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The Disappearance of Jim Thompson,  
ǘƘŜ ά{ƛƭƪ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘές  

A Search and Rescue Analysis 



Today we will cover these topics: 

ÅThe exotic life of Jim Thompson 

ÅThe disappearance and search 

ÅTheories re the disappearance 

ÅAnalysis of the search 

ÅaǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ WƛƳΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ 59κt! 

ÅConclusions and implications 
Jim Thompson in WW II 



The Exotic Life of Jim Thompson 



James Harrison Wilson Thompson: b. 1906 in Greenville, Delaware 

-- 1928, B. Arch. 

-- 1929-31, studied design 

-- Architect & designer, 1931-41 
-- Spoke fluent French 
-- Gracious, cultured, occasional hot temper 
-- Piercing blue eyes 
-- Businessman, wonderful eye for color, sales 
    genius, creative, too trusting of subordinates 
-- h{{ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ /L!  άŀƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ      
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜέ 

-- No children, divorced early, many affairs 
-- Art expert and avid Asian art collector     
      



!ǊƳȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǘƻ h{{ [ǘΦ /ƻƭΦ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²² LLΧ  

ΧǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ς sort of 

This sentence still redacted  by CIA ς AFTER 70 YEARS!  



Jim built the Thai silk industry  



His house/museum in Bangkok is fabulous 



WƛƳ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΧ 

Somerset  
Maugham (ex-MI5) 

Doris Duke Barbara Hutton 

Tenn. Wms. 



ΧŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

Queen Sirikit 
 of Thailand with  JT 

The cast of Ben-Hur 



The Disappearance and Search  



He went for Easter vacation to Tanah Rata, Malaysia 

214 curves on the road up 

Still some terrific views 

/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ά/Iέ 
Cameron  
Highlands 
Land Rovers 

1960s view  

Some tacky 
resorts now 



WƛƳ ŀǿƻƪŜΣ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎΧ 

Last  
known 
photo 

WƛƳΩǎ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ ς you can sleep there too 

Stayed at the Moonlight Bungalow 



Χǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǿŀƭƪΧ 

ΧŀƴŘ vanished forever 

The Moonlight Bungalow = 
the last known point (LKP) 

View 
to NW 

View to S 
View to W 



Theories re the Disappearance 



FBI, US DoS, CIA, Malay & Thai police turned up nothing 



aȅǊƛŀŘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎΧ 
 

Fine Arts  
   Dept.? 

Ex-lover and art  
associate 

Lisa Lyons?  
Communist terrorists? 

CIAΣ ǇŜŜǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ WƛƳΩǎ  
supposed opposition to VN war? 

UN Amb. Chas. 
Yost? 

W¢Ωǎ ƭƻǾŜǊ 
Irena Yost 



Χƛƴ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ      
possible conspiracies 

Business associates of 
deceased 

Field Marshall & PM? 

Sick ex-wife Pat Thraves 
= not a suspect  

Link to corrupt Aussie/CIA bank? 

Homosexual  
lover? 

Malay  
gangs? 

ώάōтŘέ Ґ ǊŜŘŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ C.L ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘϐ 



Did Ed Pollitz sight JT in 
Tahiti in June 1967? 
Unlikely but possible 

Wm. Bundy, 
Asst. SecState 

for E Asia 



Capt. Philip Rivers 
contends Jim was 
hit by a speeding 
truck, body buried, 
and bones found 
ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊΧ 
 
 
 
Χōǳǘ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ 
relation of the 
bones to JT, and 
bones possibly  
not human   



CƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ WƛƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎΧ 

Possible accident,  
or kidnapping? 

Possible murder by 
business rival? 

Voluntary  departure 
to help solve VN war? 

Left CH to start new 
life elsewhere, spotted 
in Tahiti later in 1967 

ΧƴƻƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ   



Analysis of the Search 



Key new research  
questions: 

ÅWhat obstacles did the search 
encounter? 

ÅWhat was the quantity and quality 
of the search? 

ÅWhat was the probability of 
success (PoS) of the search? 

ÅWhat cited causes and witnesses 
can be eliminated?  

ÅWhat was JT like as a subject? 



I interviewed actual 1967 participants, including: 

Lt. Denis 
Horgan, 
US Army 
searcher 

Capt. Mohammad, Malay Army  
search leader 

Cikgo ά¢ƘŜ 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣέ 
volunteer 
searcher 

Perak Aleyak,  Boy Scout searcher 

Taxi driver Ng Kiew Chay, 
ŀƪŀ άWƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣέ  

searcher, refused interview! 

Madi, his house  
searched, writing book 

Me and Malaysian Police staff 


