yearaspecially sirethis school, the
only one in the area for black children, was not established until
1870

c. 1875: Lemuel Henson, father of MattileY RA S& 2 F | & NHzLJG dz
Matthew is 10. Nellie is abusive towards Matthew.

c. 18789: allGKSg S @Sa KAHAY¥YSWotgedBIR3 a F2NJ a!
relative)for 9 months, at about age 1B4.

c. 187980: Matthew walks to Baltimore, meets Captain Jamesdshijoins
the crew of theKatie Hinesat about age 145 (this age is much
more reasonable thaa | (4 | 3 Spp.M 6, £6) @BEcburse
cabin boys in this period did join ships at an early age, but given
the extensive training and skills acquired by biboard, it
seems more reasonable that he left the ship at 19 or so.)

c. 188685: Matthew sails to many portaround the world on th&atie
Hines while he is aged 1%9/20, and learns navigation and
many other skills

A Possible Descent in the US1n

Matthew Alexander Henson Kalaallit Nunaa_t Gregnland

All biographies of Matthew Alexander oy \ //
Henson state that he either had no issue, g N S i

that his only issue was in Greenland, or the /3 s '.
,0

do not address the question, and thus impl ; @ /
that he had no children in the US. i m“‘:'\

+1909-mi Qalasersualerngusaanneq
O Matthew A, Henson, 1866 - 1955

Kampen om Nordpolen 1909

However, there seemito be one possible
piece of evidence that he in facat a childor Matthew Henson on a Greenland Stamp

stepchild?)in the US, by his first wife, Eva Helen

Flint--2 NJ 6 KIF G aKS KIR Iy AfftS3IAGAYI (Recddthdt heRnarded 2 LI NI .
herin April 1891in Philaelphia after some timespent incourting, and they div@ed in 1897.

This evidence is in the Social Security Application and Claims Index for Matthew William Henson, Jr., b.
15 June 1893 in Germantown (part of Philadelphia), PA, whose father is lidatthsw W. Henson

and mother as Eva Flint. Now thisudwell be just a coincidenceAnd of course the Matthewv.

Henson in both names does not match the correct name of MattAettenson. But minor errors and
transcription errags like this do happergand itwould besurprising that a Matthew Henson could have a
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child by an Eva Flint in the short time that they were married, in Philadelphia, and tiwdtiée the
couple we are interested in.

Exploring this a bit further, there is evidence thia¢ explorerMatthew had not yet moved his residence
away from Philadelphia. This is shown sfiti, shortletter that Eva wrote tdRobert Pearyn June,

1896, from her addres@nd apparently the joinMatthew/Evaaddress, since they were still marrieat)
1240 Rodman StRhiladelphia (near the center of the city$he is demanding to know if Peary and
Matthew are leaving for the Arctic shortlyFor the content of the letter, see Counter, ibid.6i.)

Another possiblef odd explanation is that perhas Eva had a ddiby another man, and named the child

partially after Matthew and partially after the biological fathdOr perhaps Eva did not knomhich

man was thdather?) / 2 dzy i SNE A0AR®EI LIP cmX &G+ GSa infiknisi &l Sy a
abser0S ¢ R dzNA y JAndihk was gohdSoNIbrg) Bxgeditions during this tiGeunter states that

GKSANI NBfFiA2yaKALl 6SOFYS @GSNE oO0AGGSNE GKFG akKS

wrote Peary on 5 April 1897 that heowld liketo stg Ay DNB Syt yR FT2NJ FABS 2NJ G S
IS4G Fgrte FTNRBY (GKA&A 26y dé

Perhaps further research or documentation will reveal the truth of the parentage of Matthew William
Henson, Jr. It is evident that he was a real and active persoacindnislife anddescent(on the chance
0KF i KS edplrerMattheMBendors biologicalescendant)we can assert the following items

Assertion: Matthew William Henson, Jr., was in Germantown, Philadelphia, PA on 15 June 1893

perhaps 15 June 189and d. 11 January 1947, and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery,

Arlington, VA. He marriegh 12 May 1915 in Washington, D€ Annie May Walketee b. 23

December 1895 in Dawil(@; likely Danville)VA (with father Amos Walkand mother Rosaee). Annie

d. 7 March 1950, and is also buried in Arlington National Cemetdatthew and Annie had a child

ThelmaBernice Henson, b. 10 November 1926 in Manhattan,&NY. 0 § KS¢Qa FIF GKSNJ 61 & a
Henson (or just possiblxplorerMatthew Alexander Henson) and his mother was Eva Hira Flint

was b. in February 1871 in VA, married to explorer Matthew Alexander HemS®ptember 1890,

divorced in1897,and shed. after 1900.

Proofs:

1 US Census for Philadelphia, PA for 19@WsiEva Flintb. February 1871 in VA, black female,
housemaid/servant, able to read and wrjteoth parents b. in VAiving in a household of five
Flints She idisted as sister of the head of househddlliamFlint, b. December 1858 in VA,
blackmal€ d0GS6F NRXZ 620K LI NBydGa od Ay ! & ¢KS K2 dz
evidently Pulaski Avenue, a street in the neighborhood of Germantown, Philadelphia, which was
g KSNB 9 @(.eQthe EValthélar tedtain married explorer Matthewyasoriginally from.
The evidence points to this being the correct Eva Flirdo, she has apparently dropped her
Henson surnamafter the 1897 divorce
1 S. Allen Counteibid,, pp. 55 and 61, states th&va Flihwas 22, from a conservative black
Philacelphia family, whershemet Matthew Alexander Hensoim September 1890, that they
O2dzNIISR F2NJ aSOSNYIf Y2y(iKaz &ASOdz2NBR F YINNAIF IS
13 April 1891married three days la&r, and divorced in 1897.
1 Social Securitgpplication and Claims Index shoMatthew William Henson, Jib, 15 June
1893 in Germantown (part of Philadelphia), PA, black male, with falla¢thew W. Hensorand
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mother Eva Flint The record notes that in & 1937 the name was listeasMATTHEW
WILLIAM HENSON, JR.

1 Finda-Grave shows Matthew W. Henson b. 15 June 1893, d. 11 January 1947; he is buried
Arlington National Cemetery in Section 25, Site 2001.

1 Finda-Grave showgnnie Hensond. 7 March 1950, spougdatthew W. Hensonshe is buried
Arlington National Cemetery in Section 25, Site 2001.

1 US Veterans Gravesites index shows Matthew W. Henson, 53, b. 15 January 1893, d. 11 January
1947, buried in Arlington National Cemetery, PVT, Co. ¢ [86try, USArmy, WW |.

1 US Army Transport Service sBanger Lists for the shipeorge Washingtagril5 June 1918,
shows Matthew W. Henson, Bugler, of Company C" 8&&ntry, 929 Division US Army His
emergency contact is Annie Henson, wife, located at 1638 \WW, DC. idmilitary transport
ship isdeparting Hoboken, NJ, apparently for France.

9 District of Columbia Compiled Marriage List shéwgie May Leenarried on 12 May 1915 to
Matthew Henson

9 US Social Security Applications and Claims Index shavies May Walker Henson b. 23
December 1895 iDawille (? likely Danville VA, black female, with parents Amos Walker and
mother Rosa Lee.

1 World War | Draft Registration Card list shows Matthew W. Henso25Jh, 15 June 189ih
Germantown PA, residingn Washington, DNegro married male, chafef for the Famous Taxi
Service, described as short, slender, with black hair and brown eyes.

1  World War Il Draft Registration Card list shows Matthew W. Henson, Jr., b. 15 June 1893 in
Germantown, PA; residing 218 P Street NW, DC, with his family cohtaging Annie M.

Henson of the same addresmd his employer being Gallinger Hospital at"i#hd C Streets,
{235 5/ @ altdKSg Aa | bSANZ YI{SY pQné FyR wmno
and darkbrown complexion.

I US Census for ManhattaneWN York for 1930 showdatthew Henson 36, b. c. 1894 in PA, black
male, washer in a garage, with father b. in Maryland and mother b. in VA. Also in the household
are Anna Henson35, b. c. 1895, black femalgife of Matthew, with both parents b. in VAnd
Thelma Hensar3, b. c. 192 NY daughter of Matthew and Anna, with father b. in PA and
mother b. in VA.

1 US Census for Washington, i9€1940showsMatthew Henson,Jr, 46, Negro malelpdger,b.
in PA, attendant in a W.P.A. hospitall §rade edication, $936 income in the last year.
al G0 KS g QanieBendob44,MNagro female, b. in VA" Grade education. Other
members of the household ar&helmaHenson Negro female, 13, b. in NY!! §rade education,
daughter of lodger MatthewEvaHenson Negro female, 9, b. in NY, no education, daughter of
lodger Matthew;Matthew Hensonlll, Negro male, 6, b. in D@0 education, son of lodger
Matthew; and Marian Henson Negro female, 2, b. in DC, nowdtion, daughter of lodger
Matthew.

