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Today we will cover these topics:

A The exaotic life of Jim Thompson
A The disappearance and search
A Theories re the disappearance
A Analysis of the search
AadzNRSNJ 2T WA YQa
A Conclusions and implications
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James Harrison Wilson Thompson: b. 1906 in Greenville, Delawa

PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY - 1928 B.Arch.

@ Pel | | | --192931, studied design

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

-- Architect & designer, 19341

-- Spoke fluent French

-- Gracious, cultured, occasional hot temper

-- Piercing blue eyes

-- Businessman, wonderful eye for color, sales
genius, creative, too trusting of subordinates
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-- No children, divorced early, many affairs

-- Art expert and avid Asian art collector




NlY & LINRKR @I

:mmmuwmmu!mummnoums af tho Natonal Archives 57 T R

Oﬁib’e Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO + Acting Chief, rmy f%’

FROM  : James H. f. Thompson

DATE: 2 January 1947
SUBJECT: Resignation

4s of 1 January 1947 I am resigning from this or,,:a!ﬁzat:ion.“'J.A
have been on Special Funds since 1 June 19LH to present during which
time I have not taken any sick or annual leavee
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O_ﬁice Memomnduﬁ“-“"uﬁnep STATES GOVERNMENT

Bk s DATE: 9 necember 1744
Thrzush: Cetins tnies, T3

TROMs Zwwsns Zhicf, Dtw 1, {0y

SUBJECT:

General “tiache, 3Zanghol

ir. Jamss H. 'Ye Thomosan, formerly %ennral ‘ttnche at Bangox,
hes returned from his post, arriving in 7ashinzton 5 Jeceaber 19

Will not return to Sien in the Government service.
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This sentence still redacted by CG(AAFTER 70 YEAF






His house/museum in Bangkok is fabulous
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A DECCA BROADWAY ORICINAL CAST ALBUM
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THE THAI SILK COMPANY LTD. of Thailand with JT

3le-7 ROAD. THAILAND.

JAMES H.W. THOMPSON. MANAGING DIRECTOR TELEPHONE NO.: 32341
BANK PAYMENTS: BANK OF AMERICA. BANGKOK

MAIL: P. O, BOX 906 BANGKOK, THAILAND. CABLE: THAISILK BANGKOK
Our ref. 5092 11 August, 1960
Mrs, Thad Partridge BEGISTERED

311 Mohawk Street
Mobile, Alabama
U, 8, &As

Dear Mrs, Partridge:

Enclosed are our invoice and &n insurance certificete
for our shipment to you by sea parcel post, by order of Mrs, Harry
—_—
Toulmin,
—

Shipment by sea 1s slow and may take as long as four
months, but with any luck your parcel should reach you in two or
three, or even less,

We hope you like our products, If there is anything further
we can do for you, please let us know,

Sincerely,
A .
§ \
p7yrIny. N 1
Jemes H,¥, Thompson
Managing Director,

The cast oBenHur

Invoice No, 1477/60 R, (Origiral)
Insurence Certificate No, 5037/5427 (Original)
Mail Order Price List,

CUS/sa .






He went for Easter vacatlon to Tanah Rata Malays
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Still some terrific views
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Stayed at the Moonlight Bungalow

WA Y Qa @ @WtdhR Dedp there too

Last
known

Jim Thompson at the picnic on Easter Sunday, March 26, 1967,
phOtO a few hours before he disappeared.



The Moonlight Bungalow =
the last known point (LKP)

New theories emerge
about Jim Thompson's

X I yvBnished forever D

By FOONG THIM LENG

— b e gince Thai Silk King
nt missing i the

o Highlands but the hills
tales of what could have

A Lwing Legend Vanishes = ==

in the Malaysian .J ungle | ==

mpsoa's disap-
it for a spy
dicrous 1o

man and buned him in

aanger was that he died
out where the body was

4 of the highlands Capt

H.-nn of the earliest memon

Yames I o Wilson Tt " ed it and he was ordered to ingitin bolk to the United States win a priceloss collection of Hur was a credible story.
. s Harriso Wom banpko ‘ . s 3
e e I 1o serve an an adviser The business grew rapidly. In  mese, Khmer and Siamese Buddh nariner, lectisrer in
g g Beidr grand- 1o the American legation. He ur 1049 he organized the Thai Silk Intiak Baekits e 1aib +former insurance fraud
father. For hours James Harrisol ived only 'y p s £ haek 1o the 12th 0 the author of the book,
o ..,HI.II ek :lll« ‘ml 0 v| ved only two davs after the Co. with 33 backers, 30 of them Century, with red and gold Bal. nd Fantasy, published by
£ G { place qn'm. ¢ had capitulated Fhaks, Thar stk became famous inese lions, Ming Dynasty rose
wlfl a world away from Wil by 19960 he had roceived | 1 1l < o~ noured that a lorry had
" around  the world, Last vear  wood sereens, Thai paintings and the road but this was not
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FBI, UDoS CIA, Malay & Thai police turned up nothing