1 New YorkNY Birth Index shows Thelma B. Henson, b. 10 November 1926 in Manhattan, NY.

Assertion: Thelma Bernice Hensph.10 November 19261 Manhattan,NY(daughter of Matthew
Henson, Jr. and Annie May Walker Hamsmarried on 9 August 1942 in DC to JamesnTdmIngram, b.
11 April 1923 at Charlotte, NC, d. 17 April 1982.

1 New York, NY Birth Index for Thelma B. Henson, ibid.
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US Census for Washington, DC for 1fe40atthew Henson, Jr., ibigwith daughter Thelma)
US Census for Manhattan, New York for 193Matthew Henson, ibid. (with daughter Thelma)
District of Columbia Compiled Marriage lfstAnnie May Legibid.
DC Marriage Index show$elma Bernice Hengp18, b. ¢. 1924, married on 9 August 1942 in
DC toJames Thomas Ingrarh9, b. c. 1923.
1 WorldWar Il Draft Cards, James Thomas Ingram, 19, b. 11 Apribl @arlotte, NC, Negro
male his familycontactis John Henry Ingram, working at the War Departrne
T '{ 5SLINIYSYy(lH 2F +SGSNIryQa ! FFIFANAR .Lw[{ 5SI4K
17 April 1982, US Army, enlisted 6 November 1945, released 20 February 1947.

= =4 =4 =4

Assertion: Marian (or Marion)AnnHenson, b. 8 September 1937 in DC (daughtéiatthew Henson,

Jr. and Annie May Walker Henson), d. 30 December 1962, and married Roy Litevteodb. 12 May

1936 in DC and d. 26 July 1987 in DC. They are both buried in Arlington National Cefetelyad at

least one child, Tracie Lacomus Royt.19 March 1960 in DC, d. 18 September 2008, abbbin

Hyattsville, M and she married m 23 August 1991 in Fairfax Co., VA to Freeman Percel Stackhouse, 52,
b. 17 June 1939 in S@. 10 February 1998 in Fairfax,.VA

Proofs:

9 US Census for WashingtdDC for 194for Matthew Henson, Jr., ibidgshows Matthew with
young daughter Marign?2 yearld.)

T ' { SGSNI yaQ DNMgiSriHens® Portards fbS8Sepiefiter1837, d. 30
December 1962, with relativiRoy Linwood Portetburied in Arligton National Cemetery. He
served in the US Navy Reserve.

1 Finda-Grave shows Marion Henson Penith. 8 September 1937, d. 30 September 1962, buried
in Arlington National Cemetery in Section 43, Site 2036.

1 Finda-Grave shows Roy Linwood Porter, bMay 1936, d. 26 July 1987, buried in Arlington
National Cemetery in Section 43, Site 2036.

 USDepatSyid 2F +SUSNryaQ ! FFFEANR . Lw[{ 5SIGK [Aad
July 1987, died of natural causes, enlisted in the US Navy on 24 SeptE9deand was
released 24 September 1958.

i Virginia Marriage Records for Tracie Lacomus Porter $hamon Ann Hensowith husband
Roy Linwood Porteais the parents ofracie Lacomus PorteBl1, b. 19 March 1960 in DC, black
female,1% marriage, 12 grace educationmarrying on 23 August 1991 in Fairfax Co., VA to
Freeman Percel Stackhoy&®, b. 17une 1939 in SC, black malé? darriage, divorced, 10
grade education, with parents Alonzo Stackhouse and Idell Fullard.

1 Websitehttps://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituargspx?n=tracid-porter-
stackhouse&pid=1179309%kates that Tracie L. Port&tackhouse d. 18 September 2008,
apparently in Hyattsville, Mynd is the mother of surviving Stacy, Tony, Marcus, Porsha
Freeman, Jr., Gail, and Jaqueline Stackhousehasalsister Bernadette Philpott.

9 Virginia Death Records show Freeman P. Stackhouse d. 10 February 1998 in Fairfax, VA.

NOTE:The above assertion, although itgsite possible, is notompletelyprovento high genealogical
standards, in that the link frorthe adultMarion Hensordescribed aboveyp tothe claimedfather
Matthew William Henson, Jrcould use additional documentation.
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Assertion: Matthew William Henson lIb. c. 1934 in DC, d. Januar$19n Palm Beach, on of
Matthew William Henson, Jand Annie May Walker Hensomgrried Genevieve Leonok&hitlock and
had at least two children, Antonio Hensdn 7 February 1961 in Washington, & Ollie Hensarb.
15 May 1958 in Washington, DC

1

US Census for Washington, DC for 1940 shows Matthewddedr., ibid(with young Matthew
Henson I11)

US Census fdtlorida Death Index shows Matthew William Henson I, d. January 1967 in Palm
Beach, FL, black male.

Virginia Marriage Records for Loud@n., VA showntonio Hensor{no middle name), 25, b 7
February 1961 in Washington, DC, soiMatthew William Hensomnd Genevieve Leonora
Whitlock black male; marryingn 12 July 198@ith Mary Ann Basil, 23, b. 8 December 1962 in
VA, black femaledaugter of Henry Melvin Basila Richetta Louise Crawford,.

Virginia Marriage Records for Prince William Co., VA giterHensor{no middle name), 24,.b

15 May 1958 in Washington, DC, soiMattthew Alexander(! sic?)Hensonand Genevieve
Leonora Whitlak, black male; marrying o4 May 1983 with Denise Alfredia Long, 20, b. 19
February 1963 in VA, black female, daughter of James Edward Long and Neville Letisha Cox.
Virginia Divorce Records for Loudon Co., VA show Dinise Alfredia Long, b. 19 FebRiary 196
VA, black, 12 grade elucation, ' marriage; being divorced from Ollie Henson, b. 15 May 1958
in Washington, DC, black,"18rade education; marriage date 14 May 1984, after a 1 year
separation;divorce entered 14 April 1993.

Note the surprisingdct that immediately abovahe name of the husband of Genevieve is Matthew
AlexandemHenson, not Matthew William Henson. This is perhaps anatimallindication that the

correct

ancestor of this line was explorer Matthew Alexander Henson.

Assertion: Matthew William HensofflV), b. 30 September 1958 DC and d. 30 July 1981, is another
possible son of Matthew William Henson Il and Genevieve Leonora Whitlock.

Proofs:

T

Social Security Applications and Claims Index sivatghew William Hensonb. 30 Sep1955

in Washington, DC, duly 1981black male

Social Security Death Index shows Matthew Henson, b. 30 September 1955, d. July 1981.
US Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File shows Matthew Henson, b. 30 September
1955, d. 30 July 1981; he estéd in the US Army on 29 dust 1974 and was released 22 April
1976.

NOTE:The above assertion, although possible, is not yet proven to high genealogical statialdinds
the link from Matthew 1\(?) up to Matthew Il is not fullgocumented

Theentire line above, if proven, would stretch from the 1860s to the present, and would represent a
remarkable new development.

The graphic below shows the major elements of the line above, which is speculative at this point, as
indicated by the question mark.
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Descents in the US froithe Siblings oMatthew Alexander Henson

There are asserted descents from the siblings of Matthew Alexander Hensomairngource for these
is ProfessolS. Allen Counter, ibid., pB8, 39,108, 109240, 241.Hesaysthat:

In a 1947 newspaperjinterview, Matthew Henson stated that his only living relatives were his
sister (Eliza Henson Carter) and her children (including Virginia Carter Brannum, who died at age
93 in 1999), living in Washington, DC.déy Mebanes the
daughter of Virginia Carter Brannum. My research shows that 3%
visited his sister in Washington, DC on numerous occasions.
Matthew Henson also had a brothfom Marylandwho moved

to the Boston area, where he is survived by his greate, Olie
Hen®n Fulton. Their consanguinity with Matthew Henson has
been extensively documented.

Counteralso stated thaMatthew Alexander Henson had a brother Davic
Henson, who moved from Washington, DC to Boston; that David had &=
George Henson, who hdde dildren including Olive Henson Fulton.

The websitevww.matthewhenson.comasserts that Lemuel and Carolinef
Henson had the following children: Matthew Alexander Henson, S.
Henson, female, b. 1864; M. Henson, féed. 1898; and Eliza Henson,
female, b. 1870. Eliza had a grashmlighter Adrey Mebane, living in
Washington, DC.

Henson Monument,
Arlington National Cemeter

On that website, also see the 17 June 2003 letter from Professor Counter re the only Matthew Henson
relatives in the US that he had iderid.

Examining these statements, we can extraetl expand and attempt to documettte following
assertionge two lines.
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The CartefBrannumMebane Line

Assertion: Matthew Alexander Henson had a sister Eliza Henson Chrtgtay1870in VA She
married James Carteén about 1892, he wals. February 1860 in VA, d. between 1910 and 1920.

Proofs:

1 S. Allen Counter, ibiditesa statement byexplorerMatthew AlexandeHensonin a 1947
newspapelinterviewthat he had asister Eliza Henson Cart§NOTEThe originalnewpaper
article has not been located.)

9 US Census for 00 for Washington, DC shewames Cartetheadof household40, b. February
1860, black male, married 8 years, b. in VA and both parents b. ihi¥#Carter30, wife, b.
May 1870, blak fmale,married 8 yearghence married about 1892h. in VA with father b. in
VA and mother b. in MD Also inthe household are sons Ernegt,b. June 1892, b. in DC
Robert, 5, b. February 1895, b. in;Deéwton,2, b. March 1898, b. in DC; and &n9/10 of a
year, b. August 1899, b. in D&Il four sonshadtheir fatherand mother both born in Virginia.

1 US Census for 1910 for Washington, DC shiamses Carted4, head of household, black male,
married only once for 13 years, b. in VA, withtbparents b. in VA, street laboremot able to
read or write Eliza Carter34, black female, married only ona® .3 years, with 6 children, not
able to read or write, laundress, b. in MD with both parents b. in MD. Also in the household are
sons Ernst, 17, single; Robert, 1Blewton, 10; James, 9; LeRoy, 6; #lirgjinia 4. All of the
children were born in D@ith their father born in Virginia and mother in Maryland.

9 US Census for 1920 for Washington, DC sliglimabeth Carter50, black femaleyidowed,
head of household, not able to read or write, laundress, b. in MD with both parents b. in MD.
Alsoini KS K2dzZaSK2f R | NB 9f Al bricki8yériCiidan, 2&, 2ngirded @NY S & (0
hard to read) clerk;and Marshall, 20, singlelek. All three sons were born in DC, with their
father b. in DC and mother b. in MD.

NOTEmore informationoni KS al G KS¢ G2 9tAT Il tAYy]l YR LI NByida
assertion is strong enough to rate this as reasonably proven.

Assertion Eliza Henson Cartand James Cartérad children, including Virginia Carter23 September
1905 and d. 6 Feruary 1999n Washington, DCVirginia Carter married Ralph BrannumDC on 10 July
1939.He wash. 15 December 1902nd d.a A Y  {i K Skelwitp\Waskingtén, BC

1 S. Allen Counter, ibid. cites statemantr 1947newspapeiby Matthew Henson that hedd a
sisterEliza Henson Cartand she had daughter Virginia Carter BrannunCounter states
Virginia was 93 when she d.1899 in Washingto, DC.

1 Obituary Daily Times Index for Virginia Brannum shows an obituary published 11 February 1999.

1 US Census for 1910 for Washington, DC, ibid. (sdamgs CartemndEliza Cartewith
daughterVirginia Carteyr

1 DC Marriage Records shdirginia Carter32, b. ¢. 1907, married on 10 July 193R&ph
Brunnum 36, b. c. 1903.

1 World War Il Draft Cards shd®alph Brannum39, b. 15 December 1902, black male, resident of
DCp Qo ¢ = w™c fih fAniflydayhtacVEginia Brannum (However, his WW | Draft @h
shows a b. date of 15 December 1900.)
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1 US Social Security Death InderwhVirginia C. Brannunb. 23 Septembet905 and d. 6
February 1999, with last residence in Washington, DC.

9 US Social Security Applications and Claims Index Sliogisia Carterwith spouse Ralph
Brannumand child Irma Carter Davis (Irma Carter Branpurmma is alack female, b. 6 July
1925 and d. 15 July 1997.

1 US Census for Washington, DC for 1940 strRayshBrannum(incorrectly transcribed as
a . NJ yikfauighéut the recordn the computerized versiobut correct in the original
documeny, 33,b. in DC, # grade education, Negro male, truck driver doing his own hauling;
with wife VirginiaBrannumBrannon 32,b. in DC, education through the second year of high
school, Negrdemale,single,domestic worker daughter Audrey17, b. in DC, Bgrade
education, Negro femalesingle daughter Irma, 14b. in DC, 5grade education, Negro female
single andEliza Carters2 b. in MD, widowedimother-in-law of Ralph, no educatip Negro
female.

1 Washington Posbbituaries online for 12 February 1999 shows Virginia C. Brannum, 93, d. in

2 3KAy3G2ys 5/ 4 GKS 2| aWidinaTiRRayinuiClezkErginad CI OA f

C. Brannum, 93, a former clerk at St. Ann‘anbhfind Maternity Home in Hyattdhd, died of

colon cancer Feb. 6 at the Washington Nursing Facility. Mrs. Brannum was a lifelong Washington
resident. She worked 25 years at St. Ann's Infant and Maternity Home before retiring in the
1970s. She was a membef Epiphany Catholic Church iraghington. Her husban&alph

Brannum died in the 1950s. Survivors include one daughedrey C. Mebanef Washington;

seven grandchildren; 20 gregtandchildren; and 22 gregreatgrandchildrerg {SSY
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1999/02/12/obituaries/e8c68a®édd-425¢
8bl4fedc3fb79acd/

Assertion: Virginia Carteand RalptBranrum had children, including Aleey C.Brannum,b. 23 March
1923 in DCd. 10 December 201& Ft. WashingtorPrince Georges CdiD. AudreymarriedJoseph
RobertsMebane,b. 5 March 1921 in Carroll Co., MD,July1985in Washington, DGind had numerous
descendants, includingjll Mebane, Genise Stancil, and various gelmitiren andgreatgrandchildren.

Proofs:

1 US Cemetery and Funeral Home Collection shawesey C. Mebandemale, 87, b. 23 March
1923 in DC and d. at Fort Washingtbdti) on 10 Decembe2010, with children Diane C. Savoy
and Brenda K. Smith.

1 Newspapers.com Obituaries Index for Baltimore, MD, shhudrey Mebanefemale, with
spouseloseph R. Mebanel. c. 1985, with siblingLadyqGladys?ICombs anahildren Genise
Stancil and Jill Mbane(from The Baltimore Syri4 July 1985, p. 29).

1 US WW Il Draft Cards shows Joseph Roberts Mebane, b. 5 March 1921 in Carroll RegrmD,
Yt S3 pQrt ¢ with family cohtd@tdzglRadMEebane, at 1101 E. Arlington Ave.,
Baltimore,dated14 Februay 1942.

1 Virginia Marriage Records for 1985 for Richmond, VA show Jill Deneane Mebane, 25, b. in 1960
in Washington, DC, black female, first marriage, with father Joseph Roberts Mebane and mother
Lila Annette Waddy, marrying on 22 Novemb@83 to Wallace é&ana Townsend, 30, of
Pennsylvania. NOTEsince this record shows that Jill Mebane was not the daughter of Audrey
Henson Mebane, that means that Jill is not in the Henson bland DNAline, and hence will
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not be shown in the summary cttdbelow. It isassumed that Genise Stancil is the biological
daughter of Audrey (per the newpaper report listed above), but that is not proven for certain
and more documentation is desirable.)

1 US High School Yearbooks for McKinley Technical High Smht@68 show&enise Mebane
16, b. c. 1947.

9 US Social Security Death Index shows Audrey C. Mebane, b. 23 March 1923, d. 10 December

2010 at Fort Washington, Prince Georges Co., MD.

I US Census for Washington, DC for 1940, ibid. (shemeeydaughter ofVirginia daughterof
Elizg.

I US Social Security Death Index shows Joseph Mebane, b. 5 March 1921, d. July 1985, with last

residence in Washington, DC.

1 Counter statement, ibid.

1 Websitehttps://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=audey
mebane&pid=147146922&fhid=2358ates that Audrey C. Mebane did0 December 2010,
and lists descendants Brenda K. (William) Smith and Diane C. (RB&awy, plus six
grandchildren and twelve grearandchildren.

NOTE:Thebullets above need more documentedink from the adult Audreyo her mother Virginia

The graphic below presents the line discussed abdve mentioned above, more details @enise
Mebane Stancil are highly desirable.