In Reply, Please Refer to
File Ne. 163.553
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'UNITIZ.‘.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Chicago, Illinois
May B8, 1967

JAMES HARRISON WILSON THOMPSON

On May 4, 1967, Mr. James Douglas, a member of the law
firm Gardner, Carton, Douglas and Chilgren, 33 South Clark Street,

Chicago, Illino}§?‘§dviseg tpat James Harrison Wilson Thompson
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JAMES. HARRISON WILSON THOMPSON

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas went to| lin b6
California. They had dinner with

at which time they Fads_axzanxemﬁgts with
him to assist in this matter. In Thailand vised
that Thompson had been taken against his will to Cambodia, | ]
situation

wanted to go to Cambodia but due to the international
e was advised not to go to Cambodia.

On Friday before Easter Sunday, March 26, 1967, Thompson
arrived at a vacation bungalow in Cameron Highlands of Malaysia,

a resort ea, accompanied by an old friend.
erning art o'Bjec%s and is an art

ealer. also were in the bungalow. On
Easter Sunday about 3:00 PM after the group had had a picnic,
Thompson was seen walking away from the bunga s last seen

on a nearby hill. About 4:00 PM of this dat tarted b6
searching for Thompson. About 8:00 PM he was joined by the b7C

| [ e o _about 2:00 AM with no p7p
results. an authority
concerning s area later le a search party.

Mr. Douglas explained he had no additional information
regarding Thompson's personal life or background which might lead
to his whereabouts. He felt that Thompson was highly respected
and well liked by those people around him. To his knowledge
Thompson had no enemies,

Attached is a copy of an article made available by

Mr, Douglas and identified by him as from the New York Times
deene of Anril 20 1087 ecantioned "Clues Are Soucht On L.ost
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OF THE /4D
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 3
\ [ ex]
Bangkok, Thailand ' _;;) L
SECRET /

May 8, 1967 v
N

The Honorable
William p. Bundy
Assistant Secretary
Department of State

Dear Bill:

:igo:gh we huve‘becn exchanging telegrams at a
b :gard to Jim Tha!:paon, the case has now reached a
e a:r;tl thought it might be useful to summarize its
seems to us here. Thig mi
. ght be particularl
Y

useful in view of the forth
iy coming arrival of Mrg, Douglas

rapid rate

:::rfi::t :hing to be said is that as seen from Bangkok
K g : rtu.?lly NO prospect of solution, After several
e mdrg;:xzed search of the jungle by the Malaysian
alter Mr. Noone's careful ex: i
ti
:::m: o:olbetezory reason to accept his :!j,:ggmno:'t;::r:h
OSt in the jungle. 0Of course
can be drawn absolutely and I assume ﬂ.len:‘;:;:xi::nclmion

authorities will continue
t ;
leading back to the junqle.o be alert to any possible clues

The sequel, however, has been to focus
eve

::n t::‘ ;c::c:xlfo:iother explanations, This, of course
st sl nds of intriguing speculation but al'inr
< b h:. of it is founded on anything more solig
Shan xomn « This is not to say that Jim was not the
JAgshay some devious political or personal conspir

ut only that so far there is no evidence of g hp s
Vander Hurk's effort falls into this general c“c e
can easily understand the motives of the Dou lnt'egozy. -
hiring Vander Hurk for this purpose and I cogt:;nlm
not say that Vander Hurk's theory is wrong but it { o
a theory totally unsupported by evidence. It has, :fonly

ryone's attention
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CIA

ALOR STAR, Sunday

and about 10 bandits on
March 18.

News of the action had
~been withheld until today
| for securlty reasons.

Ma Mhais mava Anavatineg

Communlsiterrorlsts’7

'k illed in border battle
' Thal police patrol

fired shots at the Thai pat-
rol, the terrorists were
forced to withdraw.

The identity of the dead
terrorist is being withheld.

In another clash between
a Thai police border patrol
and an unknown number of
terrorists in the Weng dis-
trict, across the Kelantan

LISSPSR 2 &S NI
supposed opposition to VN war?