/ Matthew Alexander |Broth \
tt exandet Lt ElizaHenson James Carter
Henson of ‘—l

Virginia Carter Ralph Brannum
—
Audrey C. Brannum Joseph Mebane

Genise Mebane Stancil

e o

As presented above, Genise is the grgaindniece of explorer Matthew Alexander Henson.

kkkkk

The DavidHensort Earl Hensom Olive FultorHenson Line
Recall that Professor Counter of Harvard asserted the foligtine:

Assertionl: Matthew Alexander Henson had a brotheavid Hensorljving in Bostonwho had George
Henson, who had five children includi@dive Henson Fulton.
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NOTEThis lineabove asserted by Counter (ibid., see especially p. 39) couldaptoven and
appears to bepartiallyincorrect The correctwo assertiors areshow belowwith proofs

AssertionA: Matthew Alexander Henson had a brother David J. Hernsdrebruary 186
Washington, DC, who moved to Boston, mariled885to Maude IreneBriscoep. September 1868
Washington, DG1. 9 May 1904 in Boston, MAnd had EdrAugustineHensonp. 27 March1894in
BostonMA, d.29June 1970 in Boston, MA

Proofs:

1 Counter (ibid., p. 39) states that Olive Henson FultonIsaidyrandéther was David Henson,
andd Kl 4 aKS @A aAlSR(brtiseNt Daddbs eral timdz/athis Bome in Maws
York, and that he would describe his adventures with the Eskimos in Greenland and his
expeditionto the North Pole.

I US Census for Waskgton, DC for 1880 shows DdwWHenson, 15, b. c. 1865 in DC, black male,
apprenticed to a barber, with both parenfsot shown)b. in MD; he is in a large family and is
apparently the grandson of matriarch Elizabeth Brent, 79, widowed black female, b.\witMD
both parents b. in MD(This is likely the correct David but this is not certain.)

1 US Census for Boston, MA for 1900 shbasid J. Hensqr37, b. February 1863 in Washington,

DC, both his parents b. in DC, janitor, can read and write; marriégBi tbMaude |. Henson

31,b. September 1868 in Washington, DC, black female, mother of 12 children (!) of whom 4 are

now living, can read and write; the family is residing on N. Anderson St. in Ward 8. Children
fAa0GSR Ay Of dzRSY tO9F NAl f!S& 10380&i2 MAThotbd et pish. NGOIKI M

DC; Florence G. Henson, 5, b. April 1895 in MA, black female, both parents b. in DC; May

Henson, 0/12 (?), b. May 1900 in MA, black female, both parents b. in DC. Also in the household

' NBE G oRSNEORd NI LILI NBYiG6¥ dH8B2RBREREe 2F | o2& yI°
apparently explained below in the Massachusettr NNA 35S wSO2 NBRAY g KA OK &K
| Syaz2yé¢ a GKS a2y 2F 51 @AR likeRishealdtzRimd. Sy a2 y @
lroniOl £ £ @ = 9 I NJon létdr @drridd aéworha® nam&igearl!

1 Massachusetts Town and Vital Records for Boston for 27 March 1894 show David and Maud
| Syaz2zy KIFI@Ay3a || OKAfR ¢gAGK 2yfe GKS fFad ylYS
chosen yetor the infant did not surwie). The parents were both born in Washington, DC, and
live at 86 W. Cedar SDavid Hensols a waiter. The location of birth is McLean St. (apparently
a hospital at that location) and the delivering physician is J. Perkins.

1 Massachusetts Death Recorfds Boston, MA for 1898 show Amy Henson, age 0 (zero) (in the
transcription; original shows 9 months old) black female, d. on 1 September 1898 of diarrhea,
resident of Rainisford Isle (?), MA, with fattizavid J. Hensosnd moher Maud 1. Briscoeboth
b. in Washington, DC.

1 Boston, MA Death Recorflsr 1902showDavid J. HensoandMaud|. Bricoe(sic? Could be
Bricoo or Bricco), both b. in Washington, DC, having a child Edward Hensonwhiacdked at
26 days oldof pneumania, on 16 January 1902

1 Massachusetts Death Records, City of Bostwri904 showsMaud |. Henson35, d. aged 35
years and 1 day in Boston on 9 May 1904, b. in Washington, DC, colored female, housewife,
maiden name Briscoeause of death pneumonia férdays, place of burial Mt. Benedict;
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(unknown)
1 Massachusetts Death Records, City of Boston for 1904, shows May Irene Henson ghgda's
days old, d. on 11 Juri®04 of cerebral meningitis and cardiac exhaustion, black single female,
resident of Haverhill, Boston, b. in Boston, fatBewvid J. Hensosind motherMaude Irene
Briscoe both b. in Washington, DC. Informant is Davidehsdn of West Street.
1 New Hampbkire Marriage and Divorce Recorids 1917showEarl A. Hensoaf Boston, 23, of
Boston, MA, a soldier, with parenBavid J. Henso®3, of New London, CT, waiter, b. in
Washington, DC andaude Irene Hensgm5, residencei G RS Ré KX & Rdgb@S QRE o |
b. in Washington, DQnarrying on the 28 of April, 1917 by a Justice of the Peat®over, NH
to Pearl A. Desmond 9, of Bostonb. in Nova Scotiayith parents John J. Desmond, 40, residing
in NYC, chauffeh.in NS (apparently Nova Scot@)d Sophia (?) M. Desmond, 41, residing in
Boston, b. in NS. All parties are of thé 2 f ¢ Thiblis eSirst marriage ftwoth Earland
Pearl.
1 Finda-Grave shows the grave Bfarl A. Hensagrb. 27 March 1894, d. 29 Jd970 in Mt. Hope
Cemetery, Bston, MA. A photo of the grave is provided.

Assertion BEarl Augustine Henspb. March 1894 in MA, @9June 1970 in Boston, Mfarriedon
23 April 1917 in Dover, NH, Rearl A. Desmond. c. 1898 in Nova Scotth,9March 1964 in Bostan
and hadchildren(among othersPlive C. Henson, b. 13 May 198 MA, d. 10 November 2011 in MA
Olivemarried (unknown)Fulton.

Proofs:

1 New Hampshire Marriage and Divorce Record€tm A. Henson, ibid.

1 US Census for Boston, MA for 1940 sh&ad A. Hensq@3, b. in MA, Negro male, attended 3
yr. of high school, laborer at WPA sewer construction project, worked 49 weeks last year and
was paid $667; married tBearl(or Peark? or PearleP)enson 40, b in Nova Scotia, Negro
female, attended T yr. of high school; with children: Earle H. Henson, 19, b. in MA, kitchen
helper, Negro maleQlive C. Hensqri2, b. in MA, attended"6grade, Negro female; and Paul C.
Henson, 10, b. in MA, attended grade Negro male.

9 US World War Il Draft Card Index shdsd Augustine Hensgrb. 27 March 1894 in Boston,

MA, living in Boston, with family contact Olive Henson, working at the Boston Navy Yard. Earl is
I bSANB YIS pQpéI mMon LRdzyRaAD

1 The City Directory fdBoston, MA for 1892 shows David Henson, waiter, hotri&trong pl.

1 Newspapers.com Obituaries Index shdges| A. Hensagrfatherof Olive Fulton, a.k.a. Olive
Henson The listing is from thBoston Globef Tuesday, 30 June 1970, p. 30.

1 Newspapers.con®bituaries Index showRearl H. Hensgnmesident of Stuate, MA, d. 9 March
1964, with spousé&arl A. Hensgrand Pearl is the mother of Paul C. Henson, Earl H. Henson,
andQlive Fulton The listing is from thBoston Globef Tuesday, 10 March 1964,38.

9 US Social Security Applications shows Paul Gadrdeh. 31 October 1929, d. 1 September 2004,
and the SSDI adds that his last residence was in Honolulu, Hawaii. The US Department of
Veterans Affairs BIRLs Death Index shows the same dates andn&tates in the US Air Force.
(Note: no issue for Paul Hson could be found on line.)
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US Social Security Applications sh&@asl Harvey Hensoblack male, b. 21 May 1920 in Boston,

MA, d. 12 May 2006, with father Earl A. Henson and mother Pearl H. Desmond.

US Obituary Collection shows Earl Harvey Hensom@&e, b. c. 1921 in Boston, resident of

Malden, MA but d. in New Port Richey,dfL12 May 2006, with spouse Joanne, child Martha

Henson, and sibling Olive Henson. Publication iFtHmpa Bay Timep. 148, of 14 May 2006,

published in St. Petersburg,.FL

Tampa Bay Timestates that Earl Harvey Henson, 85, of New Port Richey, EP May 2006, b.

in Boston, MA and came to New Port Richie 27 years ago from Malden, MA. He was a

Lieutenant in the City of Boston Fire Department and a WW |l veteran. sla past

commander of the AmVets, and was survived by his wife of 56 years JBokey’ S W2 | Yy S & W2
Henson, daughter Martha Henson of Los Angeles, CA, sister Olive Henson of Boston, MA and

several nieces and nephewA. son (hard to read), possibly Earinden Il, died previously. See:
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tampabaytimes/obituary.aspx?n=earl

henson&pid=17807203

Tampa Bay Time& January 2013nline, states Josephine Henson, of New Port Richey, FL, d.

29 December 2012, and is survived by daughter, Martha, past President of the AmVets Auxillery

(sic), service at St. Stephens Church. See the following:
https://www.tampabay.com/archive/2013/01/02/obituaries/

World War Il Draft Cards for Young Men shows Earl Harvey Henson, 25, b. 21 May 1920 in

. 2402y NBaAARSYy(l 2F .2a02y3> withBifeboSepiNg® YI f ST pQ
Henson, 221 W. Springfield St.

US Social Security Death Index sh@iige C. Fultorb. 13 May 1927, d. 10 November 2011 in

MA.

Bronx Co., NY Divorce and Civil Cases Index, shows Olive Henson Fulton filing a civil suit on 2
February 188 against the Wodlawn Cemetery Company.

US City Directory for Boston, MA for 1957 sh@ise C. Hensgh &G g { NJ / AG& | 24 L¥%E f A
G amn LYGSNBLEE ST w2E¢ ¢ wRekroHersdiving at thiKsarie g A 1 Kt |
address.

US City Directgrfor Boston, MAfor 1977 showsiFultonrHensom, Olive Cclk, V A Hospital h
WK2dza2S8 cHH 2 tIN] {U0P 650 P¢

c2a02y /AGe 5ANBOGRNBY F2WI Mdfyvd & K2a5éa  fAACRIA ViR yI
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NOTE:The above line has good proofs from David Henson down to Olive Henson, but the link from
David over tchisasserted brother Matthew Alexander Henson could use additional proofs and details re
their parentage.(Consider the podsility that therelationship was onlashalf-brothers, not brothers.)
However, given the personal testimony of Olive in visiting her guaate Matt, this line can be

considered proven to a reasonable standa(dlso, finding the full name and detailstbhe husband of
OliveC.Hensornwould behighly desirableon-line resources did not provide more informatidrirhe

graphic below presents this line.
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The relationship of Olive C. Henson to Matthew Alexander Henson is that she is likely (but not certain) to
be the granniece of Matthew.

The next section will deal with issues in finding and tracing Lemuel Henson, the asserted father of David
and Matthew Henson.

Challenges in Tracing Lemuel Henson

Tracing Lemuel Henson, father of explorer Matthew Alexander Hensaeryigallenging. Recall that
the best primary evidence we have on him is:

1 The New York City marriage certificate of MattheensonandLwy &neRossin 1907, which

AG0F 388 GKIG al GGKS6Qa FHaKSNI g1 & [ SYNufdes | Sy a2y

of birth/death or other detailsfor these two personare given.

f al 00KS¢gQa BarkCordpantybid., ;lg, (writtenin194 0 G KIF 0 KS G O2dz R

NEYSYGSNI KAa Y2GKSNE FT2NJ aKS KFIR RASR Ay mycys
secoR 6ATS 2F [SYdzSt 1 8yaz2yxé FyR [ SYdzSt |jdza O] ¢ &

The name of the first wife was unknown to Matthew

Also recall from the earlier timeline discussion for Matthew Henson that at some point Lemuel moved
from Charles Caty, MD to Washington, DC, Geetgwn, or that area, and died of a rupture when
Matthew was still young. | postulate that troscuredin 1875, probably in DQ.also postulate that

Lemuel was alive in 1870 for the Census in Charles County, MD, 80@@BNRSR | a a[ @ | | yaz

earlierdiscussion).

Previous researchers and relatives who have posted trees on the Internet handd¢tifiedLemuel
Henson of Washington, DC, who appears in the 1870 Census for that jurisdiction, as the taiget pers
For example, the Kersey Family Tree on Ancestry.com identifies Léatbel of Matthew)as born in
1832 in Maryland, using as soascthe 1870 DC Census, and also the 1B&Lensughence asserting
that the correct Lemuel was alive in 1880)hereare 52 other similar family trees on Ancestry which
use these sourcesmany of which assert that Lemuel was born in 1832 (or 1836, witsomrces cited),
and lived in Washington, DC for the 1870 and sometiwes alive fothe 1880 Census.

The attractions of this argument are:

T ¢KS yIYS Aa O2NNBOG IyR GKS aLiSttAay3 2F GKS
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1 The name Lemuel is relativelgre.

The Lemuel Henson in the two Censuses is black, and was born in Maryland.

9 His birth year, often cited as 1832 gsite plausible for fathering Matthew around 18@&5 when
Lemuel was 334.

=

Unfortunately, there is a serious problem with this person. A reasonably convincing case can be made

that this Lemuel Henson cannot be the father of Matthew, because ifwé@e 6 St A S@S al 1 G KS g
statements, his father died of a rupture when Matthevas young. The exact year is not clear, but

certainly Lemuel died before Matthew ran off to sea in about 1894

Presented belovare pieces of evidence in chronological ardbat allseem torefer to the Lemuel
Henson born in Maryland in 1832, whopagars in most family trees.

In summary, what we see below is the life history of a black man, Lemuel Henson, born in Maryland,
who comes to Washington, DC before 1867 (andckeeorobablytoo earlyto be the father of Matthew

who is stillback in Marylanyl then he works as a carpenter and later a wheelwright in DC. He has a
family, with wife Margaret (probably Margaret Tinker), has various children, appears in numerous DC
CityDirectories from 1867 to 1908, then dibsfore 1908 and even appears posthumasly in the City
Directory for that year, with his wife Margaret, who is still alive. In 1891 and 1894 another Lemuel
Henson appearsimultaneouslyin the DCCity Directorieslisted as a laborer.

The evidence re this Lemuel Henson is presented befoahronological order:

f ¢KS /AGe 5ANBOG2NE F2N) 2| aKAy3d2ys 5/ F2N mycT
G§O2ft 2NBRé6X OIF NLISYUGSNE |d daK oy S NI h azdziKodé
 FamilySearch.org FrReY | y Q& . dzNBl dz aAf AUl NB / 2NNBALRYRSYOS
October 187 from the Assistant Quartermaster, directing that 250 feet of hemlock boards be

sold to Lemuel Henson.

1 US Census for Washington, DC for 1870 records a Lemuel Henson, 3838.i0. MD,
carpenter, black male, living east df Btreet, cannot read or ite; wife Margaret, 27, b. c.
1843 in MD, black female, cannot read or write; and children Anna M (age 11), b. in MD; Ann L
(5), b. in DC; and Evelina (2), b. in DC.

{1 The CityDirectory for Washington, DC for 1874 shows a Lemuel Henson, laboré&matB' SE.
(See the discussion below re this entry.)

1 Familysearch.org DC Deaths shows Lena Morris, b. 4 March 1874 in DC, female, domestic, living
at 737 Navy Place SE, DG tlovember 1928 in DC, buried at Rosemont Cemetery, with
parents Lemuel Hensob, in MD, and mother Margaret Tinker, b. in MD, with spouse Banks
Morris.

f DC Select Birthend FamilySearch.orgDCBith& 2 ¢ a[ SYdz £ ¢ | yR al NBI NBi
having ad @ Xxkage child (unnamed) in DC on 7 August 1886th parents are b. in MD.

1 The City Directory for DC for 1879 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillddiéikdale is
apparently in SE DC, on the south side of the Anacostia River, across from &it, kiotnear
the Frederick Douglass National Historic Site.)

1 US Census for Waisgton, DC for 1880 records a Samuel (Lemuel?) Henson, 44, b. c. 1836 in
MD, carpenter, black male, living off Sumner Avenue, cannot read or write, with father and
mother bothb. in MD; wife Margaret, 35, b. ¢. 1845 in MD, black female, cannot readter wri
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with father and mother both b. in MD; and children Lavinia [this could be Ann L from 10 years

previously], (14), b. in DC with both parents b. in MD; Evelina (12), b.witibBoth parents b.

in MD; William Joseph (8), b. in DC with both parenta MD; Alexander Henson (6), b. in DC

with both parents b. in MD, George A. (3), b. in DC with both parents b. in MD; Samuel C, b. June

1879 in DC with both parents b. in MD; a@grene (2), b. in DC with both parents b. in ibis

is almost certainly theame family as shown earlier in the 1870 Census, since in both cases the

first name is similar, the last name is identical, the wife in both is named Margaret, one of the

children is name Evelina and her birth dates match exactly, both the man and wiéeboen in

Maryland, both are living in DC, and in both cases the man (Samuel/Lemuel) is a carpenter.]

The City Directory for DC for 1886 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, oeiSAvemue.

The City Directory for DC for 1887 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenkéiisdale.

The City Directory for DC for 1888 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale.

The City Directory for DC for 1889 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale.

The City Directory for DC for @8 shows Lemuel Hensorgsidence at 907 NJ Avee

The City Directory for DC for 1891 shows Lemuel Henson, residence at 905 1st SE, and also

shows Lemuel Henson, laborer, residence at 1Z18H.

The City Directory for DGrf1892 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale.