Exloverand art
associate
Lisa Lyons?
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possibleconspiracies

TO * Director, FBI &
4 Legat, Manila (163-1456) (P)

SUBJECT: JAMES HARRISON WILSON THOMPSON

sm’TLDATE: 4‘/27 /67

%" Tfo cANtH
- i? ‘ ’h‘.l.'. >
o tﬁ."o:?n fil\ﬂesg"m

Age3Ro” ‘WM-, 3391%% /s

KIDNAPING ~ MALAYSIA . R 2 e |
)  FpC S o e P S5 |
R ; ’_ y : 5/5-&\'?@
ReMANcab 4/25/67. 239,70 }" foos 33,
[ Ipoh and Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, have requested Bureau assistance in connection with  b7D Business associate$

the disappearance of the captioned person under circumstances
deceased

Field Marshalk PM?
Police contacted all criminal and communist gangs

in Malaysia and received assurance that none of these groups Mala
had any knowledge pertinent to victim's disappearance. To y
date, no request for ransom has been received. The only gangs?

activity in the case has been three anonymous letters mailed b6
in Singapore to the police and the U,S. Embassy, Kuala Lumpur, p7c
alleging in summary thaj everything

he knows. Interview of have been

without significant result.

| | have received reports from two
sources--a reliable one im Bangkok, and from persomnel at the ., HOmosexual
hotel in Cameron Highlands, where the victim is not known to lover?
have ever frequented or stayed--that the victim is homosexual. :

Ak
. ., A e s . oa Sick exwife PatThraves
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Did .E-c_IPoIIitz sight JT In
Tah.l'[l In June 19677
Unlikely but possible

Wm. Bundy, WP,

AsSst.S |
.SecState Here is the report on Pollitz’

for E Asi
Sla
sighting of Jim Thompson (or a person

he thougnt to b€ J T) in Tahitd.
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1 recommend that we not send it

| 4o Bangkok, &1 @4 Singapore abt tis ’

i
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i stage put I would propose that ve
b
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. send 3 memo to Bill Colby so that he
E;; is aware of it and 1 think it night

pe worthwhile passing on to James Doug &

. punay l'rl'lTL‘dl'S"&
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Povers with retend ASP Tan Al Boe. who was svabved i 11

mu.—dnmhm n fpah

“

SESMARDMR beliewrs that the e 1o
A e S 4
0 bones frum & m Cameron Hghlands

|

!
g
i

£ Y
2
i

eoenty

Rovers, who scratmesed Sooka, ames o
reports Bum Deputy Supt (Metred
ﬁw-&:u&v hen, waad b
tanchuded that Thompmon neves beft the lugh
Lancts ord hd seffered a0 a Ladenital drach
“The probability & that his beody Lay undis- |
covernd i thr hak underbuih hdden o |
unmusked grave aftey a hir-and oun accdent
A DNA co the bones mught po ity provide &
ffler amywer,” e sl
Atded to comment Lter :.l-:u.om'
that there was 4 profuuiity Thampym
atidentad

Capt. Philip Rivers
contends Jim was
hit by a speeding &
truck, body buried,
and bones found™7 "
YdzOK f | (S

Cuptain Phil River®

X0dzi y 2
relation of the
bones to JT, and
bones possibly
not human

¢ 5 ARE THESE THE BONES?
The Grea
Wi o (s reat Thai S'Sk King Mystery

a
S _,"’:I‘hc Real Search for Jim Thompson
!

!

e
i

L Aol
 The Perception and the Reality

24

Capt.P.J.Rivers

Over four decades ago another Easter legend was created when an American
millionaire disappeared without trace in the midst of a mountainous tropical
gugqh. The man was Jim Thompson, well known as the Thai Silk King, the date was
unday 26 March 1967, the place the Cameron Highlands in peninsular Malaysia.
. Evocatively set in a former British colonial hill resort, the mystery continues
to capture the imagination into the new century.

Less than a week after his 61st birthday, the American Jim Thompson, accompanied

BRI AR W0 0l - T



A Possible accident,
=% or kidnapping?

Ay,

Voluntary departure
to help solve VN war?

Possible murder by
business rival?

Left CH to start new
life elsewhere, spotted
In Tahiti later in 1967
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Key new research
guestions:

A What obstacles did the search
encounter?

A What was the quantity and qualit
of the search

A What was the probability of
successRo3 of the search?

A What cited causes and witnesses
can be eliminated?

A What was JT like as a subject?

Is Jimm Thompson Alive
And Well in Asia?

Dy WILLIAM WANRNEN

SR THE SUNDAY TIMES|
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volunteer

| searcher

Capt. Mohammad, Malay Army
Madi, his house search leader
searched, writing book :

PerakAleyak Boy Scout searche

NG MOK LM & RaKaN:
TA NG MOK LM & SON
A4 TANAK RATA

A
. HIGHLANDS , PAANG DM,

Lt. Denis

Horgan,
Taxi driver NdkiewChay S gArmy

F1F aWAY ¢ K2Y oy ge‘?archer
searcher, refused interview! | J r/?‘if\\\Q‘%i\ Me and Malaysian Police staff