The City Directory for Dior 1894 shows Lemuel Henson, carpenter, in Hillsdale and next to that

listing is Lemuel Henson, laborer, living at 308 K St. SW.

9 The City Directory for DC for 1895 shows Ldmienson, wheelwright, in Hillsdale.

1 [A search of the US Census for DC in ¥800emuel (or Samuel) Henson (or Hanson) did not
reveal any plausible person.]

9 The City Directory for DC for 1908 shows Lemuel Henson, 2801 Dunbarton Ave., NW.

1 [A search of th&JS Census for DC in 1910 for Lemuel (or Samuel) Henson (or Hanson) did not
reveal any plausible person.]

9 The City Directory for DC for 1913 shows Margaret Henson, widow of Lemuel Henson, living at
38 Sumner

=A =4 =4 4 -8 A

= =4

Hence the evidence above seems to show th& ¢hrpenterLemuel
Hensonlives much too londgp be the father of Matthew Henson, since
that target Lemuel Henson died roughly 35 years before this-oregl
Lemuel.

Note, however, that théCCity Directory for 1874 lists a Lemuel Hensog=
as alaborer, not as a carpenter (or wheelwright), which is the listing
elsewhere, except where there is a dual listing of a labargta
carpenter. Perhaps this laborer is the correct Lemuel Henson, sinse
living in DC, and this is thight period, and he hasot yet died before
the 1880 Census? But if so, then where is Leftdaakonthe carpenter
in the Directory? (Bythewa)KtSNBE A a y2 [ SYdzsSt
listed in this Directory.)The question is unresolved.

One other plausible Lemuelis Lemael | y &2y ¢ 02 Ny He”SO”CTra”ti” 'I\\/'A%mgomery
Maryland, who appears in the 1880 Census, as follows: ounty,
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in MD, black male, sgle, farm hand; with mother Harriet Hanson, 70, b. c. 181D, black
female, keeping house, widowed; and grandson George Hanson, 9, b. c. 1871 in MD, black male.
All three persons have both parents b. in MD, and none can read and write.

The issue wth this person is thathe correct Lemuel should have bedead by 1880, and should have

moved away from Charles County, to Georgetown/DC, by the time of this Census.

{AYAf I NI @ GKSNB Aa I a[Sy |1 lyaz2yé o ANafemégyA TS aGb St
MD. He is 41, black, a farmer and she is 2dlatio, and their children are Rosalee, 15, Maynard, 14,

Lysa, 12, Madison (male), 11, Joseph, 2 and Chapeleur, 10/12ths. All members of the household were b.

in MD and all their parents were m MD. This family is attractive in that a Nellie is présam a Nellie

was known to be the third wife of Lemuel; that Len could be Lemuel; and the family is black/mulatto and
located in Nanjemoy. However, as in the case immediately above, the coeraceLshould be dead by

1880, and Nellie and her childrehauld be located in D@ nearby not in Nanjemoy, MD.

In the search for Lemuel Henson, a pdiygpage reviewwas undertakerof the 1850Hill Top, Charles

County, MDand 1860 NanjemayCharles Coup, MDGG 2 G NEB (2 €201 GS | L)X I dzaAof
other similar targets that might be helpful. Nothing was found.

B-aSR 2y (GKS I @rAflofS SPHARSYOS:T L FNBHdAS (GKFd GKS
paper trail, and that imited to the statements of his son Matthew, and to the US Cefmu$870 for

Nen2SY2e& Ay [/ KIEINIS&a /2dzyies akKz2gAy3ad KAY fAAGSR | a
Gad® || yaz2y ét Korademigii®dved tdoDC afténe 1870Censusand generated no trace

findable to date, before the 1880 Censbecause b had died before 18, likely in DESeorgetown

Relationship of Matthew Alexander Henson to Josiah Henson

As high an authority as thenliled StatesSenate has asserted that tteeis a genealogical relationship
between explorer Matthew Alexamu Henson and Reverend Josiah Henson. Senate Resolution 553 of
2008, introduced by Senator Ben CardfrMaryland congratulated Charles County on its 850
anniversary, and stated that:

Whereas Josiah Henson escaped slavery and fled from Charles @o@aiyada, where he

GNRPGS KAA Fdzi20A23aNI LIK&X | yFENNYGAGS GKIFG TGS
Ly Of S ¢2MEWheréagVRE Al K | Sy a2y Qa 3INI VReffSHateS 6= al
County farmland to become anaic explorer, ventung to the North Pole and going on to

NEOSA @GS Ay S NIdngresoyat RecotdBerate V. A54,°t. & p. 7782, 6 May

2008, emphasis added.)

SimilarlyBlack in Time Enterpris& (i F 1S4 G KI G SELX 2NBNJ al GinkpBev | Syazy
2F W2aAl K | Syaz2zys GKS FlY2dza NHzyl gl & atlh @SXeé oal N

supplied).

On the other hand, Bradley Robinson, authobairk Companion: the Story of MatthieHensonwritten
with Matthew Henson states (pp. 189) that

TKSNBE 41 a | NUzY2NJ 0KFG W2aAl K gla  Of BudS NBT |
no-one accurately could say there was a blood tie between Lemuel and Josiah.
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Determining such a link would be fascinating genealogically and would be ofryezast to The
Explorers Club, of which Matthew Henson was a distinguished member. No one has formally examined

this question, but it one that is very frequently
asked in Mntgomery County, Maryland, which is
building a museum to honor Reverend Josiah
Herson, at the site where he was enslaved for :
many years; and which is also the location of the¥

Matthew Henson State Park and trail

One possible link between the two is pdsgi
assertedinahan®@ NI gy f Ay S 2y &
Draft of the Henson Family Tre@ourtesy of the &=
F2ftft26ay
had a brother James Henson, b. 1799 in MD; &
James had a son Charles Henson, b. 1823 in
and Charles had a s@eorge, b. 1854 in .-;
Annapolis, MD. This latter date of 1854 would
get the line dowrclose to the time of Matthew
Henson, who was born about 1865 This
section analyzes these assertions, to see if this
line could intersect with the ancestry of Matthew h#on.

Mb/ tt/ ¢ | a

JOSIAH HENSON
(1789 — 1883)
After escaping to Upper Canada from slavery in Kentucky, the
Reverend Josiah Henson became a conductor of the Underground
Railroad and a force in the abolition movement. The founder of
the Black settlement of Dawn, he was also an entrepreneur and
established! a school, the British-American Institute. His fame
grew after Harriet Beecher Stowe stated that his memoirs
published in 1849 had'provided “conceptions and incidents™ for
her extraordinarily popular novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin. Henson’s
celebrity raised international awareness of Canada as a haven for.
refugees from slavery.
Aprés s’étre enful du Kentucky on 1l vivait en esclavage, le
révérend Henson s’installa au/Haut-Canada et s*imposa comme
chef de file dans le réseau du chemin de fer clandestin et au sein
du mouvement abolitionniste. Fondateur de la communauté noire
de Dawn, il fut aussi un entrepreneur et mit sur pied une école, le
British-American Institute. Il devint particulierement célebre
quand Harriet Beecher Stowe déclara s’'étre inspirée de ses
mémoires, publiés en 1849, pour écrire son célebre roman La Case
de I'oncle Tom. La renommée de Henson révéla au monde que le
Canada s’avérait une terre d’accueil pour les esclaves fugitifs.

Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada
Commission des lieux et monuments historiques du Canada
Government of Canada - Gouvernement du Canada

Assertion:Reverend Josiah Henson had a broth@mes Henson, b. 1799 inCharles CoMD.

Proofs

1 James is likely older than Josiah, since before the 1805 sale in which Josiah was sold, his family

O2yaraitSR 2F KAA
Webster, et al.n Search of JosidhSy &4 2 y Qa 0 .{ X Nl & LINE ©@%

YE@HKBR) bgRAE(RNS B KRdbéefah b R
/| AGex as5yY {

2017,p. 21). From his accounf his early life, in which the first major incident is the flogging of

Jost KQa

TEGEKSNI GAy

| Kbshl Hedson/ 2 Qlfy'S 862 VaQ NB{f /N 2 F

(Madison and Adams Press, 2019), p, it3% reasonable to assume that James was born in

Charles Co., MD
1T W2aAl KQa

Y2GHKSNI I yR

after the flogging incident) lived on the McPheyso Sa il 4GS T2 NJ aili g2

McPherson drowned and Josiah was sold away in 1805. (Hens6i) f S

14-15) At that point or soon after & likelywas forciblymoved to Montgomery County,
Maryland. So it appeathat his aserted brother James would have remained behind in Charles
Countyin 1805. Henson does not mentidws brother James in his public writings, and it is not

clear what happned to him after 1805. {
ande\ AKGSSy Kdzyl y

asSSva
0SAYAEOTFIR W2 ik ppBEINENB | Syazy s

fA1S8te GKIG

G K S NXheé fatiey, @ho Fald heknfséld avdy & A

5
2 NJ 0 KNB

¢ 2iMidPp. { G 2 NB

AT Wz2aAl

rescued his brother from slavery before the civil war, that he would have mentioned it in his
several autobiographies. Therefore if James joined Josiah in Canada, ilikegnthat it was

after the Civil War.

I TheUS Census foi8B0 for Baltimore, MD, Ward 5, sho@games Henson in a household with
2 free colored males aged 38l; 1 free colored female aged-83@; and 1 free colored female
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under 10 years oldlt seemsunlikelyc but possible-i K+ G G KA & LISNBEnRey, O2dzZ R 0o
since the Baltimore Jamétensoris free in 1830, and the Charles County James was enslaved

from birth.

US Census for 1860 for Baltimore, MD, Ward 5, shows James Henson, 60, b. c. ¢80%alela

a porter, with wifeAmelia, 58, black femal@eithe can read or write Again, it seems unlikely

that thisfree couple are the target couple, but it is possible.

The City Directory for Baltimore, MD for 1863 shows three persons named James\Hens

brickmaker, a waiter and a laborer. It is uncleahdde men are free blacks, or white.

City and Area Directories list, for Ontario, Kent Co. Gazetteer, 1865, shlanses Henson.

Canadian Census fB61for Ontario, Kent CpHarwich areahows James Hensqrb7, b.c.

1804in the US, laborerAddy (orAtha?, 50, b. c. 1815 in the US, married woman, and had at

least six childrenvary Jane Hensqii4,b. c. 187 in the USTopiter (sic? Jupiter?}i1,b. c.

1850 in the US (unclear if this pam is male or female, he/she is marked as both!); Olarg (sic
Oliver?)8,b. c. 1&3 in the US; Kathering, b. c. 1&5, b. in UC (meaning Upper Canada);

Charles P. (or B,3,b. c. 188 in UC; and Margaret, b. c. 1&0in UC. All the children are
RSAONAOGSR a GOKAfRZé YSIyAy3d OKAftR 2F GKS KSI
are listed agsW Meth £ meaning Wesleyan MethodistThis family seems quite likely to be the

correct one The family head has thercect name, the family origim the US and race are

fight, the religion is right, and the Harwich areaisclose tdJ 2 SNI | LJA A GK W2 aAl
settlement. Note the birth locations and dates of the children; this suppotteary thatJames

and his faniy lived as slaves in the W8til they were able to escape Marylama about 1854,

just before the birth of their child Katherine in Canada.

Voter List of Ontario, Kent Co., Harwich area for 1861 shows a James Henson. (Black males in
Canada were alloweib vote beginning with the addition of slavery on 1 August 1834, although

some were prevented from doing so in various locati@ee
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedica/en/article/blackvotingrights)

Kent County, Ontario Directory and Gazetteer of 1865 shows a James Henson.

FamilySearch.com Canadian Census for 1871 for Ontario, Kent Co., Chatham Township, shows
JamesHensgh cp>X 0® O® wmy n cckingle, tafnsér, oth¢r Metridt. FTHE OF Y€ 00
AYRAGARIzZE £ Qa | 3S3T yIYSE NIOS: NBftAITA2YyS O0ANIK
to this James Henson being the brother of Josiah, but do not prove it.). His Affe iBenson

56,b.c. 1815 KS ! { T & ! F NaleQUnited Methadistl 10 their hausehold is

Ambrose Dudley, 60, black male, b. in the W&ing to match the 1861 and 1871 families, we

4SS UKFd GKS yFYS 2F (KS KSIR 2F K2 dadabak® t R Y I 0
her birth datesmatk SEI OGf &3 WFYSEdQ 6ANIK &SIN& | NB Of 23
matches fairly well, and the race is the same. So it is clear this 1871 family is the same as the

one in 1861.(Note that f Josiah Henson only Haolder brothersand sistersthen a person born

in 1806 is not likely to be a sibling of Rev. Henson, since all sources agree he was born before

1800.)

G22NJAY3 S5NIFlO 2F GKS | SMB2YtCEYAR®BARNSBSS / 2 dzN
Jamie Kuhns, historian fordvitgomery County, MD Parks,sas a possible problem with the

James Henson living in Ontario, in her b&blarp Flashes of Lightning Come From Black Clouds:

The Life of Josiah Hens@ilver Spring, MD: fiICPPC, 2018) p. 170. Her analysis shows that

there was another person living @ntario named James Henson, whose original slave name

was entirely different, and who was not related to the Henson clan. This may be the James

Henson shown in the 1871 Census.
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NOTEAs discussed earlier, the linkage from Reverend Josiah Henson todntedssother James
needs tobe strengthened with more documentatido be considered as proveAnother possible
problem is the surprising age of wife Atta Henson, who apparentiyhiadda child in about 1860, just
before the 1861 Census, at the age of #hy yet another problem is the issue raised by Kuhabsve

Assertion James Henson had a son Charles Henson, b. 1823.in MD

Proofs:

I Canadian Census faB861for Ontario, Kent CoHarwich, ibid., shows thdamesand Atty
Hensorhad a childCharlesb. in 1858 in Canadas well as other children)However, this
LISNR 2y Q& 0 A Nfakch tReldésiged dage 482§, anid is too late to intersect with a
line descending to M#hew Alexander Henson, born only about 7 years later, in 855

9 US Casus for 1850 for Anne Arundel Co., District 3, MD, sHomarles Hensqr5, b. abt.

1825, black male, b. in MD for Anne Arundel Co., in a household with no other Hensons or
apparentrelatives. This person is a possibility, and matches the desired ddrtly tlosely, but
there is apparently no proof that this person is descended from Josiah Henson.

Assertion CharledHenson had a son George Henson, b. 1854 in Annapolis, MD

Proofs:

M US Census for 1870 for Anne Arundel Co., MD skihages Hensqr7,b. abt. 1823, black
male farm laborer, with wife Mary Henson, 32, and child@sorge 16 (hencéorn about
1854 farm laborer, Charles, 14; Ann, 12; Elizabeth, 6; John, 5; and Samuel, 3; all persons in the
household are black, born in MThis family sems to be the one advocated as relevant by the
M-NCPPC chart. This Charles Henson is likely the one identified in the previous bullet points as
Charles b. i1825, in the 1850 Census for Anne Arundel County.

I US Census for 1860 for Anne Arundel Co., Bif¥rict 3,shows Charles Henson, b. c. 1855
black male, with apparent mother Elizabeth Henson, l#&ck femalefarm hand, cannot read
and write. Charles hasblings Elizabeth, 13; James, 7; Ezikiel, 3; and Jaaléplack

9 US Census for 1860rfAnne Arundel Co., MD, District 3, shows Chailksson, 13b. c. 1847,
black male, farm laborer, in a household with no other Hensons, headed by white male
physician William Revell.

Unfortunately, all of these three possibilities have issues. Botheoliast two were probably born too
late to father Lemuel, the father of explorer Matthew Alexander Henson, or even one be one of his half
brothers.

The first Charles to George family above has several issues: first, the line comes down to too tate a da
second, there is no evidence that this famdyinked to the Lemuel/Matthew lingndthird, the target
Lemuel/Matthew line is based in Charles County, Montgomery County and the District of Columbia, not
Anne Arundel CountfAlthough to be fair thats not far away, and is possible.)

Hence this tie from the M-NCPPC chadoes not appear to be fruitful, with the present evidence in
hand.

For a link to exist from Josiah Henson to Matthew Hensontithiag has to be something along the
lines of this:
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f Jaosiah Henson was b. ¢. 1797, and had an eldéBbil K SNJ & ! f LIKI ¢ o0d 6ale&ov O
1 a&! f LdKagetd6had a son Lemuel Henson,d).1841 (who appears in the 1870 Census for

Charles County, MD & ® | | y & 2 yThis Leinugl®ecamp thefather of eoualr

Matthew Alexander Henson.

OR

§ Josiah Syazy o6+ a od O mThpT&EaEl YR KIAREIY ODf RS Npo NP
Getatatage 2K | R IDelie2 yo 12 0 wmy
1 dDelte at age 2%ad a son Lemuel Henson,d.1841 (who appears in the 1870 Census for

CharleCounty, MD a§{ @ | | y & 2 yAnd of dods® this Was tihe father of explorer
Matthew Henson.

=

Proving a line like this will be difficult, sinte father ofLemuel andsome ofthe brothers of Josiahnd
their sonsare elusive.The brothers of Jodimand their sons who have been identified to date do not
match up with the two timelines and linkages outlined immediately above.

Several family trees on Ancestry.cg¢eng. the Robert Dorsey Family Trews Kersey Family Tree, the
GrinnageMosely Family ifEe, etc.)assert that Lemuel Henson, born in 1832 in Maryland (and father of
explorer Matthew Alexander Henson) is another son of Mason, father of Rev. Josiah lstmus

Rev. Henson and Lemuel Hensare brothers) This does not make sense, singelB2 Mason had

been exiled to the South from Maryland by many yeass likely deceasednd would not have been
able to fatherLemuelhundreds of miles away

As mentioned earlier, an asserted lindstx from Lemuel Henson up one generation to Lefuel dzy Of S =
Reverend Josiah Henson. This line will be discussed below, under the siblings of Reverend Henson.

A possible way forward would be for a concerted effort to be undertaken by all proven orexbsert
descendants of Josiah aihtthew to take commetial DNA tests using one commercial company, form
a family DNA group, and then compare their paper trails with their DNA results. This has helped other
similar families wishing to establish their conneas, although of course results are not guaranteed.

Parents Dates,Escape Analysi§iblings Wivesand Childrenof Josiah Henson
Parents of Josiah Henson

Various sitesand sourcestate that the father of
Reverend Josiah Henson wisasord ¢ b20GS
YEYS aw2ail K | Sy ate Josiaty |
his slave master and owner Dr. Josiah McPherson,
named Josiah after himself, and added the name
Henson afteron@ ¥ KA a waOt KSN& 2
an officer in the Revolutionary WéRev. Henson,

Ly Of S ¢ XEQA oA R20EBalMPTrano, =
Ly OfS ¢2YQa W2dz2NySe TNP
Life of Josiah Hens¢@harleston, DC: The History Press  nq Henson was the first black persor
2019) pp. 1819. So Mason likely would have had no las honoredon a Canadian stamp
name.
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Unfortunately,a review of availablen-line genealogical information could héocate any paper trail

trace of Mason.Kuhns (ibid., pp. 2, 17), statdsat descendants of Josiah assert that Mason is the
correctname, and that it seems possible that both Mason and his partner came from Atldohns

notes (comment on this ms.) & the Africa assertion was made by Jamdsola wS @® | Syaz2y Qa

I'daN

Of caurselack of a paper traik not proof that the assertiore Masonis incorrect. Unfortunately, Josiah
Henson himself does not name his motleefather in his autobiograpkes, and only namesis male
children in his last autobiography, as: Tom, the stfdésaac, second son; Josiah (Jr.), third son; Peter,
fourth son; and four umamed daughtersAutobiography, ibid., pp. 1989.)

Biographer Jared A. BrocKter extensive rede NOKXZ Yy I YSR W2 aAl KQa FlFGKSNI I &
narrative purposes, bul KSy &d0F SR GKFGX a2S R2yQfhaneywer. T2 NJ & dz
W23AFKQa Y2G0KSNRa yIFYS gl a tA1Ste [/ SHsinforhatbny R KA &
shows that Celia was 50 in 1805, and hence was born in about 1755 (likayiland). SeeJared A.

Brock,The Road to Dawrosiah Henson and the Story that Sparked the Civi(N'¢ar York: Public

Affairss Hachette Group, 2018)p. 1-7. Rev. Henson an@harlotte had a daughter named Celia, so that

child could well have been nad after her grandmother.

YdzZKYy&a> AOAR®DPI LI wWHX adlidSa GKFG Yrye |1 Syazy RSao
was Ella, and some family trees on Ancestry.comeagti¢h this assertion. (Of course both could be
correct,inthatt 9t t ¢ O2dzZ R 0SS | yANO1YylFIYS RSNAGSR FNRBY a/ S

JosiatHenson) dzi 2 6 A2 ANJ LIK& 2F W2aAl K | Syaz2ys 'y LyaLAN G
(Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2003)161, states that near th@antationhousein Montgomery

Cownty where hewas enslaveglr & al fAGGfS O2tft SOGA2Y 2F Y2dzy Raz
f SOSt XFYR GKSNBxZ | fAGGHES NBY2OSR FTNRBNBH&K 20KSNAE
ibid., states that Celia died before Josiah retutte Maryland from Kentucky, hence about 1828. Since

she had been born iabout 1755, shevas probably about 73 years old

NP Ol aitl iSax A0AR®I Lid +haRilgy hauseliniMontgSniedy Cdudty, AN @S A
now the Josiah Henson Meum and park, and that Josiah visited her grave in 1878. (However, it is
unclear whether the grave is within the small park boundaries.)

| think we can conclude that Cetia9 f i§vergf A 1 St & (GKS yI YShatsfewslgbXAl KQa Y2
1755in MD, d. c. 1828 in what is now Rockville, Montgomery Co., MDor near what is now the

Henson Museum and park location, and is buiirethat area Mason is probably the name #§2 a A I KQa
father,buta a2y Qa O0ANIK | YR RSI { KedesadydotkngvR 2 G KSNJ RSG I A

Dates for Reverend Josiah Henson

Rev. Henson states repeatedly in his autobiographies that his birth date was 15 June 1789. However,

Brock notegibid., p. 5thatthatSEI O RI GS Yl & KI @S 06 S S yobibgraghyJNR y (i A y 3
FYR GKFG GNBaSINOK akKz2ga (GKFG W2aAiAl K Yleé KFE@S o6SS
birthday, since slavéd A NIl KRl 8 4 ¢ SNB & NI NB{ eebrat@lOResSdarehBr Eting R O S NI
Troiano(ibid., pp. 2025and 159)agNB6 S&a | yR al éa (KIFIaG adKS RFEGS 2F wmrT

conflicts with land purchases by slave owner Francis Newman. She seems to lean toward using the date

AY W2AaAl K IASEAARWQ LYILISHE > g KA OK af A & dhéncekwould | 3S | &
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yield a more reasonable birth year of 17@8 1799) and she lists 1798 as the birth date in her

G/ KNRy2ft 238 27F | Sy.aSheasa (ibid.App. 28) citestva & R®HOK QBRIP | sizi b6 A 2 I N.
and excavations undertaken by Dr.JMid y3 2F {0 al NBQa /2ffS3IST FyR &
wl Syaz2zye gl a 062Ny I ( PprtTobadéd, ghares Coldfy,IMgdrildndi A 2 Yy Sy ST NJ

Contradictinghis dateand supportinghe usual birth year of about 1788 the statement in Henson,
Autobiograph)X = A0 A R®I LIJP mMcHI o0dzi ¢ NR EGI Sy KISH2 &idzNE NS | RS N
that he is in his ninetjirst year, and that for fortstwo years hew a | & feles@&p& was in 1880,

s0 1830 minus 42 equals 1788. Similarly, the Canadian Censu$8%faand 1891 (presented in detalil

later in this report) both show Josiah Henson stating that he was 82 and 92 years old respectively, hence

born in 1789.

Kuhns, ild., pp. 21-23, states that the sale of Josiah Henson as a child, where he was torn away from

most of his familyand sent to Montgomery County, MWvas in 1805 and liketpok placein Charles

County, MDnear Port TobaccoShe shows the & 1805 invent&2 ¢ KA OK f Aaita az2yS yS3
years old, owned by Dr. Josiah McPhergdmnce born in 1796. The 1805 sale means ithiat

probable thatJosiaHived in Montgomery County from 1805 until he left for Kentucky in 18Q%hns

alsostates, ibid., p. 71-2, that Henson stayed in Kentucky for three years, hence-1828.

Various researchers all agree that Reverend Henson died at Dawn settlement, Kent County, Ontario on 5
May 1883. This date is confirmed by his grave marker; phot® at:
http://ckcemeteries.ca/cpglbx/displayimage.php?album=122&pid=5862#top display media

An important date for Josiah Henson was the date he becar@anadian ¢iten. Kuhns, ibid., pp. viii
and 1, states that this date was before 1849. No other citizenship or documentary evidence was
locatable in this present effort.

Based on the information above, the key genealogical dates and locations proposed here arenRever
Josiah Henson, b. 179® at La Grange plantation, Charles County, MD, sold in Montgomery County,
MD in 1805 and lived in that county until 1825, thenc&emtucky and traveling until he escaped to
Canada in 1830. He died 5 May 1883 at Dawn, Kenit,dDntario, Canada.

Analysis of the Henson Family Escape

After traveling back and forth to

Maryland in 1829 and down to New

Orleans and back to Kentucky (apparently

arrivingon July 10, 180; see Troiano, pp.

58-64 and 75), Josiah resolved to escape.

That escape to Canada took from mid

September to 28 October 183Biénson,

AutobiographX = LJ® Troigmo, bp/ R

75-82). Henson Autobiography, ibid.,

p. 61, states that the escape began on a

ayzzytSaae a{lddz2NRIFe&¢ yAIKG Ay aYAR
{ SLIGI SYO6 SNE mining the LIY @ 9EL

calendar for September 1830, the only Historical marker ibaviess Co., Kentucky re Josiah Henso
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